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For the Christian Visitor.
The Rise of English Literature.
BY PROFESSOR J. DEMILL.
! Nov' 7.
But Scotland gives a better poet than John

935048 % | Barbour or Blind Harry, her greatest io this age
o gglrer o

and.only infevior to Chaucer. King Robert sends
his son to France for safety, but the vessel is_cap-
tured, aud the little boy is carried to England, to

| remaio a prisoner for nearly tweunty years. In bis

imprisonment he receives training in all accom-
plishments, in arms and io letiers, and learns from
Chaucer the music of English verse. Love be-
comes his inspiration, and e finds himself to be
a poet. Looking from his window one day he
sees in an adjoining garden a beautiful muniden,
with whom he fulls at once in love, and devotes
himself to sing her praises. The resalt is that
noble poem ealled the ** King's Qubair,” delight-
ful to every man of taste or fecling, where a ro-
‘mance of real life is presented, where the passion
is that which ‘;,wcl!s in the heart of the singer;

.where all the vichest stores of i ination are la-

| vished on his one theme, and where the praise

even when it seems extravagant is always sincere.

That prison love of his becomes his wife at
last, and ‘Laldy Jane Beaufort is the Queen of
James the 1st, one of the noblest and most chi-
valrous of monarchs, a poet himself, and fit to be
a poet’s theme in his own life, where imprisou-
ment and love are succeeded by a brief happivess,
which is ended by assassination.

After Chancer there is a long panse in Eng-
land, for-no worthy-fellowers appear in the path
which he has opened up. Amid the distarbances
of the nation literary feeling dics out. A contest
arises not for poetical fime, but for political life.
The eultore of the muades eannot be kept up on
those battle-ficlds that cover England.

Chaucer stands before us as the poet of the
middle ages, avd he lives when they are drawing
tua ¢lose.  Into that -world he’leads us. His
characters are mediwval. They speak the lan-
guage, think the thoughts, perform the actions,
and wear the costume of the time, Over all we
sce the feudal system,

But after Chaucer’s time the wars of the Roses
begin.  York and Lancaster carry on that long
and fierce struggle, the effects of which are felt in
every district and by every fireside in the king-
dom. ' The last days of chivalry come, and with
them comes the last. of the Barons. The prond
nobility of Eogland pour out their blood like
water on. many a batue-field, and powerfal fami-
lies become utterly extinet, . St. Albans, Black-
keath, Northampton, Wakefield Green, Mortimer's
Cross, Towton, Eledgly Moor, Hexbam, Erping:
ham, Barnet, Tewkesbary, DBosworth—these
bloody fields sre all so many successive blows
apon the pride, the power, and the privileges of
the feudal nobility.

At length Henry VIL comes. The feudal sys-
tem is,broken up. It leaves behind all its ion-
fluences for good ‘and evil, but its own wighty
form is laid low, crushed by the terrific blows
dealt upon it by the civil wars. British domi-
niongdo France is likewise at an end, and England
now turns all her thoughts in upon herself,

In this age while the higher poetry imitates
Italian models, there also grew up another order
of poetry, with a charm peculiar to itsclf, and a
wild beauty that belongs to no other. This is the
oational ballad poetry of Scotland and England,
‘the poetry of the people, so fresh and so redolent
of pature.  Among the eountless songs that arose
there are some which are: known to ail. The bal
lads of Robin Hood are numerons, and of them-
selves would fill a. volume. Nothing can surpass

| the glorions * Chevy Chase,” which Sir Philip

Sydney said stirred his blood-like the sound of a
trumpet. Scotland and England have each their .
own vorsion, and in each the Doaglas and Percy

| meets with a different fate. One among these

stands out with peculiar beauty, a gem of its kind,
andG in its way perfect ; a model to all who wish to
stady the antique in its earliest and freshost form,
that one whieh Coleridge calls the * grand old

produciu | ballud, Sir Patrick Spence.” -
i3 FRUEE 8 W‘x‘"‘ﬂ(l “B-”fﬂ‘ﬂ)ﬁn’ R
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To show the liability to error in the common
miud when such words are used, we may cite the
passage 1 Thess, iv,, 15: “ We which are alive
and remain—shall not prevent them which are
aslecp.”  The term * pueveNt” is here generally
supposed to mean Ainder.

