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Eternity !
Erewwiry | Eternity /
How long art thon, Kternity !/
Aud yet Lo thee Time hastes away,
Like as the war-lorse to the fray ;
Or, swift as coariers homeward go,
Or ship to port, or shaft from bow.
Ponder, O Man, Ererviry !
e ; gmngty ! Etctr;ity.’z’ &
M!heﬂi!" ¢ ow long art thou, KZlernily !
3 l‘hyﬂbiw For o’o:‘ as on a perfect sphere
4ot e 7o End vor beginning cdn appear,
vag: g E'en so, Eteroity, on thee
; Kutrance nor exit can there be.
Ponder, O Man, Ergrsny !
Eternity | Eternity /
How long art thou, Kternity /.
A cirele infinite art thou,
Thy eentre an eternal xow :
Never, we name thy outer bound ;
For never end n is fopnd.
Ponder, O Man, Erggsiry |
Eternity | Elternity /
MHow long art thou, Kternity !
How terrible art thou in woe !
How fair where joys forever slow.

His justice there wakes bitter fear.
Ponder, O Man, Ergesity |
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i&b?unntd -r'i' A Scriptire Panorama,
&olnm"hm OR PICTURKS OF FHE PALAOE, THE PRISON, AND
T S - B PRAYER-MEETING.
’ on hand—Doonrs, Sasuss, b

i froartheir they cap make to or- Drawn from Acts xii.
ptmost despatch and upon the most reasona- BY REV. 8. T. RAND.
of Car- xo. 5.

God’s goodness sheddeth gladncss here,

delitions, He can imagine his prison a palace,
his iron fetters crnumeuts of gold.  He can feel
exquisite pleasure and sing for jor, and know
nothiog of pain. Happy maninc! blessed insa-
nity, that can work such wonders for us! But
there is one thicg he cannot do. He cannot di-
vest himself of these_chains, hie canuot break out
of this prison, he eannot escape from these
guards.” No, my friends! he cannot.  Wefreely
admit that he cannot, But he has powerful

doing 1 . Drawing op a petition to the king, I
sappose, and geiling ax many signatores ds pos-
sible to it.”  Yes;that is it, exactly—but not in

appeal to Herod, for they kuow wel that it would
be uvavailing, They will offer vo gold to him,

there is to be no rising, no attempt to rescune
Peter by force. But they are “praying to God

for him withgut o simple bearted
people beﬁc:e ﬂm. and the

promises in their brondest and mest anlimited
sense. They believe that God can deliver Peter,
and they believe he will. They do net know how
itis to be effected, and doubiless*speculation is
rife on that point. They would readily use other
means for his deliverance besides - prayer, were

lieve as firmly as you or I do that “ God helps
thuse who lielp themeelves,” But in this case
they can do nothing but pray, because there is
really nothing else 1o be dove—and they believe
Lhint God, not only helps those who help them-
sclves, but there is another class whom they be-
lieve he also helps, viz., those who cannot help
themselves. * For he will hear the needy when
he erieth, the poor also, and him that hath no

. : ,Wu‘ G:%l:s&ng,&‘ wo- | ye rich men | ye menof the world | ye wily helper.”  Aod they intend to release Peter from

. Aprild, . : Dooley’s Building, Waterloo 8t. | polhiticians | ye scofférs, and yo ne lectors of sal- | the prison by orayer. But the time is shorteniog

vation'] look on this picture, apd fearn wisdom ! | down. This is their last opportunity—this night
« Seek the Lord while he may be found ! eall ye | setties the question. But they are not in the

pot : : 3 : i Il the
New W nd Shoe Manufactory, apon him, while he is near. Let the wicked man least discouraged. - They rediember too we

forsake his way and the unrighteous man his | history of their nation, and are too well versed in
" %Mﬂunq um:inm thoughts. Let{tim retoen nnmgthe Lord and he | the Psalmody of the Jewish church, to be dis-
are Dow ﬂm( to |

conraged because the time is shortening down.

assortment not | will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for J ¢ s
: mﬂ: Tﬂuﬁ“ﬂunuub -:g he will obnndu’nly ardon.”  Look away 1o the The banver still floats on Mount Meriab with Je-

offer THL

| 80, it must come from_heaven, not from earth— | zon hastening to his home. See ! see! who is

