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Our Approsching ‘Convention.

This convocation of the brotherhood is expected to | ™

‘take place on Saturday the 22nd inst, in the Ger-

main Street Baptist Oburch, St. John, at 2 o'clock,
"3 It may be necessary again to repest the con-

Mol’g-bc-hip. Here they are : —
That “every member of a Baptist church, in
vln.chdlo‘ry annually teo shilli

s towards the objecis embraced in
&m :Llo the funds of the Conven-

tion, and also every ordained Baptist Minister in the

. three Provinces.in good standing, shall be a member
“of the Oonvention ; any paying five péunds
or upwards, shall be a life member; and the pay-
of twenty pounds, ‘'or ‘upwards; at one time,
chureh con-
nected with an Association, and contributing ten
shillings towards any of the objects embraced in the
Union lllt{l be a member of this Conven-
be at liberty to send one Delegate to repre-
gent such chorch, and if five pounds are collected, two
Delegates. E local Union Society, collecting an-
nually five pounds or upwards, shall be a member of
“this Convention, and shall be at liberty to send two
Delegates to represent them therein, and one Delegate
for every additional five pounds collected ; so as no,
church or Union Society be at liberty to send more
than five Delegates ; and that each Associatién con-
nected with the Convention be allowed to sénd five
: The Missionary and Eduéational Board

. shall also be at liberty to send ene Delegate each.

Pur readers will see, by the above, that the condi-

tions of membership are such as'to admit of a very

large representation. - The churches should appoint
their delegates without delay, and those not other-
wise provided for should send in théir names to Capt.
L. McMann immediately, as requested in another col-
umn. As all the churches of the City may expect to
be benefitted by the coming together of so many of
the Lord’s servants, we doubt not all will heartily
unite in making the needfal preparation to give them
a cordial receptioo.

i) & + o ——
‘ Free Discussion.

One object of the religious press is to discuss free-
1y all subjects appertaining to the doctrines, order
and discipline of the Chareh of God. It is only by
searching investigation that we can attain to a critical
knowledge of any truth. Hence discussions on dis-
puted points wisely conducfed in a christian, spint
must always tend to elucidate truth, and thereby
do good. Brethren who have been trained in different
schools, are very likely to leok at subjects from dif-
ferent stand-points, and therefore to ditfer very widely
in their conclusions ; but let them discuss freely and
fully these differences in a conciliatory spirit, and if
they do not agree in the issue in their opinions, they
will love each other all the better ; and these inves-
gigations, resulting in lucid and well-defined argu-
ments, must be immensely useful to all concerned.
‘We know the danger attendant upon such discus-
sions. Unworthy motives may be attributed, or the
parties éngaged may rush into personalities. This
is unchristian, and always does barm. Always give
your opponent in discussion credit for honesty of
purpose, and meet bim with fair, manly argument ;
and then if you fail to convince him of the correct-
ness of your position, you will not fail to challenge
his respect. We hope all who write for the VisiTor
will keep this fact in view.

Personally, we have no special relish for contro-
versy ; but when duty calls us to the field we never”
shrink from a manly defence of our sentiments. Cir-
cumstaoces over which we bad no control have in-
fused into the Visiror for the last year much more of
the controversial element than -usuval To some of
our readers this has been distasteful—to others pleas-
ing. The results, we have no doubt, will, in the is-
sue, be beneficial to all. - Truth never suffers by in-
vestigation. The discussion now conducted by our
esteemed Brethren Spurden and McKenzie, is one of
grave ilervst to our dennmination. Many of our
brethren have read but little on the question at issue.
They ask for instraction, and we must not withheld
it. The education and christianity of these valued
brethren are a sufficient guarantee that the subject
in hand will be discussed in a christian spirit. We
trust, therefore, that what they bave to say will be
pondered prayerfully.

