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, Associational Proceedings

at Sackville appear to have been very distasteful to
the Christian Messenger. The strictures in the Mes-
senger gigned U., and the Messenger's leader of last
week, we take for granted, are from the ready pen of
Dr. Oramp. If wé are mistaken in this we shall be
glad to be corrected. But though emanating from so
high a source, the Visitor would be derelict in its du-
ty were it to allow them to pass without remark.

As to the change in the original resolution com-
mending the Visiler, we have only to say (hat the
resolution as passed unanimously by the Asspciation
was perfectly satisfactory. Here it is:—

Your Oommittee on Periodicals beg leave to report
—That they most cordially commend anew the
Christian Visitor to the confidence and support of
our churches, as an effective aid Lo our denomination-
al interests, and as a healthful instructor to our fa-
mily circles. As our denominational organ, it should
have a place in every Baptist family in this Province.

Your Committee would suggest, therefore, contin-
uous efforts on the part of the pastors and deacons of
our churches, to collect all out standing debts due
the paper; and to increase, as far as possible, the
number of its subscribers.  All of which is respect-
fully submitted. Tros. Topp, Chairman,

This expresses all that we could desire.

The Deoctor’s criticism of* Bro. Beckwith’s speech
seems to us peedlessly severe. If Brother Beckwith
spoke under the influence of undue excitement it was

« mot withoutl some occasion, and thea he was not the
only one that was unduly excited.

The Doctor’s main onslaught, however, is upon
Bro. Todd's resolation. He says of this:—

Bro. Todd then introduced a lengthy resolation on
QOouncils. 'The object was to require the calling of a

- Council whenever any ** serious difficulty ” should
occur, and to bind the church to an acceptance of its
decision.  If the difficuity should arise out of any-

thing affecting the character.of a minister, the church

should avoid discipline, and wait for the deliverance of
a Council. The resolution ws artfully preparad, and
it is not likely that it was manufasctured at Sackville.
Those who objected to it regarded it as a side-thrust
at the proceedings of the Granville Street Chureh and
the Central Association. A warm debate followed, in
which the brethren T. H. Porter, Bill, W. H. Porter
Rowe, Miles, Thos. Bleakney, J. Moscr, Chase, Dr.
Orawp, and otbers took part. Brother J. Moser’s
speech was admirable and,eﬁ';guve in the highest
degree. It wasa lorclblopro are of thé folly and
unseriptoral character of thg tiieory advocited in the
resolation, and of i’s tendendy to destroy the liberty
2. independence of the churches. Brother Moser
deserves the thanks of the denowmination for his bold-
ness and fidehity. The debate was adjourned till the
evening, when the resolution was withdrawn. Had
it been carried, we should bave becn involved in a
very undesirable controversy, It is greatly to be re-
gretted that any of our brethren should entertain
timents of a guasi-Presbyterian character, “al-
ough in reality they are more despotic in their
“tendency than the policy of our Presbyterian breth-
ren, siace the latter may appeal fromp the Presbytery
to the Synod, while from the Baptist Council, as re-
presented and advocated by sowme, there is no appeal.
Pray tell us what is there in Brother Todd’s reso-
lution calling for such a wholcsale castigaticn? We
published it last weck, and here it isagain. Read it:
Whereas, A healthful discipline 1s essential to the
purity, uuity, and growth of Christian churches ; and
whereas, constituted as Baptist churches of this coun-
try are upon the. Associated principle, it is highly
‘important that the disciplinary action of each should
be so conducted as to command the respect of all sis-
ter churches ; therefore
Resolved, ’l'htc in case of any serious difficulty
arising in nny ehurch of this body, implicating the
unity of its membership ; or, if any accredited minis-
ter of the denomination, by any indiscretion or im-
moral act, should render himself & subject of discipli-
nary action, we would recommend that, before such
action be taken, a council be called of disinterested
ministers and Juthe:ous laymen from sister churchgs,
to make sach inquiries and to give such advice as
may tend to harmonizs conflicting opinions, guard
the charagter of our miuistry and membersbip agaiost
the injurious influence of false and roalicious aspersi-
ons, and tend to inflict such disciplinary chastisement
> upon all offenders as the nature of the case may de-
mand ; and we would further recommend, as a _gen-
eral rule, that when the advice of such cuuncll is gi-
ven, it be adopted by the cburch inviting it as a final
settiement of the questions at issue.

