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Growth in the sphere of the soul's religions kife is

a doctrine of the Bible, frequently enunciated and
variously illustraied oo its sacred pages, while it
is nlso presented as a duty, planly aud positively
'ca)qnnd upon those who have been made the
children of God by the regeuerating encrgy of
the Uuly Spirit.  This much in general is ad-

But not a few, and
{ sotne, 100, of the most ‘intelligent and devotedty
piviis people in the brotherhood of the Christian
Cliirchy séem 1o have nodigtinet and decided views
in regard to this required advancement. Nor is

bewildered with doubt as to whut and how much
and. rth conflicting |
t ul‘:‘:dm” &d‘?y’ %Ul‘ ‘theme
withiu ass of the ehristian religion, while,

what is nearly s anprofitable, from both the
Palpit and the Press is almost constantly issaing a

oﬁ&iuond :

uﬂng of ﬂpfeniodw disjointed and Ilorwary
:w ng with vague and reiterated
mn the doctrine and the duty ot

Procarss i the christian life; without defining,
or-even A to define, the Narure and
Lawurs !.ho tnnh inculcated. . There are those
who are ing, and tosowe extent striving, for
| more ¢ iplete devclopment of their religious life.
’l’h“" : and need not, question their Reers

ie evidence on whicl they rest the

" belm they have been born again of the Spirﬂ.

fu ve, at Jeast satisiaclory. Bat this is

(oxby 0e w GOBM not y foesit is only the beginning of the
xi sﬂxg‘“ qmlam Iife.. They feel that (;.hcy should aspire
'ﬂrﬂ uito & v and richer  christian
e km & Uabinet Risewsod,Cnse

33“'. mutu Swell, of great. W‘i ‘that they should gain a greater like-
?&' sl ”' m onimod ":. J“'W s that they should ‘o0 from the
g AV ‘weakness of u spiritnal chitdhood to the strength

I k Wal. | We )
nu:::&::ut?‘;l. Nai W;::;;d me in e a. fof & ul ug::w But these longing und

“These hmu

e in evs mmutqu el
’nmlﬁ::'nld s:% per oent, lese ’bu !

uls.de not succeed in making any real
ciuble atisinments, Dissatisfivd, restiess
ouraged they settle down at c.ngth into
noe and  inaction, to be reawakened by
‘m /impulse to renewed aspiration and
to rélapse again, after a few una-
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il ing mnzm, into a ‘state of spivitual aud
‘emnsen ; depression. . The christian life of
up of per'odwul. pumodlc and wo-

ion **the measove of the staiare of
 thie faloess of Cbrist.”  After years and decades
of years they aré still “echildren, tossed to and ﬁ-o,
‘and il:fm t with eve t,:md of ductnnq
here are who imbibe soie enﬁn‘am
the rencwed nan should
mggn'm%vmo thl “Suddenly
y beldl, Afms boastingly, declare that Uhey
by » & e boond. reached the appginted
attai gonl of christian excellence, u sort
f winles perﬁcuon, a state al least in which they’
N0 ﬁ ger conscious of sin, and have no further
1 1o supplicate forgiveisss, while they
fornish enly a distorted and in many cases a re-
pww speimen of chrisiiau character.  Sowe of
yoa have read a recent story, as tald by a |
preacher, of a man who bad been a very
decent, dmm and comfo:table christian, much
beloved and eminently nseful in the chuwich of
-hu:h he was a member, but it happencd, while
uuw(.mg a Cam E Meeting, that he suddenly ex-
perienced what he
tion. From that hour he became most ancom-
fortable and disagreeable, creating general dis:
qiietade by his perpetual eriticisis and ceusures
inflieted upon all with whom he came in contact
Neither bis pastor-vor his bFethren, nor any oune
else, could live in harmony and. peace with him,
Such eases of spiritual malformation are originated
citherin entirely faise or in defective views of what

vh is inyalved and. requircd 1n. the spiritual growth

_destined attainments of the renewed sonl.
Jut let us at once endeavor to trace m the
teuchmgs of the text before us—

ru: oqurm OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE.

st powpt is, that this growth proceeds
that is o tt has m beginning
: 8nd‘eonti¢mﬁ Him.