' e - e A NY . i | from - within—not from without. These grim this m'lhe prison { not one of the guards, not an
dous . e - y | walls bristling with pointed iron,—these E‘:g, exccutioner, but a celestial messenger ! an angel !
R O Rl ' A TP O (T g s gates, this horrid yard, grinsing with skulls and | —oue of those bright beings who are all minis-
RS, L Lk i oxL BAxes, 580- ‘| koletons—these instruments of tortare and | tering spirits, seot forth to minister to those who |

-Hul s o

gxa

of | sheeping between dnﬂiaq boand with two
cdd chaius, while the other inmates are only doomwed
badieg | to wear one, and the keepers before the door are
O .i',i s '““i “‘ p"‘oﬂ. :
‘-0;?; ¥ 3 ’Yoo:i’&u ! how intense must be his suffer-

‘a8 more that mnutmﬂ& fare, and

offices e , an |-& chain on each hand, and nothing bat the prison
X crea \Nr floor to sit or lie on ; how impossible it must be
o ll far short of e | for him to rest! How iwpossible it must be for

y : . : :
1y | € » ¢ Ve e ]
el B S | 3

X Lk »ARTME) ¥

i that long line of u
:f";::. t::d-km:h“sofzu;l :':,%,';:__o_ often tound, and_ shall often again f,i’nd, that
They are bearing the royal corpse to its last rest- | * Man's extremity is God’s opportunity. :
i lace, And then gaze for a while at that Ha'! what means this light —is there a fire in
l;.fnl; boy.ond ! for you may be made wiser and the city ! or are the execationers coming with lan-
tl t o back to the
other estab: beﬁt't::.bywt ave :,.km.'t::",sgu :,,y have | horrid barbarity of the other Herod, who sent and
onr the abode of pain of ivntchédnen, and of | bebeaded John in the prison.” Hark ! do yon
misery. - Perhaps the p’ﬁ”g may present a more hear-the cry of firoe—no, no alarm=—no sound save
be | pleasant picture. It ‘may be that purity and the tramp, tramp, tramp of the sentry, pacing his
' W“ n)‘, b"‘ a m even in the Pri.o‘. If ronn(ll, or the distant foolfall Of the belated citi-

| bhim to sleep ! He is to be execated to-morrow
is yearis | too, His wife, his friends, all that he holds dear ence | -
nce the| on earth, are to be severed from him for ever— chains drop. from his wrists and fall with a he"ff

ath, can have no tenden of th 1 shall ‘be heirs of salvation. Ah ! poor Herod !
t‘:ﬁh'ﬂz:b?o:mm u'dc:o?ﬁ;,::udm e:::Q ;:; what avail {qg[‘wallu! your chains? l;our guards?
| the cells. . How narrow ! how dark ! how fetid 1 | True, yon
bow loathsome to every sense! Let us look
| round for our prisoner, for Peter, Ab there he is!-

ave sixteen soldiers here whose busi-

must far exceed the and des death of a vile malefactor, isto be | clank upon the floor. The soldicrs start, ha

62noR S Voo - pied g gt te e :

verag i - yeur | his doom !  Alas, what anguish must harrow up | open their eyes, pat out their bands as thongh
C 0 wad 889, the sum assuced £387,753 he premium | his sonl | what agony fill both body and mind | | feeling to see that all is safe, and again relapsé into
©i 19864 86 4d. 'These figuces show a ver OXIGAEOR | How is it possible I wonder, that he can lie so the deep heavy breathing, indicative of the sonnd-
',':f;*"-, W Pre still | Come a little nearer and look | astouishing! | est sleep. * Buckle wp your girdle,” says the
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bed is & “uncomfortable one.
stpe; Cowe s little hearer still nd
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even

roal banefactors

‘he is asleep ! hesleeps. Ounc can sleep
ws then in a'p,r;:ﬁ! " He sleeps, though lis

to allow him all the accommodation m

t he should be treated after this fashion  What
 he that be should be

you, and follow me.” The door is opened apd

“ the iron

poses himself Lo have just awakened from tra-

"0

r is to be be- | pectation of the people of the Jews.” And now
o he giveth | what are his next thoughts. * Shall I make m;

seape | Yes, cortaioly. * The will of God

| But, I hat does all this mean t I see
, "%‘: n the homse. Are they sick. Hi
 {what is all this 7 [ hear the wo

prayer.”  Yes, Peter, pause a moment.

