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The Golden Bide.

There is many a rest.in the road of life,

If we ouly would stop to take,
And many a tone from. the better land.

If the quernlous heart would make.it |
To the sunny soul that is full of hope,

And whose beautiful trust ne'er faileth,
The grass is green und the flowers are bright,

LE

The affrightod inhabitants gazed with :rpdlod
looks at the woods and sky, and they had good
canse for their alarm, for the dreadful erisis w
even now upon them. S
The broad Miramichi, driven and tortureg by
the hurricane sweeping for miles along its surface,

when the tornado whirls agross it, and dashed its

" Thongh the wintry storm prevaileth.

Botter to hope, though the clonds hang low,
And to keep the eyes still lifted ; :

For the sweéct blae sky will soon peep through,
When the ominous clouds are rifted !

There was never a night without a day,
Or an evening without a morving ;

And the darkest hour, ns the proverb goes,
Is' the hour before the dawning.

There is many a gein in the path of life,

. Which we pass in our idle pleasure,
That is richer far than the jewelled crown,
*'Or the miser's hoarded treasure ; ;
It may be the love of a little ¢hild,

.. Or a mother’s prayers to heaven,

Or only a beggar’s gratefal thanks
For a cup of water given.

Better to weave in the web of life
A bright anQ golden filling,

And to do God's will with a ready heart,
And hauds that are swift and willing,

le | Than to snap the delicate, minute threads

Of our curious lives asunder ;
And then blame Heaven for the tangled ends,
+ And sit and grieve and wonder.

—————— > —————
The Miramichi Fire of 1828, !
This was one of the most fearful conflagrations
ever experienced in this country. Comparatively
few now living know-anything of ity terrific fury,
or the extentof its‘devastations. ' Here and there
one ¢an call to mind the terrible darkness that

| prevailed for handreds of miles in extent for-
g | many gloomy wecks as the clonds of smoke went

np from the burning forests, and bedimmed the
glory of the king of day. "We'find i the Galozy

for June a glowing description of this fire, which |

we transfer to our pages. It will give our read-
ers to understand, in some measure at least, what
must have been the sufferings of the whole Mira-
michi distriet daring that Yearfal erisis iu its bis-
tory. The article is headed—

THE FOREST FIRE.

If any of m y readers ; memories running
back to 1828, they will remember that the sam-

"I mer of that year was unusually hot and dry in.
8 both hem
| ed, and disease ran riot
| and combustible as tinder. As a patoral conse-
| quence, there was an unusual number of fires, and" |
| thousands of acres were swept over by the flames

nispheres,  This was ially troe of
ui,cg=:§erp- the: year became remarkable for
valence of epidemical disor-
and August ) languish-

through the laod ; while
t rendered the woods as dry

-with a fierceness equalled only by that seen upon
the. Western prairies, when the periodies! confla-
grations carry death and destruction over an
area of thousands of acres. ; S
“"Toward the close of the summer, it became
sninsula of No-
in the forests,
and, a moath or more  later, the inhabitants o
Newcastle were startled by a ramor that it was
roaching the town. A day or two afterward,
fitful flashes of flame were observed to shoot up
from different parts of the wood, particalarly:
from the north-west, at the rear of Newcastle, in
wn and Moorfields, and
. Soon aftér, the
rivelled branches.
while an appalling sound,

crackling of falling trees and
like the'roar of the ocean, or more !
e of ordnance, filled

QOctober 7th it became so oppressive that

ing of
i of its evervating effects.

many complained
| remaing t a short time, when it
'm,’.l““’-: wrapped the sky in & vast pall,
gim:iu muﬁ:udnqnhly a o,

‘Newcastlo b ﬁr«: i ﬁmwg"“ﬂm arm-
the inhabitants.  The air was sultry, while not a
breath moved it. The.shrivelled leaves upon the

i

¢
{

| ings, including the town and seattered  houses,

! igoite as touch wood—when all this is remember-
ed, perbaps a.faint idea of the scene may be ga- |

£

roperly the |

| the ratio in the latter place was about

{and_badly injored.