What say you, Christian brethren ? Do you see
anything very alarming in the above? Is the calling
of Councils a new feature in the action of our
churches in this country? Not so. Every man,
conversant with out denominational history, knows
that our ministers from the commencement have becn
ordained by the advice of Councils, that our church-
es have been organized by the advice of Councils,
that in cases of divisions im ehurches, or in the dis.
cipliné of ministers, the usval custom has been to call
d'Council.”  All this is 80 manifest that it cannot be
necessary for us to occupy spaee in proving it.' - This
fact is'**known and read of all men.” And then, the
general rule has been to accept the advice tendered by
Councils, so called ; and while there bas been no at-
tempt to coerce churches by the decisions of Coun-
cils, yet it is a marked fact, that whenever and by
whomsoever the advice of a Council legitimately
called has been contemned, heart-burnings, disuni-

on, and frequently complete demoralization have fol-
h"d. During our ministerial Jife 'we have spent

many anxious days and many sleepless nights in

Oouncils composed of the *“Fathers” and brethren
of the denomination ; we therefore know whereof we

affitin. . Hence we repeat what we asserted last week

on this subject, ** That the resolution moved by Bro.

¢ Todd is in barmony with the polity which
has hitherto governed cur churches in this country.”

Read this denounced resolution, Christian brethren,

y and see if it contains pndmn&uo repugnant to Bap-

g les, aud that savors so strongly of either

isu ordmlnqnlsiﬁon. ‘Let us analyze

itand see:

~ . e W3 :ﬁrﬂﬂh& “ & healthful discipline is essen:
2 i w to ﬁl nﬁty. unity and growth of Chrislha
" Is not this true to the letter ?
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Oramp calls “guasi Presbyterian” in its ** character ¢
But then it is said the resolution goes further, and
that * the objeet was to bind the church to an accept-
ance of the decision” of the council, This is incor-
rect. 'Che resolution simply recommends, as a general
rule, that when the advice of a council composed of*
“ disinterested ivinisters and judicious laymen” be
given, ** it be adopted by the church receiving it asa
settlement of the questions at issue.” Not a word is
said abouat * binding the church” here. Not a sen-
tence like the enactment of a positive law ; but ull is
in the form of advice, leaving the cburch perfectly
free to accept or reject, as they may think proper.

But then, we are asked, why give such adyice to
the churches ? Where the necessity? We answer,
for the very gcod réason, 1st. That in the absence
of wise and judicious advice, churches bave been
throwa into the wildest disorder; 2nd. Ministers
and laymen bave soffered immensely from crude
disciplinary action ; 8rd. Offenders have been al-
lowed to run at large unpunished, to the serious
injury of the cause of God.

But Dr. Cramp telis uvs that Bro. J. Moser's
speech ** was a forcible exposition of the folly and
anscriptural character of the theory advocated in
the resolution, and of its tendency to destroy the
liberty and independence of the churches.” These
are very grave charges against the resolution sub-
mitted by Bro. Todd. But is it not apparent to
Dr. Cramp that the charges apply with equal force
against the entire polity which has governed our
churches in this country from the begioning. It
introduces no new ‘‘tkeory” asks for no new
modes of diseipline. It ovly secks the
churches against an invasion of denominational safe-
guards dear to the * Fathers” and to their successors
in the faithiof the gospel. Dr. Cramp may think
that churches are better off without articles or coun-
cils ; but not so thought the * Fathers” of the deno-
wination. They bad their articles of faith and prac-
tice, teaching the principles and practices of the New
Testament church, and they had their advisory coun-
cils as a means of promoting denominational unity in
sentiment and action ; and their ideas on this matter of
articles and councils are sustained by the almost uni-
versal practice of the Baptist Churches on this con-
tinent. But in Dr. Cramp’s estimation, * Bro. Moser
deserves the thanks of the denomination.” What
for? For an attempt to subvert the principles which
have governed our denowination ia these Provinces
from their comwmencement until the present time ?
Are we to be told that Bro. Moser knows more about
the theory of Church government than Edward Man-
ning, James Munro, Joseph Dimock, Joseph Cran-
dall, and their coadjutors, in the establishment of
Baptist Churches &1l over this country ? " It may be
so ; but until further informed we prefer treading in
the footsteps of the ‘‘fathers,” rather than in the
wake of this new-born instructor.  When Bro. Moser
bas lived as many years as Edward Manning lived,
planted as many churches as he planted, performed
as great a work for the Master as he performed, then
we shall be quite prepared to git at his feet and listen
to any new *‘ theory” cf church polity which be in
his maturer wisdom may think proper to propound.
Baut, for the present, we must be excused from join-
ing in Dr. Cramp’s vote of thanks to him for an ef-
fort on his part to subveri the principles of Church
government as transmitted to us by the wisdom and
fidelity of the faithful men of God, who, in their day,
were ** bright and burning lights,” and who, thotgh
dead, still speak to us by their words of wisdom,
fondly cherished in our memory, and by their holy
example, which still beckogs us on in the celestial
path.