Dr. Spurden understands perfeetly that the Caris-
TIAN VisiTog is the organ of associated churches es-
tablished on the principles of restricted communion,
and therefore neither he nor any brother who may

sympathize in the open view should imagine that any |

expogitions which the Visrror has to offer in relation
to this featare of our denowinational platform are
personal in their design. We are expected to explain
and defend on all suitable occasions the sentiments
of the body, Should circumstances arise from any
cause to prevent us from doing this, we shall simply
resign our trust. Itis oply in proportion as we
faithfally discharge our duty in this matter, that we
have a right to expect the confidence and support of
our brethren.

A Triumphant Death.
On Sabbath afternoon last, the death angel visited

" the family circle of Deacon Jobn Fisher, and took to

"

.

its embrace, Mary Annie, the youngest daughter of

. the bousehold. By some spinal disarrangement,
... this Jovely girl had been subjected to a protracted
- illness of uncommon severity.
fondness could suggest, or that medical skill could -

All that parental

‘devise, was tried for the purpose of arresting disease
“ and preserving life; but her sufferings went steadily

and surely forward to their fatal issue. | pe

_Sbe had much to make life precious. In the full
‘bloom of her girlhood, she was the idol of her parents,
and of s numerous circle of relatives and friends,
Mary Anoie lived to love and to be loved. A vivid
imagination pictured bright scenes of future bappi-
‘ness, in & life encompassed with many charms. But

" the “bounds set” by an unerring decree could not be

- znfordeoams

came to fulfil his mission ;_ o

the throne. *The -beautiful words of Pope, if. his
bymn on- the “dying ohsistian,” Mary Amnie could
adopt as expressive of her feelings in the trying hour :

4

“ The world recedes; it D

<+ Heaven oﬁon‘a.&‘;n :
My ears with sout hic ring— A
Lend, lend your wings ! I mouat, I fiy!”’
** 0 grave, where is thy ?
O death, where is thy sting ?"
We tender to the parents and relatives of the de-
parted, our heartfelt sympathy, and unite with them
in a song of thanksgiving for this marvellous mani-
festation of Jehovah's grace.

1 We think all will agree with us in the opinion
that the unpleasant circumstance which. occurred at.
the Nova Scotia Western Association has been saffi-
ciently venitilated ‘ja’ our colomny i ‘and that both
sides of the ‘cise havitig been fully stated by the
brethiren at issue, they should now lét the matter
rest. Opinions will not be changed by further dis-

. eussion. . Bro. Porter will see that nearly all bis

points were anticipated by Bro. Wallace before his
letter came to hand; but lest he might suppese that
we were partial, we have given his letter in full. The
story, therefore, has been twice told. Let this suf-
fice.

e, —

The Visiror of the 80th ult., editorially said, ** the
strictures in the Messenger signed C., and the Mes-
senger's leader of last week, we take for granted are
from the ready pen of Dr. Cramp. If we are mis-
taken in this we shall be glad to be corrected.” The
Messenger, of the Bth irsty informs us that ** Dr.
Cramp dfq not write the editorial article referred
to.”. We accept the Messenger’s correction. We
sbould have been' better pleased, for his sake, if
he-bhad . made it in a more graceful style, but
we must not chastise him for the utterance of un-
courteous words. On the article signed C., it ap-
pears the VisiTor was correct in its impressions of
authorship. It was on * this, and not on the editori-
al, that our argument was built. The editorial in
question was not worth an argument, and, therefore,
we said but little about it. The case of discipline
upder consideration by the Association to which the
Messenger's leader took exceptions was simply re-
ferred to.as illastrative of the correctness of ouyr posi-
tion. It was the absence of a Council in that case
that rendered associational 'action indispensable.
Constituted as our churches are in this country any
departure from denmominational usage by a given
church acts injuriously upon the whole body. The
Messenger's experience must be %o his mind a painful
confirmation of this fact. '

For the Christian Visitor.
The Baptists in England.

