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Bereavement and Consolation. 
It is not in the parting hour, when those we fond- 

ly love 
Mave bathed to us their last farewell, and wing- 

ed their way above ; 
Nor yet, when in the darksome grave we lay them 

’ to their rest, \ 
The sharpest pang of sorrow rends the stricken 

mourner's breast, © 

"Tis when we seek onr lonely home, and meet no 
more the smile ? 

Which could the darkest cloud dispel, and every 
care beguile ; 
when we meet aroun 

"hour of prayer, 
"is then the heart most feels its loss—the loved 

“ones are not there. ! 

And d the board, or at the 

And thus, while days and months steal on, as 
"memory brings to view ge 

The vision of departed joys, our grief is stirred 
: Anew ; 
Though faith may own a Father's haod, yet na- 

© tare will rebel, 
Acd feel how hard it is to say, “ He hath done 

all things" well.” { 

O mournful memories of the past! ye wear our 
lives away ; 

Ye haunt us in our dreams by night, and throngh 
i fforts to extend each weary day ; 
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fail of heaven. 

Not willingly the Lord afflicts, nor grieves the 
sous of men ; ar - 

"Tis*bat-to wean our souls from earth, and brea 

”, 

. | avd waterials of almost every kind. 

bulwark of British freedom, illegible through age; 
many of the great seals of the English kings, a 
Peshito version of Genesis and Exodus, the Co- 
dex Alexandrinus, and two other ancient mauu- 

tations of Bible events: the miraculous draught its 3. a Psalter, the uo bouk printed with a 
of fishes ; Paul and Barnabas refusing the wor- | date, by Faust and Sch fer, Mentz, 1457, many 

ship of the Lystrians ; the death of Annanias, &e. other of the books first p fish sotographs of ce- 

—all very life-like and expressive to one who is |} :d men, &e., &e. he ibrary itself is so 
not a connoisseur. Many domestic scenes are sive that one beb mes confused by the 
depicted so faithfully that they cannot fail to | amount of wisdom and knowledge treasured np, 
arouse pleasant memories in some and appeal to | and is constrainedi®o acknowledge his own igno- 
the better feelings of all. The event whichis | rané¢ and incited" to renewed diligence that he 
represented in onc was related in the Visitor— | may become better wn snr with the rich le- 
that of the eatastrophe in Regeut's Park last | gacyiof thought and information left by o 
year, when so many were drowned by the break- 

ur an. 
cestors. E. 6. 

ing ice. It is a fearfal scene, and no doubt very | Lomdon,Jan.2, 1868. 
true ; the man who so coolly smoked his cigar 4 eS 
until rescued, is to be scen lying quietly upon a . Good Habits for God's People. 

piece of ice, { 
To one who has a taste for paintings, this gal- 

lery would furcish a continued sonrce of enjoy- 
meat, and to “the artist it is no doubt a kind of 

Paradise, . 
On Boxing day the Palace was profusely deco- 

rated with flags, evergreens, wreaths, mottoes, &e., 
and among the other objects of attraction was 
one for children--an enormoas Christmas Tree, 
about forty feet high, and hung around with all 
kinds of toys. It appeared to be growing from 
a mass of moss covered rocks, perched around 
upon which were partridges, pheasants, squirrels, 
and ‘other animals and birds; while at the base 
there were swan and geese, and other domestie 
fowls. Exposed for sale on stands were objects 

breast of one of his officers ; others stand around 
him, while at a httle distance sailors are dragging 
away their dead comrades, from whose wounds 
the blood is'oozing. * There dre several represen- 
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8 a most beautiful, but eotirely unattaina- 
ble state ; somewhat as a child might up at 
a luséious pear on a trée without being tall 
engngh to reach it, or strong enough to climb 

L Bet holivess'is not monkish asceticism-—nor 
is it asour sanctimonionsness as some imagine ; 
neithet is it the unattainable state of the glorified 
before the throne. of God. It isesimply the habit 
of agreeing with God in all things. It is the ha- 
bit of soul that hates what God bates, and loves 
whatsgever God loves, even though this may cost 
no little denial of ease, and appetite, and selfish During the day, also, there were feats of 

strength, skill and agility, by a troupe of Arabs; 
7 ; lasts. Iloliness d aent habit 

and other amusements, ending by a grand panto- | living by the Sede followiag the bless 

mime in the evening. ol Teits 2 but seis : 
rT 8 with repentance 

and faith in the ere : . “Itis continued 
and confirmed by prayer and practice. That this 
most admirable habit ofheart and life are not un- 
attainable is clear from the fact that God com- 
mands us in His word, * Be ye holy,” Our mer- 
ciful Father nevertells us ta do what is i ible. 
He knows that it is entitely possible for ‘His 
children to be holy. He tells us in the Bible 
how pr ero 80. And té strengthen and en- 
courage our, faith be has left ns the animating 
history of more than one wan and woman whom 
His word describes as * holy.” “ Ah! but,” 
you say, those on ada] men, who were 
raised gp in d wonderful manner to do, wonderful 
things ; aod they had wonderful gifts.” But after 
all, my friend, there was no more wonder about 
them thau there is'abéut ‘any converted sinner.— 

