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| vention of Canada East, to" your Convention, ta 

| among the thousands of Israel : Ie has blessed 
| youyin times past, with holy, zealous, devolba 
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tis said by some musicians that all sounds in nature 

pr by wied and waters, are in unison with the key 
of F, : y 

.| “There are’ wav | to thadk the © 

The Natural Key. 

How oft, "mid life's discordant din, 
My list’uing ear hath caaght 

That all pervading tone, with deep, 
"Mysterious meaning fraught, 
The mighty F, to which the cords 
Of Nature's hatp ure strung— 

The ubiversal key, perchance, 
To which the angels sang, | 

When, with the morning star, they hailed 
The new-created earth, 

Or o'er the plains of Bethlehem 
Proclaimed the Saviour’s birth. 

That key of soleain majesty, 
In which the winds and waves 

Chant ceadéless requiems above 

On every mountain side, - 
And rivers tone their sleoder reeds 

In fertile meadows wide; 
In which the brecze of summer breathes 

Its flate-notes soft and low, 
Or wintry storins around the. hills, 
"Their martial trumpets blow. 

Oft have 1 heaid it as 1 stood 
* Bereath som siately pine, 

Whose tisséiled foliage oer my head 
"Made minstreley divine, 
But when the thunder pealing loud 
"Through Heaven's ethereal dome, 

Or vast Niagara bebind 
Its veil ot mist atid foam, 

Io organ harmonies revealed 
The Master's bund that played, 

Thea hath that wondrons tone on me 
Its mightiest impress made. ~~ 

And why may tiot that glorious dream, 
“Phe music of the splieres,” 
Too pure and perfect though it be 

For ancelestiil ears, 
Form but a portion of the same 
‘Majestic hurmony 11% 

Iu which the winds and waves are tuned 
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| tion, held in Moatreal, in September, 1867, it was. 

on the minds of our brethren that a closer inter 

| sonrse than has hitherto subsisted between the 
| Baptists in the differoni Provinces of this Domj- 
nion ought to be éstabli-hed ; whereupon it was 
resolved, that the undersigned brethien be ap- 
pointed a committee 10 draft a fraterual address, 

President, George’ B. Muir,” 
3 of our 

be - ted by our Pres 
Vind. ‘any other member or mem 

: bo 1) who may be able to visit Saint Johin, as our 
delegates to yoor annual meeting for 1868," 

: otek sompameieslp es are Known to 
each other * by. face,” yet we rejoige in. your joy, 
‘and pray * that yon may prosper aud-bein health 
¢ven as your souls prosper” ord 

* Sings for which we feel bound 
‘wind Pathe of our Lord Jesus 

Clirist on yor behalf, ~ "= © Ux cn 
"He bas raised you, within a short space of 

time, from small beginnings, to number many 

‘and 
got their lives dear, so 
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‘fulfil in the kingdom of vatore. It requires them 
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| rt adherence h f J tard iv adherence ‘to the great principle of 

“| the sufficie 
| rule of our faith, and the authoritative guide of 

o- | spiritual prosperity which the] 
| vouehsafed, to your ey ¢ labs 

| del io o drawbacks vid o LIER Rak Ab Bl fo ont ove Tories usa 
among daeaifoes rselves 10 Wins thy Dood of the 
trath'of Christ, and to’ retard the full’ develo 
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both, and so do we in the economy of grace. Oh, 

for more of thuse gently distilling dews from on 

high !. 
We have to deplore, in common with you, the 

great disproportion of the namber of uiinisters to 
that of the churches; and, in some instanges, the 

pushing of the priuciple of church independency 

to the vicious extent of multiplying weak interests 

in localities and under circumstances which afford 
no probability of their ever becoming vigorous or 
self-sustaining. 

Siill, the evils which we deplore in this respect 
are bat little when compared with those “arising 
from the almost undiscriminating admission of 
members practiced by some other bodies, the 
majority of whose members must necessarily be 
of the nnconverted ; nor can we be so anfaitbfal 
to our principles as to allow that those evils 

» od 8 " “them. we 

arise from our ignorance of, or unfaithfulness to, 
our own principles, rather than from the princi- 
ples themselves ? ; 
Recognizing no hereditary membership, no 

transmissible piety, no sacramental or ritnal sal- 
vation, and demauding from all who seek admis- 
sion to our churches repentance’ towards God, 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and immersion in 

water, in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, as evidence of their be- 
lief, and out hope that they are: already washed 

from ther sins in the precious blood of the Lamb, 

the cases of hypocrisy and self-deception will, be 
comparatively rave, Still, it is to be feared that 
some cases have ocenrred which have eluded all 
the vigilance of the most vigilant of Zion's wateh- 
men, aod others, in which a too ardent zeal to 

make conver's and to swell the lists of member 
ship have led to the admission of persons to the 
churches, who should still be classed’ with “the 
world.” Far better would it ‘be to report even a 
decrease, than to swell ‘oar ranks with the uncon~ 

verted or seli-deceived. 
"Three great: principles underlie the polity for 

which God calls us to contend, and for which our 
fathers in the faith laboured and bled—namely : 

