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BRITISH AND MERCANTILE 

No bird-song floated down the hill, 
The tangled bank telow was still ; 
No rustle from the birchen stem, 
No ripple from the water's hem. 

The dask of twilight round us grew. 
We felt the falling of the dew ! 
For, from us, ere the day was done, 
The wooded hills shut out the sun. 

But on the river's further side 
We saw the hill-tops glorified ; 
A tender glow, exceeding fiir, A 
A dream of day without its glare. 

With us the damp, the chill, the gloom ; 
. With them the sanset's rosy bloom 3 
Witla dark, cu A Wm Sin, 
The river rolled its shades between, 
Froni out the darkness where we trod 
Wa gazed upon the hills of God, 
Whose light seemed not of moon or san § 
We spake not, but oar thoughts were one. 

We paused, as if from that bright shore 
Bueliusd our dear ones before ; 
And stilléd our beating hearts to hear 
The voices lost to mortal ear | 

Sudden our pathway turned from night ; 
The hills swung open te the light ; 
Through their green gates the sunshine showed; 
A long, slant splendor downward Howed. 

_ Down glade and glen, ‘and bank it rolled ; 
Tt bridged the shaded stream with gold, 
And, borne on piers of nist, allied 
The shadowy with the sunlit side 

“ So,” prayed we, “ when oar feet draw near 
The river, dark with mortal fear, 
And the night cometh, chill with dew, 
Oh, Father] let thy light break throagh ! 

“ So let the hill of doubt divide, 
So bridge with faith the sanless tide!’ 
So let the eyes that fail on earth 
On thy eternal hills look forth ; 
And in thy beckoning angels koow 
The deat ones whom we loved below.” 
— tl © A © eee ¢ 

The Bulwark of Protestantism. 

BY THE REV. H. STOWELL BROWN, OF LIVERPOOL. 

Being the Second Edition of the Cireular Letter of, the 
acushire and Cheshire Association of Baptist 

Since we last met as an Association, events 
have taken place in our country which, certainly 
as much as anything within the memory of the 
‘oldest man amongst us, have reminded us of our 

sition and our dutics as Protesta: 
or two hundred years the de 

which we belong bas protes‘ed ist | 
of Chareh and State, and against 
‘ment and endowment of the -Chu 

. 

State, as unscriptural, unwise, unjust, and highly | stand by it only so long as they are paid to stand 
injurious to Wie Iiteveuts of . And uth by itt Will the * glorious — which bas 
within the last few weoks, one of the ablest states: | 80 Jong been toasted as immortal fade from the 
wen of the day, himself neither « Roman Cath- | mind of Ulster Pa ( d the Boyne t 
olic, nor a Protestant Dissenter, nor an Infidel, | suddealy forgotten! Wis "Ribbonmen and 
but a warmly attached member of the Church en meet together and embrace each oth- | 
in this country, has stood up in bis place in Par- 
liament, apd, backed by a 2 majority of the 
representatives of the people, has, in the name of 
liberty and justice, demanded that, in Ireland, 
the Church established by the State od de 
lished and, in a great measure, disendowed. 
demand has of course called forth vehement op- 

tion, though opposition by no means so ve- 
ement as was expected ; or, whatever its vehe- 

mence, the whole country is ed that so 
little can he said, with trath and reason, in sup- 

port of os yom ty ed Ra yi many 

said again and again, that a State Church rr 
Bulwark of the Protestant religion ; that it is 
ihe chief security, if not the only security, we 
can have for our religious, and even for our civil 
liberties. Of course it is an old ‘cry; it might 
have been heard in all parts of England at an 
time d the last two hundred years ; but it | no friends, but makes for it mavy foes. 