THE BRITISH MUSEUM. 

Among the places of especial interest with 
which London abounds, this, to the antiquary, the 
geologist, the naturalist, or the general student, 
must hold a high position. : 
The building is very large, and is kept warm 

by furnaces; every provision being made for the 
comfort and convenience of visitors. 

For the antiquarian department there are col- 
Icetions of Celtic implements and weapons, illus- 
trative of their gradual progress in skill and know- 
ledge. First are those of stone, rade ard uocouth ; 
next thosé of bronze of the rudest manufacture, 
gradcally improving until succeeded by those of 
irof. Strong men and fierce withal must the an- 
cestors of the Welshwen have been, to have used 
such tools and to have killed each other so readi- 

prayer-meeting to-night, I should set them down 
as sick enough to need a pastoral visit. Brother 
P. comes homes weary enough every evening 
from his shop, bat a heart-bell rings within him, 
and calls him to the place of prayer and song.— 
His soul needs its supper as well as his body. So 
he fires up the engine once more, and with a wide- 
awake heart, in a weary frame he sallies off to 
the gathering of God's people. 1s heart is with 
Jesus and the band of His“disciples, and his foot- 
steps “bllow suit.” Was there ever a night too 
dark or too tempestuous for a true lover to ven- 
ture out to find her “in whom his soul delight- 
eth” Blessed is that believer who forms, on 
earth, those habits -of- devotion, which shal} fit 
him for; the * pew song,” and the worship of the 
heavenly hosts !|—Zion's Herald. 

—_— ——-- - ~ 

of the carious phenomena of human 

events which are literally realized. There is an 
unexplored realm whose laws no philosopier has 
yet been able to trace. The New Orleans Advo- 
cale gives a striking illustration : 

There was an excellent sister Mary, known as 
the preacber’s fricnd, who lived at a remote part 
of the circuit, and like Avna of old, continued jn 
supplications night and day. One day the snow 
had fallen to a great depth, and as the eveuing 
came, it “increased with wind, heaping up the 
snow into fearful monntains, obstructing the high- 
ways, and rendering them almost if not entirely 
impassable. This holy woman had been engaged 
in prayer negrly all dey, and when night came 
on with its infuriated storm, she piled the logs 
on the large fireplace, and kept a kettle of water 
boiling, and ever and anon would go to the door 
and listen amid the howlings of the storm, then 
return snd kneel in prayer. Being asked why 
she did this, she said she had an impression that 
Bro. E , the minister, was out in this storm, 
and that God would direct him to their bouse 
before morning, and that she had resolved to sit 
up all vight and keep the fire burnisig, and a hot 
cup of tea ready for him. She said also that she 
would keep the candle burning, which light might 
aid him to find the house. It was nearly mid- 
night, while repeating her listening at the door, 
that she heard a faint cry for help at a distance. 
She instantly aroused the family and sent the 
men oat ; and ere long the weary and worn itine- 
fant in the pérson of your father was brought in- 

—— gay : ' : to their comfortable home. He had started in 

above'is the . coh Pik Premium swarded | [{o saw us wandering. from < his paths, and” sent | ° pussing from the remains of the original inh sinners ; and the fool they fed on every day were Tire, Jove x Fomch his SEpointmat 
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‘| Mr. Eprror— ' 'Lexpow, January 2, 1868. 

