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"John |, 86.— “Eoce Agous DCL"—-MQHW lpnbof(!od
Some ejgmeea hundred years baveg rolled their

rapid round since the Baptist in all the ardor of

de. | bis soul directed the wondering gaze of his dis-
dplul to ove whom he termed the Lamb of God.

During all this time be has had successors who

have counted it their greatest honur to” point their

i | tellows Lo this wondcrial Being, The deepanil pro-

l’pn‘eg mi:) of thul human rbn..:u ufien been
(3% that simple wtterance, (a8 olten as

ﬁm hzn beheld, h]; hd’: found, to his ulnuer;ble :
delight, that t is a balm (qr every wound, &

i y lw'u '&qtqllo( unildn-dy
long-drawn. with the names of those who bave

‘come.up ont of great iribulation and washed

the Lamb, i

Thie~gospel 'in which tbe exclamation of the
Baptm “ Behold the Lamb of God,” cecurs, was
in all probability the last written of "all the books
of the Sacrcd ‘cibion. ' As éécptical tendencies
‘were observed “even ‘before the elose of the first
century, in velation tothé person and work of
Jesus Clirist, we wdy expect that Lie to whom
was accorded. thie work of giving & final testimo-

-wo.room for donbt in eandid minds that Jesus |
was Emanovel, God with us—God tabernacled in
the flesh——the Lamb ot God slaiu from tbe foun -
dation ‘of the world: '~
Lét 48 ‘try to abstract onrsclves’ from prelent-
strrochdings ngd circumstances, and live with John
in Ephesus a [ittle more than half a eentory after
tho ascension. of obir Hmdimd ‘Mark what mao- -
»mer of place we are. in. . Ephesus is the capital of
Asia, and in . Asia, the capital -of heathepdom,
‘Heve stands a modest littlo chureh, where assemn-
bles Subbath ‘after Sabbath A few trasty followers ;
on lbrouhgu the din wud bustle of the street till
e gorgeons temple of Diana and hsten
to the shou, “ Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” '
tted | Here frém time to time eager crowds resort, not
only to engage in the worship of the goddess,
but to discuss in its"approaches and porticos. the
‘that were  agitating
the then public mind. . Here met the mysticism
of the East and the philosophy of I.lw.‘ est, and
oy : P
ure_stream o ristianity, Here we
P,Plgu)mat. Jq::!i ta\kmg of tliye ord of
God" as & persou inferior only to God Himself. Lot
| Rete alw thohe who Had taken the nhine of
‘christiiin are heard to maiutain that Christ was aot | ¢

hear

‘affirmed that noma-
thereby leav-
| ing woly.a mere.anan Lo be crucified. . These dis-
cordant wwﬁ remind . 8” ;mwlx of the words
of t,lmﬁmg tle der of the Epbesian |
| ehpr {’an '!m fanvell speech at Miletus,
ig nﬁsd iho fMO ‘sheep of the fold, that Aﬁdl'
Jparmre grievous wolves -hoﬁldmm‘imb
them,

ot sparing the flock, and that 'of “their
own selvoo men -@noutd arise, kmg :

rw "M wm’“‘f 55 4
wolves appeared. among them, and in t%w‘
of | perverse wanoer set.to work dewonring the flack.
The little chureh is being rent asunder, N»»y'
remembqr the burnjn& ye’t lovyng uttewauce of
thou  father in the gospel as he tookg lon farc-
embrm of them upon the b

of Mileths’ ¢ might bave hear ﬁx eiclﬂm.
“Oh thit he ‘Wers again here to establish os in

» | :and deserted -him at his erucifixion,

way, wulkyn in it.” . But vain is the wish, for.

Paul the aged bnlogghsm;pod fight aod fin-

| ished his conrse: | Hmhdr; eold . io death, fills |

infidelity: that  seemed . n.dy to alph -and
drown t{m faith of God's eleet l:mghere“nou
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.«m m. to this troubled sea of
. ,I!TH&__:-. such a :qo
the 'm z‘o 3;:
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years, howéver, had to intervou

‘educated for it, and then, “in the fuliees’ J
_eoncentric ‘\Fk!o( time, He shouid gome

.a-lfvx,umws -mma that be had I\\G '

‘thou art gone up : hé stooped down, he
‘a8 a lion, and a8 an old lion ; ‘who shall rouse
‘bim ap?- The scoptro
" dub, Dor A Iawgiver from bet.ﬁeen

Arivmphant entry into Jerusalom ‘are distincily
“ Rejoice grestly, O dn hter of Zion ;

