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Be Kind.

Be kind to thy father—for when thou wert young,
Who loved thee so fondly as he {

He caught the first accent that fell from thy
3 tongue,

. And joined in thine innocent glee,

ind to thy father, for now he is old,

His locks intermingled with grey ;

His footsteps are feeble—once fearless and bold—
Thy father is passing away.

Be kind to thy mother—for lo ! on her brow
May traces of sorrow be seen ;

Oh ! well may’st thon cherish and comfort her

now,

For loving and kind hath she been.

Remember thy mother— for thee will she pray,
As long as God giveth her breath:

With accents of kindness then cheer her lone way,
E'en to the dark valley of death.

Be kind to thy brother—his heart will have dearth
If the smile of thy love be withdrawn :
The flowers of feeling will fade at their birth,
If the dew of affection be goune.
Be kind to thy brother, wherever you are,
The love 0‘7 a brother shall be
An ornament purer and richer by far,
Thao pearls from the depth of the sea.

Be kind to thy sister—not many may know
The depths of trae sisterly love !
The wealth of the ocean lie fathoms below
The sarface that sparkles above.
Thy kindness shall bring to thee many sweet
Vo hours, $
And blessings thy pathway to crown ;
Affection shall weave thee a garland of flowers
More precious than wealth or renown.

el ® > ——

Influence of the Pulpit.

Rev. Dr. Caird, of Scotland, has a thoughtful
article in Good Words, in which he discusses the
alleged decline of the influence of the Pulpit, in
a considerate and suggestive way. In the course
of his discussion, which covers nearly the whole
field, he thus speaks of the growing and unrea-
sonable demands which are made upon the mo-
dern clergyman, He pats the the case strongly,
but not unfairly thus :

The demand is contipually heard for greater
freshoess, originality, impressiveness in the pulpit.
No complaint is so common as that sermons are
dull and common-place. The sharpened wits and
stimulated tastes of men in great cities render
them in many cases inore and more exacting and
critical, more and more disposed to look on the
sermon as an intellectual banquet by which their
fastidions gust for highly seasoned fare is to be
periodically gratified. 1f the sermon does not
contain some new and striking view of life, or
some graphic portraiture of character and keen-
sighted analysis of motive, or the elucidation of
some great principle, or some novel and interest-

ing in n of Scriptuie—if it bear votthe
of careful thought, logical arrangcwent,
‘consecution of argnment, conclusiveness of result

—if it do not glow with elevated feeling, and
ry, and strike home to the
_ force of appeal, the anditor
goes away discontented, and reads with entire

- | assent & sneering article in the next Zimes or Sa-

turday Review ou the declive of the pulpit in
modern times. And yet the preacher who is ex-
pected to pass creditably through this ordeal is
at the same tiine the man whose professional effi-
ciency is judged also by another and quite incon-
sistent standard. He must be not only an able
and instructive teacher, but also what is termed a
hard-working clergyman, If he attempt to shut.
himself up, and-to secare the measure of stadious
retirement necessary to meet the weekly retire-
ment for thonghtful teaching, he is regarded as
destitate of a sefise of duty, lacking energy, a
' mere man of words and not of action. If he
would merit the repute of a diligent and consci-

| entions miaister, he must earn it by much physi-
| cal activity, be must. be seen every day in his

sh, going about from door to door, he must
mot'onl] acquainted with its moral and spirit-
ual affairs, but as intimately conversant with its
‘sanitary statistics as the poor-law  inspector of
the parish doctor, He must saperintend its edu-
affairs, look sharp after school-masters.