1.0 It hasits Bkonnmm n Olwm. The great
ﬁh!h that underlies the whole sabject and all the
fucts pertaining 10 it, is the new birth of the soal.
Fim and most. imwrmv. of all, lying at the basis

of all, we must be in the Divioe hfe if we wou'd
gtow ;q it. ‘We mast ass. from nutqre to grm:q.
| come into_and qudag rist, ere we can grow or
| begin to grow ap into lun. his isthe rat and
fandamental oo?ﬁltidn of spiritual growth.  Prior

‘regeneration the soul is without life. Tt is

in sses and 8ins,” The mun thinks,
feels, speaks and acts, that is to say, he has facul-
ties nud ies for ‘the animal, the emotional

| and the rational exercises of a human being.  Ba:
. |there is a life which the unrenewed and ml

Muwl&h%ﬁﬁ;‘”m;

lﬂ”‘ak
s ngo\f

ﬁ'ﬂnﬁ;“a ¢

it surprising to find 8o many walking in darkness, .

is to be accepied as esscutial truth on this sulject,

denominated ebristian perfee--

renewing | 8¢l
The

, {tbe way in which some.
. | salvation by the atoning

nated in the human soul it is thoaght that it can
and mwust bé sustained and increased henceforth
by the sélfsprung moral encrgies, and by the
praetical religious dutits of the ‘rencwed mnp,
That is to say, under the appropriate situations:
and infloenees which lie within our sphere of
choice, we mauy aund should caltivate and matare
the germ of the wew life iimplavted in regeneration,
| 1o vther words, our growih in the religious life.
having been made possible, we are to carry it fot-r
ward by SELF CULTURE, - DOt, of course,

from and mdependent ‘of Divine aid, but by &
self-caliure directed and assisted froin above— |
which is making practical piety the cause inst

of she effect of  christian growth, But note and
ponder these significant. = He
‘abideth iv me, and i in him, the same bri
{ forth waéh frait.  If a man abide not'in me,
is cast forth as a braneh and is withered.” Again,
“ He that hath the Son hath Life.” - Onece more,
“ [ live, yet not L but Christ liveth in me; aud
‘the life which I now live in the flesh, I live bv the,
taith of the Son of God” —i. ¢, by the faith whieh
He imparts, and of which He Himself is the

a vital union, sustained
and noanshed by fuith, between the revewed sovl
and s invisible Savivar, By virtac of this union
with Christ the new life of the regenerated is re-
enforeed, expanded and invigorated, and 0 en-
riching the ouiward life with the parity and
adornments of pracuical pioty ; working from the
inward to the outward, muking all ehristian virtues
the product, and not the producing forces of -
aplr tual advancement,

‘T'his doctrine of a vital union between Chm
and the Chbristian is a profound and insoluble
mystery, Some regard it and ridicule it is as
mysticism. - But it 18 & mysticism taught in the
Bible. The vital and organie union of the vine
and its branches is the illustration employal
the Great Tencher to set it forth, The Apost
Paal'in Ins writings 1s coustantly recurring 1o this

reenguize the doctrine

scheme, The most eminent christians in every
age have held to the doctrine that the spiritual
life-of the soul is nourished, developed and per-
fected by a living and conseious union with Christ
by faith ; not by self calture; not by the perfor-
maneeof those daties which make ap the external
decoram of a christian discipleship ; not by any
self-sprung  straggles of the inward life ; nor by
anyconscientious discharge of the pruucal duties
of & christian profession, but by a vitsl, organic
fand counscions onepess with Christ,—a oneness
begotten, sestained, completed by faul; in H,nn u,
“ the Way, the Troth and the Live.” = Ob, breth

ren, without. this ;plruuul organic, lu ing, con-
scious conjunction with oar Divine Head, from
whom proceeds all christian vnaln.y and ngor,
oar aspivations, aund struggies, and prayers, and
sighs, and ‘tears for religious progress must be
unavailing.  Religions activily canuot sustain it-
sgll. ~ Without the hidden Life, the ‘holy, vita!
foree, that uuion with Christ supplies to animate
sud propel christian activity, it will fall hke a
dead arm, The secret life, originated and invig-
ofoud by anion mtb éhrm, must energm every
pract\cul duty of our religious profession, ag vigor
it every fibre of our physieal frame must come
from the strong, cahn, faithfal beat of the heart.
Tbe christian grows ‘not by his will wor by bis
works, He might as well attempt to create life
uider the ribs of death as sirive by bis volitios,
or by the external decorum of a christian profes:
sion, to make. spiritunl growth. There is life
withio us with all the laws of life when Chrm is
within us, and we are io Him. by a vital aod vrv
orous faith.