Church ; His subjects His willing people ; His 
word their only rule of faith and practice. ~~ 

Fathers and Brethren—Our prayer is that you 
may ever continue faithfal to those great princi- 
ples, and transmit them 10 successors, who shall 
perpetuate them till the coming of the Lord from 
Heaven. g 
Done by order and on behaif of the Canada Baptist Mis- 
.sionary Couvention (East), this first day of June, 1868, 

ee 5 Mss, Preeti. of C. 8 MCE gorge B. Muir, .of C.B.M.C.E.) : 
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JoHN ALEXANDER, Secty. MCE 
Wi, &. Cawowers, Pastor, Perth, Ond. 
5 hy: Reply. 

The following is the fraternal address of the 
Convention” to the Canada Baptist Missionary 

Convention, as noted in our published report of 
proceedings last week :— bay ted 
To the Baptized Believers in our Lord Jesus Christ of Que- 
bec and Ontario, represented in the Canada Baptist Mis- | 
sionary Conventions East and West. g 

The Baptist Convention of Nova Scotia, New Bruns- 
wick and Prince Edward Island, sendeth Chris 

Deariy Beruoveo BrerareN,— 
We have, with much pleasure, received from 

the Canada Missionary vention ‘East the ad- 
dress, we, ‘by the Presideat, Gi 
Ksq., and ‘by other brethren gppointed for that 

teemed brethren the Rey. Dr. Fyfe and Professor 
Wells, the representatives of the Baptists in the 
Western part of the Dominion, who have by word 
of mouth, expressed to us the kindly greeting and 
Christian“ sympathy of our bivihien “in those bo rad Sy : om 

We heartily approve the sentiments contained 
in your address avd confirmed by your delegates, 
and in our tarn would convey to you the sincere: 
expression of our confidence and brotherly love. - 
We also with yourselves could desire thut more: 

intimate relutions than present circumstances 

seem to admit, might exist between ns, for we, 

the chu 

North 

Christ the King, Head, and Law-giver of His | H 

eorge B. Muir, | 

ho, is we also cordiully ‘welcome our es- | 
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. Pulpit Eloquence. 
The following editorial article from Zhe Me- 

thodist, oe a just view of the present pulpit of 

, and of the kind of pulpit which is al- 

ways used fo carry forward the progressive work 

of Christiabity 3— 
The question has been raised whether the 

$he pulpit is not declining. With ae- 
ons; insufficient for the people that 
yaght to attend public worship, many 

8 are yet poorly filled,-and but few 
1 fig pulpit awakened the popu- 

Js to awaken, would this be the 
wis décided powes in the occu- 
10 Win and-hold the popular 

ot “the hes be thronged with 

were wy ir Handled by the writer in the 
ritish Review several years ago, in a ju- 

dicious article on “ Modern Preaching.” The 
writer maintained that the incumbents of the pul- 
pit are, for the most part, men of average capaci- 
ty only, while those of extraordinary power are 
the exception, and that this is the case ip all other 

jons as well as in the ministry. The 
charch must expect her work to be done chiefly 
through ordinary rather than extraordinary agen- 
cies. So it has been always. “reat pulpit lumi- 
naries were no mote numerous in former times 
than now ; vet Christianity has steadily advanced 
in the world, ~ 

History shows that extraordinary endowments 
arc rare. There arc but few men io the couutry 
who possess great power to reach and sway the 
popular heart. Snch men are seldom found in 
the legal profession, or in either house of Con- 
gress.” Men there are, in considerable nombers, 
of clear perceptions, acute analytic and reasoning 
prow and respectable scholarship, in all the pro- 
:ssions, and such abound in the pulpit: but men 

fis. a. 

{ of the highest oratorical power are the cxeeption 
everywhere. 

This fact should net be ignored in our estimate 
of the popular attraction offered by the pulpit. 
How many men in other professions are known 
to bé masters of cloquence} Does the law fur- 
nish more brilliant names than theology ! The 
pulpit has its full share of talent. “Iu all parts of 
tbe land there are preachers who possess, in a 
lesser or greater degree, the inspiration of elo- 
quence—nien whose palpits are always attractive 
to the people, and whom, as is ever the case with 
truly eloquent men, the common people hear 
gladly. Perhaps there was pever a time when 
the Christian pulpit was relatively more powerful 
in this country than at preseat—at no time was 
its sway more universal and complete. Yet we 
are free to confess that the inass of its incumbents 
are men of solid rather than brilliant parts, and 
that their capacity 'is-average and pot pre-emi- 
nent. 