The evidence of peace and prosperity in individaal
churches, which I adduced in my last, may be rebutt-
ed as bearing up on the guestion of Jenominational
union.

It may be objected, allowing that the charches are
at peace within their own limits, and prosperous too,
they may stand as isolated units, uncombined and
consequently inadequate to united action.

I now proceed to show that differences of opinion
and practice have been no barrier to denominational
union and combined action.

1. First stands the Baptist Union of Great Britain
and Ireland ; which comprises all the churches and
ministers who voluntarily unite, whether general or
particular (these are doctrinal terms equivalent to our
free will and calvinistic.)

Its constitution provides;—* That every Baptist
church or association, and every approved Baptist
minister, in the United Kingdom, making written ap-
plication for admission into this union, shall be forth-
with received, unless informed of the contrary by the
committee.” The object of the union is to extend
brotherly love and union. To promote unity of ex-
ertion. To obtain and disseminate accurate statisti-
cal information relative to Baptist churches &e.

Out of the forty associations existing in the United
Kingdom, only three do not belong to the union, two
of which are in England, and the third is the oaly
association which has been formed in Scotland.

2. The second bond of union is the associations ; of
these there are twenty nine in England, nine in
Wales, one in Scotland, and one in Ireland.

Until recently the Baptist churches in and about
the metropolis were unassociated. In 1665 the Lon-
don Association was formed ; the differences of opin-
ion touching the Lord’s Supper hds been no bar to
the formation of this union. Dr. Stuck bimself testi-
fies that the associations embrace both open and close
communion churches. Other causes therefore have
prevented the union of all the Bapiists churches in
some association or other, )

The same witness also. bears testimony to the fact
that the Missionary Society is supported by the ad-
vocates of both practices.

This 'witness is true. All the hyper-calvinistic }

churches are close communion and they stand aloof
from the missionary enterprise, but it is their doetrin-
al opinions that debar them from uniting in this work.

The bigh doctrine ministers will not invite sinners
in their own congregations to come to Christ; much

less presume to interfere with the Lord's work in

beathen countries, Mr. Wells, of the Surrey Taber-

nacle, may be taken as the reprosentative of this class.
But there may be union without progress.or pros-,

perity. .On this point the following item will speak

was published in the Baptist ine, showing the
Sl S T
t ! ) oL by m
Fuo cpe can Feadly ditingoiah e few avsk o et oor
localities with well- known names. From Stratford to
ca, on the north side of ames, twenty-
New Cross sixteen on south side. The grand
total of fort, appears ins when com-
pared with to
pertain toa re-
sent year,

It

the true criterion'of pros- |

b tter was cut up by a machine. :
e dently occupied many d w
p 'sed 1o hear that the dea
tl : grounds from three o'clo
t" s 8tars were shinin n%zf
g sunds in pnp.ring%or ]
Fredericton, August 8, 1968,
Phe Rev. 0. "B

oly, said it was not often difl
it if ever he did feel a it wax on the pre,
nt:ccuion. bﬂowil : wever, most heartily to
ank every charch and every individual, whether
oir gift had been great or small, for their great
timony of esteem towsrds him ; u%ocinlly

s begged to hank his &k ’ .?1 figner,
« the interest' he- indiv m nit.  He
ould before long ask his con tion to make two