. Pussiog from this view of the inherent and m 0-
tical relation between a regenerated soul and it
Saviour, us the orginating and nourishing pnnclgde
of optmnal growthy I come to eonsider—

1L “That this growth tends up to Christ, "That
is to say, wo are to make Christ” in his “imntable
virtaes the MopeL of christian attainments, asd to
miake oor christian attainments with an eye single
to his Grory, - Our lpu'iwul growth teads up to
Christ—

‘1. As tla&lloonofohrukanmdln«. When
and as soon as the man. i-muod«;ut:i sinlt.o'thga:g
Iife by 1he. rating grace of the Loly it
Jesus stands g:hre him as the one perfecl stand-
nxd of ehristian attainments and exce Iencet,
ing, * Learn_of me,” and “ Follow me.”
epg le t’u\l 1eaches that we were produtinqod

the w@rere pu ‘of God “ 1o be conform-

of his Son” And the Savious,

in tlut m«&mdry prayer off red for bis followers
just “prior 1o his eracifizion, puyi.*’!hnhoy
be one, even as we are one.” Tlnndvo@u

‘of a Humanitarian theology which rcjects the
doctrine ot Christ's Diviny, and, as a_ legitimate
-covsequence, the collateral doctrine of his vm\mﬂp
death, charge the ministers and wembers of evau-
gelical q:mhn wn,h ulvuuon by grace

10 the e i wing. In other’ words,
Lw declare ¢ that lhe octrive of the Xwnemcnt,
which makes sin’ rdoublu, hnd tﬁe attainorent
‘of the bliss of heaven on the basis of

‘have set forth the plau of
work of Christ has fur- |
; nhhed too nuch ‘fo\mo for the chwrge in ques-

lh. clu:
~ For whﬁu m&mw

WM

h sio that

objeet.  In these, and iv many similar texts, we |

trath as a fundumental article in the Gospel

The

cmm’c sacrificiul death, is a du&uﬁn*..s on-|
dre M}ugun low standard ttf christian-moralivy, and |
an | that, M xumtbcxmtysﬁwud

: “}m e ik
yuy oy e individuals whose. vames are. here given, for the

£ amwamhmwm«m i
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metrical christian growth.
hita w all things”—i. e.,in all thin
to fulpess and  symmetry of christian character.
The perfection and beauty of the religious growth
are found, in the unity and symmetry of all the
cardioal virtnes and - graces of a gospel disciple-
ship, and not in the suliency, vigor and brilliancy
of some one or two. As the body may become
monstrous by an anduoe develogmenz of any part
or organ, or may be made w

suppressing and dwarfing some of its members,
while others are developed and strengthened, so
the christian cbarcter may be contorted and dis-
figured, and what would be beénatifa) and attrac-
tive, if found in harmocious und bealthfal combi-
uAtion, is deformed and repulsive, by contrast and-
comparison with that which bas been watured.
There are those who are onesided, narrow-minded,
crooked and erotchety.
vate some of the admirable aud attractive virtues
of a christian character. Bat these salient virtues |
cast a withering shadow wpon ‘those less promi:
nent, but quite as much needed in the work and
the worship of a religious life. These individu-
als are not evenly and bealthfull
lack that just proportion and deficateadaptation of
the gifts aond graces which impart uoity, sym-
wetry, beanty and vigor to christian character.
Now we must grow up iinto Cbrist in all-things.
Giving all ditigence, dd 1o your faith, virtue;
and to vm.ue, knowledge ; and to knowledge,
| temperatce (self control); and to temperance,
patience ; and 1o paticnce, godliness ; and to
godhnn». brotherly kindness ; aud to. brotherly
kfndness, charity. ~ For i} these things be.in you
and abound, they mske you that ye shall veitber
be barren nor uufruitfol in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus” And * Finally, brethren, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
(grave or decorous), whatsoever things are just,
(right), whatsoever things are pure, (clear in
valore, transparent in. purpose, and free from all
moral taint), whatsoever things are Jovely ; what-
soever thiugs are of good report, (well lpoken of);
if there be any virtue
there be any pnme,
other ohject of praise besi.
fied), thluk on these thin
the possibilities of chrisliau attainment and excel-
lence, to be wrought into, the character, and ex-
hibited in. tbe conduct. “Till we all come ivto the
anity of the faith, and.of ‘the kuowledge of the |
Son of God, unte a perfect man, onto the measare
of the stﬁtnre of the fuluess of ‘Ohrist.. from ‘whom |
the whole body fitly joined together and compact-
ed by that which every joint supplieth, according -
to the effectual worluug of every part, maketh
increase of the body.”