I'be word coxversarion furnishes a striking
example of the errors resulting from the gradnal
but decided change of meaning. It formerly sig«
nified deportment  Now it means converse
speech. In the very namerous instances io which
‘“ prevent” and “ conversation” are employed in
the Common_ Version, they invariably commmauni-
cate to the ordinary reader ideas which the Holy
Spirit never dictated.

A most unfavorable feature of the version is,
the material which it furnishes for scepticism and
infidelity. No one will pretend that any such
purposc was entertained by the translators; but
the facts are ivcontestible. In consequence of
crroneous translation, there are contradictions in
the statement of events and in the record of faets ;|
imputations upon the divine character and gov-
ernment; and false colorings of circumstances,
bringing religion itself wmto disrepute. These are
found especially in the Old Testament, and have
been seized by the enemies of truth and employ-
ed, with merciless malignity, to turn youth aside
from the paths of wisdom, and force them to the
conviction that Clivistianity is a delusion and the
Bible a fable, Take, for vxample, the order giv-
eu by Jebovah to the children of Israel, when
parting with the Egyptians, It stands thus in the
Common Version : i

Ex, xi. 2 and 8: “ Speak now in the ears of
the people, and let every man borrow of his
veighbor, and every womaa of her neighbor, jew-
els of silver and jewels of gold,

‘“ And the Lord gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians.”

Ex. xii. 35 and 36: “ And the children of
Isracl did according to the word of Moses; and
they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver
and jewels of gold, avd raiment.

“ And the Lord gave the people favor in the
sighy of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto
them such things as they required. © And they
spoiled the Egyptians.”

There was vo purpose to return these jewels,
and they were afterward employed in the decor-
ations of the tabernacle, ;

These circumstances, so recorded, have for
more than two centories been employed, both
sccretly and openly, to poison the minds of youth
against the Bible and the God of the Bible. The
dishonesty and duplicity, the coveteonsness and
the greediness, which characterize many of the
Jews of the present day, have often been attri-
buted to this early training. No one, who has
_not bimself been subjected to the wiles of the
sceptic, can appreciate the pernicious influence of
such passages embodied 10 the word of God.

Bat scholars joform us that all the difficulties
of such a passage vanish before a faithful transta-
tiou ; that the lsraclites were directed to ask
that which was their due, and but a small por-
tion of the recompense for generatious of unpaid
labor which had enriched the Egyptians, and that
the latter cheerfully yielded it.

In Numbers xiv. 34, God is represented as say-
ing to his people : !
‘“ Ye shall know my breach of promise.”

Cranmer’s Bible says : ",

** Ye shall know my displeasure.”

Matthews and others correctly translate it.

In Jer. xx., 7, the prophet is made to appeal
thus to God: -

* Oh Lord, thou hast deceived me and I was-
deceived.”

Otber versions, such as Taverner'sy translate
the passage without throwing any imputation
apon the character of Jehovab.

Bishop Colenso’s most ingenious and appar-
ently unanswernble atlack upon the inspiration
of the Peotatcuch, is fonnded on the age of Jo-

-seph, when ‘Judah ana his brethren came down

to Hgypt. He takes Joseph when released from
prison and made governor of Egypt at the age of
thirty ; adds seven years for the years of plenty,
and two years for the season of famine, and thus
makes bim thirty-nine years old. Judah was
three years older, and thercfore forty-two. But
Judab had had three sons who all arrived at ma-
writy, and after that two otkers were born, who
also reached maturily, and one of the latter had
two children who accompanied Judah when he
was only forty-two years old {! These inconsis-
u;mg:: and impro‘ba_ibiﬁtieo'lcomtimw the burden
of Colenso’s reasoning. They all depend

the .qnml_.iop-»wbotbotfho years of plenty il:l::
diately sncceeded Jo;p':;n elevation. The Com-
men Version, says, of the prediction of Joseph
and the cxplanation of Pharaob's dream : mp.