The Sprague case, on which Dr. Cramp expa-
tiates, i8. just a case in point. It illustrates in the
light of a sunbeam the propriety of all we have said,
If the Church in dealing with Mr. Sprague had called
in the aid of a Council, and reported their action to
the Association, they would have saved the necessity
of any further investigation. They did not do this:
Hence the difficulty at the Association, of which Dr.
Cramp complains. “This is an answer to all he says
on that subject. -

to gnard

For the Christian Visitor,
The Baptists in England.

Those who are comversant with English Society,
and the everwhelming preponderance of Episcopa-
lianism in the social scale, know well that to be a
Baptist in England involves a sacrifice of social stand
ing which can scarcely be estinated on this conti-
nent; and deliberately to become & mewber of this
despised sect, to exchange the high caste of adhe-
repce to the national Ohburgh, and assume the low
caste (I am speaking entirely in relation to this pre-
sent world) which attaches to the Baptist brother-
hood, entails a renunciation of positioo in life, and a
taking up of the cross of self-denial which can spring
only from. the strongest conscientious convictions of
duty and fidelity to the Lord-and His revealed will
It'is not to be sopposed, therefore, that men ‘who
have sacrificed all worldiy considerations in becom-
ing Baptists, woild hesitate to adopt close commu-
nion views, if they thought tliem in barmony with
their Lord’s will.  Their whole course in becoming
Baptists, ought to shield tbem from every impu-
tation of unworthy, motive in adopting the practice of
open communion, oF themost remote insinuation that
they are not, on this account, such whole-hearted
Baptists as their brethren, who differ fromn them' on
this point.

I may mention the [lon ard Rev. Baptist W. Noel

{ a8 an exawple of ‘this gelf-denying ‘devotedness to

principle’ © A man of intellectual culture, fervenl.
piety and popular address, he was, while a olm
man in  the Church of England, one of the Queen’s
chaplains, and his high personal ch;mcm, combined

in due season, promotion {0 seme office of Muuy
and emolument in that Ohgreh. - All these prospects
of secular and ecclesiastal aggrandizement, he v un-
mﬂy u‘M aud thﬂt

with his relationship to the nobility, m&unﬂ to hiwm,

for decision, and comfort mﬁel?'lth«?ﬁd thonikbt
that auholgh the charge of heresy is a very sommon
weapon of assault among polcm:u, it l;. M. ﬁag same
time, & very harmless one.

But while 1 refrain from diaputlhon. I may be Al-
lowed to correct the misapprehensions that prevail,
as if open communion meant open to every one or
any one who chose to apply for it. + This is an erro-
neous notion. I have myself heard it compared to the
throwing down of the fence of a field, by which the
pasture becomes common ground. Not so. The
communion of oper-gommunion Baptists is open only
to believers in Christ, and care is taken to'confine it to
such both by Pastor and Deacons, who stand at_the
gate, and open it only to the sheep of Chirist, althéugh
a woll in sheep's clothing will sometimes giin en-
trance, yea, even though duly and properly baptized,

No properly organized church m Eogland allows a
stranger to sit down at the Lord’s table, even though
he were a baptized membier of a sister chureh, Should
any one inadverteotly.do so, he wouid be iovited by
the Deacon to step inside the Vestry ; there the Pas-
tor would make the necessary inquiries, and then he
would be admitted ; the usual practice being for the
pastor to read the names of occasional communicants
to the members, before commencing the communion

service. | must reserve what I hava to say further
to another opportunity. O. SrugpeN.
» ——-«——*.Q.* et

The Prodigal Son.