lit'oopna op before us!
with ‘our present meagre attainments. Let us
earnestly covet every spiritual gift, in all its fal-
ness, power and beuut.y There are'in onr christian
life depths deeper thian sny we have yet sounded,
and heights loftier than any we have yet sculed
We cannot. afford to be indolent,
and uumgn grace we are delivered and destined
for the hig

Shall we linger beliind io the were drudgery of
doing just enough of religi
conscience and to keep our hope of entermg
heaven from expiring! A lhvxu;. that will bring
1be membership of our Clmuhu into the sphere of
a * Higher Chmtun Life” isthe want of the hour.
With the
vitality and what vigor, what action and what
resalts of action would signalize our history as a
devomination durin
year.
we should have to bring up at our next avniversary
of this Association, Let us, the Ministers. aod
Pastors of these Chorches, lead in
which ‘we invite and urge our hearers. In the
Pulpit ‘must the work begin, and speedily, and
surely will the qnickened life of the Pulpit be felt
in tho Pew,

WZ» GJ eﬁbd. Presi
as urged H*‘!

purposes in the sublime scheme of human re-

dcmptlon i3, “ That we should be to the praise of
his g!m -
the inspired Apostle of the Gentiles “ to the Snints
in Christ Jesus,” and mark the frequency of this
idea of making the glory of God the aim of the
Christian life, and the end of its advancement to-

Wwards perfeetion. Ultimately and preewminently
to accowplish in the redeewed this grand parposc
was, the plan of redemption devised anc executed.
With his own glory in view the Son of God par-
chased and reclaimed, pardoned and renewed us.
He came, and suffered, and sacrificed, and died,
not only that we might live through him, but alsv
that « {!

| selves, but nato
aguin,”  * Oh; then, let as rise above the com-
won and low level ‘of living merely to save our
souls from the merited doom of sin,
to_acquire and to cultivate the bigher, holier,

nobler purpose of living and aeting for the glory .
of him who “ hath called us out of darkness into

his marvelloas hght," in order that we ahould

“show forth the praise and’ glory of his grace’

Read over the epistles addressed by

nceforth we ‘should not live unto our-
Yim who died for ue and rose

Let us hasten

I,  We should aim for a complete and sym-

“ May grow up into
that pertain

aond. unsightly by

They possess and ealtis

balanced. They

mon! meﬂenco), and if
othér virtue, or any

" i. e, ponder. them as

Oh, brethren, what a progression in the divine
vLiet us not be satisfied

For_ by divioe -
and boly ead of being like Christ.

ous duties Lo quict

of ' such an nlukolmg what

the ‘¢nsuing " Associational
What a record of conversions and additions

© way to
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uququ,
‘hdi. .l Martha wn-an. $0.50 |

W. JL w 1.00 Justus Brown, 40
)., 5.00{Mrs. Justus Invn, 25
~Wilson, = .1,00{Hulda; &0
Beak, 1.00C. Flower, M, D.. 1.00

dw. e _
$0.50
1.00
1.00

n those already speei-.

Thes. C. Dykeman,

James Wright,

D. E, Wright,
Charles Titus,

Dea. G. W. Col'well,
J. D. Ferris,

Jacob H. Dykeman,
Moses Dykeman,

C. A. Yandel,
Samuel Burk,

Solomon Thorne,
Benjamin Keith,
Alfred Humphreys,
Ephram Thorne,

William Smith,

Thomas Macdonald,
Bedford Knight,
Dea. J. Gerow,
George Day,

Per Ree. A.

50

$1.00

Gilbert H. Dykeman, 2.00J. W. Springer,

Joshua Dykeman,
B. Macdonald.
Rev. G. W.Springer, $2.00

50

1.00|Gilbert D. Colwell, 50
1.00{Calvin Purdy, 60
1.00{Wm. Colwell, sen., 50
1.00|C. B. Colwell, b
o0
1.00

1.00 $18.09

FIRST RANGE, CUMBERLAND BAY AND MILL COVE.
$1.0C,John Eisworth, $0.50
25! Arch. B. McLenn 26

John Bonnell, 2bllsnc A. Fairweather, 23
Ww. Smith, 50 {Capt, John McLean, 100
Thomwas Brown, 25| Jnmes E. McLean, 50
George E. McLean, 1.00| William Reece, 100
Hon. J. Ferris. M. P., 95.00|
Per Rev. H. A. Charlton.

