
' lingly, as her boy started off for school the pext 

‘the true wisdom to leave ‘him to learn some of 
" ‘the lessons of lite alove. : 

At length came the last day of py succeed- 
~“ed'next day by a picnic, in which all the sebo- 
Jars oa to join, superintended by their teachers. 

~ was on the banks of the Quassit river, where the | 
ne ‘on its brink was 

or Sail IN pe fini 

“Goals of Ti, 

Guy Morgan came in with rapid step and an 

impetuous manner. His mother looked up from 

her work. There was a round red spot in each 

check, and an ominous glitter in bis eyes. She 

knew the signs. That naturally fierce temper of 

his had been stirred in some way to a heat that 

bad kindled his whole nature. He threw down 

his ¢ap, on an Ottoman at her feet, and then he 

said, with a little beat of his temper in his tone, 

« Never say, after this, that 1 don't love you, 

“mother.” 
«1 think I never did say so,” she answered 

gently, as she passed her hand over the tawny 

Jocks, and brushed : them away from the flashed 

brow. “But what special ‘thing have you done 
to prove your love for me just.now 1” 

“ Taken a blow without returning it.” 
She bent over.and kissed him where be sat. 

He was fifteen years old, a great, tall felloy, with 
muscles like steel; but he had wot grown above 

liking his mother's kissed. Then she said, softly, 

: «Pell me all about it, Guy.” 
“ Oy it-was Diek 00d, - You ;know what a 

mean, bullying fellow he is anyhow. "He had 
been tormenting some of the younger.boys-—nag- 

ging them till I couldn't stand it. They are every 
one afraid for their lives where he ia. Itold him 
he ought to be ashamed of himself, and tried to 

make him leave off, till, after awhile; [ ¢’pose he 

got stirred up, for he turned from them, and 

conling to me, he struck me in the face.. I be- 
lieve the mark of his claws is there now ;” and 

hie tarned toward her the other cheek, which. he 

had kept carefully away from her up to this time. 

She saw the marks clearly, and she trembled hor- 

selt with sympathy and secret indignation. 

“Well,” she said, “and you—what did you 

do?” 
“1 remembered what T had promised you for | 

this year, and I took  it—think of it, mother— 

took it, and never touched him. I just looked 

into his eyes, and said, ‘If I should strike you 

back, I should lower myself to your level. He 

langhed a great.scornful horse-langh, and said he, 
‘You hear, boys, ‘Morgan’ s turnéd preacher. 

You'd better wait, sir, before you lecture me on 

my behaviour to the little ones, till yon have | 

pluck enough to defend them.” I've heard about 

the last ‘impudence I shall take from a coward 

like you.” The boys laughed, and some of them 

said, ¢ Good for you, Osgood!” and I came home. 

I had done it for the sake of my promise to you; 

for. I'm stronger than he is any day; and you 

know, mother, whether there's a drop of coward 

blood in my veins. I thought you were the one 

to comfort ‘me; though it isn't comfort I want 

80 much either. I just want you. to release me 

from that promise; and let me go back and thtasa 

him.” 
Mrs. Morgan's heart thrilled with silent thaoks- 

giving. Her boy's temper had been her greatest 

rief. His father was dead, and she had brought 
Rim up alone, and sometimes she was afraid her 

She had 

» 

too great tenderness bad spoiled him. 
tried in vain ‘to carb his passionate nature. It 

was a power which no hands could bind. She 

had concluded, at last, that the only hope was in 
enlisting his own powerful will, and making him 

resolve to conquer himself, Now, she thought, he 
had shown himself capable of self-control. In the 

midst of his rage he had remembered his pledge 

to her, and kept it. He would yet be his own 

master—this brave boy of hers--and the Kking- 

dom of his mind would be a goodly sovereiguty. 
“ Better heap coals of firt on his bead,” she 

wid, guiplly. 
“ Yes, he deserves a good scorching” —pretend- 

ing perversely to misunderstand her—* but I 
should not have thought you would have been so 
vindictive.” 
“Yon keow well enough what kind of coals I 

meant, and who it was that said, ‘ If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink.” 
I cannot release you from your promise until the 
year for which you made it is over. I think the 
Master who told us to render good for evil, under: 
stood all the wants and passions of humanity bet- 
ter than any other teacher has ever understood 
them. I am sare that what he said must be wise, 
and right, and best. | want you to try his way 
first. If that fails, there will be time enough after, 
this year to make a different experiment.’ 

“ Well, I promised youn,” he said, “and Ill 
show you that, at least, I'm strong "enough to 
keep my word until you release me from 1 
think, though, you don't quite know how tough 
it is.” 

