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Upward. has not dealt with them hardly in pot putting | rest to that man of God whom we all love, Mr. Sitting down with Jesus. 

5 SC SNR. BS ers into the front of the battle as Ile has the James a hens). Jou have So much ; BY THE REV. THAODORS L. CUYLER. 

. others. ut then ave the whole country before you. . 
Upward, where the stars are burning, SPIRITUAL POWER IN THE CHURCHES. There ought to be a distinct invasion by us. "We L Those who would feed their souls, must of- 

Silent, silent in their turning Perhaps | may be permitted to say, by way of | must not be satisfied with building old chapels | tev sit down with Jesus. In the upper chamber 

+ Round the never changing pole: introducing topics which other speakers may take | over again.. However, that has been got through, at Jerusalem, the disciples sat with their Master at 

Upward, where the sky om brightest, ap, that now, above all other times, we ir ust tarn I hope, ps pow is time for an advance. There | the board us he blessed the bread, and brake it, 

Upward, where the blue is "oH out earnest attention to the increase of oar own | ought not #0 be a single town, or village, or even | A0d gave unto them. Not for bodily nourishment, 
Lift I now my longing soul. spiritual power, and to the utilization of it in all hamlet, that shall be unoccupied by these two but for Fhe feeding = the iy and | siepig o 

Far above thet azch of glade our churches, We ought just now to be political. | denominations. We myst resofve, as Christian spi i “H comfort, did Jesus give the 

Ses Mr A) 1 re. de or This is a time when that battle must be fought out. | ministers, te be willing to part with our members. bread unto them. Herein lies one precious signi- 

F too bo those o wees: ol gre But we must not let that detract for one single | The true way for a church to increase is to be. ficance of the sacramental supper : it is the 

Far rid ag {lrg wr toll moment from our earnest attention to our spirii- | willing to diminish. We know that in the body eric ofa yim cn ora tir. 

Ti 'that et Cbs hile, 7 nal condition ; for all the real power we have in | the centre must be kept strong. Just so; but if 5 par yd ° be fn *b roken body,” whic 

5 I 1 pr Sy dbus Ad hive the political will emanate from the spiritual, - It | the heart stores up its blood, and gives none oat, | ecomes to him the very bread of life. . 
1 48 OBIS FUL INY. ARen, are is, after all, the power of the holy living of Non- | the whole body will expire. Bat the heart ke- cll oi a sepa ahi 

2 conformists, the power of their spiritual earnest- | comes strong as much by its pumping out as by ! i he - 

we th ttt pi 5 ness, the ideo, witk which they have so jong its puropiog in. So with your churches. God ind i gd ug gr the world's eoPLy table 
‘And the discord never comes; 3 borne with a dominant, sneering Church, which | always regards generosity of spirit in Christian bali ith gr “R hi n ee Jsark com- 

Where life's stream is ever Iavin in its best moods patronises us in such a style | ministers with regard to their charches. If they S  BAVpEsior. ont you re- 

Asbols pales is wit waving — . that onr manhood revolts against it, and would | can part the valuable deacon, or the excel | member the scene at the miraculous feeding of 

That x over be my J trample it under foot. It is this, after all, which | lent Sabbath sehool superintendent, and that bevy the ehh - ig cliff above Lake Ge- 

Tr DAES has produced that political progress in which we | of excellent ladies who contributed so much, God pro disc ie was the yA ering Lr 

Where the Lamb on high is seated, now rejoice so greatly. We must take care, then, | bas secret method: of re; o. Jt is true that rico ogLrop Torry ! ¢ astor it ) medi 

By ten thousand ue Poe to wor Ly — abel ie all our oc R heia — 4 Be cous of His Holy Borie os y ¥’ “Shall we go into ie ihges sod Se P 
Lord of lords and King of kings: must try ourselves, personally, as ministers, to be | sur 3 secre of h . oH , Inte by 