Roberts & Brothers, Boston, and Mr. T. H. Hall, of
the Colonial Book Store, have placed upon our table
two wecll-printed pamphlets of nearly a hundred
pages each, céhtaining three sermons by Rev: W.
Morely Punshon, M. A., on the prodigal son, with
a preface by Rev. Gilbert Haver.

The preface spevks of Mr. Punshon’s oratory in a
bighly eulogistic style. The writer says :—

Williamn Morely Punshon is, with possibly a single
exception, the wost popular preacher, and with no
cxeeption, the wost popular lecturer in Great Britain.
Heis a farge framed and Bull-fleshed gentleman of
forty-five, well preserved, even to youthfulness. His
face is large, brown, and full, with eyes bright, but
bidden in the clefts of protuberant brows. His man-
ners are easy and self-controlied ; his voice not re-
warkable for volume or melody, though it is not
weak nor harsh.  His chief forte lies in his style of
expression and force of utterance. IHis words are
well and aptly chocen. The Times is his model.
More than any other great English preacher he co-
pies the ornate semi-epigrammatic style of the Thun-,
derer of Printing-house Square. We aresurprised
that no pulpit orator has caught 1ts trick before.
Every journal of Loadon and the provincial British
citics c.say to mmitate it. It is as disiinct from
French and Awmerican jbarnalism as if it were in ano-
ther langnage. Yet not Cumming, nor Spurgeon,
nor %Lunle) nor Robertson, nor Guthrie, nor Arthur
emulates the most popular of English styles of com-
position.  Oniy Melville approxiw .ter it. . Parlia-
ment s full of its imitators,  From Disraelidown, its
mode of putting things is the most current’and the
most popular.  Punshon alone of pulpit orators bas
learned well its elaborate touch. His wode of flank-
ing afoe by a quiet stroke of b ck- handed satire,
cool and cowplete, is purely of this British f2<hion.
His statelivess of statement is aficr the same sthool.
His tinished periods drop from bis lips hot, rapid,
rounded. full.

[Ic adds to this hard finish of style that sood Eog-
lish winisterial quality, aptne s of scr.ptuml lan-
guage.  In his discourscs the best lines. of God are
more perfectly wrought into the best lincs of wan,
They are appies of gold ia pictures-of silver, -

The British ornateness and sbsrpuess: move down
upon the hearer with a veheience of waoner that
overwhelms him. Not Cho te ner Chapin are more
impassion~d. He allows no escape from the rushing
river of his speech. Not siormmg nor scolding, but
muniticent ax the Nile in its coming, is bis ersy und
wigbty sweep.,  He delays not to daily with his au-
dience, like Beecher, who toys with them 4s a cat
with its-game, until, having sufficiently indulged 'his
playfuluess, he gnt.hen; up his wuscles, uelteg and
will, and springs liosdike upon thew. Mr. Spur-
geon’s vratory is ‘of this order: now ‘playing with,
now pouncing on, his prey. [t is that of Phillips: it
was that of Demostbeuies.

Of the opporite school, of - which Cicero was the
ancient wasier, is Mr. Puashon. Heinduiges in oo
such interludes. He begins and continuss’ at ! full
flood. In his lectures, he «..ays somewhat the for-
wer role; but it is rather the dramatic variety in
which he’ clothes his intensity, than a decline of its
force. lle is probubly the gréutest master of the
platform in Burope or America. With bat little wit
and subtilty when cowpared with the rarestand least
popular of lecturers, he is in advaoce, even. in those
quaiities, of many of the representatives of (his pro-
fession, and leaves all benind in drawaiic ease and
power.