; the new “Mr. Wigner was
ecting at New Oross, as a sort of recognition, and
» was quite surv they ‘would liberally respond to it.
methiing bad been said in the course of the day
wout the form the testimonial had, taken. . It could
it have been a better ove, . If they made a testimo-
‘al to a soldier, it was geperally a sword he might
i in his work ; and he'as a soldier engaged in his
otk would use the monéy they had now givéen him,
+ hich was the best pouihtuxd to do still more of
at particular kind of work in which he was engaged.
nere; was no earthly requiremient that he himself
swsonally - needed. God had blessed him with an
nundanee of  everything that wealth eould furnish
v his own neccssities; and, therefore, he was not
ingry alter more earthly goods for himself, but he
48 beyond mensure greedy on behalf of God’s cause.
' he had received the gift from hi§ friends at the Ta-
srnacle; he would not have 80 tuch surprised,
= be knew theirlove for him. Yt did not conse from
em at all, but from the Baptist ehurches through-
it the country. ' He did net gmuh‘y did care
.ach for bim. He had been reminded that day of
_ines_gope by when his room was better estcemed
1an his company. It had been bis misfortone to be
«at into'a peculior position. (Hear, hear). He had
-/ten been suspecteda ‘of sinfater 'designs.s A litlle
‘me ago he was talking to a brother who hounestly
)ld him the reasons why he used todislike him. :He
uid be was afraid for one reason, that he was going
v start a new denominafion, “ Well,” he replied,
**I evuld have done it bhad [ liked—gould I not?”
** Undoubtedly,” was the answer, * and many would

ave fullowed you.” * Well, but I did not doit.”
t Laughter and cheéers.) The thovght of doing stch
thing wight bave been pleasing to buman flesh, but
e considered there - were sects envugh without' ma-
ing another. - Then another reason why his friend
.ad_disliked him, was because be was going to eat
1@ vitals out of the denowmination. Now he had a
and of young men around him of whem be was
roud. Thex had bailt more chapels thao the others
" ad done. ‘But the thought of starting a new de-
omination, if it ever entered his head, 'was resisted
i & lemptation at once. (Cheers.)  Well, let all
1ese things be bygones, and buried in oblivion.  He
as a Baptist by convietion, and he looked upon the
saptist Church as the old Catholic Apostolic Church,
-le certainly was not born in it, but at an early age
e struck out a course for himself, and just as much
4 it had been necessary before now for men to rise
p and strike out forms and ceremonies ‘from other
burches, so he hoped that if ever they were eaten up
y forms customs ‘and roatine, God would raise up
ome one to strike mere routine down. As Paul
aid he was a Pharisee of the Pharisees, 5o he wight
ay he was a Baptist of Baptists. His denomination
e loved “ with all his heart, and soul, and strength
-and his peighbor as himself.” (Laughter.) He
id not ignore all the rest, but he wished to hold out
1e right hand of fellowship to all. No man ought to
e accused of disrespect to'women generally because
e loved his own wife best, but he believed there was
great work before thew as a desomination; and
/hilst he hoped they would specially love the work
1 which they were engaged, yet he would say that
00 often their fault had been an excess of conscien-
wousness which had degenerated into bickering. He
oped, therefore, that'as a body they would keep
ogether. They did not know what God bad in store
or them.  He was a Baptist from conviction, and
»écame one through being sent to a Church of Eng-
and school. (Loud laughter,) In asking him his
atechism they asked him the usual guestion, * What
3 your name " and he replied ** Spargeon.” - When
‘hey asiked him his Christian name, he said he hadn't
;ot ooe, for he was not a Uhristian. They told him
ve had the name his' golifather apd godmother gave
iim, but he replied he bad no godfather nor 0~
ther. Then he bad not been baptized rightly,
but be replied he was sure he had, as bis grandfather
christened him in the big china basio in the back
“parlour, and as he had.done lots before he must have
known how to do it properly. He did not know at
the time that there were any other people in the
world who were Baptists besides bimself, and it gave
him great joy when be found others held similar
opinions to these which his early thoughts ripeaed
into. They must not be surprised, therefore, if he
did fail to see the usefulness of those old-fashioned
proprieties wbich had belonged to them, but had
never grown up with him. Mr. Spurgeon concluded
his address amid loud applause.

R et ——
. For the Christian Visitor.

Open Communion among the English Baptists.