|
| e

P

seething waters against: thé* shores in a manner

never been seen since,  Such vast confl

always destroy the equilibrium of the elements,

' the red flashes sciotilated in every direction, as if
a severg storm ‘were preparing, w
explosions made the earth tremble, and “rattled
every window for miles around. Theén came a
decp and awful
the bursting of storm. All at once a deep,
; prolonged roar issued from the forests, driving 'a
| whirlwind of vast flame before it. And now New-
prroep f.n 5 Miramichi, exte from Bari
side of the Miramichi, exiending from tog to
the Nashwaak, a handred mil:?a length, became
wrapped in one immense conflagration,

0 pen can adequately describe the terribly
sublime scene.. When it is remembered that the

{ ving towns, two on either side of the river, while
i for the extent of a huudred miles, the settiers’
| cabins.dotted the banks, and that all these baild-

| were composed of dry wood, almost as ready to

!

thered.

filed with erops, which had just beer gathered,
while in the warehonses were stored large qoan-
tities .of gunpowder, spirits, and the most eom-
bustible commodities, and the pecessary supplies
for the coming winter. , b
.The settlements and dwellings, too, were mere-
ly a fringe along the river, none of them extend-

shores, while for miles and miles beyond them
stretched the immense tract of dry, parched for-
ests, only waiting for the torch to burst out into
one devouri me, The ground was thickly
strewa with r:.ﬁe

people had been slambering on a voleano.
swarmed with droves of torrified: animals, while

domestic oues, and through the interior were
thousands of men, whio received no warning of

the Alpine avalanche,eit burst

) m. 3
accom the sweep of this tremendous confla-
gration, that immense chunks of blazing wood
were driven like bombs through the air, while
others, which weighed several pounds, went sail-
.ing on high like so many. wisps of straw. g
- By this means, the flames advanced faster than
the swiftest race hqmi.::d ent off the retreat o1
many and Toany a hapiess man and beast. Nume-
rous gangs of men at work, in the woods were
suddenly caught in inextricable de i
Those who lived along the Miramichi, desert-
ing all property, made for the river as the obly
means of safety. In the rush aud attempt at
crossing, many were drowned. One womabn, who
could not swim, seized the tail of a terrified steer,
Fwhich ‘her to the other side. - Those who
did wvot dare to make the attempt, waded out
-antil up to their necks, when by constantly dip-
ping their heads during the white heat of the fire,
| they succeeded io saving themselves.
What could be more gloomy and heart de-
pressiog thao to walk in the wake of the confla-
gration] Had we passed along the Miramichi,
‘ot shat October day in 1825, what should we
have seen ! A L o
Neweastle, but yesterday a flourishing town of
‘a thousand inhabitants, was now a mass of smoul-
dering, charred, and almost nndistinguable roins ;
wbil:%onghnown. - ot quite half the size, was
reduced to the same hapless condition. T
Of the two hundred and fity houses which
made up the latter, only a domr!swmw!m-,

1

' Iu the Miramichi wero about a hundred and ifty
'vessels, the majority of which were burned to the
water's edge, while others were severely mrebod

loss of friends and propertyy and vainly n:ﬁs
for some suitable place of refage. Everywher
were seen the smoking skeletons of human beings
.n&mﬂ domestic anirals, Al
ind! gy
g -

Aloog the banks of the river

of beasts lay in the woods,
ey Mg gl Blod ,
inds of ‘alnos, troat, bas
hd‘:’{ mlhil'l‘i"'lwl’“'i* a ,.' & P
shores of the river, and added to th

 which filled theair,

F
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for May, has several instr
A% Yoriginal than usual. Among these is an article
{(“ continued ”) ou “ The American Mackerel

Wishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence”” From this
became angry with waves and foam, like the sea |

! which had teverbbcn witnessed before, and bas f?_
tions | P!
] [of going off in crowds in search of fioer climes
aud are accompanied by lightning, and frequently |far away, they would look after the limitless
| storm.