This will be so always. The trne work of the 
world is done by ordinary mien. The sum of hu- 
man achievement -is ‘largely ‘the product of the 
millions of common workers, while genius is chief: 
ly employed in exploring the new paths, or in in- 
spiring aod guiding the toiling masses. A vast 
amount of the best Christian work is wrought by 
men of humble gifts: Preachers of low cupacity 
often achieve high results. ' The weak things of 
this world hath God chosen to confound the 
‘mighty, and thiags that are not to bring to naught 
things that are. Aud yet iv.must be allowed that 
eloquence in the pulpit is exceedingly desirable. 
It is gratifying always te see people attracted to 
the house of God. and hanging with breathless 
interest upon the preacher's words. Great is the 
power ‘which enables the zealods advocate of the 
‘wrath to hold thie hearts and minds of the vast 
‘audience attent to his message, white his words of 
fire’ burn into their souls. The church may well 
desire that gifted men, whose voide cin awaken 
‘echoes in the hearts of the multitudes, should oc- 
qupy her polpits. 
he pulpit, too, is the most faverable sphere on 

earth for the development of eloquence, . The fre- 
‘quency of its ministrations, the grandeur avd uni- 

join with you id’ the devont 2000gnjtiog of the he interest of its themes, appealing alike to 

kingly authority of eur Lord Jesns Christ, as the 
head of his people in the covenant of grace; in 
the acknowledgment of a’ willing submission to 

| blé whediation, % 
thi only ground of Btbess to shave it the blessings 

ion, and ‘the’ privileges of his king- 
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e tenderest and the profoundest sympathies of 
‘the human heart, swaying its hopes and fears, 
grappling with the problems of its existence, deal- 
ng with the homao guilt aud the mystery of the 
incarnation’ and redeeming love, together with 
the “sublime. responsibility ‘whieli: thie preaclier 
bears, and the solicitude which’ his’ beart should 

to reader the pulpit, pre-emineot in the condi 
es offers for the development of the highest 

of | Order of clogaenge, , ,, 
“It 1s sometimes asserted that the lack of inte 

+= | rest which is frequently shown in the ministra- 
8 | 6 Vhe Palit To "aiid by | pular distaste 
| for its themes. * Tndifferotice, it is ‘alleged, taros 

| eee i from the voice of the preacher, who 
uid gladly listen 5 his oratory were directed to 

~ This we ;eannot: believe. The gospel is God’ 
to-thesonls of men. 1t is about that 

which they, canvot but be interested to know. I. 
¥oigo is not: so much a voice of terror as it iso, 

o, | infiv Ply and love. Glad tidings, indeed, oi great joy is the gospel of reconciliation. It meets 
fl Ad phases of human Pla 

d huma fo, TH | reachet announces fruth 
fiieh must of themselves excite mien’s ‘Wpprehen 

sions and hopes. 1 7is his’ 10 ‘tinfold Jife's tru. 

| significance as: a probation: for ‘eteroity, Ther. 
y | Gan not be insuch En thing th: 

from, its teac ‘to. any such exten’ 
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“ ¢ Now, Henry, A is the indefinite article, you 
see, and must be used only with the singular nuw- 
ber. You can say a man; but you can’t say, a 
men, can you!’ ) 

“t Yes, [ can say Amen, too,” was the rejoin- 
der. ‘Father says it always at the end of his 
prayers.’ B 

¢ + Come Henry, dou't be joking ; decline he.’ 
“ ¢ Nominative he, possessive his, objective 

him.’ 
“ «Yon see, his is possessive. Now you can 

say his book, but you cannot say him book.’ 
“Yes, 1 do say Hymn Book, too,’ said the 

impracticable scholar, with a quizzical twinkle. 
“ Bach one of these sallies made the young 

teacher laugh, which was the victory he wanted. 
«¢ But now, Henry, scriously, just attend to 

the active and passive voice. Now, “I strike” is 
active, you see, because, if you strike, you do 
something. But, “1 am struck” is passive, be- 
chase, if you are struck, you do’nt do anything do 
you? 
“& Yes, I do, I strike back again.’ 
“ After about six months, Hoary was returned 

on his parents’ hands with the reputation of be- 
ing an inveterate joker and indifferent scholar. 
“When Henry Ward Beecher reached the 

age of twelve or thirteen—the usual period of 
restlessness in boys of strong vital force—be made 
up his wind to give up dull books for a life of 
activity and enterprise. The voyages of Captain 
Cook and the biography of Nelson determined 
bim to the sea as his field of adventure. * He 
made ap his little bundle, walked the wharf, and 
talked with sailors and captains, hovered irresc- 
lute on the verge of voyages, never quite able to 
grieve his father by a sudden departure.” When 
"his father learned of Henry's adventurous long- 
ings, he exhibited the tact which so distinguished 
him, and which many parents would be the bet- 
ter for possessing, in not opposing his wishes, but 
seemingly giving way to them at ounce. He 
carelessly said one day : ! 