: und*vi;h bis ptripu
mndo his v?:lp an o&n
3 .

the faith, and say ‘to each erring one, this is the |

word, ** he that shall bo." They were, howeye:
domnetl to dmlppomtment, 80 far as fho
diate fulfilment of the promise was concernc
very soofi their. pleasing hopes were dash
the ‘earth by therr son, who, instesd of pre
himself a savioar, mm!énd his ouly ,
satiate & joalous rage. DBut ae faith which
upon God's word 18 imwertal, our first: pare
sulll boped, so that when their nextson
they pamead bim Beth, or, ** anether seed,",
ing ps_that they recognized slain. Abel .

romised deliverer, but now lba; he was ng
Jod had givén them. this one in bi

how: | him that heareth, Come ;

blood to the liviag fountains and beside tln still
waters. During these sad hours, that rock was
being smitten, whose waters, as a perennial stream,
‘should follow the Christian pilgrim throngh all
desert wastes of thiis world to the Canaan of rest
beyond the swellings of Jordan.  Just now the
jqriu of Eden lost were being opened to Adam's
children : the double flamiag sword and cheru-

|:bim were being removed; and the invitation was

N.gmbﬂ’byﬁ. t and the Bride to
hioa that is athirst,

o ¢ome and

Come ; 'and” to’ nho
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natal” day of the great un‘q«hher ho
Faith must be severely tried—the wé

at.that point which is the eentre |
eace on carth avd
man,” Durin g the ages, God did !
1o, be gracions. He. umvod the pledge
given, each time ‘somethi
aud confirmatory.  Jacob, ﬁb‘l
rests a8 bis iyvqmd‘ ‘hind ' falls
God speiking hin’ p

‘more deﬁ-it{

ng-bic m:.

hand Ehall be in of thine enemies;
father's, children nhslbow down. before thee.
Judab is a lion's whelp : from ' the: prey,

from Ju-
is feet, noril-

t) ¢o s and auto, him

shall not “dep

S'Mloh (or the ,peacom.ke
shall the gathering of the )
Passing by many predictions setting forth yet
clearer the person, character, and. .work of Mes-
sinh, lot “us take our stund among the desceud-
ants of Jndab,and listen to the sure word of
prophecy. The “told the time of his
comm%; the prophiét declares the place. “Thon
Bethlehem Ephntub though thou be
t!)gthoum ofJuddl.pl. oﬂettheeohlu he‘
come furth anto me that is to be Ruler in lernel 5
whose go ?tonh have been from of old, fnm
ouvlmmg
The circamstances uho in connection with his

foreshadowed b Zachiariah when he exclaims:
shout, O
| daugbter of Jernsal old thy king cometh
uuto theo : huumi ud haviog salvation : lowly |
and: mhnﬁ FPos n eou, and upon mult, the loal,
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" | From a careful observation, conducted
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'd | of burning
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ave "iven you more. 1 have one favor to ask o
you.

“ What is that 1"
“That you will kneel down and allow me to

pray with you, and to pray to Almighty God in
your bebalf; to ask him to tarn your hearts and

put {on upon better ways,”
"Il bave nothing to do with the man's things,”

said the nngleader of them,

“ Nor 1, either,” said another one of them.

“ Here, tako your watch-—take your saddle-bags ;

if we have anything to do with youn, the judgment
of God will overtake us.”

That, however, did nol satisfy the sainted man
He urged prayer upon them. = He knelt down ;
one of the robbers koelt with him ; cne prayed,
the other wept—confessed his sins, and “"t i
was the first time in his life he had done sach a
thing, and shounld be the last. How far he kept
his word. is knewn ounly to Him to whom the
darkness and the light are equally alike ; to Him
vbon q;ehdn ky the el!;ldm of wen,

‘The Gentieman at m

‘The gentleman at church is known by the fol-
lowing marks :—

1. Comes in good season, so as weither to in-
terrupt the pastor nor the congregation by a late
arrival,

2. Does not stop upon the steps or in the por
lico, either to gape at the Jadics, salute friends,
or display bis colloguial powers,

" 8. Opens and shiuts the door gently, and walks
deliberately and lightly op the aisle or gallery
stairs, and gets his seat as quietly, and by making
as few people remove as possible.

4. Takes'bis place either in the back part of
the seat, or steps out into the aisle: when any one
 wishes to. pass in, and never thinks of such »
| thing, as making people erowd past bim while
keepmg his_place in the seat.