Son ww cn they crown, ey a him ; more dosgly spiritosl, more Brion in the inner | to come t again. We must increase, In ini dy. ntsc ey no com- 

Son of God, they own, they own bim ; life, living nearer to God, and preaching the Word | God's name we shall increase. We have got the is - MAE hd eed own. hey do so, 

With his name the palace rings. with greater power, according to our mode. And | truth of . We have got the right polity. | I! ‘Og fines, upon tbe verdant grass. ; 

2:33 we must sce that our people do the same ; for if | Our syste ‘of Congregational churches 1s the the five loaves aad two fishes out of the rustic 

Blessing, honor, withont: measure, they flag, then surely what was supposed to be | most work 6 of all systems, It is the most lad’s basket, and begins to distribute. The meagre 

Heavenly riches, earthly treasure, the very hour of victory and of trivmph will | adapted for mission purposes, and we must prove | Provision grows aod grows, until not only are all 
Lay we at his blessed feet ! turn out to be the time of our sorriest defeat. it to be so.! It will be of no use to laud ourselves the thousands abundantly fed, bot there is a sur- 

Poor the praise that now we render, PRAYER-MEETINGS, generally al the way round upon our being Cou- plus of broken food to fill a dozen baskets. 
Loud shall be our voices yonder, We rhust keep up our people's prayerfulness | gregationali s; but we must prove the wisdom There is something akin to this in our spiritual 

. When before, bis throne we meet | above all other things. The prayer-meeting is an { of the entiké system by working it thoroughly | S¥PerI®hecs: Woden worry, like the disciples, 
->-- institution which is not regarded by all ministers | out, and satarating this kingdom with the Gospel about the best Means of feeding our own souls, 

Mr. Spurgeon at the Congregational Union | as being so eminevt as it should be, for it is the | of our Lo d Jesus Christ. (Cheers) None of us | °F of bringing the Gospel bread to needy sonls 

Breakfast. engine-house, outside the cotton mill, where the | ought to "be d iscouraged, 1 think, though we are around us. We’ iovent new methods; wo try 

Following the graceful custom of several form- 
er Presidents of the Union, the Rev. Dr. Raleigh 
invited a numerous company of ministers and 
delegates to breakfast in Myddleton Hall, [sling- 
ton, on Saturday morning. Between two and 
_ hundred sat down to a sumptuous breakfast. 
The Rev. J. Kelly, of Liverpool, and Rev. New- 
man Hall having spoken, the Chairman next called 
upon Mr, Spurgeon, who was reccived with deaf- 
euing cheers, whieh were again and again renew- 
ed. He said : I am exceedingly grateful to Dr. 
Raleigh for the opportunity of being present, and 
to the mecting for this very kind reception, 

CHRISTIAN UNITY, 
I trust we have gone cousiderably beyond the 

period in which it was necessary to talk about 
charity, brotherly kindness, and unien amongst 
the different denowinations, and that we have got 
into the in which we can do brotherly ac- 
tions without thinking that we have done any- 
thing at all extrsordivary. I really thought it 
was as a thing as conld be dove in America 
when our friend Dr. Raleigh shat up his own 
church ove Sunday ing, and came, with all 

his to the icaltaral Hall to listen to 
‘(Cheers.) I do not know that the other side 

true fraternity than that. That led to the invita- 
tion to me to be present here this morning, which 
shows a great deal of generosity on your part, 
and also that you have got to a time when you 
can bear strong provocations, and very free aud 
very rough remarks, without your delie. re 
ings being so seriously bruised that you can nev- 
er forget what is said. If 1 have a man’s frieond- 
ship at all, 1 will only have it on the terms that 
he will allow me every new and then to cudgel 
him, on the pricciple that he should also cudgel 
me ; which reminds me of Robin Hood, who ad- 
mitted no man into his cave until he had first 
‘beaten bim with a sound oak cudgel. I think 
these are times in which we must all sveak out 
what we believe ; and of course we all have our 
owa ways of speaking it. It must not be said, 
“ You shall be silent on that point, and not speak 
upon the otber:” bat, * You shall speak, each 

you are & little ill-mannered, and cannot k as 
well as others, yet you shall be borne with and 
itied, but you shal! afterwards still be forgiven.” 
i think the time has gone for all tho palavering 

bere | and speaking of sweet things which seem so ne- 
y for admission into the Evangelical Alli- 
against which I say nothing, only this, that 