bed yoar wa
 our last

8, and have ndt sharved to declare to
el of God.” You have been with us
sorrow | and in seasons of juy,
with these who wept, and
4hliose .whe: rejoiced: - Yon have
a deep and heartfolt ioterest in
ion, aud bave succecded 10 mnking
Jpou the minds of
who are more aged, in
en of their apprecia-

"doii'*B’ibt&ér. permit me on behalf

‘here Wskembléd, to present you
plf, Mrs. Harvey and

ﬁ?mpgpriou,
n Wi
Faome ok
friends in the éity and they are exerting them- .}590 aod
selves in his behalf. * And pray, what are they

with our best  for
family, and
your sense of the word. They intend to make o | taiving

in cash, and useful articles

ing e $23.34, in all . $52.16, as =
of our love and respect for you as a

W PaLmer.

they will not attempt to bribe the guard. And

en and Friends—It affords me
be permitted to meet with

e To the

y all the wn any roceRsion
myself and famil
ful for this evidence of your appreciation of me
as a minister of our Lord. Daring the seven
vears that I havé been with yoo, I have felt 1o be
satrounded by frieuds whose efforts have been
combined with my own, and zeulously put forth
for the advancement of the ecause of Christ. And
gratefal to God for the evidence we have
had from time to time that we have not labored
together in vain. - My friende, some who are with
us, and others who have crossed the flood will
tesiify to the beuefit of our naited efforts and la-
ber of love. § y

Dear Brethren and Friends,
sincere thanks, and also Mus.
expression of your love and appreciation.
pray that God may supply you with every needfal
grice and blessing, and grant us a happy meeting
in the heavenly world to part ne more.

J. G. Harvey.

there any other. means to he used, For they be-

ease accept my
arvey's, for this

For the Ohristian Visitor.
Revision of the English Scriptures.

hovah-jireh emblazoned wpon it, and they have: Aurricax Bisug Uxiow,
No. 82 Great Jones Street, New
The Briush and Foreign Bible Society is the
largest and most iofluential orgamization of the
Its Counstitution declares that
“ the only copies of the Holy Seriptures, in the
languages of the United Kingdom to be circulated
by the Society, shall be the authorized version.”
o change ¢an be made io this article of the Con-
The only possibility of avy improve-
ment, therefore, in the English Seriptures eirca-
lated by this body depeods, under God, upon the
vernment, which aothor-
izes the yersion.  The Queen, the Privy Council,
and the Church of Eagland are appealed to as
responsible parties, and ‘the sanction of Par-
d as necessary, to give full and
ity for a thorough emendation of
the version. Since the organization of the Bible
Union, and as one of the imporiant consequences
of its publications, numerous articles for

cals have been written in_ Eogland and
in favor of an authorized revision of the English
Biblew Dean Trench and Dean Alford have
lished successive volumes on the subject, an
'Review, the oldest and best known of
the British Quarterlies, has given to the world an
article advocating the project, in which clearness
«f views, purity of pringiple, sonndness of judg-
~intelligence, vie with
illastration. But

kiad in the world.
terns and torches and weapons, to enact over the

action of the British

adequate au

ness it is to keep Peter in custody ; but there are
*“ more thau twelve legions of angels” ready to re-
Jease him. You bave barred aod locked your
iron gates and doors‘upon your prisoner, but bis
God is walcling over him, who cares not for your
magsive walls, gates and bars. Bat see, Peter
wakes not, and the heavy breathing of the sol-
place | Fed on the coarsest diers show that thoy too are undisturbed. A
perhaps not fed at all, | smart blow ju the side arouses Peter, who sits v

‘and stares stupidiy around him, bewildered with.
the scene, and evidently supposing that he is
dreaming.  His sandals have been laid aside, his
girdle nnlogsed, and his mantle thrown off. Aand
as he rises in obedience to the angel’s order, his

neat, and corrcetuess
earncstness of zeal and power of
the hopelessness of these efforts is apparent, as
way be scen in the history of the American

