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“ Come, ye Children.”

A SERMON ADDRESSED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
TEACHERS,

BY THE REV. O. H. SPURGEON,
Preached on Wednesday Afterncon, IFeb. 20, 1865,
“ Come, ye children, hearken unto me : 1 will teach you

the fear of the Lord.”—Psalm xxxiv, 11.

(Concluded from our last.)
IV. That brings me, in the fourth place, to
FOUR INSTRUCTIONS, and they are all in the text.
The first is,—get the children to come to your
school. * Come, ye children,” The great com-
plaint with some is that they eannot obtain chii-
dren. Goand get thein to come. 1In London we .
are having a eatvass ; that is a good idea, argd
you onght to have a canvass of every conntry vil-
Inge, and of every market town, and get every
child you can ; for David says, * Cowe, ye chil-
dren.” My advice, then is, get the children to
come, and do anything to effect it. Dun't bribe
them—that is the only plan we object to; itis

{only adopted in schools of the lowest order;

schools of 46 mean a ¢lass that even the fathers
and mothers of the ehildren have too much sense
to send them there ; but Farmer Brown won't
employ thew, or the squire will tara them out of
their sitaation ; or if the children don't go to the
school on Sundays, they shall not go on week
days. * Oh, that beggarly trick of bribing! I

ot | wish there were an end of it; it only shows the

weakness and degradation, and abomination of a
sect that cannot sucesed without asing so mean a
system.” But, except that, dow’t be very cvnmcn-
lar how you get the children to school. hy, if
[ eould not get people to come to my place by
preaching in a black coat, [ would have regimen-
tals to-morrow. I would have a congregation
somehow. Better do strange things than have an
empty chapel, or an empty school-room. When
I was in Scotland, we sent the bellman roond a
village to secure an audience, aud the«ineans was
ewinently successful. Spare no means. Go and
get the children in. I have known ministers who
have gone out in the streets on the Sunday alter-
noon, and talked to the children who are playing
in the street, so as to induce them to come to the
school. This is what an earnest teacher will do.
“Tsay John,” he will say, “ come into our
uchoo( ; you cannottbink what a wice school it
is.” Theu be gets thefehildren in, and in his
kind; winning wanner, he tells them some stories
and anecdotes about yirls and boys, and so on.
And in this way his school is filled. Go and catch
them anyhow. There is no law agninst i, You
may do what you like in battle. Allis fair against
the devil. My first instruction then is, get chil-
dren and get them anyhow. o+

The next is, get the children to love you, if you
That also is in the text. “ Come, ye chil-
drenyhearken anto me.” You know how we used
to be taught in the dame school, how we stood up
with our hands behind us to repeat our lessons.

at was not David’s plan. ¢ Cg:m, ye children

| —come here, and sit on my knee.” ** Oh!” thinks

the ehild, “ how nice to have such a toacher ! a
teacher that will let me come pear hivn, a teacher
‘that does not say * go,’ but * come."”  The tanlt
of many teachers is that they do not get their
children near them, but endeavour to foster a kind
of awfal respeet. Before you ean tesch children
you must get the silver key of kiuduess to unlock
their hearts, and get their sttention. Say, “ Come
yé children.” We have known some good men
 who ure objects of abhorrence to ehildren.  You
remember the story of two little boys who were
~one day asked if they would like to go to heaven,
and who, much to their teacber’s astonishment,
said they really should not. When they were
asked “ why notl,” one of them said, “1 shonld
not like to go to heaven hecause grand-pa woald
be there, and would ‘be snre to say, * get along
boys, get along boys." 1 shonld not Iiﬁz to be
along with grand-pa.” If a boy bhas a teacher
‘who always wears a sour look, but who talks to
him about Jesus, what does the boy tiunk § * |
wonder whether Jesus was like you ; if he was, |
shouldn’s Jike him much.,” Then there is another
teacher, who, if ho is provoked ever so -little,
boxes the child's cars; and at the same time
teaches hiw that be should forgive others, and

* Fhow kind be vaght to be. “ Well,” thinks the
* |ebild, * that is no doubt very pretty, bat my
| teacher doesn’t show me how to do it,”
{drive a boy from you, your power is gone, for

If you

vu
won’t be able to teach him apything . It is ogno
avail to attempt teaching those who do not love

)_ | you. Try and make them love you, and’'then they

will learn anything from you.