. Gen. xil. 82 ; ** God will shortly bring it t0 pass.”

¢ Union has it :
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‘to mean that it im-| _,
the revision by the |,

1;5_0 Pastor's College, Metropolitan Tabernacle.

- The annual tea and supper provided by the lib-
erality of Mr. T. R. Phillips, oue of the elders of
the Tabernacle Church, in connection with the
Pastor’s College, were given on Wednesday even-
ing. The attendance was not’ so large as last
year; but as the proceedings showed, there was
00 lack of interest felt in the College and its work.
Between the interval of tea and supper, a meet-
ing was held in a room underneath the chapel,
presided over by W. Fowler, Esqr, M. ., for
Cambridge. '

An outline of the work done by the College
was prescoted in a pamphlet distributed among
the company. In a prefatory “ word of thank-

ss from the president,” Mr. Spurgeon states :

hre our College, been carried on during ano-
ther year beneath the wings of Provinee, and un-
der thie smile of grace. "Young men have offered
themselves in abundance, and many of them of a

ﬁ‘% order of  and talent, All ourgeeds
have be Vu"oupplio&b';y t&:’ Lord, who is our boun-
tifol Treasurer, as coustantly as faith bas made
drafts upon his bank. The gold and the silver
bave been received more largely than in any pre-
vious year, and peace and spiritual energy have
been very abundantly enjoyed. Our experience
leads us to cling more closely than ever to the
prineiple of faith and prayer as far better than
paid collectors and machivery. The numbet of
the men has been, during the latter half of the
year, greatly decreased, and we abstained from
receiving fresh brethren because it seemed to us
preferable to introduce new blood by bringing in
a considerable band of vew menat ong time. We
are now looking forward to a large accession in
the first week of April. For some months dur-
ing the year there were no applications for
preachers made by the churches, and our men
turned their attention to founding new churches,
with the resnlt that the kingdom of our Lord was
increased. The applications of churches are now
coming in, the cessation being merely tempor-
ary ; and there can be no doubt that the Collega,
at its fullest number, is needed to supply the de-
mands of onr denomination. It will ge remem-
bered that a very large proportion of our brethren
have created their own spheres, and others have
accepted pastorates where the prospects were
such as to repel all others, and, by God's grace,
in many iostances, they have made the wilder-
Lness to blossom as the rose. The need of gospel
‘preachers increases every day. Thefield is bound-
less, and still the laborers are few. This College
is oar life-work, and we therefore feel as if we
owed to every donor a weight of personal obliga-
tion, which we now acknowiedge with many a
prayer to God for each one. Since the College
commenced, two hundred and eighty men have
been received for training in its regular classes,
and at least five hundred have had instruction in
the evening classes. Oue huadred and eighty-six
students have gone from us to settle in the minis-
try, of whom one hundred and seventy-seven still
remain in the work, the rest having either died,
been  laid aside by illness, or relinquished the
work from other causes. Forty-four distinet new

Coliege. Thirty new chapels have been erected
as the result of our agevcy. In London, at the

resent moment, we are making efforts to estab-
lish churches in eleven destitute districts; There

 are in the College at this mo-
ment, and one bandred and fifty under tuition in
the evening classes.”