og personally from often relactans contribu-
. - He must be the life and soul of every move-
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is uw r parish, mmve;', if ln
is a speakor of any repute, not a week passes bat
‘he is called upon to attend at least ove or two

t for the orgavization of flannel committecs,
-soup-kitchens, and penny savings bavks, Also, |
he mus} get up periodically what are called “ soi-
[ rees,” invite tertain the clerical and other

y interestiog and instructive, but also | po

. | countrymen as ig

knows the difficulty of contivuous iutellectual la-
bor, ean be surprised at the occasional failure or
saperficiality of the sermon that has been com-
posed under such conditions, or may not rather,
when ho takes them into account, azed that
on the whole, the ordinary run o iching is so
respectable. A man of genius, or a clergyman
of very eminent ability, may contrive to thus
struggle on, and- yet produce good sermons al-
most every Sunday ; but even bhe will often, to
his own disgust, be compelled to go to the pulpit
with hastily-concocted, superficial talk, and he
will seldom or never rise io the high range of
power of which he is capable. But the scheme
of clerical efficiency should not be planned for
men of genius ; acd for men of inferior, though
fair capacity, there is no resource but either to
yield to the force of circumstances and abandon
all attempts at a high style of preaching, or if
they make the effort, to do it at the inevitable
risk of failing healih, prematare exhanstion, and
the altimate abandonment of a position they are
incompetent to fill. It is no exaggeration to say
that the modern receipt for sermon- tion in
great cities, and among rich aund and well-educa-
ted congregations, is something like this : —Take
a man of talent, pay him shabbily, give him as
much secular work to do as a lawyer or physician
in good practice ; insist on intcrrupling his stu-
dies at all times and for all purposes, and then
grumble when the SBunday comes round that he
does not invariably produce two brilliant sermons,
and join io the universal lament over the deca-
deuces of the pulpit.
—_——— e —————

(From th_e London Baptist Freeman.)
Association Work.

Ouar columos for the last week or two have
borne abundant and emphatic testimony to the
utility of onr county associations. The churches,
which have banded themselves together, are not
content with psalm singing and united prayer,
with sermons and speeches, with letters from
themselves to the Association and the circalar let-
ter from the Asscciation to them, but address
themselves with peculiar earnestness and zeal to
the evangelization of the districts in which they
are located. And in proportion totheir efficiency
in extending the kingdom of the Redeemer is the
interest taken in them by the charches. Baptists
are rapidly becoming “ a body fitly framed toge-
ther, and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth ;" and this year's Association meetings
happily prove that the denomination has one of
the notes of Christ’s church, for “accerding to
the vital working in the measure of each indivi-
dual ?art" it “promoteth the increase of the
lbody,” we trust, “for the building up of itself in
ove.' '

It is almost impossible to judge correctly of
the progress of the denomivation from the returns
which have reached us. As yet the data are in-
sufficient to justify any general remarks; but
from the reports to hand it is evident that Baptists
bave reason “ to thank God and take courage.”
We are not so closely united as the various Metho-
dist fraternities, and we lack the machinery which
our Presbyterian friends find so helpful in their
attempts to break up new ground. Our members
are, for the most pary, poor; and the few rich
men we have io our ranks are heavily taxed.
Nevertheless, we move forward with™ steady step
and cheerful courage : and in time we may hope
to become more powerful than ever we were—as
numerous and ivfluential as are Baptists in the
United States. For instance, the Northern Asso-
ciation with Newcastle as its ecclesiastical capital,
aod apder the guidance of its able and spirited
secretary, the Rev, W. Walters, has, in ten years,
nearly doubled its church members, while the
charches in fellowship have increased from seven-
tecn to twenty-six. With equal success it has
cultivated the Home Mission field, and this year
rejoices in an income as large again as that re-
ceived six years since. We notice that every
Associstion has its fond, from which it supple-
ments the incowes of the pastors of the smaller
and poorer churches, and which supplies the mo-
netary support needed in the effort to plant new
churches.  Yorkshire reports an income for this
purpose of £434 2s. 7d., and Lancashire is not
less liberal in its response to the claims of the
weak upon the strong. Oue of the most impor-
tant features of Association work is this matual
helpfuluess, which promises to weld our churches
into & real and loving ubity, and which has al-
ready issued, alike in Loodou and in the country,
in a considerable increase of the body.