. That is'in the text. * Come, ye children,

: ’Wtﬁ:&:tmﬂ" If they do not hearken, you
|0 k, but yon will'speak to no purpose what-
¥ :2’. I‘M""db not. m‘ you go through yoar
| labor as an unmeani

‘arudgery to yoursclves nod

| to be used in the puipit.

b your scholars too, You can do nothing witheut

securing their attenvion. *‘That is just what I
ot do,” says one, Well, that depends upon
Il you give them something worth at-
to, they will be sure to attend. Give the

ething worth hearing, and they will certain

“hear ""&Thf‘g‘mo may not be uviversal, but it
few aneedotes. Avecdotes are very much objectud
W"Mb’m who say they ough’mt
 But some of us know

g

‘better than that ;. we know what will wake a cou-
ion up; we

“Hold fast the form of

sound words.””—2d Timethy, i.13

SAINT JOHN, N. B., THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 1869.

he may see good ¥ Keep thy tongue from evil, |
and thy lips from speaking guoile.  Depart from |
evil, and do goud ; seck peace and pursue it"” |
The second is godliness, and a*constant belief in

God's oversight, ** The eyes of the Lord are upon

the righteous, and his ears are open unto their

cry,”  The third thing is the eml of sin : ** The

face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to

cut off the remembrance of them from the earth-

The rightcous ery, and the Lord heareth, and de-

liveroth them out of all their tropbles.”  The

fourth thing is the necessity of a broken heart :

*“ The Lord is nigh unto theuv that are of a broken

heart ; and saveth such as be of a contrite epinit.”

The fifth thing is the inestimable blessedness of being

o ehild of God, * Mauy are the afflictions of the

righteous : bat the Lord delivereth bim out of
them all, He keepeth all his bones : not oo of

them is broken™ * The Lord redeemeth the soul

of his servants : and none of them that trust in

him shall be desolate.”

I have given you these divisions, and now Jet
me refer you to them one by one. Here then is
a model lesson for you. * Come, ye children,
hearken unto me : 1 will teach you the fear of
the Lord.” David commences with an interro-
gative : ** What man is be that desireth life, and
loveth many days 1" The children like that
thought : they would like to live to be old. With
this preface he commences and tea:hes them mo-
rality : * Keep thy r.origue from evil and thy "j"
from speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do
good ; seek peace, and pursue it.” Now, we
uever teach morality as the way of salvationi—
God forbid that we should ever mix ap man's
works in any way with the road to heaven ; for
“ we are saved by grace throagh faith, and that
not of ourselves, it is the gift of God." -But yet
we teach morality, while we teach cpiritulity';
and I have always found that the Gospel produces
the best morality in the world, I wonld have a
Sunday-school teacher take care of the morals of
the boys and girls, speaking to them very parii-
cularly of those sins which are most common to
youth. . He may honestly and conveniently say
many things to his children which”no ove else
cun say, especially when réminding them of the
sin of lying, so common with children, the sin of
petty little thefts, of disobedience to parents, of
breaking the Sabbath-day. I would have the
leacher be very pariicular in mentioning these
things one by one ; for it is of little avail talking
‘to them aboat sins in the mass : you must take
them one by one as David did. First look afler
the tongue : * Keep thy tongue from evil, and
thy lips from speaking guiic. :
the whole conduct : * Depart from evil, and do
good ; seck peace, and pursae it 1f the child’s
soul is not saved by other parts of the teaching,
this gnrt may huve a beuveficial effeet upon his
lite, ahd o fur so good. ' Morality, however, is
womparatively u small thing. v Al TH

The best part of what you teach is godliness, a
constant belief in God ~L said not religion, bat
Gogliness. . Many speople are religious without

Tuey think about their place of worship, their

he wlo does not-
God, is an ungodly wan, with all his exteinal re-
ligion, however gouod . that may be. Labor to
teach the child always to bave an eye to Ged—
write ou his brow, * Thou, God, seest me ;" stam
on bis bovks, * Thou, God, seest me"—bemcg
hiw to recollect that, ' '

‘ Within the encircling arms of God
He evermore doth dwell ;"

that the arms of Jehovah encompass him around,
while bis every act and theaglt is under the eye
-of God. - No Supday-school teacher discharges
his doty neiess he constantly lays stress upon the
fact that there 184 God Who notices everything
Oh | that we were more godly onrselves, that we
talked more of godliness, and’ that we loved it
beuter | rud -
The third lesson is—the evil of sin. If the
child does not learn that, be will ucver leara the
way to heaven. None of us over knew what. a
Saviour Christ was, till we knew what an evil
thivg sin was. 1f the Holy Ghost does not teach
as. * the excceding sinfaloess of  sin,” we shall
vever know the blesseduess of salvation. Let us

eyeruore be able to lay stress upon the abomid
ble natare of sin. * The face of the Lord is agaiost

