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SAMUEL J. SCOVIL,

The following béautifal and touching song wag
written by the Ilon, A, W. Wilds, of Skowhegan,
Me. .In answer to an inquiry on the subject, he
gives the following “incidents connected with its
origin :

“The little song, * Come this way, my father,’
was written by me during a season of great afflic-
tion—occasioned by the loss of my darling little
Frank, the hero of the story. The narrative and
song were first published in the Walerville Mail,
in the year 1850. The scene of the occurrence
was Boothbay, a little harbor about fifteen miles
east of Bath. ‘

“ During a short visit to the seashore of our
State, some two yeatrs since, with a party of old
friends, it was proposed ouve afternoon that wo
should make up a party and go down the harbor
oo a fishing excursion. '

* We aecordingly started, and after sailing
about three miles; a young lady of the company
declined going farther, and requested us to land
ber on one of the small islauds in the harbor,
where she proposed to stay until our return. My
little boy, then about four years old, preferred re-
maining with her. A ingly we left him, and
proceeded some six miles farther.  We remained
out much longer than we iotended, and as night
Appxoagheﬂ a_thick fog set in from the sea, en-
tu',el{ enshrouding ns.  Without. eompass, and
not knowing the right way to steer, we groped
our way along for some hours, until we distio-
‘guished the breaking of the surf on the rocks of
one ot ‘the islands, but were at a loss to know
which ore of them. T stood up in the stern of
the boat where 1 had been steering, and shouted
with all my streogth. I lisiened a moment, and
heard through the thick fog and above the break-
ing of the surf, the sweet voice of my boy ealling
~=¢* Come this way, father! steer straight for me!
I'm here, waiting for you!’ “We steered by that
#0tud, and soon my little boy leaped to my arms
with joy, saying, ‘I knew you would hear e,
father " and nestled to sleep on my bosom. The
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‘I remember a voice
‘Which once guided my way,

When lost on the sea . .
Fog-enshrouded I lay ;

"Twas the voice of‘a ¢hild,

As he lay on the shore— |

1t sounded ont clear .

'Q'er the dark billows’ roar—
“Come this way, my father }
Steer str for me,” "\
Here safe on the shore

1 am geaiting for thee.”

1 remertber that voice,

As.it led our lone wa§,

*Midst. rocks and through breakers

And bigh dashieg spray ;
‘How sweet to my heart

Did it'sound from the shore,

As it echoed out clear
_O'er the dark billows’ roar—
~ “Come this way, my father!
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Now the time began to’ pass more agreeably ;
yet day after day elapsed, and still we were un-
able to proceed. At every retanrn to the Islands,
we were joined by new vessels, till we made a fleet
of twenty or more sail. At last the welcome
south wind came, and we found ourselves north
of Cape St. Thome, withthe familiar mountaits
of Vietoria in sight. But down dropped the
breeze, and our sails hung flapping from the mast.
Just here is a very productive fishing ground,
where a large” namber of ‘edible fish are taken.
Among these is a great per coid, of the size of
the codfish, called the guaroupa, the vermelka,
the fargo the cavallo, the espddo, d&e.—the latter
anarrow, very thin, ribbon-ike fish, three or four
feet long, with a body tapering backwards to a
point, with a sharp pointed head, and with jaws
armed with formidable teeth. This fish is, not
inappropriately, called the espado, or sword. Sev-
eral of these fish, and more especially the guaron-
pa, are prepared by salting and dryiog ; but this
18 so inefliciently done, on aceount of the want of
facilities on shipboard, and the necessity of pack-
ing the fish down in the hot holds, that they are
scarcely eatable. On shore, meat is easily dried
in the sun, and a fish split open and hang over
the gunwale of & canoe is, in a day or two, as
dry.as a chip. .