. Peal after peal of lightning burst overhead, and

?

ile some of the |* The fishermen of Cape Ann look forward with

I
12 -

'[" ) employed at &,

{

niet—the quiet which precedes |

n, -and the éntire northern | 8

Miramichiis a goodly sized river, with four thri- | 0

In addition to this, the barns and stables were | ¢

ing more than a quarter of a mile back from the |

feather-like leaves, almost as com- | ¥es
bustible as a lucifer match; 8o that, in fact, the | o
hen, it must be remembered, that these woods | !

dependent oa the settlements were hundreds of | %

the truo nature of their great danger, uatil ike |8
85 groat was tho fury of the harricano which |

| coasting laws ;-and so retaro. Thus the fisher-

wear da{ on her vo ‘ﬁ r
‘ib:l'. hn, iu:th sh ed for
: , when, at ¢ steamed away
o b nhx)’ndan. : 4

." M
| erel

S 4 ';ﬁ

{ The New

Dominion Monthly,

uctive pages, and is more

We extraot a fow - passages, as illustrative of the
ergy and success with which otir American
ousins prosecute this business. If our own peo-
le bad more of the Yankee enterprise, instead

stores of wealth which a benignant Providence

Bas brought to their very doors.

! le. urable anticipation to the mackerel season,

nd no wooder, for during the winter, if tho;
they go to the “ Georges

cod ; and it is no_joke even to mavigate,

h Jess to fish, when your rigging and your

;Y

J "?"

es are covered with a coat of ice. As soon,
, a8 the Galf is likely to be open (i. e., free
‘ice), the mackerel fleet, duly manned, equip-

d provisioned, sets sail for the Gut of

; rising finely to the waves ; bounding

Yot instead of catting throngh them ; drawing
ey ittle water forward, but a great deal more

8 they will ran from 12 %o 124 knots on
the wind ; and many an exciting race they have
' _mﬂ(!?g Ann to the Gut of Canso,

The Yankee fisherman, too, is a peculiar being.
shore, in his Sunday’s black broad-cloth, with

&
R
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Shall it Not Be?

Shall not the Sabbath school be a happy Sab-
bath -home ; a resting place to tired little feet
that wander all the week in the rough -paths of
the world ; for weary little hearts that need love
and kindness and tender counsels ; for little souls
that ache already with the barden of sint

Shall it vot be a place of sunshine, where every
face is lighted up with love and earnestness ; and
where no cloud of gloom or weariness ever rises
~—a bright, glad spot, shiving up above all week-
day abidiog places, to tell the cgildren of joy and
hngﬂinm f

all it not be, dear fellow-teachers, the place
where each child may come, feeling sure of a wel-
coming smile of kind interest, and of pleasant in-

{ struction ¢

Shall it not be the place where the narrow way
'is ‘made a way of pleasantness and peace to
little travellers, a brighter, fairer path than the
broad, deeeitful way of sin, that the young feet
‘may love to go therein, for His sake whose foot.
chg. bave consecrated it !

- Shall it not. be the place where each young
voice may learn to sing of Jesus; to sing freely,
 Joyously, sweelly, ecarrying the harmony all
through ”f‘.f‘ﬁ”“‘ den gates where the last
earth song shall melt away, and all the voices
join in the “ new song™ of the redeemed 1”

Bhall it vot be the place whence sin and wrong
are shut out; where peace and gentlencss and
the Spirit of God shall reign ; where young voi-
ces shall learn the sweet words of prayer, and the
evil allorements of the great world shall be,for-
gotten !

~ Shall it not be the spot where many, maby lit-

Bis jewelry prominently displayed, strolling down
ape Ann street with his wife, he is a very differ-
' person from what you see on board his
hooner, dressed in a yellow oilskin over-coat,
gellow oil-skin 'breeches, and & yellow oil-skin
jou’-wester (or, we shiould say, Nor'-easter).
+ On the English coast, mackerel are usually ta-
en in drift pets ; and, accastomed as I have been
) see fish taken in this manner, [ was somewhat
rised to find the method practised in the Gulf
rely different.
 During the winter and éarly » ring, the Ame-
?*u fishermen cateh fish call porgies, which
re dried and barrelled.  Catehing bait is an oc-
pation employiog many hands, -and not a few
els are to this special pursuit, As I
erstand it, & piece of - porgie, or some-
és & bit cut from the side of a fresh mackere!
elf, is best to bait the hooks with ; and a quan-
ity of barrelled bait is placed in the bait-mills,
if whicl thRy are two on each side of the schoon-