_The next instraction is— get the children's at™§tbémn that do evil, tocat off the remembrance ‘of

them trom the face of the earth.” Don't spare:

' ‘i I \“. 'D"h" fom.t'w ‘“0 ‘b.m..;

| acted, as some would have..

of i
&

yout child; let him koow what sin leals 1o ;.
! don'u like some people, be afraid of speaking. the,
"consequences of sin plain and broadly. I have
+ beard of a father, oue of whose sous, a very un-_
| Mr:yowgmm, was taken off in a very sudden
' munuor.l« “He %m‘not,'u some would do, say to
his tamily, “ We hope your brother bas gone to'
be’awgu;,j’y‘ No; ‘bégpgvirqoming his ngtﬁ‘:l fex
j ugs, be was coabled b{y,diviqegmo‘e. to assemble
i bis children, and say, % My sons aod daughters,

¢

! your Utothier is ded ; 1 fear he is in hell'; you

| Knew his life and conduct, vou ‘saw now he be-

" haved : Gud snatched him ‘uway,” Then he so-

lewnly waroed them of the place to which he be-
lieved, und almost kuew he ‘was gone, ma
thows 1o shun it 5 and thore be was the means of
bringing them o serious thought. But had he

(45

ith
w,%.bq!. ﬂ&:h@ﬂlézpm
4 hopad.h m..‘gymg 9, '.!!'!'\"p..'}?"
would the ot ve said 1 “If he is gooe to
’ %g-.gl::’é ; oi'éi"w"fo‘\'\r‘,pw%g may

christian to say of some men that they are gone
tobell, when ‘we see that their lives bave ﬂ::
bellish lives. But it is said, * Can you judge your

t

L; i ; frants ; 1.do »

3 they jud,

doub

\m yng

Then look after |-

being godly, Many have all the externals of god- | %
Jhuess, all the outside of piety—sach men we cali |
religions —batthey have no thought about God. |

Sauday, their books,but uothing about God § aud |
respeet God, pray to God, love |

! | nothing to
‘we like.” No, no; 1 bold it is not" un-|,

| fellow creatures #* “No, but | ean know them by |
ot ) Wmm@u i

o L had.. L) e :,_x.,‘ 7 : »w U’ ! ;.
4| kuo ,“. - -y - |

In the fonith place, the joy and blessedness of
being a Christian, Well, I need not tell yon how
to talk about that, for if you know what it is to
be a Christian you will never be short of matter.
Ah ! beleved, when we get on this subject —our
mind cares not to speak, for it would riot in its
Jjoys, and revel in its bliss. Oh ! traly was it said
“ Blessed is the man ‘whose iniquity is forgiven,
and whose sin is pardoned.” ’ley was it said,
“ Blessed is he that trusteth in the Lord, and
whose hope the Lord is.” Always lay a stress
upon this poinky: that the ria_!uono are a blessed
people—that God's chosen family, redecmed by
blood and saved by power, are a blessed people
here bglow, and will be a blessed people abové.
Let your children soe that 'yon are blessed. If
they know you are in trouble, come with a smi-
Ii_l}ﬁl:cc, if it be possible, 80 that they may say,
by her is a bl man, although he is bowed
down by his troubles.” Always seek to keep a

joyous face that they ﬂ‘u&kﬁw religion to be a
blessed thing ; -and-let this bedoe wain point of
youritgaching, though * ) are the afflictions

us ;. ord delivereth him
t of them 'tk - He kéépeth all his bones : not
one of them is broken.”  “ The Lord redeemeth
the soul of his servants : and noue of them that
tradt in him shall bo desolate.”
us I bave given you these fite lessons ; and
now'in eonclusion, et we solemniy say, with all
the instruction you may give your children, you
must all of you be deeply conscions that you are
not eapable of doing anythingin the chijd’s salva-
tion; but that it is God himself who from the first
to the last ‘mast effect it- all. You are a pen ;
God:may wriie with you, but yon casnot write
yonuself.  You arc a sword ; God may with you
child’s sin, bat youdmnwi.;hy it your-
If. Be ye tbqrg(ou,';l-ay’ windful of this, that
be first taught of God yourself, and then
, ask God to teach, for unless a 'hi%bet
‘thag you instruct the child, that child
srish. Tt is hot all your instraction can
soul 1 it is“the blessing of God resting on
j008 :

pavhe:
it.tsl, B VTS 3 h

'May God bless your labors | - He will do it if
you:are instant in prayer, constant in supplica-
tion ;- for pever yet. did the earnest preacher, or

teacher, Jabor in vain, and never yet has it been
found that the bread ¢ast npoo the waters has
betn o -