We need, at the outset, Lo have'a word on the past
and the present aspects of the discugsion, now be.
fore the resders of the Visiter, on the topic above
specified. It will be remembered that in a late num-
ber of this Journal it was incidentally observed that
Orex. CommuNioN, as practised by many of the Eng-
hsh Baptist Churches, is detrimental to -denomina-
tional unity, purity, peace and prosperity.’ That arti-
<¢le, in which- this prohibited observation occurred,
related to the practicability and consistency of
* Church Independetce and Denominational Unity
~an article that was penped nearly six months be-
fore it was published, and prepared for publication
with no reference whatever to the particulaf indivi-
duals whom it has provoked into a public expression
of disapproval and reprobation. 1t was . objected,
in] the pext issue of this sheet, byytwo brethren

It for him to speak,
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as related to the English Baptists was ‘' the very
unjust and: injurious.”

many of the most influential Baptist' Churches |

was ascribed to that practice.

palatable sentence respecting the English Baptists,
was dragged before the public tribunal, where he did
not hesitate to apswer, not as, it may have been ex-

‘| has been for some time tevolving in my mind, and

would termfnate, fog”l Ind not the faintest duh'e to
conduct a controversy with my esteemed brother, I

vous practice of open communion among Baptists

struggling for utterance. This may account for the
fack of that Sedtence slipping from my pen in the ||
article which has given rise to this discassion. But
I reiffirm my disiochnation'to enter upon a contro-
versy with one for whom I cherish a very high re-

together, This was on Tuesday m
now seemed left but to oppose the

M-M~m-hm0hmv;;n:.. Sonibeite

immediately, we resolved to attend the afternoon ses-

sion for the above pu
Moderator ; for Bro. aid

not agree (0

hough pressed by circumstances to return

on the
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m‘:.:?td '»h.x “ Qg;:‘lty had agree ' of the Comm Mﬂ mu the churches * Last will
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¢ debt on the house"-

‘ tiat T must op- tinues for all time as a standing protest m’.:;

pose it. No offér was made to call the committee | claims of Missionary, Bdacational, and other impor-
ing. Nothing | tant operations—a most conveniont plea for exemp.

report when pre- | ton from all share in works. of liberal voluntary

When the friends at St. Stephen, sball have finfsh.

This was koown to the | ed their house, it is expected that a_cburch will be
mwontm_dnqmbdt bim | organized, and a pastor settled. A strong map.is re-

gard. Therefore, in my reply, I took a position that

to call- in the-report

was rational and mild, and one that made an arrest
of tho discussion esy sud honorable.

But no attention was paid to that position. Forth
comes another article, ostefifibly avoiding, but really
resuming the discussion with me. True, "re have
little more than & eulogy on the moral courage, the
eminent piety and high personal character of one of
the most distinguished advocates of open communion
The design of this eulogy must be pa-
tent to the most careless reader, . Following this lau-
dation of Rev. Mr. Noel comes -another communica-
tion;in the next number of the Visitor, pressing for-
ward the ecelebrated name of Rev, Mr. Spargeon,
and that, aldo, of Rev. Dr. Landel, who, it is need-
lessly affirmed, praectice in their churches open
communion, though, if we are correctly informed,
they have within r
members who stand out- for restricted commu-
nion, and for whom a * side table” is set—a fact
which seems.to subvert the conelusion that open
communiou may be practiced in.those churches with-
outany detriment to their unity,
may, what support can this array of names: from the
list of deservedly popular ministers among the Ea-
glish Baptists give to"a practice which has 0o sanc-
tion, cither in Scripture, or in'reason, or'in facts.
This, however, is not all. ' By a singular ovérsight of
the obooxious point in my article, our brother, who
has come forward in defence of the practice of the
English Baptists relative to ¢he Lord’s Supper, affirms
the unity and prosperity of single and separate
churches, and that, Loo, of churches under the minis-
‘try of such eminent men as Rev. Mr. Spurgeon and
:Rev. Dr. Landel. - To say nothing of what - the mas-
terly tact and magnetic power of such a man as Rev.
Mr. Spurgeos wmight accomplish in the way of
building up and bindiog together a religious commu-
nity, even if the heresy of Infunt Sprinkling should
be one of the tenéts of that budy, as it is of charches
oearly as conspicuous as that of Mr. Spurgeon’s for
their unity and numerical strength, what, it is perti-
nent to ask, has theé unily of a single and separate
church to do with the question of Deneminational
Unity ? . For I afifmed, and now reaffirm, that the
English Baptists, by their practice of open commu-
nion, have been, and are now, pursuing a' course in
that respect destructive of Denominational Unity, I
here add that the dogma in question tends to—and,
if its tendency reaches its logical conclusion, will
certainly bring to pass—a destraction of Denomina-
Butl am now bound to make
good the assertion that lies within the limits of that
article which has given umbrage—an assertion from
which tay friend and brother has gone widely, if not
inexcusably, astray, in arguing for church unity.un-
der the practice of open.communion. It does not, I
submit, require any sharp analytic discernment to
separate the two very distinct ideas of church unity
and denominational uvaity.
my assertion is concerned, and with which I shall
deal in the sequel. This article is simply prelimina-
ry, designed to dissipate the mists with which the
matter under discussion has been unnecessarily ob-