These sermons are probably among the most useful,
if not tke best, that Mr. Punshon has ever preached.
They are precious gems of pulpit oratory, all spark-
[ing with evangelical scntiment, and breathmg the
spirit of'a high-toned cbristian sywpathy. Hereisa
specimen of the preacher’s style.  He is speakivg of
the joy of the prodigal’s return ;:—

Naw let us leave the prodxgal a. while ; or rather,
Jet us precede him on his journey ; you have bqen 100
long- detained, perbaps, on the welancholy sight of
vuin. ‘The same liceuse of tbought which showed us
the anatomy of the ruined man's heart will privilege
us equally, and ‘make us free of the house of his fain-
er. - - As we gaze upon the aniple board, and froitiul
acres, the purgle vine climbing up the treliis, the low-
ing herd folded in Lbe stalls, golden-sbeaves in, the
barn, sunny iac:s round the hesrth ; thrift boudmg
for generosity, order ministering com’fort. a com-
mon interest, and a mutusl fove, we do not wonder
at those glorious tints which the sharpened facey of
the prodigal dréw. It is a sweet spot, surely, **1f
there be an elysiom on e.rth it is this,” withits deys
of bappy toil and its nights of earned repose.  There
are wany such homes on c-rth, brethren, where
there. seems so little of the palpable curse, and so
much of the lingering blesiing, that we are fain sowe-
times 1o cliog to them too eionly, and our - beerts
would build their tabernacies on these Tabors or
Heirmous of their love. But who way sty tﬂiuuy
of thew 'is ,t“!.tlu ﬂu;ﬂ;.:nym
an apparition on its landivg ? thattnere ot u-
cret gricis which gnaw the beart of wealth, and blanch
the cbeek of besuty

"—the yesrning father and bis huwbled child, * The

xioties each | A
a0 Wm&ﬁ;

Fnther who thne yum over the salvation of
His sinning children, In Himlf of emmu.
essentially and eternally happy, and, as an vhi-
ble Spirit, has ho body; ru, nor yuhkm in 80 far.
therefore, the parallel fails; but in condogeension o
your infirmity He has npmonted Himself-as clothed
with all the sensibilities of the human father, liable
to be grieved by your apostasy, to be angered by
your obstinate unbelief, and to long after youg ve-
covery with intense desire. 8o sacred is that im-
mortal image of Himself within you, that grand pow-
er of choice which constitutes your woral freedom,
that with that He will not interfere ; but, short of
any compulsion which involves a neoe.,, sity of obedi-
ence, 8o infinite is His wilhngoess to save you, that
He will plv yoi with many arguments, persuade yon
by powerful wotives, surround you ‘with a bedge of
circumstance, oo vour he:rt 1o whispers to His
service, arouse your fears by startling providences,
excue your hopes by loads of daily wercies, and en-
deéavor, by all possible means of appeal which pos.
sess with your either tenderness or power, to allure
you home,

* Bat when he was yet a great way off, Lis father
saw him, and bad compnssion, and ran, ard fell on
his neek and ki sed bim."” e did not wait until tve
prodigal had knocked at the door, and been suhject-
ed to the servants’ wonder; be did not. wait for the
low prostration, and for the al»ject and servile sorrow ;-
there wasj§no standing upon a’ sort of etiquette of
morals, no drawing of the cloak of dignity round uvn-
til every punectilious requirement of orthodox peni:
ignce had been fulfilled, and then relaxing to grant
the self-abased request, «nd to speak cold words ol
pardon. All this would have been just, -inflexibiy
just; and the prodigal who had been thus treated
would have had no cause of complaint, tut rather
much ground of thankfulness. We must take care
that we are not spoiled by God's mercy, and tempted
by His unparalieled compassion to think lightly and
superticially of sin.  8in 18 a foul evil, and **when it
is tinished it bringeth forth death.” Just as there
ensues spontaneous combustion from the decomposi-
tion of certain vegetable substances, so the very foul-
ness of sin burstetn, as by natural sequence, into fire.
But the very sense we have of the enormous 1npiety
of sin will unly enchance our estimate of the bound-
lessnesg of graee in its forgiveness. As in all other
illustrations by which things divine are intended to-
be made known to us, the analogy balts for want of
compass and power. To understand aright the early
moving of God towards the sinner, we must remero-
ber iis omnniscience, an attribute which of course is
wanting in the human father. The Divine eye can
track the prodigal through every brake and scaur of
the far country into which he has wandered; no de-
bauchery of his excess of riot is bidden ; his defiance
and his depression, the steeling and the softening of
bis soul, are alike open to the glances from which
nothing 1s concealed. He knows, O sinner, that se-
cret deed of durkness, covered up so carefully from
human sighi, that habit of impurity or fraud, that
stern and haughty resistance to his will, which thy
soul has indulged through so tany rebellious years.
tie knows, O penitent, thy soul's first yearnings after
Hiw, thy strug-les against the corrupuon which yet
wastered thee, thy bruve upspringing with a new
purpo e of right, even after wortifying failure, thy
secret lo thing of thy sin, the une:sy clanking of the
cbain which thou hadst yet ne key to.openand wo
strength to snap in sunder. The Father sees thee,
though thou art yet a long way off.  His compassion
zous outl to meet thee (rom the first woment when
thy homeward march begins ; thy prayers and thine
als come up before tiim, like those of Cornelius,
* for a wewmorial,” though not for a werit; in token
of thy sincerity, though not in purchase of thy par-
don. Ob, what unnpb.:knble comnfort conches in this
thou bt for every contrite heart! Thy pilgrimage
need not be with bleeding feet and long endurance to
a far-ofi shrine, a shrine at which the idol abides
senselessly, with nor heart to feel, nur strength to
succor. The word of grace is nigh thee, even in thy
heart and in thy mwouth. .Swift as the hart upon the
wourains ruus the Father's love to” meet and wel-
come thee. Thou hast been long expected ; the howne
has hardly seemed complete without the erring but
uaforgot:en chuld. Bruised and bhungering as thou
art, si.rt thee on the journey; the first.part of thy
travel may be with sorrowful beart and burdened
back, but hie thee to.the cross of Jesus. So sure as
God's word is true, He will' ineet thee there, and thy
buiden shall fall from thy shoulders, and the sadness |
from thy heart, and thou shalt bound along thy joy-
ous pll"r)ma je ‘& light-heurted, because forgiven,
sinner, *“-