The Rev. C. H. 8
ings by stating that the past year had been ove of
greater responsibility than be had ever kuown,
through the Urpbanage being added to their bar-
dens; yet he was glad to say that he never knew
a year in which be bad been less concerned about
mooey ; for through the liberality of the friends,
the gold and silver had been roeis’nyved more large-
ly than in any previous year. An unknown

friond had ovne evening dropped bank notes to |

the amount of £2,000 into the letter box at s
residence—oune half of which was to be devoted
to the College; and the other half to the Orphau-

Ounly those means had been used to raise
funds which accorded with the most perfect
Christian willioghood ; and the -ngper which
Mr. Phillips so generously gave each year was
the means of considerably augmenting their funds.
He dctul:]d oon:o of the fact:‘l m:x;n‘ohncd inkt.he
report, and spoke euncouragingly work of
the future, P : b ;

Rov. J. A. Spurgeon, as the Vies-President of
the College, gave an account of the college work
at bowe and the labors of the students in their
t—» of settlement. He said he had frequently

nd them luboring in small places, where the
had a great deal to contend against and mau
bard work, and very little pay; but still they
struggled bravely oo, preaching the Gospel and

| ‘ they mostly labored. lg
s re published in “ the outline” re-
ferred to, the Vice-President thus writes of the
work in the college :—* We have bad two exami-
0 of college work with a view of testing the
extent and character of '

“The work of training young ministers has,’

churches have been formed by the agency of our

purgeon opened the proceed- |

of the Government, it made some of them reflect
on the stewardship which had been given them.
How much might be done at a very little cost if
men were to set about it, as his friend Mr..Spur-
geon had, with the right spirit and motive. He
.commended the character of the work in which
they were engaged. The denomination to which
he belonged (the Socicty of Friends) did not, as
they knew, set so bigh a value on ministerial cul-
ture as some did, though they did not by any
means despise it. With regard to the character
of the education which was given to the stadents
for the ministry, they had heard lately a good
deal of the wonderful advantages that ministers
had in not being educated in theological colleges.
They had been told that it was a good thing for
men to mix up with the world, its scenes and
temptations. He certainly thought that ministers
should know what men did think and feel and not
get a professional caste feeling which wouid ren-
der them unfitted for understanding*and sympa-
thising with the people. He thonght they got
 this sort. of education here. He felt that students
for the ministry had before thém a work of im-
mense difficulty, and 1nvolving much selt-denial.
Thbey bad the same temptations as other men in
reference to getting rich—and perhaps the temp-
tation eame across their minds when they saw
others succeeding in amassing money, and yet
they were obscure pastors in some obscure vil-
lage ; but Le was sure that if they commenced on
the right, and the only proper basis, they wonld

such feelings.

Some very interesting short addresses followed
by a few of the students who had recently settled
over churches in the conntry. Mr. Annals, of
Leicester ; Mr. Irving, of Melton Mowbray ; Mr.
Cuff, of Bary St. Edmunds; Mr. Sergeant, of
Newhaveu, in Sassex ; Mr. Murphy, of Swindon ;
and Mr, Bax, of Faversham, were the speakers,
and each told in a few words the story of their
commencing new causes, or reviviog old and de-
[ cayed ones.

The Rev, C. H. Spureon then offered a few re-
marks based upon what the meeting had beard
from the students. He said he had never known
one student to decline doing any work, however
arduéus and uopromising, that he had suggested
to them. Often they would go to places with no
guaranteed income excepting what he might be
enabled to give them for a time; and they would
open new rooms, and gather congregations and
found charches which in a short time were able
to support the minister. They had thus formed
their own spheres of labor for themselves, and
had lived well in them,-and found enongh for an
ox where some might not have had enough fora

. (Laughter.) He combatted the uotion
which had beea much talked about recently, that
there were too many ministers in the denomina-
tion. The moment a denomination talked in that
way, and ceased to be aggressive, it muost decline.
He held that they ought always to be striving to
advance, and never to be satisfied with what they
had dowme. :

Mr. Chambers, M. P. for Marylebone, congra-
tulated the meeting on the results of the work
done by the institutions. He was followed by
M. Scott, the Chamberlain of the City of London,
who warmly commended the aggressive character
of the College.—Mr. Budgett also expressed his
sympathy, as a Weslevan Methodist and a citizen