these same churches many

But be that as it

tional Existence.

It is with the latter that

over their own signature, that so much of that article |

reverse of the truth, and in the bighest degree |

Subsequent communica- |
| tions from the pen of one of the objeetors made it
The | apparent that the fact of Open Communion awong

in Bogland is vot denied, but only the resulé which | oyt
The writer of the rticle, io which occaered the un- |

pected he would answer, but as it seemed to him | W. |
' m:ﬂ‘ftbmydwm‘.

e

scared.

With the prayer and the bope that the cause of
Truth will not be injured| but aided - eventually by
this discussion, I accept the position into which I
have been forced. Let not the trisuds of Truth take
fright when her battles are being fougkt.

W. 8. McKexnziz,

Rev. 1. Wallace and the Western Association,
Nova Beotia.

In mly communication, some weeks since, relating
pr ings at the above Association, I said that the
‘““report on the Christian Messenger was rushed
through in hot haste, and without allowing brethren
an opportunity to show that the Christian Messen-
ger deserves not the commendation of the Baptists of
Nova Scotia. The honest expression of disapproval
was feared, and it was determined, it would seem,
that all  discussion on that paper must be shut out;
and that determination was persistently carried out,
And it is with regret that we must add—the Modera. |t
tor gave the weight and influence of his position in
that direction.” This representation is very distaste-
ful to some. Bro. Wallace thinks I have misappre-
bended 'the motives and conduct of my brethren, and
that, consequently, I have made a misstatement re-
garding the manner in which the report on the
Christian Messenger was passed by the Association.
I saw and heard all, and do nol require Bro. W. to

frow that quarter.
upon us that there existed; in the body, a determina-
tion tokeep the door closed against us. I think the
attentive and unprejudiced reader will now perceive | o,
that my statement
Christian Messenger was hurried through ; that
brethireo, taken by surprise at the suddenvess with
which the question was put, desired and urged to be
heard, but were not allowed to speak ; that the ru-
ling of the Moderator and the action of

tion were alike adverse to their speaking ; that thus
discussion was completel
subsequent action of the
nity we desired.

lish my reply to Bro. Wallace's communication,—
Truth appears sometimes very disrespectful, but al-
ways honest, earnest and fearless of consequences.
She speaks right on—fearless, though surrounded by | *
adverse circumstances, and forsaken, or left unsup-'

ported by her professed or timid friends; and though
seemingly defeated, yet ticonquered and unconquer-
Lable, she will in due time come forth in surpassing

as 8000 a8 possible, in order that expression migl
be given to our views on the The report,
however, was not presented till just before the vote’
(\)} bt‘h:n;: to the people at F! was proposed.