Yuur imprescjon of Godls Iovmg-kmdnoss will be
deepened —and that is surely the intention . of this
pesrl of perables—if you passfrom the hastd with |
which the prodigal was wet to consider the welcoms
with which the prodigal was greeted. We last saw
him wendiog his way to ‘his father, nglutod with a
thousand apprehensions, but brave in the doing of
what he had recently discovéred to be right. He had
not only thought upos return, but he bad let purpose
ripén into deed. There multitades who think upon
repentance and faith 23 duties to be some time per-
formied, . bat who drecm about  them through the
kindly summeztime, and then, when the winter comes
are in the [ar country, ragged acd famioe-stricken
stilt ; but in_the case before us, the sction waited
promptly on the will. He not only came to himself,
out he came to his father. And now they have met

father saw him first, for tns love looked out and his
cowspLssion ran ; the son canie slowly, with dowucast
eyes; that drwdcd the glimpse of' the home  which
they yet longed unutierably to see. . I[ he sighted the
runniong tigure .in the distance, and saw as it cam
near that theform was the venerublg one of hlsfqthcr
stll more, if his tumult of emotion allowed bi widl
a strange thrill of hope, te note the outstfe'wha
and kindling eye, how must his ' heart have pa.
pitated with the rushing blood, and the Wave of hi
penitence swelled into a swifter tidel’ . Buty perhap:
be knew not of this; perbaps, oierwhelwed with't
feelings or eppressed by the fears which mag !
he saddened on unheeding, until he was rou
his sjupor of sorrow by the clasp of bis fathér’
Oh, the delight of that tirst moibent. of conscioL
fovor | Thiak of all the raptores of dehvw ﬂr
realized ‘after namineut peril—the drowning,
the swimtner grasps him ; the tire girdled, when |
the topmost window the ﬂwm Fecelves; mﬁm
on his ssfe but slender ladder ; the slave, wbm
the lash, and the swamp, and :hq ‘branding i
lesps ou to the fronglpp freed pp z xh? qd, g )
the agonized motbq- u@

harmed from the et; hl\ll'e'
the first gush of rapt nm ghdmu
mowent of reconciliation ,
forgiven dn:gf‘ :
80 startiiog, that it is language.
dewned before | now. mmgr that_
with. ne pa
Polla ’

Do\mm‘

| and feared the effects on the precious cause of Christ,

Mor*-'

: lnv. T. Mm m »
to Halifax is thus kvﬁiﬂy u«w by the Messen-
 gor s

“ He arrived on Wodnndq morning,” says our
contemporary, ** and preached an dug:."t germon in
the Granville Street lmum Rou (io the evening.