{of London, with what Mr. Spargeon had been

enabled to do.—The Rev. Jesse Hobson spoke
very warmly in favor of the work of the College,
and the Rev. W, G. Lewis ridiculed the notion
that there were too many ministers in the body,
observing that if they as minsters were to look
at the teceming masses around them and consider
the little impression they had made upon them,
they would pray that more laborers might be sent

part of the meeting with prayer.
At the supper, as we annonnced last week, sub-
scriptions were promised to the amount of £1,170,

Revival in Fergus, Ontario.
Sir,—The people of this village and uneighbor-
i hood are just now experiencing a gracious out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit, simila¥ to that with
which Galt has been lately blessed. The Rev.
Mr. Smellie’s church (E. P.),—the largest in the
place,—has been literilly crammed six evenings
of the week, for three weeks past, by deeply in-
[ terested andicnces, a very large proportion of
whom are now rejoicing in Divine mercy. The
country people have presscd in through all kinds
of roads and weather, from long distances, and
have carried with them the sacred influence of
the meetings to their respective neighborhoods.
The effect on the habits and feelings of the peo-
is so marked, that this is regarded as the most
important era in the history of the village so far.
It 1s impossible to form anything like a correct
estimate of the number who have apparently been
brought to the enjoyment of the divine life
through these meetings. Time, of course, must
be allowed to test the genuineness of these conver-
sions ; but as the appeal has been to the moral
vature rather than the animal or sentimental—as
there has been a remarkable absence of the sen-

| sational, while the eager attention, the unwearied

clingiog to the lips of the preacher, the silent
tears, and the awful stillness, betoken the deepest
feeling ; and as from 400 to 500 generally remain
after each public service till 10 o'clock, a large
propo: of whom are enquirers after salva-

on,—it is no wonder that the work is felt by
those who witnessed it as s

i

course, the enemy will be busy io sowing tares
i the wheat. Outwardly, the movement
to originate with a sermon
Rev. J. K. Smith, of Galt, on the evening of
8th of March, though a longing spiritual de-

L

community was evident to attentive

vever be hindered iu prosecating their work by .

“before. Mr. Smith was fol- ' P »
- V;?oryl
. % Protestantism a failare,”

into the barvest field. Mr. H. Varley closed this ' r
because of the music of thy prayers; he doth not
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al ; sometimes, though not generally, rhetorical.
A hearer observed lately, that with other preach-
ers he could always avert the application from
himself to others; but Mr. Carrol's preaching
scemed as tho' wholly directed to himself. Death
in sin ; insufficiency of self-righteousness ; the
new life ; justification by faith alonc; necessity
of good works merely as an evidence of true faith ;
salvation full, free, and present ; belicver's assu-
rance,—are the more prominent topics of his dis-
courses. Mere technicalities and obsemctions find
no place in his addresses : all his doetrinal teach-
ing is eminently contrite and practical. Very
many will bless God for Mr. C's visit to Fergus ;
as a lady earnestly remarked to the writer after a
very faithful appeal to young men—* many a
mothggs prayer will be offered in his behalf for
that sermon.”

The neighboring village of Elora has also en-
joyed the divine blessing to no inconsiderable ex-
tent, special services having been held there with
more or less regularity since New Year's, in rota-
tion among three or four of the charches. Thongh
the resident ministers have been obliged to bear
the principal part of the barden in condacting the
meetings, much good has evidently resalted. To
God be the praise |—g. B.—Montreal Witness.

Extract from Spurgeon.