r, and which ‘are set going every now aud then.
'he 'sround bait from the mills (which much re-
ible straw-cutters) atiracts the mackerel, and
Keeps them in shoals about the vessel, while six
ir seven men keep busy at tbe lines, hauliog in
lie fish as fast as they bite at the larger pieces
ou the hooks.  Attimes this is very rapid work,
for the mackerel is & voracious fish ; he does not
|come up and smell the bait, and nibble a little,
d then lazily flont it with his tail, like some
Ciaabe 1t bty g, el o b b
‘dashes at it boldly, and, ¢ or his b
shly. He makes ﬂ’ it :xggon_lly, gorges im
ce, and no “ play ” being allowed, he almost
y finds himself out of his native element.
Now and then the crew will catch a deck-fall in
a few hours ; and then, all hands to work, split-
ting, salting, barrelling, so as to be able to take
10 the Jines again before the shoals of fish make
off. The bite best, they say, in cloudy
weather, sometimes when it is windy ; and a fine
schooner, with nine lives, was lost in 1866, when
I was ou the Nova Scotia coast, because the over-
anxious fishermen kept at their lines so long as
to be at last anable, when the wind stiffened to a
gale, to work their ves ff a leeshore. &
When a schooner bas filled up with six or
seven hundred barrels, it becomes a question how
to dispose of her valuable burden. Until oflate,
it has been customary for these fishing craft to
go back to Gloucester with their first fare, and to
-veturn at once to seck another. Now, however,
| the Boston folks have put on a_fleet of three or
four steamers, which run from Boston “ down ”
to Halifax ; next lie in the widdle of the Gut of
Caunso, off Bhip Harbour or Plaster Cove, recciv-
ing fish from the schooners, or from lighters ; then
; to Charlottetown, which, be ng in & dif-
eront colony, they can do without infringing the

wen can buy a fresh lot of barrels, and make a
 second haul, while they would, on the old system,
haye been beatiog * up ” to. ]

L
A one of these steamers. _She had been
et 3 T
down, taking in the eargo r schooners. She
ook in the loads of seven others during ove
; and had 6,000
on board (freight,

" When ﬂu t and broaght to port, the Ameri-
s et
thomurcaudin markets ; No. 8

¢
% ing almost sent thither, would
}mz‘iﬁm a 3-& ‘where province-canght
u t the American, “C“
| m er on the American Mack-
,‘ T bave ooly to add, in conclusion,
although the Americans are the chief mack-
fishermen, yet the Nova Scotians are learning
‘more and more to engage in the pursnit, A few
since, they were to take mack-
Bao.nd&g like the

At

>

w
ich {8

for the West Indies ; and the fact of in- }

it

tle feet shall learn to tread the heavenly way, and
little hands learn to take hold of God’s hand for
| guidance and help !

| Shall it not be the place where the lambs of
: Good Shepherd are tenderly cared for, and point-
i ed to where the * green pastures” and “still wa-
'ters” are !

i Shall it not be well-spring of sweet and plea-
sant memories to the children, as they grow to
riper years, whence they may carry as they go to
mingle in the cares and. temptations of the wide
world, blessed lessons and gentle restraining in-
fluences ? '

Shall it not be the abiding-place of him who
-said, “ Saffer little children to come unto me ;"
the yineyard of the Lord, where the Great Teach-
er shall find faithfal and earnest workers, and
where many young souls shall be saved, to gather
when Sabbath schools are ovef around the great
white throne, where the Lamb himself shall * feed
them, and shall lead them unto living foumtains
of waters I"—Sunday Teacher's Treasury.

e &+ & ——
The Splendid Preacher.