Mre. Morgan thought she did know jast about 
how “ tough” it was to boy nature to be called a 
coward ; but she knew, also, that the truest bra- 
very on "earth is the bravery of endurance, 

“ Look out for the coals of fire,” she said, smi- 

morning. “ Keep a good watch, and I'm pretty 
sure you'll find them before the summer is over.’ 
Bat he came home that sight, depresséd and 

a little gloomy.” He felt as if his prestige were 
gone. There had always been a sort of rivalry be- 
tween him and Dick Osgood, and now the boys 
seemed to have gone over to the stronger side, 
and ke had that feeling of humiliation and dis- 

ce which is as bitter to a boy as the sense of 
efeat ever is to a man, 
The weeks went on, and the feeling wore away 

a little. Still that blow, unavenged and unatoned, 
rankled in Guy's mind, and made him aosocial 
and ill at ease. His ‘mother watched him with 
some anxiety, but she did not interfere. She had 

hesitated a little, then concluded to 
The place selected was a lovely spot, known 

all the neighborhood as “the old mill”. It 

the homed 

{ waited her a few moments quite to himself. 
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the water just above the falls, 
reach it if he conld be ore—1f. 
The water was very, 

et o% nes 

deep whore ty had fallen 
in, and the river ran fast, Ah 
fie Ppdot ehiild op, alld Dick Osgood threw him- 

If “upon “the bridge; and sobbed and screamed 
like one gone mad. When she rose thé third 
time, she. was near; the falls. 

rocks beneath, But that third timé Guy Morgan 

golden hair. 

burden. 

longer!” 
A moment more and he reached the rope, 

clung to it desperately, and boys.and teacher’ 
drew the two. io over: the slippery edge, out of 
the horrible seething waters, and took. them. in 
their arms, both silent; both motionless. Mr. 
Sharp spoke Guy’s mame, but he did not answer. 
Would either of them ever answer again { 

Teachers and scholars went to work alike for 
their restoration. It was well there was intelli- 
gent guidance, or their best endeavors might have 
failed. Guy, being the stronger, was _the first, to 

- revive... 

«Is Hetty safe I" was his anxiotis question. 
“ Only God knows,” Mr. Sharp answered. “We 

are doing our best.” 
It was almost half an hour more before pretty 

Hetty opened her blue eyes. Meanwhile, Dick 
had ‘been utterly frantic’ and helpless. He had 
sobbed, and groaned, and cried, and prayed even, 
in a wild, incomprehensible fashion of his awn, 
which perhaps the pitying Father, who forgets no 
sparrow even, understood and answered, When 
he heard his sister's voice, he was like one beside 
himself with joy, until Mr. Sharp qoictéd him by 
a few low firm words, whicli were audible to no 

“one else. 
Some of . the larger girls arranged one of the 

wagous, and, getting into it, received Hetty in 
their arms, 

they reached his mother’s gate, Guy insisted on 
going in alone. He thooght it might alarm 
her to see some one helping ‘him; besides, he 

So 
M:. Sharp drove on, and Guy. went in, , His mo- 
ther saw him coming, and opened the door. 

“ Where have you been#”. she cried, seving: his 
wet, disordered plight. 

Osgood.” 
Then, while she was busying. herself in prepa- 

rations for his. comfort, he quietly told his story. 
His mother’s eyes were dim; and her heart throb- 
bed chokingly. 
“0, if .you had been drowned, my boy, my 

darling I" she. cried, hugging him close, wet ag he 
was, as if she wouald hold him back’ from Keine 
gers forever. “1f I bad been thers, Gay, 1 
couldn't bave let yon do it.” ~ 
“1 went in after the coals of fire, mother.” 
Mrs. Morgan knew. how to laugh over her boy, 

as well as how to ery over-him. * Pve heard of 
people smart enoagh to set the river on fire,” she 
said, “ but you are the first one I éver knew who 
went in there after the coals.” 
The mext morning came a dele 

boys, with Dick Osgood at their hea 
was there who ha’ seen thé blow which: Dick 
struck,"and heard his taunts afterwards. They 
came into the sitting room, and said: theirsay to 
Guy before his mother. Dick was spokesman. 
“T have come,” he said, “to ask ‘you £6 forgive 

me. I struck yeu a mean, upjostifiable blow, 
You received it with noble contempt. To provoke 
you into fighting 1 called you a cowsird, meaning 
to bring you down by sbme means to my own 
level. ot bore that, too, with a greatnussd was 
not great enough to understand. Ido voder- 
stand it now, 1 have seem you—all we boys have 
seen you—I ace to face with Death, and seen that 
you weren't afraid of him. ' You (ought. with him 
and came oft ahead ; and we are all coming to do 
honor to the bravest boy in town, and I to thank 
you fop life a great « deal dearer and better worth 
saving than my own. 
Digk broke down just there, for the tears cho- 

ked him. 
Guy was as grand in bis forgiveness as he bad 

been in his forbearance. 
Hetty and her father and mother came after- 

wards, and Guy found himself made a hero of 
before he knew it.” Bat none of it all moved him 
as did his mother's few fond words, and the pride 
in her joyfal eyés. He had kept, with hiooor and 

efron of the 

reward. The Master's way of peace had not mis 
led bim.— Qur Young Folks, for September, 
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A moment ere 
and she would go over, down on the jagged, cruel’ 

caught her—canght, hier .by the long, glistening, 
Mr. Sharp, shouted to, himg gHe 

saw the rope and swam towards it, his, stréng, 
right arm beating the water back with bammer- 
strokes; his left motionless, holding his white 

| “0O:God |” Mr. Sharp prayed, fervently; *‘ keep 
| him up, spare his:strength a little longer-—a little 

Mr. Sharp drove. Guy Morgan home. When ; 

“In Quassit river, mother, fishing out Hetty" 

Everyone | 

with patience, his. pledge to her, and he had his, 
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