“ + Let us sce, Henry, how old are you? 
“ ¢ Almost fourteen, 
“Bless me! How boys do grow! Why 

it's almost time to be thinking what you are go- 
ing to do. Have you any thought ¥ 

“ “Yes, I want to go to sca.’ " 
'weTH sea! OF all things! Well, well. Af- 

ter all why not? Of course you don't want to be 
a common sailor. You want to’ get into the 
wavy §% 

#.¢ Yes, sir, that's what I want. 
“ * But not werely as a common sailor, I sup- 

pose ¥’ 
* ¢ No, sir, I want to be a midshipman, and af- 

ter that eommodore.’ 
“+1 see,’ said the Doctor, cheerfully. * Well, 

Heory, in order for that, vou know, you must be- 
gin a course of mathematics, and study naviga- 
tion and all that.’ 

“ “Yes, sir, T am ready. 
“+ Well then, 1 will send you up to Amherst 

next week, to Mount Pleasant, and then you'll be- 
gin your preparatory studies, and if you are well 
prepared, I presume 1 can make interest to get 
you an appointment.’ a 
And so be went to Mount Pleasant, in Am- 

herst, Mass, and Dr. Beecher said. shrewdly: ‘I 
shall have that boy ir the mivisiry yet! 
oid {Say impossible to think of Beecher as 
anything but & minister, but ove can't hélp think- 
ing—what a commodore’ be would have made. 
-Wiwleollege, Beecher, tiotwithstanding his'stern 
morality, which ever placed lin in open’ antago- 
isin ‘to all’ forins of college vice; was what is 
termed ‘a jolly guod. fellow.” In fact, *he was 
generally the centre of a circle of tempestnons 
merriment, ever eddying round him. in one droll 
toxm or another. He was quick iu repartee 
excellent mimic, and his would set the 
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: » The Opening of the Amazon. 
» tegard to the probable consequences of 
opin Rev, J. C. Fletcher states as follows : 
¢ Thefopening of the Amnzon, which oecorred on 
he 7th of September, 1867, and by which the 

at river is frec to the flags of all nations, from 
he Atlantic to Peru, and the abrogation of the 
es wed of the coast trade from the Amazon to 
the Rio Grande de Sud. whereby 4,000 rles of 
Brazilian sea coast are open to the vessels of every 
rountry, can not fail only to develop the resources 
of Brazil, bot will prove a great benefit to the 
»ordering Hispanio-Americau republics, and to 
:be maritime nations of the carth, The opening 
f the Amazon is the most significant indication 
that the leaven of old narrow monopolistic Por- 
toguese conservatism has at last worked out, Por- 
togal would not allow ITumboldt ‘to enter the 
Amazon valley in Brazil. The result of the new 
policy is beyond the most sanguine expectation, 
The exports and imports for Para for October 
and November, 1867, were double those in 1866. 
This is bat the beginning. Soon it will Le found 
that it is cheaper for all Delivia, Peru, Equador, 
and New Granada cast of thc Andes to receive 
their goods from and to export their india-rubber, 
chincona, &c., to the United States and Europe 
via the great water highway which discharges 1a- 
to the Atlantic, than by the long circuitous route 
of Cape Horn, or the Trans-Isthius route of Pa- 
nama. The Puras and the Madera are hereafter 
to be navigated by steamers. The valley of the 
JAmazan in Recall in an Vows wo the area of the 

done away. 

around His people the’ curtains of the 

‘the mornin 
promise at dawn, and a sure wor 

with love. ' To breakfast 
with’ Him alone, is ‘to’ enjoy th 
upoh the earth. It'is dangerou 
the head is Téaned ou Jesus’ boso 

is brave sleeping; but that, the 

Jehovah's’ ‘presence by why of the 
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service. The reading of the word 

revealed, and all the hosts 

tewple is lit up, and the w 
eater, 
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favor shown to Homansin in public places was 

Tux drops of the night come from the samo, 
fonnt as the dew of the merning: he who. me 
Abraham at the break of day communed wi 
Isaac in the field at eventide. ‘He who openstbe 
doots of ‘the day with the hand ot nerey, draws 

by His shining presence makes the Outgoing: 
hd of the coon lot oicg, A 

d at sunset crown 
the brow of day’ with. light sud sandal its feel 

Jesus ‘aud 10 sup 

rian doe Jd is Boge oF Wel Kh 
may have euch sleep given to. him, itis. 
that be should make a nest approach 
throne, and dnburthen bis sodl ‘beforeithe: 
Preserver of ‘men. To eater’ into ‘the’ - 
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