008: | the moment I for one felt it my doty to speak 

ol fo 

out on a certain matter, [ received at once a let- 
| ter from the secretary, saying that as a Christian 
and a gentleman, I was bound to retire ; and I 
0, of course. (Laughter.) Ithink it is pos- 

sible, bowever, among ourselves, for us to differ, 
und differ very wide , and to have each our own 
say, and yet to feel the most intense respect for 

humour I am now io, with all my might oppose 

uce a nobler instance of 

; and if some of 

power is that works all the spimping-jenvics in 
the mill. “ Only a prayer-meeting,” say some ; 
but it is the praver-meeting which will supply 
force for all the agencies of the church, from the 
Sabbath-school up to the ministry itself. In a 
pass in Switzerland there is an immense stone or 
rock, and the driver told me that the devil car 
ried it there. He was going along with it one 
bright morning under his arm—I do not know 
what he was going to do with it —bat an old lady 
going by crossed herself and offered a prayer, 

There has been many a big stone drepped as the 
result of an old lady's prayer, 

Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 

Then we must seek to utilise our power well 
when we get it. | wonder whether it would be 
tolerated to say to our friends that we do not all 
of us in the government of our church utilise the 
power we have? 

; CHURCH OFFICERS. 
I bave found it extremely useful to employ 

over aod above the deacons a second order of 
charch officers. I think our deacons should be 
ren of good business ability, and they should be, 
perhaps, the wealthier brethren, as they generally 
are, and the more prominent. But there is a 
considerable number of men in our churches who 
are very spiritual, men quite fit to visit the sick, 
to see inquirers, and to attend generally to the 
work of the church, who might be immensely 
“useful if you pat them in office, who probably 
would otherwise nevér associate with yoar dea- 
cons, being men of a somewhat different class, 
but who would be greatly useful if they were made 
officers. I do not suggest that as an alteration, 
but I do say: of it that it has been the saving of 
the church over which I preside, and that if it 

to pieces years ago. They meet in their different 
sessions, The deacons attend to the finances, 
the elders to the troly spiritual things. I preside 
over botb these courts, and we never allow one 
to interfere with the other. We have found that 
we have brought out many in the charch who, 
perhaps, would have been unruly, or sowers of 

| dissension, if we had not employed them, but 
who, haviog been put in office, have grown, and 
expanded, and become first-class men, und have 
helped us to carry on our vast church with some- 
thing like order. Let it be a rule that there 
shall not be a single young man or young woman 

| in the church usemployed, We must bring out 
every single talent that God has committed to 
any one of His people. ‘ 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, 
The extension of the Sabbath school system I 
would strongly recommend to friends who have 
not attended to it carefully. I do not mean the 
getting of more scholars, gh that is desirable, 
nor the founding of fresh schools, though that is 
our duty, but I mean the carrying. out of the 
system a little farther, so as to keep the lads and 
lasses after they have left the school, and 

| cially the formation of something like what we 
call “ catechumen classes,” where we even have 

t | gray headed-women of sixty or seventy, who still 

still choose to remain in the same 
e have one class of between 700 and 

and he was obliged to drop it. (Laughter.)—. 

