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God Means us to be Happy.

BY MRS, H. 0. GARDNER.

God means us 1o be happy ;
He fills the short-lived years
With loving, tender mevcies,
With smilcs as well as toars,
Flowers blossom by the pathway,
Or withering, they shed
Their sweetest fragrance over
The bosoms of onr dead.

God filled the earth with beanty ;
- - He touched the hills with light ;

He crowned the waving forest

With liviog verdure bright ;
He taughbt the bird its carol,

He gave the wind its voice,
And to the smallest insect

Its moment to rejoice.

What life-hath oot his blessing 1

Tried in Aflliction’s farnace,
The gold becomes more pure—
8o strong doth sorrow make us,
So patieut to endure.

No way is dark and dreary
If God be with us there ;
No danger can befall ns
When sheltered by his care.
Why should our eyes be blinded
To all earth’s glorious bloom !
Why sit we in the shadow
That falls apon the tomb !

Look up and eatch the sunbeams !
See,,xov the day doth dawn!

Gather the sc roses

. That grow beside the thorn !

God's pitying love doth seek s ;
He leads ns'to his rest,

And from a thousand pathways,
He chooses what is best.

-
For _the Christian Visitor,

Prince Edward. Island Association, &c—Ou

 Duar Broraen,~I have not observed in you:
colamns any -notice of the Association recentl
formed in Prince Edward Island. It was consti
toted at North River, where its first meeting wa
held July 18th, 20th and 21st. It comprises al
the regular Baptist churches on the Island ; thei

npwards of 600, Many came together at its for

mation, and dnm" intérost was awakened by on
roce .. Indeed the gathering was

ow:

o interest was increased by th

.

efforts made among us on behalf of what we, as.
Baptists, regard as 4 New Testament Christianity.
We are persuaded ke will do so in the fature;
and hambly trast thiat the beautiful prayer of the
Psalmist will be answered in- our experience, as
| well as in that of kindred bodies—* be mer-
:';?l"um u.ndﬁﬂ:‘u;’, and cause his ::; to
shine upon us: ‘way may be known
upon earth, thy saving health among all natiors.”
' Oa Lord’s day, July.19,the new meeting bounse
‘recently completed by onr North River brethren,

‘| was_opened for public worship. Your corres-

It has been my great privilege
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~dhat time. iaas ; ‘seut purposes, May a gracious God there “ make
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&rm _The oceasion was a memorabl.
and pleasant one. = God has smiled upon the poo:

to attend oor |

| his work. A nobler spirit, or one better qualified

| ed in his work.

i 2 G, Ningpo, April 16, 1868,
Wu. H. Wxoxorr, LL.D., Cor. Sec. A. B. U., New York:
My Dear Brother— writing t0_you in
Fe with bas very good, and 1

Lord of the harveat,” until it shall please him to
grant anto us, in this matter also, the desire of
our, hearts.

There were, as usual, brethren who visited the
Convention from abroad. Dr, Mardock, for ip-
stance, Corresponding Secretary of the American
Baptist Missionary Union. Four years ago, Dr.
Warren, Foreign Secrvtary of the same noble in-
stitution, paid vs a visit. We had imagined that
there was scarcely another in the world like him
—in mind, in heart, in faith, in geal, in utterance.
Yet brother Murdock not only reminded vs of
him, but seemed to take his place ia our bosom ;
at least to sit worthily at his side. We gladly
reci ted the greetings which he bore to us.
We even felt that, in some sort, it was good to
be adjoined, yen, annezed to our neighbors of the
Great Republic; that is, in our common aim to
bring the world to the feet of Jesns! The more,
as they too are adjoined and annexed to as, while
‘on both sides of the Bay of they laboar

-'Who hath not songs to sing, | under the folds of the' British flag, to bring Bar-{
Or ful words to utter, mese, Knrous, Shans, Tel A-nm:z. prt ¢

oure OB whel F Aikeest: ShAites Jot HiY
-Gospel work! May that ovemess be more and
more realized, as betwéen ourselves and our
 Aweriean neighbors—nay, as between the Chris-
tinn people both of Britain and Ameriea, until
we become so wedded and welded together, by
the power of a holy love, that war, as between
their country and ours, shall become an absolate
impossibility, and peace a delightful and perpetu-
al necessity ! :