~ During Christmas week, bat more especiall 
pos Christmas in and the day following, the 

inbabitauts of London give themselses up 0 co- 
Joyment Business men throw off their cares, the 
contracted brows of men upon whose shoulders is 
the burden of government are relaxed; and the 
oor, while spending thie carefully hoarded shil- 

: which they have for a long time been gath- 
“ering, strive to drive the grim spectre of want 
from their view, and make the best of the prese 
ood cheer ; even the little boot-blacks, the street 

and. th 
cheerfully, as thong h not to be cheated rmine 

~ | outiof their propurtionate share of the general 

< own ; but it is yet an immense 
| structare, and. with the beautiful grounds which 
oh ind; ity affords a day's delightful recreation 
[to the Lo + tived of fog, mud and bustle, 

rv dg ! and tl, ith ork 

ant. 

d. the beggar oPlY, hair work more | 

of the world, | 

his a general appearance which corresponds to" 
les, oe ere aphspatias of his satanic 

interesting, consisting of sepulchral vases and 
figures of the god Osiris, coffins covered with hie- 
roglyphics, rings and other ornaments, pictorial 
representations of battles from a temple in Nubia, 
mummies of sacred animals and men, and nume- 
rous other objects. In the geological department 
there are to be seen types of the life which exist- 
ed during the immense periods which this science 
recognizes. There are casts and petrified remains 
of crustacean molleesks and radiates of every va- 
riety. Especially to be noticed are the Orthoe. 
‘rus, scapites, clinoceras, and ammonites, illns- 
trations of the changes which the genus to which 
they belong have undergone ia the differents pe- 

‘Among the most remarkable of the rem Rife of 
the repulian age are itchthyosaurs, 20 aod 24° 
foct long, animals which, partook of the, nature of 
both fish and lizards, and poted for its enormous 
eyes, protected by bony plates ; and ! forrien tin] 
18 to 20 feet in length, creatures with very long 
‘necks, which enabled ‘them, as was Lx og 10 

aa 

alike on the manna of those sweet syllables. They 
all needed no more than that promise, applied by 
God's Spirit: You liave all they had.  m have 
the same Jesus, thie same Bible, the sam¢ promise 
of the Spirit. Those thon formed the habit (by 
God's help) of holy thinking, and living and act- 
ing. So can you.. The want of personal holiness 
is our sin. ; the possession. of holiness is God's 
ad Be it & given to those who ask aright for 
1k gin this new year by praying for it, and 
striving after it; ma oh vous fised habit to imi- 
tate and follow Jesus, and yon never will again 
Ly holiness as a golden frait on the tree of 
rd ht high up for the reach of your hamble 
and. Nl 4 8 
11. A séeond good habit weé' eommend to you 

is the habit of fruitfulness. ‘Christ * went about 
doing good.” Itowas pur Master's beautiful habit. 
The Bible describes the useful, healthy Christian 
as an “ olive tree,” for the wost striking feature 
of the olive was its fixed and fertile babit of yield- 
ing fruit. ‘The tough, generous, old tree bore 

os | enjoyment. Christmas day seems devoted to feast- | fish in shallow water. Coming tothe ter geo- olive berries with all its Season sea- 
the nd attending worship, as with us, ' The day | jogical periods, there rp - dev hate gi- | son, — whether pon Ls _river-bottows pies 

| fe i kore wil Bode herr dun Bien gnnteus), © feet in length ; an armadillo (from an rocky-cliffs, “the amo bou tiful crop came, al- 
m | reason hot very well anderstood, bat sid by some | estuary deposit. in Buenos Ayres) 4 feet high and | ways prompts the alusnac, and always on time. 
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sentais. devoted 10..amnsaments. of. different | 30 fe in length, with claws sud teeth which ju- | iu serving his Mustor-whéis- rp aire kinds, each individual seeking that which is most | (icatc that it lived upon roots and vegetable food ; | in alms-deeds, and kind words, 0d Bible-givings, 
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78. gE sad dit hire of bombaogs are well pa- | Mincone, Tidins “and a mastodan, 22 or 24 féet | and in. drunkards’. houses, .aud in pauper hovels 
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: {EE ATRY vil rR ch harvest bo uiitbiod) bia eyoilsailai) nablog advas if th kest spots that sin exer cursed—who loves 
money wh ey. dy ovo of d r | © Leaving this department with the mind vividly | to = good, wy cannot help doing good, and 
: ie greatest centre of attrac n ' | impressed with the magoitade of the: apimals | would chafe and worry if he were not permitted 

3 add BR 0 chun ened Ba reich 1 whieh once floandered in - the séa- and roamed | to do goods & Ji find t frie 
| ORYSEAL PALACE. | through the un peopled solitudes of primeval for- | ting photograpli i the ‘Words, Their beauty 

‘the great exhibition was | ests, we come to the mineralogical department. | 18 4s the ive tree. - A frditful Ch { ‘has the 
paoy, aud removed from | Suffice it to say of this, that after secing minerals habit of loving Ged, wd of loving all his fellow- 
m. Since then, ¢ wing | of every kind, crystallized in sach numerous and | men. It is his way. We can’ count on Him for 
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‘We come next to the animal kingdem Here | 
‘are found representatives of the classes; orders, | 
genera, and species of animated pature, arranged 
wothodioally accordivg to their grade, and geeu- 

| pying a long suite of re Aw : 
vimaly ju a gorilla 
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when the 
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gathering fo. 

the! 

and making a desperate effort, the horse and ri- 
der again plonged forward. 