had not been for the eldership we must have gone | 

all of us inglined to be so, becanse things go not 
d have them. as we woul I suppose when we 

prosper most we still lament that we bave not 
more from God, and do not do more for God. 
When our sermon has been most blessed, we toss 
to and fro upon our bed, and groan before God 
that we have not gone deeper ioto the root of 
the setjeagns pierced more thoroughly into 
the core of our ple’s souls. Iam not sure 
that the habit of getting downcast and complain- 
ing of one’s self is altogether a good one. “ The 
joy of the Lord is your strength.” It is delight- 
ful at Venice to hear the gondoliers singing as 
they row, Let ns serve the Lord with gladness. 
We ought to tug at the oar and sing at the same 
time. Stopping near a lake io Italy one Monday 
morniog, 1 heard the thnndering of the canncn 
from various parts of the coast, and by-and-by, 
when I went dowa to the beach and looked around, 
I observed that in the middle of the lake there 
stood an island, on which was a cathedral. From 
every quarter of the coast of the lake, around 
which small towns were dotted, [ saw white boats 
coming. y looked very beautiful indeed. 
There was a procession of boats, with a big cross 
in front, and all converging to one centre; and 
as the oars time with each other, the people 
on the boats all sang the same chant, which was 
rather monotonous, it 1s true, but still it was ex- 
ceedingly musical in its rhymth, as they came 
nearer, arerjand nearer, all to meet around 
the island, and then to march up to the shrine to 
worshi it was very like the en- 
tire Christian chureh—varions bodies of Chris- 
tians coming from various quarters of this great 
sea of providence—rowing avd singing, and ho- 
ping all to meet in the one t church above, 
where they shall worship God, even the Father, 
(Applause). Bat to sing as you pull the oar is a 
grand thing. I am surg it is that gladness, that 
“ oil of gladness,” that keeps the machinery from 
creaking. We ought to rejoice if we have but 
won one soul for God. There is cause for perpetu- 
al thankfulness in that; and if we have turved 
many to righteousness, with all our mistakes and 
blunders, and slips, and falls, God says we shall 
shine as the stars for ever and ever ; and we may 
depend upon it that we shall, 

A NONCONF¥ORMIST ALLIANCE. 
I will not keep you longer except to say that I 

have sometimes been astonished that we have 
never had, in any form that [ know of, a general 
Nonconforurist alliance. (Cheers.), We have an 

and it is invaluable to us for political reg 
but our opposition to the Established Church is 
Loot entirely political. If it were separated from 
the Siate to-morrow, we should still be compelled 

to speak, and speak very plainly, too, of the in- 
namerable errors which pollute that body. We 
should agree, I think, in our protest against many 
of the forms and ceremonies as we do in our pro- 
test agaiost the connection of the State with the 
Church. 1 wish we had some religious orgsnisa- 
tion of that kind, one’in which the whole body of 
Nonconforming churches could act, and which 
might be the means of vem 1 - out a better lit- 
‘erature upon the subject. I find wo fanlt with 
what exists, but when we want. to read books 
against Conformity, we have to turn a long way 
back before we can get hold of any very standard 
works, There are tractales, and so on, but we 
ought to have a constant and perpetual issue of 

-} first-rate tracts and pamphlets, not merely npon 
| political questions ot Church and State, but aim- 

against the errors of the church itself. 

all manner of devices; we get up “attractions” 
in the sanctuary and the Sabbath-school; we go 
into all sorts of * villages to buy.” Oh! if we 
would only sit down with Jesus, and accept what 
He bestows, with his rich blessing on it. Oh! if 
congregations would only sit and receive the Gos- 
pel of Life from their own Shepherd, and pray 
over it, and practice it. If teachers would aim 
moore to keep their classes sitting quietly at the 
feet of Jesus, to take. in his trath and to think 
about it. And if all of us would only make more 
of our seasons of devotion, more of digesting the 
trath, more of self-study, more of meditation and 
communion with Christ, and more of listening 
to the still emall voice of the Spirit, we should 
be far more healthy and vigorous Christians. 
The most industrious farmer must go in ocea- 