5. Is always attentive to strangers, and gives
up his seat to such, seeking another for bimself.

6. Never thinks of defiling the house of God
with tobacco spittle, or aunoying those who sit
pear him by chewicg that nauseous weed:iv
‘chareh.

1. Never, uuless in case of illness, gets vp or
goes out during the time of service. ' But if ne-
cessily compel him to do 8o, goes so quietly that
bis very mauner is an apology for the act.

8. Does not engage in coaversation before the
service,

9. Does not whisper, or Iaugb or eat fruit in
the house of God, or lounge in that holy place.

10, Does 6ot vash out of the charch like a
trampling horse, the moment the benediction is
pronounced; but retires slowly in a noiseless,

iet manver.

1L Does all he can, by preccpt ani example,
to decorum in others, and is ever ready
1o lend his aid to discouutenance all indecornm
| in the house of God.

—————
Destruction of the Earth by Fire.

According .to the testimony of Prof. R. D.
Hitchcoek, in the July number of the Bibliotheca
Sacra, philosophers have little cause to sneer st
Peter's pr y that * the heavens and the
earth shall pau uuv with a great noise, and the
¢lements shall melt with fervent beat; the earth
also, and ‘the works that are tbcrem, shall be
burped up.”

‘In‘an article on “ The relations of Geology to
Theology,” he says: * The earth contains within
itself . the agcuy necessary to  its desolation by
fire. - Its erust is sapposed to be several inches
thick, while the interior is in a staterof fusion
like Java.  The three hundred active yolcanoes
oo the crust are the breathing holes of the inter-
nal fire, At present, counteracting ageucies pre-
vent this lava from bursting forth. But let the
order be issued for its liberation, and these vents
‘will beleh forth fire and desolation. ' The works
‘of man, in which' wo take so much pride, may be
erumbled in & moment by the concuseion of the

 {emst. - Liberated gases may combine explosively

with the oxygen in the air, so that the heavens
should pass away with a great noise.” < He men-
tions, i confirmation of the above statements, the
well known fact of certain stars suddenly becom-
ing very brilliapt and then gradually fading to
their former dimness, Not longer ago than May
of last' yenr, a remarkable casc of this kind occur-
red. A star of the cighth magnitude in the con-
stellation called the !ﬁmhern Crown, all at once
blaged.into a star of the secoud magnitode, and
in twelve days declined again to ity onq)nal rank.

y experi-
ers, indications were obtained that
1o eoun

hydrogen.” sequence of some
| were set free. A large part of this gas conusta
&h{im?n which was burned aboot the star in
ination with some other elcient. . As the
trqq.by rogen became cxbausted, the flames gra-
dually abaled, and the star waned down to its
former, brightuess, It scems, then, there . are
| known ipstances of worlds wrapped: in flames.
i'.hl, burn fiercely, fade and disappear.
ppose: ‘now, that for any reason a combustible
should be oblﬂved apon our planct ; there it
t combibe explosively with the oxygdh of
umo-pheu,u%m like the star in the Nor-
Either case would meet the con-
We think therefore that
the words of Peter are amply i illustrated by the
of astronomy.”
r romfh, moreover, that the fact
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Introductory Bertos 8Fthe 'Wedtérn I, B. | their first chlld was born. Eve exclaimed, %I have | midst of the throne to.Jead. those saved by Ins | given you everything you asked for, and would Railways in the Far East.
Association. gotten a man, Jehovah ;" or, translatiog th g‘

It is now some sixteen years since, upon a cer-
tain November day, the first railway train in
India started out of Bomlmy, for its short trip of
tweoty-six miles. This event took place oun the
18th of November, 1832, Four months later an-
other line commenced operations at Calcutta,
extending one bundred and twenty miles to the
collieries at Bardwan. It was nine years before,
in 1743, that the subject of railways for India
began to be discussed in the pablic journals, and
eight years before, in 1844, that the matter was
coergetically taken hold of by Sir Macdonald
Stephenson. We do not know whether this gen-
tleman is. a relative of the other Stephenson, so
famous, one of them, George, as the inventor of
the locomotives, and his son, Robert, as per
the most eminent of British Eogineers, Pl‘ho co-
incideoce of name is at least remarkable, and one
cannot help making a vote of the interestieg fact
that one Stephenson should be the father of rail-
way locomotion in England, another in lundia.