The American Bible Society states in its Con-
stitution that “the only copies (of the Holy
Secriptures) in the English language, to be circu-
lated by the Socioty, shall be of the version now
io common use.” v

Io the year 1847 the Committee on Versions
“to collate the editions of the

blished by this Society with
, They reported,
and their report was adopted, in the yvear 1851,
and the Society ordered all' the
versioh to be conformed to the edition
ed in uecordance with the recommendations
ey . of th&, Committee “’lind&;‘ their supervision.”
| d Fire | ly into his face. How id | how serene | | gate that leads into the city ;” it opens slowly of | The Comumittee consisted of Rev. Drs. Gardner

joss—without | m !:-‘-WM?MP:::‘. wan bave done, | its own accord, and you can alnost hear the hor- | Spring, Thoias Cock, Smwuel H, Turner, Edward
Fondil Ol :  afte Rohinson, Thomas E. Vermilye, John M'Clintock,
and Richard 8. Storrs, Jr.

nnﬁel soothingly. Peter obeys mechanically.
“ Now put your sandals on and tie them,” This
re must be a painful one. 1 can seenothing | is done. “ Now get up, wrap your cloak round
r him but the bare earth. I see vo pillow
er his head. Each hand is chaived to the

English Bible .

' those issued in Great Britain,”

X : they pdm o::t. T-k'; your time, Peter, there is

hand_of a soldier, thongh they seem auxious | no nee arry., The soldiers inside the prison

: s a4 yid ible, his | will not awake, and those outside will notsec you.

yet be | They have passed * between” the guards (for #o | p
more_ | the word signifies.) They have reacizd

plates of the

rid, horrid noise it makes as it grinds, and grates,

and grumbles and groans on its ht{ge, hideous
and goarded with binge®; and then closes after thema with a 4

why he bas com- | that startles the goard, who pause and look

’ men on | round, and speak to each other of the shock of an

: for years on which | earthquake. The angel passes over one street

: ble to his natien, aye, and | and Peter follows, when the supernatural light

- | to the whole world. Aud this is the very cause | vanishes ; the angel is gove, and Peter is left

& | of all the tronble. O earth, thou hast not. yet, | alove i the darkness. For an instant he sup-

the lapsc of eighteen centurics, loarned

by and bye. * We wait

The geotleman who
part of the labor was
. \ ape. At the close of their
work, the Committee state, that “ the number of
rded by the collator, solely in the
tion of the six copies compared,
hort of twenty-four thousand,”
and that in making the emoudations th
perfect undnimity.”

From their report we eopy a few passages:
*In Rath iii,, 15, all the ot copies read,

| she went into the city ;" but the Hebrew and the
‘and he went into the X

“nor awake my love, till he

and transiators : * till she plesse.” - Yet in Caut. iii,
b, and  viii., 4, where the

All these inces have, of course, been
' to mn
‘copies read ; * wash

Jumes, W, Mo

variations reco

: | #ant dream or vision, and turns bimself as if ex-
for thy | pecting to feel the pull of the soldiers at the end
" Poter is an enemy to sin in ot_'-h.u chains. Bat the brisk night air soon lﬁ:
my to Satan and all Lis vassals. | bim to his senses. He looks up. There shine.
ims to be the king and god of this | constellations. He looks ronnd. These streets
ct almost all obey, bates | and faiiliar houses assare him that all js real,
 destroy him. i he |and De exclxims, “Now I know of a surety that
as wheat.” To- | the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered
stence of the king and | me out of the hand of Herod and frow all the ex- |
28,7 Poesest
_ . in Josh, xix.,

that. ‘Bt wot antil I have let | '
Sheba;’ but

1 koow.  I'll jatntqmd hereto |, .
Mary’s house, and call up Marcus, * my own son
o1’ in the b’ »&nﬁ .l;i; off to el the

o o ol syt oL
haps the MM“MWM“:;% n¢

<o heir tears

tween two of the most learned members of the
Cowmittee, Dr. Robinson objected to the word
“ Easter,” as baviag no authority in the Greck

expressed the opinion that the Episcopal Church
would never consent to have it changed. Even-

ing Episcopalians and Presbyterians raised ao
alarm. They feared the least innovation. Touch
the Bible, they said, and the Church is in dan-
ger. Cootroversy and agitation followed ; and
at a subsequent meeting of the Society, the whole
work was undone, and the old faults and errors
restored in the plates, and consequently in every
subsequent edition. The Committee on Versions
sent in a written protest, and all resigned their
itions.