Americans could, I am confident, prepare the
guaroapa so as not to be much inferior to the cod
fish.  This last fish is now largely imported into
Brazil, and is used eéven in Caravellos and Porto
Seguro, from which regular uaroura fishing fleets
go out. Americans would do well to make in-
quiries abont the Brazilian fishing grounds, espe-
cially those in the vicinity of the Abrolhes,

Beealmed off Victoria, all hands set to work
fishing, and, for one day, the deck ‘of the Venus
réesounded “with the death-throes of vermelhas,
porgos, and other fish. A considérable number of
species, were obtained, of which T wade drawin
and wrote out descriptions ; while of some of the
smaller species, I was able to preserve specimens,
either in spirits, or prepared .as skeletons. ' The
stapidity of the captain and crew was annoying
in the Jast degree. - That I should want to take
the likeness of a fish ed too trivial an ided to’
itidulge me in, and I had ‘more than once a fish
which I had partially sketched taken away from
me by.order of the captain, to cut up, as 1 was
interfe with the work. ' Qccasionally, a piece
of nullipore was brought np from the bottom ina
‘hook.’ 1f I wis quick enough to secure it before
it was thrown overboard, I was enabled to eollect

‘'some’ beautifal  hydroids-and  bryazoans; with

which this material swarms. By examining the
contents of the stomachs of some of the fishes, I
succceded in finding some prizes in the shape of

Withal
‘the time was not being wasted, = ;
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Thete were' some beautiful ‘jelly fishes about,

-| the. vessel ‘one day while we anchored at the Is-

lands of St. Anpa, and I was very desirons of cap-
turing some, . I txied to borrow a bucket, Wﬁe‘
surly old captain, when he found out what I was
‘away. Tbeiwm “agua veva,” he said. . Thez;
‘were nasty things that would barn one’s fingers”
‘and he 'wanted to know what T desited to be
troubling my head about such things for, Ttried
10 argue with him ; but it was fiot until after I
used a little dose of Yankee soft 80ap that I was
‘able  to secure some specimens. - I got the negro
‘¢ook to ‘help me because of his dex&erit{ o
throwing the bucket over them ; to stimulate him,
T'slipped ino lis hand & few “dumps,” or
copper pennies, As I'sat stadying my ielly-ﬁsﬁgs
A.ﬁfgm_ chqins of Iéqit}u’,l-likﬁ salpac, I heard an
amusing discussion going.on in the galley be-
-twmntta cook and some of the sailors, who were
all sorely puzzled as to what our business could
‘be. “The conclusion ‘come to was, that we were
going to make picture books. - »
8o engageéd "had we become, that when a fa-
vorable wind at last sprang up, we delayed so
long that the rést of the fleet got. the start of us
and soon reached thé port of Rio Doce, and pass-
‘ed ns up the coast. As for us, we had'torepeat the
exploration - of Cape 8t. Thome. " Again and
ain we beat up along the coast, just soath of
ge“!)'ope, uotil finally we were o ‘to' ‘run

21

irbor of Vietoria, where

we spent several days. E, went up to the city and
;oh&ypzed,iwww_hn:ﬁ.dﬂﬁ ' “‘i’
~all the time I could on shore, collecting

¥

‘marive specimens, shells, &c., and also land shells

g

| from the vicinity of VillaWVeltha, a little old town'

‘situated at the mouth of the - harbor, under the

| shade of a high -couniéal: hill, on'the summit of

which is perched the picturesque convent of Mos-
sa Senhora do Penha , or, in other words, “Our
‘Lady of the Rock,” who has, if we believe sailors,
‘been the worker of di;;;; n:;m'u i; saving u;:‘g ;
vamt»mmb”n .~ P ‘. ol ' o ' )
e T e 1 ol e ompy. A o

riost had charge of it, and officiated on sot occa-

Penha is great conconrse of people
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‘downg, ordared the sailors to'take the: bucket | was greatly to their reproach, But before we

SAINT JOHN, N. B, THURSDAY, JULY 26, 1867. ol. XX., No
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“ COME THIS WAY, FATHER.” procured some fish and some gormorants’ eggs, | soll me a huge specimen that woul% not go into
from the latter of which we secured several ioter- | my barrel. I told him I wanted to Buy the small | denomination.

ones ; but he strenuously denied that he bad any
others—although I had seen them—and, letting
;lo_ooe, he Bet off, swearing at me for detaining
i, '