 Association meetings is the reading of a paper by
the Rev. Joho Barker, of Lockwood, on “ The
Denomiuational Work of the (Yorkshire) Associ-
ation within its boundaries, and how it may best
be done.” Mr, Barker brings out the fact that
* among the 69 unions and parts of unions into
which the county is divided, there are, it -pgom
48 where the Baptist denomination is not repre-
sented by a single charch, though the average |
pulation in round numbers is 14,000 each, and
the whole com: a population of over half a
willion. It is further stated that there are * over
1,200 towns aod villages (iz this one county)
where the denomination has neither a local habi-
tation nor a name.” So that the case of the Rav.
C. H. Spargeon is not singular. He never beard
of the Baptists till afier his rejection of infant
baptism.  There are, doubtless, millions of our

orant of our devominational
as of our name. V.

One of the most noteworthy incidents in recent |

scribed at the meeting. Bristol somewhat cartly
declares that the scheme “is not satisfactory,”
and refers the general subject to the association
committee. Al!l thisis full of promise. Good
works are of slow growth ; and the proposals of
the Union are so franght with consequences that
we gladly hail this reluctance to assent to them,
coupled, as it is, with the resolve to consider how
best we can augment the income of the pas-
tors of oar poorer ¢hurches. Better and “higher
work awsits the Associations, and we greatly mis-
take the signs of the times if the Baptists are not
beginning to take a position worthy of a denomi-
nation whose motto is, “ Attempt great things for
God ; expect great things from God.”

- & > ¢ Qe

Autobiography of Jacob Knapp-

In August, 1837, I was called to attend a meet.
ing in Pean Pan, Yates County, N. Y. The Baptist
Chareh in this village was young and small, coun-
sisting of about thirty members. Through assis-
tance !ﬂhed them from abroad, they had-built
a good brick house uwf'worship. Their plea being

irgent, 1 felt a strong inclination to comply, not-

withstanding 1 was under engagements for every
mouth in the year, except the month of August,
which I had reserved for rest. But as I mast go
then, or not at all, I concluded to trustin God
for strength, and to comply with their request.

Our beginning was small, and for a long time
the prospects were-dark. Dariog the first eight
days we did not hear of a single conversion. The
unconverted began to rejoice over the certain
prospects of our failure. ~Nevertheless, the con-
gregution kept on iuncreasing daily, until the

ouse was too strait for us. 0 it became ap-
parent that multitades were under conviction, and
conversions followed by scores. Many of all class-
| es were bronght to bow at the Saviour's feet,
During the meeting, which continued for five
weeks, it was estimated, after careful inquiry, that
about four hundred souls were hopefully convert-
cd to Christ. At the end of the fourth week I
baptised fifty-three persons; and at the close of
the fifth week there were baptized, by the pastor
and myself, sixty-five more. Brother Ira Bennett,
the -pastor, after the meetings had closed, bap-
tized twenty-nine more, makiog in all, an addi-
tion to the church of one hundred and forty-nive.
Besides these, many of those who were converted
joined other Baptist churches in that region,
while a large number united with churches of
other denominations,
Pepn Yan was the seat of infidelity for that
entire region, and, as might be expected, I soon
encountered the oppesition of persons who imbi-
bed such sentiments. My life was frequently
threateoed, and 1 learned, after the danger had
passed, that a drovken Universalist, armed with
a knife and pistol, had sought to waylay me for
three successive nights; but God delivered me
out of his hands, by leading me to go to my lodg-
ings by a different route each night, though, at
the time, I did not recognize any particular rea-
son for doing so.
One man, a hardened and abandened infidel,
left the meeting house one night cursing God and
swearing that he would have nothing to do with
religion, and that he would fetch his wife out, if
‘he had to go through hell after her. Shortly
after he had reached home he was taken iil. His
skin turned as yellow as saffron; his tongne be-
came so swollen that he conld vot speak a word,
nor keep it within his mouth, On the second day
after he was seized, he died. This remarkable
event scemed to strike terror throughout the com-
manity. -~ Nearly every person accepted it as a
judgment from God. Consteroation spread
through the ranks of iofidelity, and many of its
open advocates came to me pale and trembling,
begging for the prayers of Christians, and were
‘converted to God.
Oug incident illustrating the special providence
of God ought to be mentioned. In the spring
previous to onr meeting, an infidel, from the gute
of Ohio, came along in the character of a tempe-
rance lecturer. A%ter tting possession of the
Baptisgt meetiog house l%: the purpose of advoca-
ting the caunse of temperance, he made an ap-
‘pointment to lecture on animal magnetism, and
in the course of bis remarks upon this subject,
be took oceasion to assail the Christian religion,
and to extol the beauties of iufidelity. At the
close of this lecture he made another appoint-
ment ; but on going to the house the pext even-
ing, he found the doors locked against him. The
infidels of the town became furions; and know-
ing that the Baptists were owing three thousand
dollars on their house, and were poor, they vow-
ed that they would buy up the mo e, and
torn the building ioto an infidel hall. This threat
awakened the sympathy and zeal of the Christians
of other denominations, and they stepped forward
at once with such liberal contributions that the
 Baptist charch was enabled to free itself from
debt. In order to do this, however, notwith-
standing this outside help, nearly every male
‘meyber of the Baptist church pledged one-balf
of all he was worth in order to clear the indebt-
edness, The protracted meeting followed, truth
 trinmpbed, bundreds of persons were cooverted,
and infidelity was swept by the board.
Among the incidents illustrating the manner
in which some persons strove against the Holy
 Spirit, I recollect the instance of a ydun‘ lady,