.the report was read Chairmsan, a mo-+
tion to accept was made and i?mdd

The Moderator declares ' that he deliberately and
respectfully said: * Brethren, have you any remarks
to muke on this report?” No doubt, the Moderator
believes that remarks were called for; bat parties
who were paying special attention to the proceedings
say that no remarks were called for. [ do not recol-
lect that such a call was made. But supposing that
it was, the pause that ensued before putting the ques-
tion was shor¢—I thought, very short. ad a per.
son jumped up immosiatoly, be would, no doubt,.
have been in time. But, as I supposed speeches in
favour of the report would be m&, and especially as
I expected another brother to speak before me, in op-
position to it, I did not rise as quickly as I might, or
as [ would have, had I sopposed that: the question
would besput so suddenly, or that a few seconds’ de-
lay in rising would be taken advs of to prevent
discussion on an important subject. t, without the.
question having  been called for, and without the
Moderator 'asking, ** Gentlemen, are you ready fur
the question " or lh‘ohleut intimation "m‘u that he
was going to put the question, greatly (o my sur-
prise, he put &: qnm?ou. o | ﬁmn{md arose,
while the Ayes were veiug given, and defore the Nays
were, or could be, called for, and expressed 'my sur-
prise that the question was put so suddenly, and de-
clared my earnest desire to speak; Bro. V{l'loto also
expressed himself to the same effect. The Moderator
refused us the privilege, and, though we urged, he
persistently refused to hear us, and earnestly called
on the Association to sustain him in this positios §
and- the Associdtion tained him ; and with this
resalt the Moderator did' not fail to express himsell
| pleased. . Subsequently, the Nays were called for,
and the vote declared as in favor of ‘adopting the re-
port. Observe this: though up before the vote, S0
suddenly and unexpectedly put, wis completed, we
were atevery attempt refused a hearing; and thas
was discussion shut out—persistently and effectually
shut odt—by a rigid adherence to a Parliamentary
rule of order, or what the Moderator regarded as
suph. The report was carried straight ‘through, in
spite of remonstrance ; nothing was permitted to hin-
der it; even christian courtesy and brotherly love
were, it would appear, forgotten, or deemed of secon-
dary importance as compared with a rule of order, or
the interests of the (JAristéan Messenger. 1 have no
desire to wound the feelings of Bro. Wallace, or those
of other brethren ; but they must not be surprised
if bretbren treated as Bro. V. and myself have beeo
treated should feel aggrieved, and express their dis-
approval as we have done.

But the Moderator, it is urged, said, frankly and
[airly, to Bro. Videto : “Move a reconsideration
this question, and you will then be in order to speak
~—thus, by this offer, removing jast cause of com-
plaint. But a little thought will suffice to show that
this * frank and fair” offer, though, no doubt, well
meagt, had no value, As the right to move a recon-
sideration belongs only to those voting in the ma-
Jjority, Bro. Videto and myself, being 10 the mino-
rity, would bave been wholly out of erder, had either
of us made such a motion ; and the Moderator him-
self was clearly out-of order in making us the offer.
Had such a motion been made by those voting in the
wajority, it would have been in order, and would, per-
baps, have afforded ds an opportunity to speak, tho'
with but little prospect of success ; for the thing we
wished to prevent had been done. And it is often
dillicult, if not impossible, to induce a_public bod
like an Associatien to reverse an opinion to which it
has just comwitted itself by, it may be, an inconside-
rate or hasty‘vote. But no such motion was made
Hence the conclusion was forced

correct ; that the Yeport on the

shut out; and that no
y gave us the opportu-

Yours, mcrwlfdlly.
' EORG

E_ARMSTRONG.
Bridgetown, N. 8, Aug. 5, 1868,
P. 8, —As the Christian Messenger has 'published

ly disrespectful to the whole
be Christian Messenger to do me the justice to pub-

Now Books from tha & . Beptis Publ

the Associa- | 4 sory of life well told. S:
wil) mfm this ch MJ.