Conto spent a large Ean of the time on shore ;
and.we on ship-board then gave ourselves over to
making up for lost time in the eating line. Not
having the fear of the capitao’s whip, which lay
across the hatchway before his eyes, the cook got
us up.some dainty dishes, and, for once, we had an
unlimited supply of coffee and tea. Carne secca
was, by loog cooking, converted into a dish resem-
bling stewed ropes’ ends, and called “Old clothes,”
while the capitao’s garnafaczinho (demijohn
came near rununing dry from the frequent * pulls
of all hands (except the Americans, of course),
*‘and all went merry as a marriage bell.” I got
the boat and & cotiple of men, and pulled round
the rocky point at the entrance of the harbor,
where I made a good collection of corals, sea-
urchins, &e., which, to the disgust of the captain,
were spread around drying. As a slight draw-
back, I may mention that, the dog ate up some
fish skeletons I had labored to prepare, together:
with some little sharks’ jaws, teeth and all. One
dismal night, when it was blowing fearfully, and
right 10 our teeth, old Conto came on board late.

¢ had been waiting for him. With the splash
of the oars “came the sound of his voice, singing
drankenly a doubtful melody. Coming alongside,
he assured us he was ** all right;” mounted nim-
bly the ladder, and then fell sprawling on the
deck. “South wind,” said he; “hoist éhie) an-
chor.” But the crew felt better satisfied with
the cable out, and did not mind orders,

(To be continued.)

lho'lntrodnctozy Sermon Preached before the’
Eastern N. B. Baptist Association, on the
12th of July, 1867.

BY THE REV. J. O. HURD, M. D.,

And Published by Request of the Body.
» 'l'ho;o;i {o:sineth yet very much land to be pommd."
-1 bave thought that the Ianguage of God to
Joshua, when “ old and" stricken™ in years,” to
aronse him, and the peoplé through ‘him, from
their sloth -and ‘inaction, to push forward their

| arms and multiply: théir . conquests, until they

should occupy the whole extent of .the promised
_possession, might be applied with no small degree,
of force and propriety to the churches represex.t-
ed i this Association. The people began well.
With an ardent zeal and vigorous determination,
they pressed onward from victory.to victory.—
Every day was marked by some progress, and
‘every encoanter resulted in their decided advag-'
tage over the enemy, all of which gave promise
of rewardibg their toils and conflicts with speedy

| and triamphant success. .

.Bat their ardor soon cooled, their efforts: re-
laxed, their courage flagged, and growing weary
in well-doing, they became quite too well satisfied
with present acquisitions.,  This was their error ;
for this they were censured, and this doubtless

pronounce too severely against them, we will do
well to look to ourselves a little, and sée if there
is not'something about ‘us as christian churches,
‘which bears a striking resemblance to that which
was most censurable in the conduct of the Jews !
: When Jesus, our.New Testament Joshua, had re-
ceived all power in heaven and in earth, for the
purpose of securing the fulfilment of the prowmise
made by the Father : “ I shall give. thee  the

ig | heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost

g.m of the earth for thy Ppossession,” he. gave to
his " disciplés the 'broad commission : “ Go ye
‘into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.” ' “Go ye therefore, and teach 'dll na-
tions, baptizing thém in the nathe’ ‘of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Glost, and 16!
I am with ﬁn always, even 'to the erd of the
world.” 08 their designated field was the
qo,rld, and with the promised assurance of the di-
/vine presence to accompany . aud -uphold them,

"dued to the * obedience of faith.”

assignitg them their work unider the seal of this
broad ‘€ommission, and was himself received ap
inta heaven; to sit on the Fight hand of God, they
went forth, with a bureivgzeal, earnestly, perse-

veringly, successfully, preaching everywhere,—
“ the Lord:working . with them, and confirming

the word with sigos following.” 1In.the language

of a modern.writer, “ From Jerusalem they pro-

?.Qﬂded in all directions, like the lines of a circle
rom the ceotre. Commencing in Judea, they
soon spread over all Palestive, entered the con-
tignous éountries ih Asia, visited the Isles, reach-
ed Europe. And successively the banners of the
cross were displayed, in “province beyond pro-
vinee, and it clime beyond climic; * Bat- instesd
of continning their glorions career, after a while
they looked back and were satisfied with their

rogress ; they preferred ease to acquisition ; they
L‘ujp divide the spoil they had gained ; they
often turned their arms against each other—while.