There wns Dr. Kyfe, too, Principal of the Lite-
rary lostitute, Woodstock, Ontario. He came at
the re instance of brethren mo{ our-
selves, in order to cualtivate fraternal relations

minoe and the Lower Province He
was just the man for this work. In the vigor of
bis age, porily and bale io general aspect, intelli-
gent and good humored in ecountenance, with
ready, common sense utterance, a well stored
and well balanced mind, and a warm Christian
heart, it was but natursl that we should take to
him and echeerfully respond to hie kindly aims,
It is 1o be hoped that, as the resnlt of arrange:

brethren will retarn bis visit at Baptist gather-
ings about to be held in Canada. We are form-
ing with the Canadas important commercial aod
political relations. 'hsnliﬁu‘; facilities already
existing, or contemplated, will speedily bring as,
so to speak, into ‘nearer local relations, It were
both fitting and feasible that, under these circam-
stances, we should become closely. confederated
in “ works of faith and laboars of love.” There

can searcely bo fewer zhu':‘oi;ooofna ”: not
more, representing a o of some ,000

onyu. scatter ,"vovmc domain of the New
%&nilto‘n.' thing we have done for God

and souls in our divided capacity. Who caa tell
what we might effect, could we but be combined
in some well devised organization, embracing in
some way our home field, or the foreign ﬁulz or
perhaps both !—some dueunial or triganial Con-
vention, if not an annaal one, which ‘would brin,
us face to face, and o' #ble ns to give birth to
plans from which we, and the world at large,
'might degive  deep and far-reaching benefit t
Surely oor eration is mot for the world
wlone. It is for the Charch as well. - Be it oars,
as Baptists, to mark the signs of the times, and
sec what we ¢dn make of them ; vot for low,
carthly, selfish ends, but for ends worthy of our
|Christian name, and contributing to the glory of
Him “ whose we_are, and whom we serve,”

Yours in the v

J. Davs.

Yarmouth, September ¥, 1863,

For the Christiin Visitor.
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g to faed his soul with bricks, and stone, and sh

" | such sinners will not-be heard, Or, sappose

| mouse, so
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Shanghae ; but that can ot do any
at present. It has more work for its
own missidnaries than it can do. Printing in the
character | can get done with Chinese blocks
with tolerable satisfaction ; but the Romanized
colloquial ean be printed only by a foréign press.
Brethren Jenkins and Kreyer, with whom I'have
bad much conversation on this subject, think
that we ought to have a press heve, and they n:ga
me to try and get one, It is needed mach by the
Baptist interest in China. Of this I feel satisfied.
Bat bow is it to be got—that is the question. If
our rich and generous friends at home would take
up the snbject it wonld be a small matter. Oune
or two thousand dollars would prob;:ld be suffi-
cient to parchase and get into ation here a
press that would do all otr work, Could you not
get some wealthy brethren to take up this matter,
and supply our wants in this respect? The
to the Bible Union ; and itis
perhaps, that ‘it should, as it would be
in Bible work. Perhaps, when
ttle more léisure, I will write you far-
wmms the maiter in a

sion press
work for :

.| have heard nothing fron you sinee leaving
New York. The American mail via San Fran-
cisgo, due here two weeks ago, has not yet ar-
rived.

Otir missionary work hers is progressing hope-
fully. I bave baptized nineteen since my
retarn from America.  With kind rds to all
thie members of your Board, aed hopicg to hear
from you soon and often, I am,

Yours sincerely, E. C. Lorp.
SBEENRE LRI o _oe o o sus s oy

Will God Hear a Sinner's Prayer !

BY HENRY WARD REECHER,

There is but one other poiot that I will make
—namely : that “this view affords an answer to
the question that is continaully arising in the
lives of ment * Will God bear a sinner's prayer 1"
It depends very much on what he prays for.
Some prayers God, -I hope, will not bear. I
koow that he will not. But there are many
prayers that full from sinfal lips, from the lips of
men technically called kinners, that 1 believe God
will hear, A prayer, for instance, of familiarity
and worship and fellowship, from men who are
wittingly living in sin—~will God hear sich a

rayer! Suoppose 4 man rolls in luxary ; suppose
til eyes stand oat with fatness; suppose he has
more than heart coald wish ; suppose he with-
holds himself from his own flesh, and, rioting in
drink and in. gluttonous meals, rolis rubicund to
his place wn charch, and sings hymns and niter®
pravers—will God hear him, wise-bibbing and
gluttonous as he is!  God will not hear the pray-
er of such a siner, nor admit that be isa m
: liar—Dblessed be God,

shipper, or a child, or a famili
no?P" "