. Envious Ambition. 

The forest of Lebanon once held a consultation 
to choose a king, upon the death of the king, the 
Yew-trce. “They agreed to offer the crown to the 
Cedar ; and if the cedar should refuse, to invite 
the Vive and Olive to office. They all refused 
the honors for the following reasons: The Cedar 
refused, “because,” said he, “I am sufficiently 
high as T am.” “1 would rather,” aid the Vine, 
* yield wine to cheer others, than receive for my- 
self” And in the same manner, the Olive pre- 
ferred giving its oil to honor others rather thao 
receive any honors {o itself. 
~All these baviog refused the honors offered 
them, they next agreed te call the Thorn to the 
rea, and if he should decline, to choose 
the Bramble. The White Thorn, in its beautiful 
dress, received the honor, speakisg thus to itself: 
“1 bave nothing to lose but the white coat, and 
some red berries; and I have prickles evough to 
hurt the whole fofest.” But the Bramble instiga- 
ted a rebellion against the White Thorn, and 
indled the fire of pride in the forest, so that all 

trees were set on a flame, 
Two or three vain and proud men in a peace- 

fal congregation, have, by contending for the 
preference, disturbed the peace and obstructed the 
prosperity of many a church, while there is no 
more virtce in them than there is of value in the 
white ‘thorn or ‘prickly bramble.— Sermons of 
Christmas Evans. \, 
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Dancing. 

Rev. Dr. Patton, in the Advance, gives an ex- 

tended examination of the Bible testimony con- 
cerning dancing, and says truly that—* The pen 
of inspiration bas recorded it that the dance, when 
practiced as an amusement, alichatés the heart 
from God, and makes spiritual religion unwelcome. 
It is a fact that dancing-partics are not a means of 
grace, either to the unconverted or to professors; 
that the dancing members are not the most spiri- 
tually-minded, and the most steady and active at 

the spiritual welfare of their fellow-men ; are not 
the Joy and comfort of their pastors, and are not 
regarded by the world as the best specimens of 
consistent piety.” 
~ As a result of the examination of every text in 
the Old and New Testaments in which the word 
oceurs, he is led to the following conclusions : 

1, That dancing was a religious act among 
got as well as the worshippers of ‘the trae 

2, That it was practiced as the demonstration 
of joy for victories and other mercies, 

3. That the dances were in the day-time. 
4. That the women danced by themselves ; that 

‘dancing was mostly ‘done by them. 
5. No instance is recorded in which 

by the two sexes took . 
» when the dange was perverted from a 

8 service to a mere amusement, it was re- 

ns disreputable, and was performed by the 

promiscu- | 

y 6. T 

the prayer-meetings and self-denying laborers for’ 

(From the N.Y. Methodist.) 

The Abyssinian War. 

The English government, after exhansting for 
several years all means of diplomacy for obtaining 
the liberation of a number of Englishmen who, 
without any reason, are kept prisoners by the 
Emperor of Abyssinia, has declared war against 
that prince, and despatched a large foree from its 
possessions in East India to Abyssinia, to compel 
the release of the prisoners. In this war, ‘the 
sympathy of nearly the entire civilized world is 
with England. The United States, France, Ger, 
many, Russia, or any other great power, would 
undoubtedly have resorted to the same measures 
for the liberation of its own citizens. The Fe- 
niaos are talking, half seriously, half jocalarly, of 
oMaining commissions for privateers from his 
Abyssifitan majesty : but even the Fenians, were 
they ever to catibMlihr Fenian republic, would 
not be slow td met; in a simil caetly 