Andréw Barton, $2.00,Conrad Barton, 1.00
Wm. Ichcor, 1.00{Mrs. 'T. Branscomb, $0.50
George Burke, 1.00{Mrg) Robert Wason, 50
Robert Soell, 2.00{ W, Algee 1.00
Robert Elken, 2.00| Arch. Reece, 1.00
Nathanel Branscomb, 1.00/Joseph Reece, 1.00
Joha Barton, 50|Lauchlan McLean, 1.00
dJ. A. Branseomb, ° 1.00|George Wason, 1.00
D. M. McLean, 50|Charles W. McLeao, 50
Joseph Barton, 50’John 0'Mar, 1.00
George Elken, 4 00 Millen Branscomb 1.c0
Arch, McLean, 1. OOIL P. Ferris, 5 0u
Mrs, Al Brnnscomb 2.00|Dooald Ferris, 5.00
John Graoville, 50

Josepu Barton, 560 $70.75

UPPER GAGETOW K.

Mrs. A.'J. Baker, $025/Deca. W, Estabrooks, $1.00
C.'W. Currey, 1.00

Dea. George Coy, 10,00 $14.26
Amos Plumber, 2.00

NEW CASTLE, GRAND LAKE.

Wm. Chapman, $1.00/Gideon Bailey, $25.00
Coleetion, 1.78 Duncan McMann, 4.00
JoB. Fluwer, 5.00| Andrew McLean, 1.00
David Flower, 10.00

Dea. Gilvbert Flower, 4.00 $52.78
George Flower, 100

NEW CANAAN.
Dea. John Alward, $2.00/George Clark, $2.00
George Alward, = 1.00|
Per Rev. W. A. J. Bleakney.

Wellington Price, &1.00{Lewis Keith, $2.00
Atllen McDonald, 1.60{Jobn Corey, 2.00

2.00/Charles Kgith, Esq., 4.00

1.00
1.00
1.00

WICKHAM.

$0.48|Emeline Maedonald,
Per Rev. Thomas Lockey.
Rev. Thos. Lockey, $5.00;Jacob Day,
1.00|Robert J. Smith,
. 1.00/C. Macdonald,

4.00|
1.00!

$20.00

850

$1.00
- 60
50

$15.08

Total received from Queen’s County, $262.42.
"KING'S COUNTY.

BPRINGFIELD,
Hatfield White, §1.00)J. A. Keirste $0.60
William King, 1.00| Edmund Keirs 1.00
James King, 1.00{Mrs. Joseph Comber, 24
Father Bonney, 10{Walter Davis, 8.00
Weeden Hatfield, 4.00|Zebulon Davis, 1.00
Isabelia Davis, 40{Mrs. Zebulon Davis, 1.0
J. H. Ganung, 1.00/John Davig, 1.00
J. H. Wilson, M, D., 1.00|S. A. Spragg, 50
Rev. W. A! Corey, 4 00|Alexander McIntyre, 1.00
Daniel Hatfield, 2.00{Albert Hatfield, 50
F. D. Ganong, 2.00/Charles Gunter, 1.00
A Friend, - 1.00{Albert Jenkens, 1.00
Per Rev. W. A. Corey.
E. M, Sprague, $1.00,Caleb Davis, 50
! Anna Bell Davis, 1.00|Miss Georgia Urquhart, 25
{ Rev. D. Crandall, 1.00{W. D. Gillies,
| W. C. Davis, 1.00{Dea. Tomas Gray, 1. 00
Peter Mclmyro, 25|Gilbert Ganong, 1.00
¢ David Hatfield, 1.00{Azor Spragg, 50
T. L. Hay, 1.00
Harvey Nobles, 1.00 $41.59
Nobles Crandall, 50
KARS.
Joha Jones, $1.00|{John McIntyre, - $1.00
SORTON,
. J. R, Hayes, $0.75| William Hay, $2.00
Abner Mercer, 25/Dea. C. Burnett, 8.00
A. B. Hayes, 1.00|J. W. Wiggins, 1.00
1 John Hayes, sen,  1.00{8. L. Wiggius, 50
J. G. Hayes, 1.00/4. 1. Smith, 50
Miss Sarah Swow, 1.00|&erlin Vincent, 1.00
¢ Capt, Wm. MeCready,1.00
William Frost, 1.00 $15.00
UPHAM.