sionally from the plow or the harvest field, to sit 
down at his table, and nourish his weary frame. 
When an army corps come in sight of the enemy, 
after hours of hard marching they must sit down 
awhile by the camp fire, and replenish their 
wasted strength by food and drink, before they 
are abie to make the impetuous charge, and to 
drag the heavy guus into the thunder storm of 
battle. So every Christian toiler must needs re- 
cruit his spiritual strength by sitting down often 
with Jesus to meditate, to pray, and to come into 
close commuuion with the Master, Christ him- 
self bad His Olivet of retirement. His disciples 
spent many aun hour in quiet converse with Him 
on the lake side, or under the olive trees, listening 
to His’voice and drinking in the inspirations of 
His presence and His Graco. The healthiest 
Christian, and the one bost fitted for hard service, 
is he who feeds most on Christ. Not ooly at the 
sactamental table, but every day, does he partake 
of this “ Bread of Life,” To him the loving Sa- 
viour is continually saying, * If ye abids in Me 
and I abide in you, ye shall bear much fruit.” 

IL Io the second place, let us remember that 
in order to be instructed, we must sit down much 
with Jesus. The transcendent truth of the new 
birth was revealed to Nicodemus when he sat as 
an inquirer at the Saviour’s feet. The woman of 
Sychar found the “ well” of salvation only by 
waiting to be taught by the Great Teacher, when 
she went only to fill her. “ water pot,” and came 
back with an enlightened, refreshed, and con- 
verted heart. ; 

Io every church there are Marthas who are in- 
tensely busy in religious activities, and who 

‘ and of himself. 

achieve mavy happy results. Bat the Martha 

alliance in the matter of the Liberation Society, side of the Christian character is only one side. 
The best disciple cannot be always pushing 
through the round of excitement and zealous ac- 
tivity. <There must be a Mary side of character 
also ; and tlie most zealous worker needs to have 
straction, prayer, reflection, and heart converse 
with God, or else he will become noisy, saper- 
ficial, and shallow. Like Mary, he mast sit down 
with Jesus, and gain deep views of his Saviour 

If he would fill his soul, he 
must come often to the fountain-head of wisdom 
and of e. Oh! busy Marthas, in your 
round of teaching, visiting, working, planning, 
and almsgiving, go often to recruit your strength 
and to learn your Joby by taking Mary’s lowly 
place at the feet of your Lord. t us ever bear 
in mind that the most effective preachers and 
philanthropists have been those who waited hum- 
bly and buvngrily for the guidance and grace 
which the Lord Jesus gave them. As examples 
of this fact, let me point you to the apostles, and 
to Augustine, Luther, Pascal, Calvin, the Wes- 
leys, Wilberforce, Payson, William Allen the 
Quaker philanthropist, Bunyan the wondrous al- 
‘legorist, Martyn the self-denying missionary, and 
Edwards the majestic mao of thought, All these 
master-spirits drew their inspiration from a daily 
communion with their Divine pry 
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What Tobacco Money came to. 

There was once a lad of twelve, who learned 
to chew tobacco. He had a terrible time of it at 
first. All the old tobacco chewers can tell yon 
how deathly sick it made him. Bat he determi- 
ned to conquer. Others had, and he could too. 
What a pity he did not put ont the same energy 
on some poble and manly purpose—something 
that God would look down upon with his bless- 
ing! Well, he did persevere so well that he 
learned to enjoy what at first was so nauseating. 
Then he quickly learned to smoke, and, as he 
was a boy who did nothing by halves, he had a 
cigar in his month most of his waking hours. He 
grew up to be a young man and was hopefally 
couverted, uniting with a church in New York. 
Then his eyes began to be opened on the subject 
of chewing tobacco, which was certainly opposed 
to the command—* Let all things be done de- 
centl¥, and in order.” He saw and felt this, and 
with a mighty effort he tore himself from the de- 
grading habit. His cigar he still clang to, until 
one day a dear Christian brothersawho was pre- 
paring for the ministry, said to him very se- 
riously— 

“ Brother H , it dues not look well to see 
a member of the eburch smoking.” 