Such pragers of sdch sinners God will not
hear. Or, %‘ou oné ‘should, in ‘the midst of
worldliness, feeling that all ‘'his goods lay in this
world, and, imitating the ago of Secripture,
say to his soul, * Soul, thouhast much laid
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink
and be merry ;" suppose a man shonld undertake

and houses ; suppose a_man should bring to'ﬁ;
poor, sick, lmngq. survu? soul, gold, and say,
“Eat,” his soul pines and moans; su he
should h:;‘ to his soul ambition, ,.d say, “Be
e A
‘inan begins at to pray, “ ‘

:world;y‘dor‘e.' and ioaéi:ym and make me h:g;

" do 8 wiil hearthe ero

?u’éh a lz:l‘ of mnﬁ No. :The prn?Zn of
one
should pray to God for relief from . sufferings
caused by sins which he does not mean to break
off ; suppose, having doné shameful T:?' shame
takes M“z m ;. $appowe, Baving com-
mitted ipfamous deed hg ung with a sense |

of his guilt ; suppose, baving been croel, remorse .

gias to torment him, and yet he remains hard
mww’m&aoﬁm”w‘fm“ less in

selfishness ; and 0:204- ppose he prays shat God will
separate between rm:nmpa-ﬁoc,.n.m :
angels of heavenin. ious ranks coald wring
from the loving God an apswer to snch a petition
as that,  There is no_disjoining the everlasting
connection which there is between wrong doing
wnd suffering. But suppose a t has been
to ot

o Shas
doing wrovg. ety at war with it -somie

is = ke it ; 8
man that stands in socie — 801
x; wretch from the purlieas of the Five Poimi
i Gt eciief” ¢ DS ke ‘phofoeciol
thief, some swindler in Wall-street—suppose he
should come to that poiot in his life in w he

o
=

-| feels a new principle 51«.. t0 wake up i
: ] :il‘: O'li;: “m.kpﬁ‘

bim, a moral protest,

from his companions ; suppose (&mu # part of
the infernal nature of sin Lo drag back sinners
fuin would break away from temptation ; and i,

they cannot way fsom it: so

Blage. with them-_for, a4 dat pags "with n
ini -u{y" lays with sioners, they run-

ning away o:‘ry 0 be' caught again and earried

&&"en long ‘to be utterly destroyed | “Pt:::

‘a man, a’‘poor dronkird, in the mide of

-vain strifes and struggles, under the of
which he is like & drowning wan that QS;-W
{np the shore only :Q ocean

T RN L
1 Oh! where is there.
g from his sin

God ‘hear him? 1If g man is |
mon, il of whom, if they

ful men. Itisin the bosom of Him who from
love gave his Son to die for you while yet you
were sinners. [ preach this disintercsted love.
[ preach the bounty and the nature of this di-
vioe love, that it may be an encouragement to
every man not to go on from transgression to
transgression. I appeal to everything that loves
goodncss; 1 appeal to everything that abhors
wickedness ; [ appeal to everything that believes
in generority and gratitude and love, and I say
that you bave a God against whom you eannot
afford to east alife of perpetnal sin. Turn, there-
fore. Love ms yoa are loved. Be healed ; and
rise in the last day with glory upon your head

' and immortality in your heart.

Picking up a Pin; Or, The Beginning of
Great Things.

“Many people bave inherited a great nsme
from their paieats and friends; why cannot [
make a great reputation by my own industry and
perseverance 1

These words were spoken by a young man of
mmable appearance, yet really in want, as he
walked, ove autumn morning, in the year 1787,
up Aontw-street, in Paris, and approached the
stately house of & great banker. Bn ringiog the
door bell, his beart beat with fear and anxiety,
whet he was met by a servant in livery, who
asked him rather bluotly what he wanted.