donon.

| seribed will. come

#yodﬂd to pay the

Den Jonathan Titus, $3.00

Chas. E. Titus, jon,, $2.00

Jonathan M. Titus, 2,00{Charles Titus, sen., 4.00
Gilbert W. Titus, 2.00|James Titus, 8.00
John Titus, 1.00|Jabvez E. Titus, 8.00
Jacob Titas, 1.00|Edward Titus, 1.00
J. R. McLean, 60,
A. P. Founce, 50 $22.10
HAMMOND VALE,
George Tabor, §2.50 Thomas Herritt, $0.56
Jonathan Titus, 3. OO‘Mrs Lockhart, 60
Dea. Jacob Titus, 2.00|Mrs. E. J. Taylor, 25
James Norris, 60/ Weeden Fowler, 2.00
Widow Norris, 24/0. W. Howe, 50
Robert Sherwood 1,00{Miss Esther Howe, 50
Isaac Titus, 2.00|Dea. Jesse Tabor, 1.00
J. W_ Sherwood. 7 - —
4. J. Herritt, 1.00 $17.82
SUSSEX VALE. .
James Titus, $1.00
' BUTTERNUTT. RIDGE,
Collection, $1.11|From the Church, per
Chailes Keith, 1.00{ Rev.d. Wiiliams, $70.00
—_———
¥ $72.11

If T had the names of the B. Ridge subscribers
1 would pablish them.
Total, from King’s County, #171.62.
From King's and Queen'’s, $484.04.
The terms of the subscription have been com-
plied with. Nomoaey is to be paid baek to the

‘On the 5th of October I borrowed money to
represent subscriptions made to me and not yet
paid in, and became persoually respovsible for its
paymeot.  One hundred and five dollars of the
| sums eredited above have been received since the
6th inst. It 1s to be hoped that all that is sub-

in immediately, for I am

 money borrowed iuside of one |

Yours traly,

Wwater,

E. C. Capy.

l'buurou or Cuaracrer.—If you ever watch- |
" ed an icicle as it formed, you would have noticed
w it froze one drop at s time until it was a foot | -
or more. If the.
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it Sermon. natural renewal, has its CoNTINUANCE in bodies and spirits which are his by all the sacred JEMSE®. For the Christian Visitor.
t cousiderable expense, fitted'| p. w 3 Mek llt-i-uronh- Leinster St. Baptist | Christ, This is the second vital condition of | rights of redemption. This singla and high view | Sarah A. Mullin,  $1.00)John Colwell, $0.50 Not True.
m‘u’ﬁ.oﬁg‘:“ﬂ;’%’“ she | 7 “'(;:Breh st, John, N. B. o christian growth. And just here many fall into a | was entertained, taught, enforced and practiced by ( W. H. Kenna, 24| Abiatha Camp, 50 The late venerable Dr. Lyman Beecher said
want of BLINDS -lehm And published at the request of the Western Associatiopn, mischievons mistake, ‘The Divine Tife once ortg§ the Apost.le Paal. = One of the distinct aud grand James Falkner, 25|Uiibert C. Dykeman, 100 p

ard did in his life many things that were eceen-

tric as well as excellent, but some things ascribed

to him by the newspopers did not occur, and are

not true.  There is a story, yet going the rounds,

that he once went to a certain place to preach,

and found present only one person. Nothing

dannted, and 10 consideration of the value of a

single soul, he preached. This solitary hearer was

converted under that sermon, and in subscquent

years became a successful preacher of the gospel.

At the noon-day prayer-mceting, held at the Old

South Chapel Boston, Dr. Beecher was present on

one occasion when a gentleman, in his exhorta-

tion brought forward, to illusirate a point, the

story of the preacher and his single aaditor, say-

ing that Dr. B. now in the meeting, was the

preacher. The doetor arosc and said he had seen

that story about himself, together with many

others, floating around 1in the newspapers,

bat he did net care to pursue it with a contradic-

tion. He did net know bt he should, before he

died, get out an interesting hook, with the title :

TriNes waicn Dr. Lymax BeecHER NEVER SaiD
Nor Dip. 1 was reminded of 1his while reading

to-day ove of my Rehgions Weceklies from the
States, containing the oh and ott published ac-
count of Dr. Albert Barnes, in the hawds of a
Pbllmiclphm pvliceman. 'Um story runs thas —
His time of study was in the morving. He
studied in a roomn in his charch.  Locking the
iron gate in front of his church, and locking his
vestibule door, he was free fiom annoyance. Mrs,

Barnes had a private sigaal by which she could
gaio access to his citadel when he was really
vecded. A man who went to see him threw a
stone at his study window. The breakage of the
glass bronght the student to the door. The man
did the buosiness he had to do, and then senta
glazier to mend the glass, Ono morning as Dr.