There was a power in the young man’s words, 
and he tossed his cigar into the gutter. He made 
a resolution on the spot, which he prayed God to 
give him strength to keep it. Thirty-five years 
have rolled away, and the vow has not been bro- 
ken. 
Now he began to sce what a sum he had wast- 

ed on this sioful itdulgence. So, every week he 
laid aside the same amount for the Savings Bank, 
und, as he had enough for himself and family 
without it, be allowod the principal and interest 
to remain untouched. . Some years rolled on, and 
his little children were growing up in the peat- 
up walls of their city home; but they were not 
contented there. Every year. they paid a visit to 
grandfather’s cheery farm-house, tumbling about 
in the green grass, and picking rich fruits from 
the orchard. Oh! how they longed for such a 
home! and wher father came home from his voy- 
ages, they would climb about his knees, and beg 
him to get them such a home in the country. 
These frequent appeals set father a-thinking and 
looking about him. By and by the very place to 
snit was offcred for sale. A snug little home- 
stead, surrounded by shade and fruit-trees, two 
acres of fine land attached to it, a beaatiful view 
of Long Island Souund, the school and church 
within walking distance, and all to be had for six 
thousand and five hundred dollars. The cigar 
money in the Savings Bank was counted over 
aud tound sufficient. The plade was their's, and 
the happy mother and little ones took possession, 
with the shortest possible ‘delay. There were 
countless sources of enjoyment to the cooped-u 
city children in their two acres all their own, an 
it seemed as though they could never tire of feed- 
ing their pet chickens, pigs and rabbits. Then, 
too, they had the luxary of abundance of milk 
and cream from their own cow, which seemed to 
half support the family. And all this comfort 
and plenty would have blown away in smoke, had 
not the husband and father, years before, tarned: 
right about face and given up his tobacco. Don't 
you think he was well” paid for his good resolu- 
tion? Do ycu think it worth while to begin such 
an expensive habit, which will lead you straight 
oo towards poverty, degradation, and, quite pos- 
sible, the poor-house § 

Temperance and prudent economy are the two 
great means of securing an honorable indepen- 
dévce in the world. God has promised his pd 
ing to them in his Holy Word, and whatever he 
promises be will not fail to perform.—Zemper- 
ance Banner, 

ett) © © —eee. 

Cuinese Revicious Bgruigr.—Rev. M. T. 
Bates, who has long be2n a missionary in China, 
gives some interesting statements respecting the 
religious belief of the Chinese : 

It would appear that the Taourists, Buddhists, 
and Confucian philosophers and priests all bring 
their religion of the present day down to the focus 
of aneestral worship or tributes due to the dead. 
|“ They believe in the existence ot two worlds, ene 
‘the world of darkngss, it. which men live sfior 
death.” “They all believe that there is a chance 
of evading their just deserts in both worlds, for 
they cannot conceive of any higher degree of pre- 
science on the part of the authorities of that 
world, than what they. sea illustrated beforo 
their eyés by the acts of the authorities in this.” 
According to the Chinese, ** a man has three souls ; 
one in the head, one in the chest, and one im the 
lower extremities.” “ When a man is dead be is 
in a position to aveuge himself of all the injuries 
of which ‘he may have thought himself the sub- 
ject.” Heace the large coutribution of din (geles- 
tial mouey), by all who feel that the dead man 
has aught against them, “The Byte the inter- 
preters and agents of the gods, like the mandarins 
of this world, are ever on the alert for an oppor- 
tunity to squeeze the rich.” Yet they only pro- 
pose to extricate the unfortunate Chinese in par- 
gatory from present suffering ; therefore, to sooth 
the road in the dark, their constant ory is ¢ Give ! 
give! give!" until one's worldly riches are wasted 
in the fatile task. 

It is estimated that $120,000,000 
annually in ancestral worship, ‘The living are 
the slaves of the dead.” ‘There is not a tithe of 
the money expended, or thought bestowed on 
Buddhi m and Confucianism combined that there 
is on ancestral worship, Ifthe Taouist system is 
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