Mr. Stephepson—LUie bas-acquired his. title of
“ 8ir”  since the date of which we are writing—
found wany difficalties in his way,—almost as
wany and almost as great as opposed George
Stephenson, wheun trying to convince the British
public that if a railway conld carry coal it might
also carry human beings. The obstacles en¢oun-
tered by the latter may be inferred from the re-
mark made, when he offervd to furnish a convey-
ance that should carry passengers twice as speedi-
ly as the time honored mail-coach, that one might
as well * expect the people of Waoolwich to suffer
themselves to be fired off on one of Congreve's
ricochet rockets, as trust themselves to the mer-
cy of suneh a machine going at sueh a rate,” " Mr.
Macdonald Stephenson did not have this prejo-
dice to encounter, for in Lis time it had been
demonstrated that railway passengers could ride
three or. four times faster than the mail would
carry them, and still not find. their breath taken
away. DBut he fouad mwuch difficaity in con-
vincing people that'a railway coald be built, or
at least sustained in India. The troplcal heat, it
was urged, would make the construction of such
roads impossible ; the natives would never patro-
nize Lhew, 80 jealous are they of any innovation,
and 86 wedded to their caste distinetions, . The
slcepers of the track would be devoured by the
white ants ; the rails themselves would be swept
away with the floods. Such arguments as these
Mr. Stephenson bad to meet an Iglo avswer.

DBut there were more formidable diffienities.
British capitalists would naturally be caatious of
investments in enterprises so far away. To re-
assure them, guaranices and. liberal grants would
be necessary from the East Indian Government.
These were bavd to procure. It required the
most persevering * continuance” in urging the
rational nod financial views of the subject to con-
vince the Directors in London, and the Supreme
Council iv India, that railways in that country
could be made to succeed, and would be.of im-
mense advantage in every governmental and so-
cial point of view. Granis and guarantees were
fially obtaived, but upon a stinted scale, and
this soon reduccd so that the capitalists held
back. ' But Mr, Stephenwn brought to the rescue
the powerful aid of Lord Daihousie, the Governor
General, aud an adequate railway system was'at
length pro\udet., and is now soon to be coinplet-
ed and set in operation.

Not to delay over details of the progress made
io devising and constructing these lines of travel,
we must content curselves - with briefly “intimat-
ing their present form. They are wvioe in nom-
ber, radiating from three principal points, Cal-
cutta, Boibay, and Madras. The lipe proceed-
ing from Calcutta is termed the Kot Indian, It
extends to Delhi, a distance of one thousand
miles, following the valley of the Ganges. That
from Bombay, on the’ Western const, and nearly
;posue to Usleatta, is called the Great Jndian

insular line. It rpos in. two.dircetions; one
to the pertheast to Jubbalpore, where it is to
connect with the East Indian line from Allabhabad.
Mails and passengers will thus be landed at Bom-
bay, and be sent across the conntry to Calcutta
in much less time than would be reqmred for the
old voyage by sea. The Great Pevinsular line
also sends a branch soutbeastwardly to Madras.
From that city, avother line runs southwestward-
ly across the peninsula to Bangalore, where there
is a lurge wnilitary station: while still ‘anether
line in-that part of the country, called the Soatk-
ern India, conmects Frichinopoli with the sea-
coast. . Other lines, from Bowbay, Caleutta, and
Madras, penetrate other portiovs ‘of the conotry,
being intended to develop its resonrces and pro-
mote its, trade to the nlmost extent possible.
The whole exient of these lives, now approaching
completion, is 5,607 miles. Their cost has been
£54,386,000, or more than four hundred millions
in our currency.

The practieal resnlts of railway operations in
India seem to huve put the croakers to silence.
The schere has been: popular with the natives
from the start. Neither their superstition nor
their poverty prevents them patronizing the new
mode of conveyance.  Even caste, just about the
most iron-bound system of social separation m
all the world, has yielded to the novel “idea, and
Brahmio snd Sooder, the highest caste and the
lowest, are scen riding together in the @ cars.
Indeed, it seems reasonable to anticipate that the
nil\ny is to accomplish what other influcuces
have well-oigh failed in: the breaking np of
those oppressive distinctions which_for centuries
have scparated ¢lass from class in India, It would

seem, 100, that the masses- of the ’nm.tbo
chief supporters of the roads. The:

pub-
lishied reports indicate tlut for the ‘then-ex-
pind, the first-class ca had ’ted“ﬁ'l,ooo
the second class, £100,000; the third-class £1,-
260,000. Thstohlm rq('
that year over thc several lines was
The problem of railways in India W- there-
fon,lnnp«lod.ﬂ‘dl solved, while by means
of these, problbly, other and more formidable
pwbkmmlt bolmpod 1o aneq
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