"| has recently been nttered with unpsual frequency | Let vs cousider the condition ot Bond 
and unusual energy. In parliamentary debates pg 7 4 bigged Church is there the Bulwark 

7 pn seo gn gy 4 riser gr sgh Ly articles, it ba asserted, as if it | an cially ng ils na inl . 
were an indis y axiom, a first princi a | manisio <n but little . The Welsh a 
self-evident truth, that a State Church is the Bul- 
wark of Protestantism ; that, were this barrier | gious worship was taken in. 1851, of ups “of 

| swept away, vothing would be left to ct us | a million people, the la nomber of ‘worship- 
from the Not a] dagen Si i 
would soon, ove country and demolish al sumber of Catholic places of worship was or 

wai d t senters, ought to | poloaging to stant. Lise 
b | tendants chapels 

:| question, Has the State Church in that country 

| never won over a single covert ; it'might bind 

| intensely Protestant of all Protestants ‘forsake 

‘are certain, or even | test 

pendencies also as have co’ State Church, Pro- 
testantism secms- to flontish quite as vigorously 
as here, and Romanism does oot make any alarm- 
ing progress, To suy the least of it, Protestant: 
ism holds its ground quite as firmly where the 
Bulwark does not oxist as where it does. 
The assertion which we are combating, if it 

be true, leads to the very tincomfortable reflection 

dations. It must be at the meres of a Parlia- 
ment which is composed of Protestants, Catholics, 
Jews, and lofidels—of men of all varieties of be: 
lief and unbelief ; the man stay of Protestant: 
ism must be such a majority as State Churchism 

now, one can hardly TpsgK of such a majority ab 
all, in one branch of the legislature, “ln that 
branch of it which always in the long ran, and, 
often, after but a short run, obtains its way, the 
majority is at present very decidedly opposed to 
the maintenance of the Bulwark in pu ‘of 
the Kingdom where, were it what it is said to be, 
it would seem to be most “Awd so we 
are to believe that our Protestantism for 
its existence npon au Institution .which may at. 
any moment be destroyed | Can anything be more 
gratifying to the enemies of Protestantism than 
such an admission! What a triomph ha ‘the 
Romanist, what an occasion of scorn to the Infidel, 
to hear it said, by Protestants, that Protestantism 
ie a religion- which Parliament cav destroy, or, 1f 
not destroy, expose to an antagonistic force to 
which it must inevitably succumb | Well may 
Protestantistn exélaim, * Save me from wy 
friends I” Mgr 

Bat let us see how far our State Establishments 
of religion are effective as a defeuce against Ro- 
‘manism. And, first let us look at Ireland. Now, 
as a bulwark is intended only for defevce, we 
have, on this occasion, nothing to do with the 

made conquests for Protestantism { Probably 
the most zealous supporters of that Church feel 
that, for them, the less is said on that subject the 
better. But a bulwark is a:-bulwark, its sole pur- 

se is defence. Sach an institution might per- 
aps be a safeguard to Protestantism though it 

Protestants together ; it might preserve what it 
is unable to extend. And in Ireland Protestants 
do stand firmly by their ‘faith, and very few of 
them become perverts. But is it to the State 
Church that their firmness, their fidelity, their 
zeal are to be ascribed? Are we to believe that, 
in the absence of such an institution, the Protest. 
ants of Ireland would; in great mumbers or in 
small, slowly or rapidly, become Romanistst— 
Will the Episcopalians become Romanists in the 

| event of divestablishéut! Will the Presbyteri- 
ans become Romanists in the event of the with- 
drawal of the Reginm Donum? Will the most 

their faith under such altered circamstances, and 

er, as the result of the disestablishment of the 
Protestant Church 7 In so far as the cessation of 
fanatical hatreds is concerned, such a result is in- 

| deed greatly to be desired ; bat, if ever a people 
in this world were calumuiated, the Irish Protest 

| ants are calumniated when it is said, that it is 
their State hat saves them from going 
‘over to Rome. ‘Think of it, and say whether it 
is in the least degree likely that there would be 
one Protestant the fewer, were every vesti 
this vanoted Bulwark swept away. Toten of 
being a sonree of strength, the State Church in 
Ireland is rather a source of weakoess, to the Pro- 
testaut cause. It invites attack. It tends to pre- 
judiee, vo irritate, to exasperate the majority of 
the people. And a eauvse is certainly none the 

unger or the safer’ when its position and its 
management have such a tendency as this, The 
State Charch in Ireland gains for Protestantism { 

are firmly Protestants 

may be able to command in the legislature ; and | 

“When tho census of: reli- | PoP 

suppose that but for that Church sll the others 
would go over to Rome !—that the Free Church, 
and the United Presbrterian Church, and all the 
other Dissenting bodies are saved from perver- 
sion ‘or from destruction by the Establishment § 
The Establishment say, side by side with the 
other churches, be doing a great and good work; 
bat to eall it the Bulwark of Protestantism is 

that Protestantism must rest on very shaky founs [just as sheer nonsense as any mau could talk. 
Bot iu England 1<it may be said. Well, in 