“I wish to speak to Mr. Perregaux,” replied
the young man. *Ia he at home "

The answer was affirmative, and the porter led
bim up the broad, marble stairway to the upper
story, where the young man was adwitted into a
splendid ante-room, ornamented with paintings
and statues. He quietly took a seat in a corner,
and bad bardly the courage to tace the great men
who weot in and out of the great banker's room.
He thought of his home in the country, of his de-
parture from his beloved parents, of their-prayers
and their blessings. He reealled his mother’s last
words: “ What will you do in Paris, my son!
Stay here. You bave your home, though it is a
poor one,” And then he thought of his own
aoswer : * Let me try my fortune, dear mother,
in order that I may share it with you and my
dear friends.” “But,” answered 'she, “ fortune

oes not always visit those who seek it.” To
this he l'eplim{y : “Bat it pever seeks those who
never seek it.” “Well, g0, said the tender-
hearted tnother, “go, and . if 'you don’t succeed,
. do not be ashamed to return to us, Your fther's
house and the arms of your mother will always
be open to you.”

Mr, Perregaux was reading a letter when the
onpr man was admitted to his presence, and he
ardly noticed the unassuming stranger.

“ o you wish to speak to me, youn
said the banker in a fricodly way, “If
mo in what 1 can serve you,”

“ Mr. Pe ux,” said the young man, looking
painly and calmly in s face, “ I have neither
uame, nor rank, nor fortune, but industry, strength
and a strong will to work. Can you notgive me
a place in your great business house ! even the
wost insignificant one wounld suit me,”

“ What is your asme 1” asked Mr, Perreganx,
who could not keep bhis eyes from the sttractive
features of his young applicant, and read in his
clear eye discrétion and ficelity.

“ Jacques Laffitte,” was thie answer,

« Eighhass yoare, ropi 1

“Eighteen years, ed the young man. *
was born og tg' Mrcgl{ Octobor{'l 7689."

“ Are you 'a Pafisidn " inguired the banker
further.

“ No, sir, 1 am from Bayonne. My father is a
carpenter, and has ten children to care for, My
object is to find a place where I shall be able to
support my father's family,”

“A poble undertaking, young man,” replied
the banker; “but I regret to say that I have no
tl‘m yacant for you. | am sorry for this. Per-

ps & ‘later application would “find me able to
receive you.”
-+ Everything ‘scemed to swim before Laffitte’s
eyes.  He scargely knew how to reach the door.

is knees trembled as he descended the marble
staircase, and with a slow step be went down into
the street. The refusal was almost more than he
could bear. Yet he summoned courage and
started off, ' ’

Just_ns he reached the streect, he saw some-
thiog -bininf in the sand that had collected near
the steps. It was only a pin, yet he took it up
and stick it in his coat. This little act, appa:
Tently niseen by any body else in the world, de- .

his whole “futare. Mr. P x stood at
the window, and, without designing it, b
to see the refused applicant pick something up, -
and wondered what it was. When the yonng
wan stock it in the Jeft breast of his coat, the
baoker thought it was a pin. Men who have
great knowledge of .buman natore, like Mr, Per-
regans, understand the meaning of sceming in-
significant things, and how far small actions go
toward the interpretation of character, 8o he said
to himself: “ The man who will pot refuse to
pick up_a pin, must certainly bave some babits
shat will be of use if he ever has an oppor-
tonity to employ them.” =~

“He quickly opeéned the window, and ecalled

‘”ﬁ young man quickly returned, bastened up-
gtir, o was soon agein in the presence of te
un;; yo.z'hn the gondu-," said Jacques,
%o comply with my ”

% What makes you so decided I” replied t!io1

man 1"
8o, tell

banker, .
: ;e,‘-,,,“‘.{x'ﬂ.&b. fact that you have recalled me,”

er, “ I believe would not b
o B

3 8. e

*Quick powers of observation, love of order
«conom ."'nﬁiodﬁr. egany, in a friend-
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the entire country, in consequence of his wise
and judicious counsel for the government of the
city. His dear parents in gayonne were still
living, and he sopported them all the time in the
most handsome way possible; and after his
mother became a widow, he took her to his house
in Paris, Many young men of taleot owed their
prosperit{‘to bim, as he had started them in bu-
siness. He sopported a great many in their
studies at his own expense.

When Louis XVITL. was cobmpelled to flee be-
fore the advance of Napoleou gt the beginning of
the * Handred Days,” he committed his entire
private fortune to Laffitte ; and Napoleon, too,
placed his fortune in Laffitte’s hands. Tus the

reat banker had for some time in his own keep-
ing the property of both rivals to the French
throne.