Bc?nuul Norman Periods of English Litera-
BY PROFESSOR J. DEMILL.
No. 1x.

hp Anglo Normsn li}gntnﬁ lasted antil the

¥t

lish metrical romance is the thirteenth.
Unontil then then the only patrons of letters were
‘these who spoke Norman French. * During this
‘time the common people dil not waderstand
“French, and were therefore not pasticipators in
1@ patronage of poetry. They siood apart and
1o receive the benefit® The rnde‘verses
they may have sung were fragments of old
) _mo.:otﬁpgh' altempts to imitate the fo-
models. e most interesting production
e period is a poem in the Baxon dialect of
e, which isa’ Wace's Brut”
- e 'e."‘ u,
which wus probably made towards the end of the
12th century. It is pure Saxon gnd on the whole
does not contain more than 90 or 100 words of
Freach origin. ' Layamon wrote it for the com-
..!ouylpeoph, and in the same metre as the ori-
givak
. But the people were gradually rising. Toward
the beginning of the 13th centary the Barons
were resighiog King Johon, and obtaining bis signa-
ture to Magoa Cliarta, and in the middle of the
same century they again resisted the king and
‘Simon dé Moutfort's Parlisment ‘assewbled. In
this cedtury the people stood on the alert, the
English language began 16 assert itself, the nation
songht after leaders, and in the midst of these
fthings a the earliest extant specimens of
the Eoglisk metrical romance,
« The most.celebrated of the earliest English me-
trical romances are Sir Tristem, the life of Alex-
 ander the Greqti;tho, gest of K_ing Horn, Bevis of
_Hampton, and Grey of Warwick, together with
Haviok the Dane, when the hero of the poem
bears that name which has since become so Jear

gf,uipn of #

ask bis grace, then, when we teach, that we 'maig to Eoglish:nen. ~Arthor and his Koights of the

‘Round Table lived again to English ears and
scemed to tell of the aoeient greatness of the
country. These have wany different degrees of
L excellence, but they are all travslations or new
versions of those poems which had first beeo sung
by the Normav minstrels. = Yet, with these, Eng-
lish poetry began its splendid . carcer, and from
thh%ﬁmin the ‘xng ish metrical romance in-
creased and flourished
took the place of the Freach altogether. In'the
15th it began to deeline. In the 16th it died out,
and it last, in the 18th, Scott came, and the world
heard onee more the nobie ‘inusic of the old
poetry. ;
Here we must notice this, that after we have
rsued our early ballad literature to its farthest
 limit, and included all the productions that we
can find, even then we must confess that our early
eannot compate with that of other nations.
Ihe Spaniards have the romance of the Cid writ-
ten_in the middle of the 12th century. The
French claim all the productions of the minstrels
of Provauce and Normand .'O?ln Germans have
the Nlobélnw‘uf&hd,'m " with these we have
‘ er in comparison, The reason is
;ﬁhﬂm_ bt tz Wm when the English peo-
‘might have - ‘ great works in this re-
z::.&’oy were crushed, and

p
3

end of the 12th century and the earliest date of
t

till in the 14th centary, it
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The monks were the anthors of many of the prose
versions of the legends of warriors and saints.
From them too came many of the stories of com-
mon life, those old jests and rude tales which stili
live in literature.  Joseph of Exeter, Ingulphus
Ordericus Vitalis and William of Malmesbury, are
names that stand out conspicuons. Bat the best
of them all is that glorious old Welshman—@Gcof-
frey of Monmouth—to whom all the world owes a
debt of gratitade ; for his patriotism led bLim to
make kn{wn the legends of his native land, and
80 he wrote his history ‘of the ancient Britons.
Then the Norman minstrel first read of Arthur
and his Knights, and at ouce that splendid assem-
blage enme forth, and the poctry of chivalry re-
ceived its crowning grace.

To these mouks we owe the chronicles to which
we still must refer for onr history. We owe to
them also thai famous work of fiction, the Gesta
Romunoram, or, as it is commonly ecalled, the
Gesta, a wonderful production, wherethe herves
are classical and the manners medimyal ; filled
‘with'anachronisins and ) ¢
be langhed at. ' ‘
poets and dramatists !
Shakespeare himself did nvt
this the plots of his plays. . =

Thas on looking back we see the intellectan!
life of the nation represented by two chavucters,
"thie monk and the minstrel —ihie one representing
the charch, the other chivaley:’ “The reat of the
world trades, or fights, or governs ; these think
for the people, and the people gain the benefit.