‘England, then, how does the ¢ase stand? = In 
England this Balwark,—though specially favour- 
ed and made as strong as money, and territorial, 
‘influence, and parliamentary position can make it, 

- gland this Bulwark has not prevented — 

RAE growth of Wocsamlen ‘ss’ may § 
of the Establish ] 
anxiety and ‘alarm, To Eogland this Balwark has 
not prevented the recent setting up of a Catholic 
hierarchy, of Catheli¢ bishops and archbishops, 
taking their titles from English towns and cities, 
and performing all the fanctions of their Church. 
And not only go, in England there has been, es- 
pecially during the lt thirty years, a very con- 
siderable going over to Romapism ; and the Bal- 
wark bas not prevented that. Aud who have the 
perverts been! What werd they before their 
perversion | Were they the benighteéd Dissenters, 
who, under the blind guidance of illiterate teach- 
"ers, fell with their teachets ifito that ditch § Were 
they Methodists, Independents, Baptists, aed 
other such poor creatures; who, being so infatua- 
ted as to go and dwell outside the Bulwark, dis- 
daining ita. protection, were seized. and carried 
captive by the insicions foe! Alrost to a man 
and to a woman they were encircled by the Bal- 
wark. Many of them, being clergymen, did duty 
on thé Bulwark as sentinels, to gnard it and the 
Protestant faith, It is, io fact, the so-called Baul- 
wark of Protestantism and its solemnly sworn de- 
fenders that have furnished nearly all of those 
who have gone over to Rome. ~ Again, within that 
Bulwark, there are, at the present day, many who 
refuse to recognise even the word Protestantisin 
who declare that they aro not Protestants, but 
Catholics, though they are not prepared to say 
that they are Roman Catholics. Their principal 
leader bas lately published an Eirenicon, which is 
in fact a propusal to unite the Church of Kugland 
with the Church of Rome, if the conditions of 
peace can only be agreed apon. With the bit- 
terest scorn these men revile the Queen's supre- 
macy, snd fiercely demand to be set free from the 
obligations of the service into which they have 
entered, thongh determined to. ‘retain its emolu- 
ments. The pin is manned by a prion A 
lar ion of which is in open mntiny, fightin 
sg Fis on Debglr of pp itis : ok 
which the Bulwark is said to be oar only defence. 
In this country, all through the length” and 
breadth of it, there are places of worship in which 
the service is conducted as pearly as possible after. 
the Romish fashion, aud in which doctrines tho- 
roughly Romish are ‘constantly preached, while 
distinctively Protestant doctrines are denounced. 
Where are those places of worship, which, if 
Catholie, certainly can scarcely 

the Bulwark have found it necessary 
to institute a Church Defence Association, to de- 
fend the Church, not so much against either Ca- 
tholics or Protestant Dissénters as against itself; 
and they bave raised, or are raising, £50,000 to 
save themselves: from their own fellow Church- 
men. Unless baptismal regeneration be a Pro- 
testant doctrine ; unless priestly absolution be a 
Protestant doctrine ; unless something that can- 
not be clearly distinguished from traosubstantia- 
tion be a Protestaut doctrine ; unless it be a Pro- 
testant doctrine. that clergymen of the English 
Church has all the Bisa tyeity and power 
claimed by the priest of the Church of Rowe | 
unless also the in ign: edhe on the commu- 
 niog table, and the burning of incense in church- 
es, and the wearing of various ecclesiastical vest- 

ots made after the Romish pattern ; unless 
ye Protestant practices, it is absard to speak 
of our State Church as. the Bulwark of Protes- 
taojism, for such doctrines and such practices are 
to pe found within, ber pale. But there is io En- 

a number of Protestant Di pid of issenters, amount- 
ng probably to nearly ppe-half of the population, 
certainly comprising > one-half of such of the 