= After Paris was captured, in the year 18185, he
advanced two mullions of franes to the State,
which was compelled to give that much to the
allied hosts. One hundred thousand ‘rancs were
appropriated to him as Diroctor of the Bank of

rance, but Laffitte refused to receive it during
the laborious years of his administration.

Nearly the whole time of the Restoration he
wasa memwber of the Chamber of Deputies, and
one of the most worthy of the number. His
parliamentary activity was distingnished by his
warm patriotism, nobility of character, and acute
understanding. He always subjected his own
interests to the gewmeral good. In spite of the
displeasure in which the family of Marshal Néy
were, b permitted his only daughter to marry
Ney’s son, the Prince of Modena.

He reache:d the climax of his political promi-
reuge . in the July revolution. Without him,
Lonis Philippe would never have ascended the
throve. His politieal opinions were very decid-
ed, and if we ecannot approve of some of them,
we certainly cancot help admiring bis hogor and
integrity. He was a member of Louis Philippe's
mivisty, and had charge of the finances of
France; yet this lasted rgut for a short time, as
his views did not agree with those of the king.
He offered his resignation, and retired with dig-
nh{‘; a siraple citigen of the country.

tte died on Easter-day, 1844, amid wuni-
versal regret. The French people bad found in
him a true friend, and his name will ever be held
by them in great respect, — Methodist.

Power of Love.

Have you never seen what the expulsive power
of true love is in rolgard to faults, and what the
inspiration of true love is in regard to virtues 1
Oh, what a subsoiling love gives to the sonl.—<
Only love enongh, and there'is - nothing that is
not ible. To eonscience, but few things are
poJ:l‘:; to love, all things. A love that is spir-
1tual, a love that is really a deep and abiding af-
foetion, how does it convert the nature § how dogs
it cleanse and purify it ! how robust does it make
a man! how victorions! It is said, that “ love
conquers all things,” It is the meanest interpre-
tation of the maxim conceivable as it is ordina-
rily used, that it conquers the diffcrences that in-
te between two lovers. ‘The real victories
of love are in'the lover. The victories of love
are in the sharpesing of the understanding,
in the - cultivation of the ta in the
exaltation of vi;mo, in _the rml:zonlclin of the
disposition, in the more perfect develo t in
tl::p::uucter of all that Pi: beautifol lg:l'”
How it euriches the moral datare! How larg
and grand it makes the soul ! How easy is it, nn-
der the inspiration of love, for all the maltitudi-
nous icles of life to begin to move harmoni-
ously and to adjast themselves rightly, if only this
central fire of love be present, How impossible
without it; how impossible with love that it
should be otherwise |— Beecher.

The Word *‘ Belah.”

The translators of the Bible have left the word
Selab, which oceurs so often ib the Psalms, as
they found it, and of course the English reader
often asks his minister or some learned friend
what it means. And the minister or learned
friend has most often been obliged tv confess :s
norance, because it is a matter in regard to whi
the most learned bave by no means been of ‘one
mind. The ms, and most of the Jewish
commentators, give to the word the meaning of
eternally, forever. Rabbi Kimchi regards it a
sign to elevate ll::ﬁ. voice. The authors of the

uagint translation sppear to have regarded it
?:‘mnsical or rythmicflp note. Herder regards
it as indicating a change of toue ; Matheson as
a musical note, equivalent,  perhaps, to the word
t. According to Luther and others, it means

silence ! Gesenius explains it to mesn : “ Lot the
instraments’ play, and the singers stop.” Wocher
it as equivalent to sursum corda~~up my

soul] Sommer, after ‘examining all the seventy-
four passages in which the word occurs, recogni-
zes in every case “ an actnal | or summons

to Jebovah.” They are calls for aid and prayers
to be heard, expressed either with entire direct-
ness, or if not in the imperative “ Hear, Jeho-
vah I” or “ Awake, Jehovah I” and the like, still
earnest addresses to God that he would remember

and hear, ete.  The word itsell he |
dicating a blast of trampets by the
Inh, 'he thinks an abridged expres
3 N i lB. l 4 9 >

I
was .t,'o'
ancient art, also of Py