Baruves was nulock: ng the gate in front of the
church, he was approached by a watchman, who
demamlcd his busiuess and threatened to take him
to the station house. Dr. Barnes told the vigilant
guardian that he was pastor of the chureh, and
was gomg in to go to work. “ None of your gam-

mon,” said the watchman. ¢ The ministers of
Philadclphia are not poking aboat their churches
at foar Q’clock in the morning,” and took the Dr.
off to the lock-ap. Wheo recently Dr. Barnes was
the guest of J. McMillan, Esq., of this eity, I had
the pleasure of spending an evening in his com-
pany, on which occasion I informed him that I had
frequently heard, and read, and told the story of
his arrest while going to his study, and asked him
if it were Lrue.  He veplicd that nothing of the
kind bad ever transpired in his case. Thus sud-
denly dlsdpp( ared from my list of unecdotes of
celebrated divines one of my best,

WeNTWORTH,
St. John, October, 1869,

—

Spiritual Refreshings.

The gracious visis of the Spirit have often been
so much beyound the faiit expectations of charches
and their pastors, that 1 record two or three illus-
trations of the diviae presence foc the encourage-
went of ail.

In one case, a beloved pastor had labored in a
churzh thirteen years almost withont fruits that
he conld discover. So liule interest was mani-
fested, and so little progress made, that he had
detenmned to ask a dismission, and had begun to
pack his goods. But his attention and that of bis
church were attracted to a series of meetings in
{ another church a mile off, where God was pouring
out his Spirit. At the close of those meetings the
first named church opened: their house, and for
successive days and evenings met for prayer and
mutual encouragement.  The result was, the good
pastor unpacked bis goods, fifty were added to the
church, and his days among that people were filled
with comfort and blessing.

Another instance. An aged pastor attended a
meeting in a neighboring church, but was so
disheartened that he said to tbe miunister, “ [
should be glad to invite you to attcad meetlngs
among iny people, but I do not dare to, we are in
80 low a state.  Thegbell wheel is broke, and they
have not ewergy ewdugh to mend it; and the
singers have flared up and left the smle, and we
have no siuging. 1 dou’t think it witl do;to
attempt it.” Bat as the fire continued to burs
in surrounding churches, he gathered courage,
and decided to hold a series of me etings. They
were commenced, and it was evident that God
was present. The second and third evening of
the meetings nearly the whole congregation rose
for prayer, and soon a large number were hoping
in the Saviour, and amoug them the chief meu of
the village. IL was a striking fact that a good
deacou, living four mues from church, was sick,
and for weeks bad been expecting to dle but in
his  confinement at home he umuubered Zion,
looked at her desolations, and bis heart bied as he
coutemplated her condition. It looked almost as
if the enurch must becone extivet ; and he began
to ery to God out of the depths.  Fervent prayer
availed with God, aud salvation came down.

Another little charch, away in the backwoods,
dwindled to sixteen members: They were without
a shepherd, aud determined to hold a series'of
special meetings. A preacher was juvited, and
the mectings commenced ” on  the  Sabbath.
Bat the svow was Llowing, reads blocked, in. the
dead ot winter, thermometer at gerc § only a little
haodful could get out, and the prospeet looked
dark indeed. * Hado't vou better give up the
meetings " said the minister, shivering; “ yon
may be all shat ap, and it is lmpaossible to ki
comfortable if the people get here. Tt will cost
you time and some suffering aud some money.”
A brother rose by the wall. * No,” said be.“I
hope.we shall not give it up. I think we' can
stand it, and I 1rust the will go on.”
And they did go on.” Through drifis and storms
and cold, with maff and tippet and double mittens,
the people :‘mmb:icdb the 8::1 of ri
came out and raised the spiritaal thermometer, till
double the number of t z church W.
hopefully led to Jesus; and one of the are
with streaming eyes, ro e udafd : “I N‘HW
!orvbathobudono for os. WM