On Thursday the splendid Lecture Room in tbe
basement of the New Baptist Oturch in Gottin
Street was opebed by a tea-meeting, at which gl’r’:
Harley gave an able lecture of about an hour-and-a-
half in length, on the * Men that bave turned the
world upside down,”

About 400 sat down to an mulhut tea, strawber-
ries and cream, &6, &c. . The Jadies had been at no

small labor to make tne and
their ¢ were well m
of the mhm\. ? The choir eon)ﬁbnt’o:.n?:x

.t)'le. some anthews'and other pieces.of sacred wmu-
sic. Nothing was wanting to make it nn oceusion of
much interest and pleasure to all presen

On Priday evening Mr. Harle prewbed lgllb in
the same place to a large con The Lect
room, we believe, will shortly bis used as the pheoof
public worship until the interior of the Ubhureh is fi-
nished. It is a fine, large, airy, pleasant room, well
adapted for the purposes for which 1t is intended.

e are pleased to learn that the proceeds of the

tea-meeting, with the ooﬂtouou taken, wﬁl amount

to $300.”
&«c.:
From.our Halifax OmmM

Drar Visiror —The examination is now beld
for the Gilcbrist Seholarship.  Only one idate
applied, a Mr. Thomas M. Chrisiie, of Yarmouth,
late a student at Dalhousie College, and who carried
off several of the prizes there at the close of the term.
The Nova Seotia public can hardly be aware of the

feast and the difusive gladness, as when an beir of

broad lands i3 born. Surely this fs
grace, and yet this is the golden
stretched out by the monarch to you.
No, but a robe, and shoes, and a rlng—-mu these are

not the apparel of slaves | they bave ur‘l
and a badge for decoration, and & mrm naked

feet—but a robe, and shoes, and & ring br the return-
ing prodigal; and thus the Father owns the son.

This deeply interesting work is for sale by T, H.
Hall, of the Colonial Book Store,

Wy oubl.

, For the Christian Vigitor.
Rev. G. Armstrong and the Western (N. 8.)
Baptist Association,

Mg. Epitor,—In your issue of the 2nd inst., the
Rev. George Armstrong has given you a letter in re-
ference to the recent meeting of our Western Associ-
ation at Freeport, N. 8. I think Bro. Armstrong bas
misapprehended the motives and conduct of his
brethren, and consequently made a misstatement re.
garding the manner in which the report on the Chris-
tian Messenger was passed by that body.

Brother A. says: -* This report,...was rushed
through with hot haste, and without allowing breth-
ren an opportunity to show that the Christian Mes:
senger deserves not the commendation of the Baptists
of Nova Scotia. The honest expression of digappro-
val was feared, and it was determsived, it would seem,
that all discussion on that paper must beghut out;
and that detefmination was persistently carried out.
And it is with regret that we must add—the Mod¢ra-
tor gave the weigm of his position and influence in
that direction.”

As the above statement reflects not a little. upon
the Christian deportment of the Western Association,
as also upon  the conduct of the Moderator, it way
be my duty to present the facts of the case as they
occurred :

At about & o'clock on Taesday afternoon, the report
on the Christian Messenger was presented by Rev.
Dr. Tupper, the Chairman of the Committee. (Bro.
Armstrong was a wember of said Comuttee.) The
adoption of the report was moved and seconded. The
Moderator then deliberately and respectfully said—
** Brethren have you any remarks to make on this
report ¥’ He paused, waiting for remarks longer |
than he was accustomed to do; and then, suppo-
ging that bLrethren bad waived their intention to
speak, and knowing that, according to the Minutes
of this bedy for the years '64,'63 and ’66, thé. report
on the Christian Messenger passed without remarks,
be arose and put thé question.  When the * ayes,”
—wbich indicated  almost unanimity—were taken,
Bro. A. and another Brother came to their feet, and
complained that the question had been taken too sud-
denly, and that they were deprived of the privilege of
speaking. The Moderator then, addressing the senior
of these brethren, reibarked : ** I have always chers.
ished the utwost veneration and regard for you, and
bave no wish to prevent your speaking, or to prevent
discussion on this report. Move a reconsideration of
this question, and then you will be in order to
speak.” This proposition was made frankly and
Jairly, and repeated several times; but not being
accepted, otlier business was taken up.