quired for the place—a man of liberal culture, piety,
pradence, and talent. They doserve just as good s
man as can be got, and they need bim too; but how
i be to be supported? The friends there have mani-
fested a liberality worthy of all praise in the erection
of their new house ; and to finish it free of debt, they
havg taxed themselves to the utmost point of endur-
ance. To support a miniater, L can besr them record,
that, to their power, yea, and beyond their power,
they are willing of themseives, -but they will require
assistarice from the H. M. Board, to the extent of
about $200 for the first year. And that amount was
never more worthily or properly expended. A faith-
ful minister, with the bléssing of God on his prayer-
fal efforts ndjoﬁon-w will soon make
‘the field self-sustaining, e ,

I bave not been employed by the brethren at St.
Stephen to represent their case a8 F have done; it is
entirely gratuitous on my part, and I am equally un-
influenced by any considerations of personal interest.
I write thus, because, [ consider they have a just
claim upon the sympathies of the denomination ; and,
~ Xarrived in Boston on (he 28th ult,, pat op at «
first-class Hotel, in Washington Street, from which [
was speedily, shall- I say, gracidusly removed by
kind (riecd, whose generous hospitality I have enjoy-
ed fo the present time.  On the evening of my arri-
val, 1 attended the Young People’s Prayer-meeting
in connection with the Oharles Street Baptist Cburch,
of which the Rev. W, V. Garner, is the pastor. The
exercises were of a deeply interesting character,
strongly indicative of the high tone of spiritual fer-
vor pervadiog that large and influential body. Our
Brother Garner is most happily sitasted here. He
lives in ‘the affections of his people—awongst whom
be is steadily rising in popularity and usefuiness.
They bave given hith numerous tangible proofs of
their high estimation of his character snd worth as a
mioister of Christ. They have fixed his salary at
$3,200; in addition to the full payinent of which
they have given him donations in money and choice
articles, over $1,600 ; making in all during the last
year, over four thousand seven Auadred dolisrs/!
Obarles Street Cburch don't seem. to have got into
the notion, that poverty is essential to & minister's
usefulness, or that it is even necessary to keep him
WABMBIE Y

The following Sabbath, I spent at Reading, with
the Rev. T. W. Orawley. He hasa rieat litt'e church
in a village' of some 8,000 inbabitants. - His congre-
gations were large and very attentive, notwithstand-
ing the intense beat. The Missionary Prayer-meet-
ing in the evening was also well attended, and the ex-
ercises varied and interesting. Bro. Crawley.is an
excellent preacher, and his labors are highly appreci-
ated by his people; The American churches seem to
know how to make a minister comfortable, and they
do it without grudging. But I have already written
too Jong, and will reserve further remarka for a future
time. Truly yours, g 3 CH

<l ———em——
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“Noble Rivers, and Stories  concer:

attractive to_the young, -

n; or, 4 D

what it regards as a * vindication of the  brethren | gy, -
composing the N. 8. Western Association,” and pro-
nounces it a ‘* refutation” of my statement, which it
characterizes as * high
body,” I take this opportunity to ask the Editor of

interpret for me language and condact that were | beauty and pawer, and ition floe:bafare | .o el ST RR TS
plain, 'direct and forcible enough to make themselves | ber as mists before the rising sun, Howe offen- M i o
deeply felt. I understand stopping to mean slopping, |sive, my statement cannot be refuted, unless truth |ing.

a shutting of the door not Lo mean opendng it, and a | has deserted her pature and fact bas turned into non-|

refusal to bear as expressing delerminalion not to |entity. The Christian enger says of the

bear. . I bave all the light that Bro. W. bas q'von; n&oglm ication : **The above will,

but my View of the matter, to which be refers, is un- | be thankfully en by every member of the

changed. It way, indeed, be true that * my state-
ment retlects not a little on' the christian deportment
of the W. Association, as also on the conduct of the
feel it needful to jus-