. ‘Buch facts leave noroom for hope in respect to
Bible Societies—like the British and Foreign,
and the American. Amoag their numerous sup-
porters, representing varions denominations, a
sufficient number of objectors ean always be found
to paralyze any attempt to improve the English
version, and they ean elways ' ad the originsl
object of the erganizations, and appeal 10 conser-
vative prejudice.

The Government of Great Britain is least of all
likely to undertake or nuthorize a work which, if
thoroughly and faithfally executed, could not fail
to undermine the pretensions and wedken the sa-
premaecy of the Church of England; and, if im-
perfectly done, would provoke the opposition of
the learned and the pious of all denominations.
Nuamerous defects have been pointed out in the
Common Version, during & period of two hundred

authority,” or the union of evangelieal denomi-
pations in Great Britain or America, than there
was Lwo centuries ago. Those who anticipate
such a solution of a difficult problem must be but
slightly acquainted with the numerous doctrinal
and denominational questions that are unavoid-
ably affected by a faithful rendering of the He-
brew and Greek Scriptares into English. The
constitutions, the history, the ecstablished cus-
toms, and the vested property and pecaviary in-
terests of the two largest and most powerful be-
nevolent societies that ever existed, the prejudices
of education, and the possession of Bibles and
Testaments not revised, array the great bedy of
the religions public against it. To wait for the
radical and almcst universal change that must
take place, before the accomplishment of such an
 object, is to postpone the work for many geuer-
atious, if not forever.
WM. H. WYCKOFF,
Corresponding Secretary.

Sr. Jonn, February 1869.
Dear Eprror—Will you have the kindoess to
insert the following selection in the columns of
the Visitor ?
Yours very truly,
W. 8. McKen~zs.
Babbath Hours at Home.

The mumister may preach with power, the
teacher may be faithful in the Sabbath School,
and seed thus sown may promise a rich harvest
and vet the enemy may pluck it np ere it takes
root ; even in the christian home.

Miss 8., a giddy girl, was questioned as to the
preachiog of her pastor and replied: It is elo-
quent and powerfal—for the time being ; but for
some/reason, no matter how deep the impression
I feel while he is speaking, it all vanishes when I
reach home. At church he always strikes me as
an execllent preacher, but I change my mind and
he is nobody as soon as I am beyond the charm

is anything but glitter there.”

The pastor was an earnest devoted servant of
Christ, fainting beneath toil and discouragement,
and a few in the church, among whom was Miss
S.'s father, were worrjing at him and fretting
themselves with the question *“ why don’t we
have a revival?”

His friend spoke of him as a most taithful and
excellent man, whese piety raised him abeve any
of the clap traps which she styled ¢ glitter,” and
she replied triumpbaotly, “ Father thinks very
liittle of bis ability, and says he will never build
np the church —that we shall not have a revival
Ltill we get a diffcrent minister. Last Spriog 1
thonght much of him, but wiser heads didn'y, it
seems. Deacon L. took tea with us one Sunday
afternoon communion, as tho time was too short
for him to go home. He knew bim in college,
and says he had such work to get through! He
actually rang the bell 1o help himself out® I
used to think him quite eloguent before that;
byt now all his solemn dignity seems ludicrous.
I always think of his tagging at the bell rope
when be walks up the aisle. How * circomstau-
cos alter cases,” don’t they? Father said last
Sunday after church “it was so ridiculous to see
A man who once rung a college bell and swept
the halls, for aught he knew, putting oo sach
airs !