wh ‘the early part of this meeting, re-
sorted to violent measures in ordér to drive away

the ictions that troubled her. She was a |
Wa&lﬁmﬂdb‘gﬁmﬂ

| it will do po harm to

s | the moment
ot | read or sew, lay aside the book
er. | take a walk for an hour, or employ yourself i
o | some active excrcise not requiring the close use

Our Irish Missions and America.

The Association of Baptist Churches in Ireland
resolved at its annual meeting to send the Rev.
‘R. M. Heory, of Belfast, to plead their cause in
America. This is too important a resolution to
pass without notice. Ireland just now occupies
a large share of the world’s attention. What with
Fevianism anod its insane attempts to throw of,
allegiance to the British Crown, aud Mr. Glad-

the state and claims of “ the emerald isle” are
fully before the nations, The United States sym-
pathise with Ireland Her wrongs and troubles,
which have not been fewer in number or less in
weight than the wrongs and troubles of Poland
and Hungary, bave touched the heart of America.
The State Church of Ireland is a marvel to the
Protestants of other nations, and they conse-
quently take a deep interest in the proposal to
effect a complete separation between Church and
State. This is especially the case with our co-
religionists on the other side of the Atlantic. It
is, therefore, only fair to presame that the maony
Baptists of Awerica will lend a helping hand to
the few Baptists of Ireland. Never has Protes-
tant voluntaryism been so put on its trial as it
will be when the Irish Church shall be disestab-
lished. We may expect that Protestantism will
graduall{ cease to be obnoxiouns, and that, in a
land of liberty, the trath which makes free, will
win many a victory over the superstition which
enslaves. The withdrawal of State-paid priests
should be coincident with the sending forth of
Christian preachers. Ireland has a right to look
to Eogland and America for assistgnce n ‘the
coming:conflict. But much will :ilZPend ppon
the deputation sent to the United States. Mr.
Henry will doubtless be the right man in the
right place, as the rhofresentative of Irish Bap-
tists. But, we fear, Mr. Henry is comparativery
anknown among American Baptists. He requires,
there, a compauion whose fame has gone before
him, who will be welcomed for his own sake, and
who can wortbily represent the Baptists of * the
old country.” The g&ev. Hugh Stowell Brown is
such a man. Liverpool and }gew York are neigh-
bouring ports, and their public men are well-
known on both sides of the water. If Mr, Brown
would-accompany Mr. Henry, their mission could
not fail of success. If this be impossible, there
are other prominent ministers who would win the
ear and command the attention of American Bap-
tists. The hearty reception given to the Rev. Dr.
Brock and his companion the Rev. G. H. Marten,
and the equally hearty welcome given to the Rev.
J. P. Chown, would be repeated on a visit from
the Rev. Dr. Landels, or the Rev. C. Vince, or the
Rev. A. McLaren, or the Rev. Arthar Morsell.
The Rev. C. H. Spurgeon would, of course, be
hailed with an enthusiasm similar to that which
greeted the last illastrious visitor from our shores
to the western world. It is, we submit, import-
Aot that a well-known and thoroughly able man
be selected for this mission. And, considering
the character of the crisis in Ireland, the proba-
bility of securing from the United States sympa-
thy with and support for a large extension of our
work in Ireland, and the bearing of the proposed
deputation upon the fature of the sister isle, we
think there is scarcely a church that would say
to its pastor, “ Decline the invitation to go,” and
not a man amougst us who would not do a great-
er work in accepting and discharging the trust
than be could by three months’ ministrations at
home. We are not in the counsels of the Com-
mittee of “the British and Irish Missions.”—
Were we asked Tor our opinion, we should say,
the boldest course is wisest ; a second-rate depu-
tation will not do the work ; get one of our chiefs
to go on this mission, and you will have a rchrt
to present to your pext annual meeting which
will exceed the wishes of the most sanguine of
your friends.
—-——n——‘.’-"——'——
\ ~ Conceit.