1 

nothing but the Tawlessness of 
spect the laws of civilizatign, 5 

There are several features in the Abyssinian 
war which give to it a special interest. In pre-’ 
paring for the war, Eogland has given an illastra- 
tion of the progress and power of modern science. 
It was known that the real resistance to the expe- 
dition would not come from the Abyssivian army, 
but from the nature and. the climate ot the coun: 
try. = ‘Without the most carcful precautions 
against the dangers arising from the latter cause, 
an army of 200,000 men would probably have 
been less able to achieve any result than an afmy 
of 20,000 elsewhere. The interesting “ Blue 
Book™ of Abyssinia, which the English Govern- 
ment has published, is a most creditable proof of 
the intelligence and energy which have been em- 
ployee in fully ascertaining all the dangers that 
1ad to be expected, and in making thé necessary 
preparations to overcome those dangers. So. fat 
as we know at present, the efforts of the English 
Goveroment have met with success. The right 
route leading isto the interior, sees to have 
been discovered. The sanitary precautions have 
proved entirely effective as regards the men, and 
the mortality which at first prevailed among the 
horses appears to have been successfully checked, 
Moreover, the- English Government has acted 
wisely in employing the services of most of the 
prominent Abyssinian trivellers, who accompany’ 
the Expedition, and facilitate the communieation 
of the English commander with thé native chiofes 
Not ouly will new results be thus obtained for 
science, but their knowledge of the country can, 
pot” fail to secure the English great advantages, 
and to leave a lasting impression of the superi- 
ority of modern civilization over Abyssinian cus- 
toms upon the native minds. ; ; 

Also, from a religious point of view, the Abys- 
sinian. war may have important ‘consequences. 
The celebrated missionary, Dr. Krapf,' who for 
imany years has labored in Abyssinia, has aceept- 
ed an anvitation to accompany the expedition, on 
condition that he shall have full liberty to distri- 
bute the Scriptures aud religions books in the na. 
tive language, and the liberty has readily been 
wo ry There will be a five opportunity, too, 
or the Iligh Chureh party, which talks so much 
of intercommunion with the Eastern churches, to 
bring their principles before the chiefs of the 
Abyssinian Church. This Church, one of the old" 
est of the Christian world, has, for abott fifteen 
hundred years, lived in an alinost complete isola: 
tion, and has sunk iuto forms of belief and prac- 
tice which have but a ‘feelle claim, if any to the 
name of Christianity, To raise this church from 
its deplorable condition would be a task well 
worthy of the sympathetic efforts of every Chris 
tian church. Should the High Charch Anglicans, 
by being able to make greater advances to the 
Abyssinians than Protestant denominations eon- 
scientiously can, succeed in gaining the ebnfi- 
dence of any large portion of them, and in bring’ 
ing them into a living contact with the Anglican 
Chureh, the Protestant Churches geucrally would 
think more of the bevefits that Abyssiniaés would 
derive from such a contact than of the anti-Pro, 

testant influence which would for the presgnt be 
exercised, We are not advised what steps have 
thus far been taken by the High Chureh party, 
At oil events, if we have to deplore the fact of 

another war, we may expect from the Abyssinian 
expedition results more cheerful ‘than usually st: 
tend wars, " 

i 

Competent axp Werenry Tesrmmoxy.~<The 
late Prof. Moses Stuart, a learved biblieX¥ scholar 
and critic, gave this testimoney to’ the general 
correctness of our. version of the Scriptures: 

“p0mt of some cight hundred thousand various 
readings of the Bible that bave been collated, 
about seven hundred and ninety-five thousand a 
of just about as mach importance to the sense of 
‘the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures, as the ogg 
‘in English orthography is, whether the % 
word honour shall be spelt with a w or without‘it. 
Of the reiainder some changed the sense of ‘part 
ticular passages or expressions, or omit partieuldt 
words or phrases, but no ove doctrine of religion 
is changed, not one precept is taken away, uot ong 
important fact is altered by the whele of the 
various readings collectively taken.” 

Ce — ee —— 

Growrs oF Barrisrs.—A brother was inform- 
ed the other doy by some one that the Baptists 
in this country had decreased in numbers during 
the last twenty-five years. The following Sai 
as far as they go, are said to be reliable : The in- 
crease of the Baptist denomination in this country 
the last twenty-five years has been sixty-ning pe 

' cent. in churches, seventy-seven per ent. in min! 
| isteérs, and ninety-eight per cent. in ‘vambers.~ 
And better yet, our contributions have increased 
in a much larger ratio—in twenty-five years the 
contributions for home and foreign missions have 
increased three hundred and eighty-foar per cept, 
By the latest statistics which have been re: 

ed, found in the Baptist Almanac for 1868,” the 
namber reported as received by baptism in a 
gle year is ninety-two thousand pine d 
fifiy-seven. Whole-aamber of ch y 
thousand vine hundred and fifty-five 
Lers, one million vinety-four thousand 
red and six, The increase for 
is about two thousand churehg 
thousand members, ¢ 

back as 1860, and of 
nombers, ~ © 