The “ dignity” which seemed to this family s
ladicrous was merely the solemnity resting on a
godly man who felt deeply that*he must give ae-
count for their careless sonls; his “ airs” were
the earnest, agonizing pleadings with them for
their own great interests, Here was a trifling
young sinner, who more than once resisted the
spirit which called through his voice, now hard-
enilg herself in ufibelief and justifying herself by
speaking lightly of God's servant, and who is re-
speusible

Look in on her christian home when 1ts thany
members are gathered round the table loaded
with God’s bounty. = The sermon is eriticized as

.|is the minister's gait and manner in ascending

the pulpit stairs. ' The eldest son who has begun
to uverstep the family rules, and to feel that be is
out-growing the necessity of church as he did
three ycars ago that of Sunday School, remarks
| that the parson had on a new suit—ready-made
—from Oak Hall to-day, and all laoghed at his
keon wit! Encouraged by his snccess another
of the boys remarks that the sexton hal put the
‘Bible oo the desk opside down, and the minister

| gave out his text so, but discovered his mistake

| 10 time.  Miss 8. rejoins that a man who knows
" | as much as he !AQL' '

s in {owell upside down as any way, and the christiac
® | father and mother langbed, little thinking the|

he does, ought to rcad-ag

their approval of such trifling might cest themy
the souls of their children, ‘l‘hge family ate, drewn'y
and were merry, and left the table Ior an after:

's rest at home. ) 2 '

; be | where was the man of God Whom thif

ther and mother should have been sustaining|
whose labors they ought to have, watered yi&
“There was o social family dinuer for him
v in bis_nh@.umoviudnd to utg
by the levity of Mr. S.'s children in th,
of God, and the daoger of siuners, feelin;:

4

and Dr. Tarner, the Episcopal scholar and divine, |

taally, “ Passover” was put in the margin. Lead- |

and fifty years, and numerous appeals have been |
made in favor of its improvement, but there is no |
more prospect of its being performed by * regal |

of his voice. -On the whole 1 don’t think there |

ness. ahE o L
" el redding snd sesh Sikbatmallh e i ¢
. Cing i""::‘?‘ r 4

"THE OFFICE OF Tii&

CHRISTIAN VISITOR,
68 PRINCE WILLIAM STREET.
Samxt Jonw, N. B.

REV. 1. E. BILL,

Edaitor and Proprictor.
Address all Communications and Businees

Letters to the Editor, Box 194, St. John, N, B.

Che Christian Pisitor

Is emphatically a Newspaper for the Family.

It furnishes its readers with the latest intelligence,
ReLIGIOUS AND SECULAR.

e e

The case of Mr. S. is a real-and not an ununsual
ove. lle would not have treated any one craelly
with settled intentions; he could.not have dared
to stand in God's way or_to wrong those who are
dear to Him as the apple of his eye.  He loved
the Lord and desired the progress of Iis cause
in the world, and above all, be wanted his child-
ren to go to heaven. And yet by his thought-
lessness he_was actually helping the enemy of all
sonls more than the veriest intidel in the land
could do. Had that giddy giil and those trifling
boys heard a servant of God ridiculed and his
worship ridiculed, they would have starfed in
horror. They would have turned from the poi-
soned cop offered by a foe, but took without
question any draught given or allowed by their
father., *

Sabbath hours at home are liaden with the

iristian parents should follow up the services of
the sanctuary by instroction and prayer, and on

L;ost, awfully solemn respounsibilitics. In them

| no account by levity and inconsistency be stamb-
{ling blocks in the way of their families. ~God
tooly knows how much ministering servants have
| to contend with, and how mueh the great work
! of lifc is thus hindered. And these are the men
{ who gruwmble that we have no revivals, and that

our churches are not fuller. They are no hypo-
erites, nor yet are they sound asleep. They are
just enough awake to realize that much must be

' dove, but not enough to doit. It is high time

for all to shake off their sloth and 1ise to the

; work, for the day cometh in which no man can

work.
—eet R G R

Amusements.

Our correspondents not long since called atten-
tion to this subject, Clristian parents are some-
what sadly perplexed in deciding for the children
this question of amusements. If the chords of
discipline are held too tightly, there is danger that
the child inay sever them, and rush madly on in
the path of disobedience. Oa the other hand too
much indulgence may create a morbid appetite
for the caroal and the sensual, which may result in
ruin,

Professors of religion sometimes seck to justify
themselves in indulging in very objectionable
modcs of amusement, to their great spiritoal in-

jury. A correspondent of the Canadian Baptist
deals with this question in the following sensible
style.