Richard Baxter preached as feeling that the
‘truths of God were too great and glorions in
themselves to be covered up with the little trap-

ings of human adoroments. He would as soon
Kavo thought of hanging the rainbow with tinsel.
'His eloquence consisted of rounded sentences. ... . .
He never preached a sermon to display his scho-
lastic learning or his power of logic ; ‘but his aim
was ever to win sounls toChrist. If fine and ele-
gant sermons are tolerated at all, it is in the
press only, when they are to be read as discus-
sions of a subjegt, and read either as an intellec-
tual exercise or as a discipline of conscience. In
the pulpit, splendid sermons are splendid sins.
They dazale, and amuse, and astonish, like bril-
hant fireworks, but they throw daylight on no
sabject. They draw attention to the preacher
‘instead of the subject. The splendid -preacher,
like the pyrotechuist, caleulates on a dark wight
among his attendants ; and amid the coruseation
of the pulpit bisskill and art are admired and ap-
plaaded, but Christ is not glovified. If angels
weep and devils mock, it is at the pulpit door of
a splendid preacher,—Dr. Jenkyn,

A Plea for the Liftle Folks.

Don't expect too much of them ; it has taken
forty years, it may be, to maRe yon what you
are, with all their lessons of experience, and I
dare say you are a {aulty being at best. Above
all, don’t expect judgment iu a child, or paticuce
ander trials, Sympathize in their mistakes and
troubles, don’t ridicude them, Remember not to
measure a child’s trials by your standard. “ As
one whom his mother comforteth,” says the in-
spired writer, and beautifully does he convey to
us the deep, faithful love that ought to be found
in every woman's heart, the wufailing sympathy
-with 3 her children’s griefs. When I see child-
1en going to their father for comfort, I am sure
there is something wrong with their mother,

Let the memories of their childhood be as
‘bright as you can make them, Grant them every
innocent pleasure in your power. We have often
felt our temper rise to see how carelessly their
little plans are thwarted by older ﬁersons, when
a little tronble on their part would have given the
child pleasare, the memory of which would last
a lifetime. Lastly, don’t xink a child a hopeless
case becanse it betrays some very bad habits. We
bave koown children that seemed fo “have been
born thieves and liars, so early did they display
these undesirable traits, yet we Wave lived to see
these same children become noble men and wo-
‘men, aad ornaments to society. We must confess
they had wise, affectionate parents. And what-
ever else yon may be compelled to deny your
child by your circumstances in life, give it what
it most values, plenty of love. ¢

A Few Words to a Father.
Take vour son for a-companion whenever vou
conviently can ; it will relieve the already over-
 burdened, anxious mother of so much care. It
ill gratify the boy ; it will please the mother ; it
ly ought to be a pleasure to yon. What

’ s eye would not n when her child
' nrdi:::h:nd when his o‘y‘:_.tkindh;

- | his heart beats, and his to prattles faster an
| fuster with the idea “of go " does

little be

. | salvation that is
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(olden Grains.

“ Every word has its own spirit,
True or false, that never dies;
Every word man’s lips have uttered,

Echoes in God’s skies.”

A truly great man never puts away the simpli-
city of a child.

Never open the door to a little vice, lest a
great one should enter.

To be born with a silver spoon in your mouth
is Juck; but twice [ucky he who can open his
mouth without betraying the spoon.

It is not what we eat, but what we digest that
makes us fat—not what we make, but what we
save that makes us rich—not what we read but
what we remember, that makes us wise.

« Idleness is like the nightmare—the moment
you begin to stir yourself, yon shake it off.

Enjoy the blessings of this day if God sends
them ; and the evils bear patiently and sweetly.
For this day ouly is onrs, we are dead to yester-
day and we are not born to‘morrow,

What madness it is for a man to starve himself
to enrich his heir, and so turn a friend into an
enemy ; for bis joy at your death will be in pro-
portien to what you leave him.

Difference of opmion will never be reconciled
by argument ; but any sect will shrink from con-
fessing that its theories will not let it work under
Christ’s great banner of love to the brethren.