ulation as cau be said to have any religion at 
all. They manifest no Romish tendevcies. They 
are firmly and ‘intensely Protestant. Whatever 
their difforbasenich apiuiigsand theie differcnces 
of opinion are many--théy are agreed upon Pro- 
testaniism, upon every fom of Protestantism.— 
And are they to be told that their only defen. e 
pn ope is that Chareh Fhich has ah 

d neatly all the perverts in England, have, 
during the Tat tie ° wg re Sarvaiind to 
Bomanism ; that ake fom whose ministry we 
almost daily héar of some secession to Rome, and 
are not in the least surprised by the intelligence ; 
that gr ye ‘which is divided into two hostile 
parties, fighting over the gnestion whether that 
very Charch itself ought to be called Protestant ; 
that Church many « the.ablest bers of which 
are lotug fl 2h ir power to’ bring about a re- 
conciliation with ‘and ‘4 réturn ‘to comimu- 

y | nion with Rome ¥ ‘Surely if such aw institution 
stands between us and je; «it. is miore ‘of a 

than a bulwark; it stavds, not to pre. 
Neries. and | veot, but rather to facilitato the. communication, 

a are doing no mavper of good. 

i we ba ‘endensoured to 

145 7 

Church view with the greatest | 

be called Pro- 

| covered two men digging out skeletons, 
| the dim inscriptions on the westher-worn mono- 

| Qirown In 

potie power. 
Is there not something also in the inherent 

power of trnith;—if indeed Protestantism be trae, 
as we 80 loudly assert it to be? Does it not argne 
a most unworthy fear, a most shamefal distrust, 
if we wish for any other defence tham that which 
the truth itself affords? If Protestantism be, as 
we believe it to be, a religion which appeals to 
the reason and the conscience of men; which 
does not outrage the one by superstition, nor 
cheat the other with easmstry; which, setting 
aside all human inventions, traditions, and autho- 
rities, leads men at ovee to the Word of God ; if 
Protestantism be this, we can surely trust to its 
own living energy, without any reliance upon the 
ower and the patronage of the world, Aud the 
rovidence of God will protect that which is the 

cause of God. He will never forsake His own 
true Church, thongh He may suffer it to be se- 
verely tried. He will never allow it to be depen- 
dent for its existence, its safety, or its advance- 
ment upon the policy of statesmen and the votes 
of a secalar legislatare, : 

In.so far, however, as human agency can be a 
bulwark for Protestantism against the deadly, 
mighty, and subtle foe that is ever watching at her 
gates and assailing her defences, we may look to 
some other quarter than that of the State Church, 

Adversity overcome is the brightest glory, and 
willingly undergone, the greatest virtue. 

Paio and pleasure, serenity and storm, are the 

altérnate companions of every man in the journey 
of life. 

Every parent, like Adam, represents a race | 
and his righteousness or unrighteousness shall 
bless or curse his descendants, 

Neglecting the spiritual welfare of children is 
allowing the devil to take and fortify important 
positions before you move upon his works, 

Too many rest their eternal hopes on the obser- 
vance of religious forms; * the few that be saved” 
go beyond all these and rest only in the bosom 
of Jesus, tr. 4 Akg tor 

“1 never complained of my condition but onee,” 
said an old man; “ when my feet were bare and I 
#a8 no shoes; but 1 met a man without fect, and 
became contented.” 

Righteousness troubles the wicked, wickedness 
troubles the righteous ; bat there is a place where 
the wicked cease from troubling and the weary 
are at rest. 

If men but felt half the concern for their sins 
iin particular which they appear to fecl for the 