Is it not a fact, that as soon as you enter the
meeting, you feel, that if you are called upon to
pray, you have to exercise a gift. And that gift,
jn the case of nany praying men (to speak hardly
perbaps, but to speak honestly) lies in having
a good memory to recoilect « great many texts,
which always have been quoted since the.days of
our grandfather’s grandtather, and to be able to
repeat them in good regular order. The gift also
in some churches, especially in village churches,
lies in having strong lungs, so as to be able to hold
out without taking breath for five and twenty
minates when you are brief, and threc quarters of
an hour when you are rather drawn out. The gift
lies also in being able to_ask for anything in par-
ticular, but in passing through a rauge of every-
thing, making the prayer, not an arrow with a
point, but like a nondescript machine, that has no
point whatever, and yet is meant to be all point,
which is aimed at_everything and consequently
strikes nothing. Those brethren are the most
frequently asked to pray, who have those peculiar
and perhaps excellent gifts, though I certainly
mast say that I cannot obey the apostle’s injunc-
tion in coveting very earnestly such gifts as these.
Now, if, instead thereof, some mar is asked to
pray who has never prayed before in pablic ; sup-
pose he rises and says, “ O Lord, 1 feel myself such
a sinner that { can scarcely speak to thee, Lord
me to pray ! _ O, Lord, save my poor soul !
that thou would’st save my old companions ! Lord,
be pleased to give us a revival. O Lord, I can say
no more ; hear me'for Jesus' sake. Amen.” Well
then you feel somehow as if yom had begun to
pray vourself. You feel an interest in that man,
partly from fear lest he should stop, also because
you are sure that what be did say he meant. And
if another should get up after that, and pray in
the same spirit, you go out and say, * this isreal
praver,” I would sooner have three minutes
prayer like that, than thirty nrinutes of the other
scrt, because the one is praying and the other is
preaching. Allow me to quote what an old
preacher said upon the subjeet of prayer; and give

| 1t to you as a little word of advice : “ Remember

the Lord will not hear thee because of .the arith-
metic of thy prayers; he does not count their
oumbers. He will not hear thee because of the
rhetoric ot thy pravers ; -he does not care for the
eloquent language in which they are conveyed.
He will not regard thee because of the geometry of
thy prayers; he does not compate them by their
length or by their breadih. He will not regard thee

care for swect voices nor for harmonious periods.
Neither will he look at thee because of the logic
of thy prayers; because they are well arranged,
and excellently compacted. But he will hear thee,
and be will measure the amount of the blessing
he will give thee, according to the diviaity of thy
prayers. If thou canst plead the person of Christ,
and if the Holy Ghost iuspire thee with zeal acd
earnestuess, the blessings which thou whalt ask
shall surely come noto thee.” Brethren, [ would
like to burn the old stock of old prayers that we
have been using this fifty years. That “oil that
goes from vessel to vessel”—that * horse that
rushes into the battle”—that misquoted and man-
gled text, “ where two or three are met together,
thon wilt be in the midst of them, and that to
bless them”—and all those other gnotations which
we have been mangling and dislocating, and
copying from man to man. I-would we eame to
speak to God just out of our own hearts. It would
be a grand thing for our prayer mectings; they
would be better attended ; and I am sure they
would be more fruitful, if every man would shake
of that habit of formality, and talk to God as a
child talkiog to his father ; ask him for what we
want, and then sit down and have done.
e — ¢ —
Are Barrisrs Prorrsrants 1—They existed
centuries before Huss or Wickliffe, Lather or Za-
inglius, Calvin or Farel protested agaivst the cor-
ruptions and usurpations of Rome, and thus gave
to their followers the name of Protestants. From

- the days of John the Baptist until now, they have

)- ' jally of God, avd
| durable like the rest of bis work, though, of

uniformly opposed ail departures from the Divine
testimony in all matters of religious doctrine and
practice. “Why, then, should they class them-
selves with those who have been Protestors for a

much shorter period? The reformers of Ger- |
. many and Switzerland did a great work in cer-

?

preached by ' tain directions ; but it was only in part Baptist

work ; it left the Reformation sadly incomplete,
and Baptists have had constant oceasion to rlv
test much of the existing Protestantism, bat
is its infant baptism but * a part and pillar of

When, therefore, Dr. Ewer calls
Baptists are not re-

~quired to refute his wisreprescutations, for they
- are not included ; their system cannot be stigma-

_tized as * a failure.""—

atchman and ector.

A Hisrorv.—I first saw him in a social 3
&

- be took but a single glass of wine, and that

. earnest solicitation of a
: had been

_youug lady to whom he