In whatever you engage, pursue it with a steadi-
vess of purpose as thoagh yoa were determined
to succeed. A wavering mind never accomplish-
ed anythivg worth naming. There is nothing
like a fixed, steady aim. It diguifies your nature
and insures your success,

Benevolence is not to be estimated by the
amount given, but by what it costs to give. An
Eoglish charity recently received - an  eavelope
containing six penny-stamps, on the inside of
which were written these words : * Fasted a meal
to give a meal.” That was trae benevolence.

Waer Bexerl was dying, a young student
standing by, was asked to give a word of comfort.
Abashed and doubting how to speak to one so lear-
ned, he uttered, “ The blood of Jesas Christ his Son
cleanseth from all sin,” “That is the very word
I want,” said Bengel ;**it is quite enough.”

VawvE or TtHE Sassara.—A distinguished
banker cbarged with an immense amouut of pro-
perty Curing the great pecnniary pressore of 1886
and 1837, daid, “ I should bave been a dead man,
had it not been for the Sabbath. Obliged to
work from morning till night, through the whole
week, I felt on Saturday afternoon as if I must
bave rest. It was like going.into a dense fog.
Everything looked dark and gloomy, as if nothing
could be saved. T dismissed all, and kept the
Sabbath in thefood old way. On Monday it was
all sunshine. I could see through, and I
through. Bat had it not been for the Sabbath, I
bave no doubt I should have been in the grave.”

A Govoex Taovent.—Nature will be reported.
All things are engaged in writing their own his-
tory. The plant and pebble go attended by their
own shadows. The rock leaves its seratches on
the mountain’s side, the river its bed in the soil,
the@animal leaves its bones in the stratum, the
fern and the leaf their modest epitaph i the
coal. The falling drop makes its sepulchre in the.
sand or stone, not a footstep in the snow or slong
the gronnd, but prints in characters more or less
lasting a map of its march | every act of man io-
scribes itsclf on the memories of his fellows and
on his own face. The air is full of sonnds—the
sky of tokens ; the ground is all memoranda sig-
natures, and every object is covered over wi
bints which epeak to tgm intelligent. \

[t costs little to ‘make a home taste‘ul and
cheerful, if only the heart is in it. Abundant pic-
tures on the nursery walls, be they ever so simple,
if they only tell some sweet story ; a hanging
basket or two, even if made ot cocoanut shell,
'with graceful vines winding around the strings
that suspend it ; a few pretty shrubs in the yard,
though the space be ever so scanty ; a rosebush
ortwo by the doorway, and, if possible, trees
about your dwelling ; all these are refining agen-
cies which exert a powerful influence on the hearts
of your children.

e ——————
Niagara Falls,

Observations for a year past are said to have
convinced residents in the vicinity of Niagara
Falls that an important transformation will soon °
take place in the Horse Shoe Fall. A peculiar
motion of the rapids about half a mile above, in
the chaunel where the greatest body of water
flows, has given rise to the belief that a breach
has been made by the current through the soft
shale strata underlying the limestone that forms
the present ledge of the falls. Recently the ap-
pearance of the ragids at the point indicated, bas
undergone a marked change, and so exactly in
confirmation of this theory, that those watching
it do not doubt the speedy doom of the famous
Horse Shoe cataract. Il the limestone ledge,
over which the river now falls, is in course of be-
ing unodermined by a subterranean stream, the
consequence inevitable and liable to ensue at any
moment, must be an immense breaking away of 4
the face of the cataract, changing its whole form
and appearance—perhaps couverting the perpen-
diet;lar fall intv a shooting rapid down a steep
decline.

. Tuoroveunkss. — The - Congregationalist has
some very excellent remarks upon the importance
of thoronghness in the Christian life, It says:
Thoroughness in thie Christian life, whether it be
in the original and indispensable consegration of
the heart to God, or in the subsequent exempli-
fications of a regenerated being, is one of the great
ends to be ever kepfin view. Man may not, but
God does, know when the lips express the emotions
of the beart, when the inner life causes and sas- 4
taing outward manifestations of Christian experi-
‘ence. Lt is wise to be honest with God, thorer o
0, for in no other ug can we secure the soul’s