| wickedness of the world in general, the condition 

which has so sigoally failed, that it is, in reality, 
rather the way to Rome than anything else. We 
may look to that ever-spreading Nonconformity, 
which, whatever its faults, is at least firmly Pro- 
testaut ; which recognises no authority in religion 
save the Werd of God ; which in the olden time 
was foremost, and often was alone, in fighting the 
battles of religions and of civil libegty ; in whose 
worship, though it may sometimes offend 
good taste, not a trace of Romanistic ritnalism 
can be found ; in whose sermeys, be they able or 
feeble, learned - or uvlearned, there is nothing of 
Romirh dogma; in whose constitution there is 
nothing ‘hierarchical; whose ministers make no 
pretensions to sacerdotal power, and from whose 
numerous ranks a sccession to Rome is a thing 
almost unheard of. In this surely Protestantism 
has a bulwark to the full as strong as that which 
claims to be its main defence in this country. 
None the less is the bulwark of Noncouformity to 
be trasted becanse iL receives not a penny of sup- 
port from the State ; because it has uever been 
paid to be loyal to the Protestant interest; be 
cause its loyalty to that interest is purely the loy- 
alty.of the strongly earnest mind and deeply lov-- 
ing heart; or becanse,—though for centnries 
denounced and persecuted, and put into the 
same category with Romanisin, as dangerous to 
the institutions of the covutry,—it has, under 
every perseeation, and every disability, and every 
insuit been’ obedient to the law and faithful to 
the throne ; and offers for thie Sovereign and for 
the legislatore, not prayers which the State com- 
mands it to offer. in return for State favour, but 
pagers which rise spoutanconsly from its own 
eart in spite of much State disfavoar, hostility, 

and contempt. 
But the fact is that, to whatever Church they 

may belong, with the Word of God in their bands 
and the conviction of the truth of their own prin- 

Divine Providence, be themaclves the Bulwark of 
Protestantism. And they act in a cowardly man- 
ner, in a manner altogether unworthy the great 
canseé with which they-are identified, if they ask, 
or even desire, any other favour from the State 
than the fair play, the protection from injustice, 
the perfect religious liberty and religious equality, 
which ought to be aeceorded to all citizens, what- 
ever their religibus convictions may be. 

tll Wp 

The First Drink. 

Phil Tucker was 2 handsome boy. He was 
smart, too, considering the bad use he had made 
of the opportunities he had. But poor Phil had 
a dissipated father, and had lost hisg'mother when 
quite a child. Good persons pitied Phil, and 
said, “ If he had been raised nnder more favora- 
ble circumstances, he would have been a different 
boy.” But his father neglected bim, and worse 
than all, set hin a bad example. The result was, 
that Phil learned to drisk whiskey hefore he was 
sear grown, ‘At this time he has become a 
drunkard, and not unfrequently may be found in 
thie worst places. 

I met Phil in the road, not long ago, and feel- 
ing a good deal of interest in his welfare ; for 1 
knew his father in his days of decency and bis 
mother, when a hopeful bride. She was amiable, 
intelligent and accomplished. She little thought, 
when rejoicing at the birth of her first and only 
pledge of love, that her sweet little boy would 
ever be what he now is—a drunkard. Bat, as I 
said, meeting Phil, I reminded him of his excel- 
lent mother, pointed him to the ruin intq which 
be was plunging, and begged him to stop. 
“Too late! too late |” said he. 
“ Why, my dear boy,” said I, “ yon are only 

a lad—and are you so complete a slave already §” 
“I bave given loose rein to wy evil propensi- 

ties tov long, even now, to restrain them,” he 
said. Hethen went ow to say: “ Mr. D., if | 
had only seen the danger of the first drink I 
ever took, I might have been saved ; but there 
was no one to warn me, dnd I indulged. The 
first ed to the second, and so on, till T am what 
yon sce me—a drapkard. And now it is too 
ate! too late!" 

Poor boy, the next I heard of him he was un- 
der arrest for stealing. Beware of the first drink. 

Resurrection. 

a motley ergwd chained about some object of in- 
terest. 1 efbowed my way to the centre and dis- 

I read 

ment, and saw the bodies had been buried over 
sixty years. Side by side had rested so fa- 
ther; mother, and thrge grown np children, Once 

| they bad filled five different coffins. Now, as the 
the bones, they placed at the bead 
nthe five skulls, and arranged the 

he body as nearly as possible ac- 

order; the very small oves were 
isouously, 1 said ‘to a "peasant 

[+ 1M Yes," suid she; * but they will all come to- 

iples in their hearts, Protestants must, under the 

- As I was passing throngh another city I saw 4 

of the world would be mueh improved. 

Troe wealth consists in virtue, and not in the 
“possession of great estates ; and wisdom consists 
in nuderstaoding, and not in years. The wisest 
of men is he who has the most civility for others. 

How strange it is that men will devote the la- 
bors of a life time to the accumulation of riches 
that they must soon leave forever, while they will 
not devote an hour to the search for eternal 
riches. 