The bow that is always bent will lose its elasti-
city. The eye and the car have an appetite for
pleasure as truly as our nature has an appelite for
food. All nature is beautiful. The sun might
rise and set without fringing the clouds with gold.
Flowers might bloom without fragrance and fruits
might ripen without flavour. God loves beauty.
Surely this earth is his garden as a flower pot is
mine.

It is pleasant to see people happy. But amuse-
ments must be tested as well as every thing else.
Thousands of things disappoint us in this world.
Some lights shine only to deccive. A base sove-
reign may look hke gold. Books with gilt edges
may have poison within. We are often deceived
by appearauces. 1f amuasements are costly they
must be avoided. 1f they are injarions to healtl,
or lead into temptation they must ot be touched.
If the heart is sviled by amusements it cannot be
cleansed with fuller’s soap. The harp that is
broken may be repaired and the lamp that is ex-
tinguisbed may be rekindled, bat if a flower fades
its fragrance can never be restored.  So it is with
the soul. If I indulge in amusements which lead
me into sin. I may be lost and perish for ever.

I do not want to prevent persons from having
amusement, but aim to draw them from those
which are anlawfol. Yoang people, like the pro-
digal, start in scarch of amusement and like him
soon find themselves feeding swine. Amusements
should be refreshing, invigorating and pure. Like
slecp they should have a 1ccuperative power and
strengthen us for work. How easily we were
pleased in the days of our youth. A top and a
kite, a ball and a fishing rod, with a gun seemed
to be all that we required. It would be well for
many il they were pleased with such simple sport.
Maoy of our amuscinents now are pernicious, and
injurions to healtb. What has a christian to do
with shuﬁimg cards, shaking dice, or propelling an
ivory ball along "a billiard table.  Such amause-
ments sow the seeds of dissipation in the hearts of
our youth. Can a christian be happy in a cireus
or a theatre, or mingling in the giddy dance till
the midnight hour.  Pnaul says, * She that liveth
in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” These
things never lift the mind to heaven, bat gradually
fill it with impurity. The blackest dens of vice
flourish round such places of amusemwent. The
trustees of the Tremont Theatre in Boston ho-
oestly and opeoly confessed that it could vot be
sustained unless saloons and gambling houses were
standing by its side. The living charch of the
living God can have no fellowship with sach un-
fruitful works of darkoess, but mast “ rather re-
prove them.”

Let our youth beware of bad companions. Their
lips * drop as an hoveycumb,” but ** their steps
tuke hold on hell.” A few decayed apples will
corrupt all that are in the barrel. Oue gambler
will taint and poison a whole village.

If the ears constantly hearken to vain cénver-
sation, and the eycs always gaze upon vice, the
whole man will be corrupt. In selecting our
friends, we inust winnow the great mass of society,
blow away the chaff, and select the golden grain.
But bad bodks are worse than bad men. To read
the novels of the day for amusement, is the worst
kind of amuscment. Aun impare literature is the
curse of the age. An invisible stream of unclean-
ness is ever gliding beoeath your feet. Bad books
are hidden io boxes, bay-lofis, and all manoer of
dark holes. I baveseen pictures taken oat of the
pockets of young men which-would crimson the
tace of virtue itself. Troops of vice, gangs of des-
peradoes and monstrous deeds of wickedness are
marched before vs in the novels of the present
day, while their lies, plots, crimes and jests about
religion, almost glow with anjofernal lustre. Such
literatare is worse than the plagoes of Egypt. It
turas our water into blood, and ali manuer of un-
clean Lhings creep forth, which taint our atwos-
phere, smite every green thing, and poison ibe
wind. These black pampblets circalate among
travellers, nestle in our stores, sell in our
and seevetly float snong our youth from hand to
hand for midnight reading. They leave a curse
instead of a blessing behind them.  Those who
refuse such reading and reject such amusements,
are purer and healthier than those who induige in.
them. Such things rather feed every evil passion
until all passions are absorbed in one, and that

passion when it has barat out every :
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