the enemy pressing upon ?mn. sem, frequently obli-
ok ¢ »9.“‘3,99?!-*9&1 its, and to chan
eir_position.”. Such are the sad facts whic
history records in reference to the earlier efforts
of ‘the chr arch.  Since that ime her lai
bours have been feeble &d imgnmr,‘ .‘zgh,a‘rpyb
W dy and uusatisfactory.—
mm’mm‘m’;«dun; and tegardless
of the solemn
ber,
state «

responsibilities which press upon
e
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by far too small a portion of the land which

rguish'ed the early pioneers of the cause in this

their efforts were neyer. to be. circumscribed or |-
terminated pntil the whole earth should be sub- |- -

And when the Lord had thus gp.oke‘nvto them,’ :

| er, for as the

confine our remarks to the chnrches of our own |“ And whom he did predestinate, them he also
And it is“painfully evident that | called.” = To what, then, arc we called 7 * God
hath not called us unto uné¢leanness, but unto ho-
ought to be occupied and cultivated by us, is as | liness.” * He hath saved us and called us with
yet in our possession ; and much of that te which | an holy calling, not according to our works, but
we pretend to have a claim, instead of being |according to his own purpose and grace, which
fraitful and flourishing as the garden of the Lord, | was given us in Christ Jesus before the world be-
is but little better than barren waste—neglected, | gan.”” ~ And what are the commands bearin§ on

exposed, and desolate. And judging from all | thissubject, reiterated through cver{ page of Holy

that appears from our movements just now, it | Writ, and which it would be endless to quote ?

would seem that the efforts to be put forth in the | “ Follow after peace with all men, and holiness,

fature to exteud the limits of our operations, are | without which no man shall see the Lord.” “ As

ot likely to be much in advance of those of past | he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy

years, The field is large and inviting ; there are |in all manner of conversation.” * Let us cleanse
‘wide plains, fertile valleys, fruitfal hn'ﬁls, and foun- | ourselves from all filthiness of the flash and spirit,
tains abounding with water. The prospect is de- | perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord,” and
‘lightfal, the demand for labour urgent, and our | multitudes of other passages of similar import,
responsibility ibcreases according to the advanta- | includmg the solemn injouction of our Lord, “ Be
ges we possess.  In view of all this, then, wemay | ye therefore perfect, even as your Father, which
well inquire, in thé language of Joshua to the |is in heaven is perfect.” And what are our shurch-
assembled multitude at Shiloh | “ How long are | es without this—holiness of heart and life !  We
ye slack to go tp possess the land which the Lord | may have numbers and wealth ; fine chapels and
God of your fathers hath given you I And had | large congregations, an educated ministry, with
we have possessed and practised a tithe of the |all the pomp of outward observances ; but with-
zeal and self-denial which so eminently distin- | out holiness all is but emptiness and vanity. Mere
fountains without water, trees without f{ruit, or
bodies without life, motion, or power. If this,
then is the glory and strength of Christian char-
acter ; if it is essential to our enjoyment and use-
fulness as individuals and churches, I.think it

province, the whole land would by this time have
been well nigh in ourpossession ; churches wounld
have been p%anted in _every county and parish,
and supplied with all thé means of spiritual

rowth and development, and our denominational
lnterests in general settled on a basis of perma-
‘nent prosperity. Instead of this we have advan-
¢ed slowly and feebly, sometimes barely holding

“is yet very much land to be possessed.” How
little progress have the best of us made; how
meagre our attainments; how manifest our defi-

our owp ; our numbers by far too few, our means | ciencies. Every christian should o%? a living pho-
scanty, and our operations confined within the li- | tograph of Christ. His image shofild be stamped
mits of an inconsiderable corner, scarcely suffi- | upon our moral natures, and his perfections