God will accept vonr first attempts to serve 
him not as a perfect work, but as a beginning. 
The first little blades of whent are as pleasant to 
the fariner’s eyes as the whole field waving with 
grain, 

GextLE InrLueNnces.—If the secret of all rege- 
nerate hearts could be laid open we should donbt- 
less view with a mixture of astonishment and gra- 
titode the quantity of benefit which has beco and 
which is cffected in the world by the familiar 
converse, and even Ly the silent looks, of traly 

good wien.— Bishop Jebb. 

Dr. Arnold once lost all paticnce with a dull 
scholar, when the pupil looked np in his face and 
said : “ Why do you spesk ‘so angrily, sit? In- 
deed, I am doing the best [ can.™ Years after, 
the doctor used to tell the story to his children 
and say : “ [ never felt so ashmwed in my life.~— 
That look and that specch I have pever forgot- 
ten.” 

“ And they shall heap np to themselves teaeb- 
ers having itching ears.” = Of all varieties of itch 
which afflict human nature, this itching for ap- 
planse, honor and titles is the woist. Lt is plain- 
ly forbidden by tbe spirit and letter of the gospel, 
and is destructive to the spiritual life of all whe 
are so unfortunate as to catch it. 

Sir Walter Scott's. wife, though an excellent 
and sensible woman, was a matter of fact ove, 
“Ome ‘day, while walking in the fields in early 
| spring, Die dilated to Lady Scott on the beawties 
of Nature, the verdure, the wild flowers, the play- 
fal lambs, ote. “Ah, my dear!” said the Judy, 
C*“you remind we that we must have a nice roast 
‘leg of lamb, with mint:sance, tor digner to-meor- 
row |” - 

When Rowland Hill was, some years ago, in 
Scotland,~he was introdoced to a minister some- 
what resembling himeelf in piety and eccentri- 
city. The old wan looked at him for some time 
very earnestly, and at length said : 

“ Weel, I have been looking for some teem at 
the leens © your face.” 
“And what do yon think of it?" said Mr. 

Hill. 
“ Why, I am thinking that if the grace of God 

had na changed your heart; yon would ha’ been a 
most tremendous rogue,” 

Mr. Hill laughed heartily and said: “ Well, 
you have hit the nail on the head.” 

DANcISG.—A writer in she Presbyterian Ban- 
ner makes a thorongh and exhaustive examination 
of the Bible history of “ dancing as a pastime of 
recreation.” His conclusivns are summed vn» as 
follows : 1. That during two thousand five hun- 
dred years through whose history we have travel- 
led, this pastime was a piece of wicked mockery, 
employed to shew contempt for the trie God and 
his wors ip. 2. In each instance reviewed the 
sudden, untimely destruction of the performers, 
or the ervel martyrdom of the pions and godly, 
through their instigation, is declared to bave re- 
sulted from the practice. 3. The facts are record- 
ed on the sacred prec to the everlasting disgrace 
and infumy of the participants. If any of our 
readers decm this an overdrawn statement, they 
will do well {0 make a careful investigation of the 
Bible history of dancing for‘themselves. 

L/ 

Sarery rroM THE Peries or Wearrn.—The 
late Geveral Halleck, Tor many years editor of 
the Journal of Commerce, was an honest, upright, 
and pare-minded wap, respected and hovored even 
by those who dissented from his opinigus on pubs 
lic matters, His ability and diligence ‘were re- 
rewarded with large pecuniary guins, which be 
employed freely for the purpose of doing good'to 
bis fellow men. At New Haven, he erected a 
spacious ehurch edifice at his own expense, winch 
cost him over $100,000. Que day a gentleman 
said to him : “ You have two things to be thagk- 
fu for which jointly bless but few men—a large 
arse and a large heart in the disbu ont of it? 
'o which Mr, Halleck answered, * From my boy- 
hood I have observed that every man ‘grew cove 
tous in proportion as he grew rich, if be did not 
keep giving. ' 1 am making inonéy atid mast give 
it.” He kuew that wealth got and beld for 
gratifigation of doveiotbios SOEs. YY 1 deni Hh 
ruin its e88Or, | ars SY Pee fended 

Plea for Simple Melodies. 
ftis mo woudes Aes singing has Fed. 

nobody knows; and the peop 
a 
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