Hardly anythicg is more contemptible than the
conceit which rests merely upon social position,
the conceit of those who i ine that thus they
are divorced from the eclay of common men, of
those who shrink with horror from the idea of
work, as something which degrades by its very
contact, and yet who, very likely, owe their pre-
sent position to some not remote ancestor, who,
recognizing his call to work, lived more houestly
in the world than they do, and was not ashamed
of soiled thumbs, [t is ove of the meanest
t.hin¥ for peoplqto be ashamed of the work from
which they drawNgheir income, and which glori-
fied their ancestors \ i eir soiled aprons

: ’ ith their fine
ribboos and flashing jqwelry. Itifnight be a fine
thing to be like the- ._- 414 briously clothed
than Solomon, ‘and doing wathing, if we wore
only lilies. Adunufeons ition is only a more
emphatic call to work ; and while thege who hold
the advantage may not be compelled to mannal
drudgery, they should recognize the fact that ma-
nual drudgery may be performed in the same
spirit as that which characterizes their own work,
and therefore, that it is equally honorable.— Rev.
Dr, Chapin.

. ‘How to Save your Eyes.

By sitting in soch a position as will allow the
light to fall cbliquely over the shoulder while
_ ::d‘ing or lb!;ilg. yano‘:l lmi:g the ey‘r for

ao artificial light, especially
llgl;t.lmgy avoi!ing the lpeci;l‘nu of eyes in ?l::
morbing before breakfast. By resting them for
half a minate or so, while reading or sewing, or
looking at things at a distance, or vp to the sky ;
relief is immediately felt by so doirg. Never
pick any collected matter from the cyela or
 corners of tha eyes with the fidger vails'§ rather

’ W it and rub it away carefully with the ball
: e

finger, Keep the feet warm and never
 eool the head suddenly, under penalty of inflam-
mation of the eves. It is better to bathe the
eyes on the outside at vight than morning; but
them both night and
-morning. The moment the eyes feel tired,
ou are conscious of an effort

or ncedle; an

pn.si_

of the eyes.
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One Motive to Piety.

How can we, who have sainted friends, con-
tinue to live in an unregenerate and sinful state
We have heard of one who declared that nothing
troubled bim more, in his sinful state, than the
thought of his mother in heaven! He feared
that she knew of it ; and he also dreaded an eter-
nal separation from her! Do we believe that our
separation from our friends will be an eternal ove,
unless we repent and become pious? Can we be
content one moment longer in sin, when we firm-
ly believe that, should we die in our present con-
dition, the look which we cast upon the face of
our dear friend before the coffin lid was closed,
was the last Jook forever i—that those eyes, that
countenance, shall beam on us no more {—that
where he is we can never come! Who can en-
dure this searching thought, and continue to sin
on eagth, while his bosom friend is singing in
héhven? Alas! that such infatnation should be
found on earth ! yet there arc many who have
parents, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives and
children in heaven whom they will never see!
But is not this, in spite of this touching motive
to piety, is it not strange madness

“ Who would pot strive to win a heaven,
* Where all we love shall live again?”