Brother A. complains of a **determination” to
“ghut out” discassion on the Christian Messenger.
[ knew of none, and believe none existed. 1 expegt;
ed discussion, and ¢onclude the brethren geoerally
did. ) ' :

_Bro. A, affirms that * expression of disapprovsl
was feared.” I thiok it was, though certainly not 'tbr
ihe reason implied 1n. his remarks.  Some of us re-

the bitterness of feeling engendered at Gas-
ux on the preceding week by similar discession,

be so limited in number.

Supuese Count met on Tuesday 21st, and engaged
in arguments of no great interest to the general pub-
lic, who will not ‘be called upon to0 pay the piper.
Several students were admitted.

Smeeer Cans,—'Fhere is now and a good deal
of grumbling because the street cars do not ruo, so as
_to aeccommodate everybody, at all times,  As usual
the daily papers are the safety-valves through which
escapes the spleen which might prove dangerous to
these hard-to-please gentry.

Avry ¥ Fux.—The other afternoon & young girl, by
way of a lark, stabbed a sailor, » one of the taverns,
with a fork. The autborities se thoroughly appreci-
ated the joke that they forgot to arrest the young
lady.

Tne VoLuNTEER companies are busily engaged in
ball practice, There arévquite a large numiber of
prizes to be contended for, a large proporuon of them
presented by private’ inuividuals,

The British and Colonial Steamboat Company have
placed an additional steamer on' the route, 8o that we
shall in future bave a weekly comwmunieation by the
above line with Boston.

Several bazaars xnd pic-nics bave come off, for re-
ligious and benevolent purposes. They bave been
well patronized,

Tae Taeavres, despite the hot weather, are

crowded houses.

%donnnr —Several’hundred thousand Dominion

Government $5.00 have lmud in the city, and are
being put into circolation. '‘These Dotes are & legal
tender, and great advantage to the comumerciul couw-
wunity is anticipated from (heir introduction, Some
of our Banks are paying at the rate of 8 per cent.
- We bave had many sudden deaths lately. Io ad-
dition to those mentioned in my last we have had Mr.
Thos. J. Ridgeway, Mr. John Bnderson, of the firm
of Anderson, Billing & Co., so#®f the Hon. Johu H.
Anderson, Senator, and Mr. Albert Hannington, son
of Ww.: M. Haonington, Esq.

- Crops, &c.— The prospects for the crops are excel-
Ient, and the accounts from the fisheries, 8o far, are
decidedly encouraging. Tbe coal trade, hownr.
quite stagnant, and strikes have been of constant oc-
currence'since the beginning of the year.. The only
umod déln( mywin. -«mmum unqo u

M%

 we han ano-
Sutu.

NTREPIDITY. —Oo¢ d-yr last ‘week two

l belongmg to Dartmouth, w.uudoy sail on

draw-

Hitherto, remarkable harmony and good feeling had

pervaded the Association, and it was devoutly dai- Bedfordin‘min,s‘l::n m:hn

red that such should contioue till its glose. for some “I.:l"!”‘ ndh‘ ;5., were
Wmmmufon ;qu,lmn ,’ougmiou udthuno ‘

to judge whether the report onthe Ohristian Messenger | ¥4 :

was “rushed through with hot butp”oruobuw ‘

a dmrmmnﬁu existed to ‘shut out all discussion’ on ,,.m,‘ thei h faili
 said report or mot, and whetber ‘the Moderator de- 1lu contest for life several times. Th
[ serves ‘the: censure indicated by Bro. A.'a l.mr or | of the two was the best swimmer, MMW ﬂlﬂ
Sk older one, risking bisoﬁl &hwm
While they were yet some
As T bave no relish for controvesy, I shall ‘make | ;o '(h‘“ o

no further reféerence to this matter, tmhll tbo cause |
of truth imperatively demand i*. ;

Yours, truly, ln W arace, Moderator

of the Western (N. 8.) Baptist Auocimon.
Grpnllo, N 8., , 20th July, 1868, - - -

P.S. The number ‘baptized in Mnnaq&ioa with
our: three Associations in this Prevince, Curing the
past year, is considerably over 1,000. I have an. np- :
pomtmontwbnpuumhords& i I. W

o g i .
at onfoftho piu%

was coming in rap 7
work' as '

great advantsges offered, or the candidates would not