"eient to afford us a subsistence. 1 would that

these statements were not true ; that the picture
I have presented were in some measure over-
drawn. But facts are stubborn things, and this
is not the place either to conceal or evade them.
It is useless to pamper ourselves with visionary
notions of dominion and power, when the re-
verse is plainly manifest, or to indulge the folly
of the faodiceans, who dreamed of activity and
zeal in the midst of lukewarmness and apathy,
and boasted of wealth and importance, while
they shuat their eyes to the poverty, weakness and
shame of their actual condition. Let us not ima-
gine, then, that our work is' done, or our warfare
accomplished while so mach of the land remains
yet to be possessed. And if we would occupy
that land, and epjoy it, and cultivate it for Him
whose servants we are, and whose glory we are
bound to promote, we need—

I. In the first place, in all our churches—min-
isters and members—MORE OF THE MIND THAT WAS
Arso v Carisr Jesus. More of the real genuine
religious element ; a loftiér tone of piety ; a:deeper
work of grace; a more thorough consecration of
heartaund life to theservice and glory of God. Iput
this first, because it is of the highest importance.
‘Withit, we arestrong in the Lord, and in the power
of his might, and shall go forward from “ conguer-
ing to gconquer ;” without it, we are powerless,—
“ upstable as water,” and can “ never excel.” The
christian who fails here, can be of little servicé to
the Master’s cause, whatever may be his endow-
ments in other respects. He may have the wealth
of a peer, the wisdom of a philosopher, and the
tongue of an angel, but in the absence of the
heaven-engendered elements of an inner life, or
the growing and expansive development of spir-
itnal power in the soul, his strongest endeavours
will be but the feeble efforts of a child, and his
most ardent zeal, and loudest pretensions, but
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. The im-

rtance of this grand element in the ministry is
"mt and acknowledged. Their acceptance with
the people, and the success of their labors, main-
ly depend upon it. All the learning of the schools,
‘with the most commanding talents, could not en-
title them to minister at the sacred altars of the
ehureh, if with all these they are wanting in piety.

Pollok’s graphic description of a minister will
be readily endorsed by every christian :

“ Elect by God himselt,

should shine forth in our lives. DBaut, alas! how
faint is our resemblance of him who was * holy,
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners,”
¢ who did no sin, neither was. guile found in his
mouth ; who, when he was reviled, reviled not
again ; when he suffered, he threatened not, but
committed himself to Him that judgeth righteous-
ly.” . Who pleased not himself, spught not his
own ease or comfort, but sacrificed everything for
the good of others ; for though he was rich, for
our sakes he became poor, that we through his
poverty might be made rich.

Nay, if we measure ourselves by a much lower
standard, our defectivenéss will ‘be scarcely less
manifest. If we place ourselves side 'by side
with those illustrious characters whose history has
been reecorded in the sacred writings, and compare
ourselves with the finished likenesses there sketch-
ed by the pencil of inspiration, how far do we
fall below the resemblance we onght to bear to
them in patience, faith,” and holy obedience !|—
They * through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought
righteonisness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, waxed valiant in ‘fight, turned
tto flight the atmies of the~aliens. Others
were' tortured, not  accepting delivetance
that they might obtain a better resurrection;
others bad trial of eruel mockings and scourgings
—yea; moreover, of bonds aud imprisonments
They were stoned, sawn asundecr, tempted, slain
with the syword; they wandered about iu sheep-
skins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tor-
mented—(of whom the world was not worthy.)”
Those were men of God, thoroughly consecrated
to His service.
of His name, or the extension of His kingdom, no
sacrifice  was top -great, no labor too seyere, no
suffering too intense, ' They were *good men,
and fall of the Holy Ghost and of faith,” They
were never weary in well-doing,” but. “ steadfast
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord.” .

And we profess to be followers of those who,
through faith, patience and much tribulation, en-
tered into the Eingdom of heaven ; and howevet
far we/may fall short'of the excellencies which they
displayed, we cannot but acknowledge thieir im-
portance as well as the unccessity of - imitating
them. It is essential to our life and progress. Qur

Aucipsed hr. $he .%ﬁ:}'&;"ﬂ‘l"x“; highost- and truest enjoyment depends* upon it.
Instructed fally.in the will dinine, o If we wonﬁi be happy, we.maust. be holy. .Godli-
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