God graciously designs that the death of our
friends, and our desire to meet them ain,
should lead us to piety. * No one dieth to him-
self.” Their death, as well as their life, is in this
way to be of real service to us,

There are none on earth so near to us as our
childien. Yet -there are no bereavements that
occur more frequently than these. Half the hu-
man race die in iufancy—all graveyards have
more small graves than large ones. There are
few parents, therefore, that have not wept at lit-
tle graves—few that have not icfants in bheaven !
How tenderly they plead, that since they cannot
return, we should prepare to come to them. Read-
er, have you a little white-robed warbler in the
celestial choir? Are you content to see his face
no more forever? If yon die in your present
state, where your child is you can never come!

““ Those holy gates forever bar,

Pollution, sin, and shame ;
And none will ever enter there
But followers of the Lamb.”

The stroke of death which has separated yon, has
separated you forever, except you become a chris-
tian.

Decide at once for Christ and heaven, and for
an eternal reunion with your sainted child. What
you do, do quickly. Eternity is drawing nigh.
— Harbaugh.

Carrying on Business for Christ.

Many years ago, happening to be in South
Wales, I made the acquaintance of a Welsh gen-
tleman. He-was then a landed proprietor, living
in his own mansioe, and in very comfortable cir-
camstances. He had been before carrying on an
extensive business in a large town. By the death
of a relative he had unexpectedly come into pos-
session of this property. Atter considering whe-
ther he should retire from business, be made np
his mind he shounld still continue to carry it on,
though no longer for himself, but for Christ. 1
could not help being struck with the gleesome-
ness of a holy mind which lighted up his counte-
nance when he said: “ I never knew before what
rcal bappivess was. Formerly I wrought as a
master to earn a livelihood for myself, but now I
am carrying on the same work as diligently as if
for myself, and even more so, but it is now for
Christ, and every half-penny of profits is handed
over to the treasury of the Lord, and I feel that
the smile of my Saviour rests npon me.” I think
that is an example worthy of being imitated.—
Dr. Duf.

—-5 & & —
‘Calvinism.
The Tablet, a New York Romaun Catholic pa-
per has the following remarks ou Calvinism :

It cannot be denicd that Calvin was the great
man of the Protestant rebellion. Bat for bhim
Luther's movement woald probably have died out
with himself and his associates. Calvin organized
it,gave it form and cousistency, and his spirit has
sustaived it to this day. 1f Luther preceded him,
it is still by his name rather than Luther’s that
the rebellion should be called, and the only form
of Protestantism that still shows any signs of life
and vigor is unquestionably Calvinism. It is
Calvinism that sustaios Methodism, that gives
what litt}e 1if¢ it bas to Lutheranism, and that

revents a v'bqb neral return of Anglicans to the
m of the chu It is bardly too much to
say that no greater heresiarch than John Calvin
has ever\ar?eued, or a more daring, subtle, adroit
or successful enemy of the church of God, Cal-
vinists, too, are the hardest of all the enemies of
the truth to overcome- and bring back to the
trath ; for, like their masters, they believe only in
might and disregard all justice and mercy. :

The following is by a writer in the Texas Chris-
tian Advocate :

As soon as darkness fully set in, all the troo
except a strong picket on the side of the field
nearest the enemy, were withdrawn, I never had
any desire to see a battle field after the fight was
closed, but it was to be my misfortune on this
night to look upon one in all its borrors. The en-
emy had sent in a fiag of truce to attend to their
‘dead and ‘wounded. Gen. H— ordered me to g
and inspect the picket, and see if all -:ul'xg
Witheut a companion, I started on that
ride. + The moon was wading through masses of
flying clouds, the winds of a cold December nigh
were swaying the nude limbs of the forest t&:ﬂd
fro, and at times whirling masses of dry leaves in
eddies around the hills and down into the valley
as though unseen demons were holding high ¢
nival over the scene of man's hate,
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