Bat changes occur. An advancement takes
place in tho®ht which awounts to a revolation.
The ohureb is not enough for the nation ; and a
poetry of wider scope is needed. So England goes
oo through straggles and tronbles, till it reaches a
new period in its intellectual development ; two
great original minds appear, and while Wyclitfe
beeomes the morniog star of the Reformation ;—
Chauger becomes ihe father of Euglish poetry.

(To be continued.)

For the Christian Visitor.
A Scripture Panorama,
OR PICTURKS OF THE PALACE, THE PRISON, AND
THE PRAYER-MEETING.
Drawn from Acts xii.
BY REV. 8. T. RAND,
No. 8.
The writer of a Tragedy wonld probally in-
troduce Herod somewhat after the following

fashion: “City of Jerusalem; royal palace;
king's private apartment ; king and others.” is

crown and sword lying on the mat beside him---

a joll of parchment, with a hage seal affixed.
This is the Imperial commission of Claudius
Cwesar, confirming him in the possessions bestow-
ed on him by Caligula, and making large acces-
sions theroto,

Something like the following soliloquy might
with great probability be put into his mouth :
“Well! I'm at last a king ! thanks to myself,
“T've over-reached and baffled every foe;

“ All opposition trodden to the dnst,
“ And conquered Fortune—even Fate itsclf.
“ I’ve seen such strange vicissitudes !

“ Have fled from ha itors, songht death

“In desperation. Iiungerzs aEinhky*hnn‘ff,

“ Neglect, disgrace, contempt and deep remorse

“ Have nerved this arm to end so vile a life !

“ Fortune again hath smiled, opened her stores

“ Aud showered her favors on me. And vow I
reign.

“T'm seated oun a throne ; I wear a crown ;

“ The name; the honors, the perplexities,

“ The cares and the drudgery of royal state

“ Weigh heavily on my soul, and press me down.

“I own the royal palaces —the myrmidons;

“The wretched slaves cronch wemblingly be-
fore me;

“ Bat where's the royal bliss! the happiness !

“That from my earliest days flitted beforeme!?

“ And is this all 7 and is there nothirg more ¢

“Alas! alas! what wretched pay for pains!

“ Poace, happiness, rest—all elude my search,

“ And royal honors are a galling chain —

“ An agly iron chaip, tho’ gilded bright,—

“ Which, as I drag it, daily heavier grows.”

The writer of a Tragedy might represent him
as continuing the soliloquy in blank verse, mea-
suring his cadences, and counting his fingers to
see that no line contained too many syllables. and
none too few. But we may supposc bim to be
too much in earvest for snch childish trifling :
pondering over his difficalties, and planning how
to conquer them ; for in the Jews he has a pretty
ugly sev of fellows to deal with. Suddenly a
bright thought occurs to him: I'll pacify the
Jews by persecating the Nazarenes. 1'll sumnmon
ithe Coancil, and propose to aid in exterminating
the bated sect,

. Oar next pictare of the palace s, therefore, the
Council Chamber, the king presiding at the
Board, the Jewish Sanhedrim assembled, with
the High Priest at their head, centurions, xol-
diers, lictors, and other officials at their posts.
You recognige the several characters by their
costame and badges of office. All countenances
are grave ; some of them sad ; some animated :
all earnest exocpt the soldiers and others of the
lowest grade. The countenance of the High
‘Priest botokeos unusual emotion, We scem al-
most to hear bis words: “ Yoar Majesty would
confer the greatest possib'e favour upon the na-
tion by the proposed measure—-the blessiog of
the God of our fathers would rest on you and
your posterity forever. The whole nation will
rise up and call you blessed.” Cast vour eyes
away to the left of the main portion of the pic-
ture, and you sée a man led out to execution; a
little beyond an execationer is holding up a drip-
ping head before a crowd, who are in the act of
shouting vociferously, * Herod has killed James,
-the brother of Johu, with the sword.”
Next pictare : Council Chamber again, and the
fages, but all wearing a very differcut ex-
| pression.  The king lovks pleased. The elders
bqﬂi casting glapces at him and at each other.
Some of them are whispering togethier, evidently
hearing and telling very agreeablo news, while

| the High Priest, with an expression of manifest

'on his coantenance, is addressing the king.
ere is no difficulty in divining the subject of

| bis address : “ May it plesse your Majesty, the

measaro has already.had the most bap

Gny Keﬂut.
) | The people are loud in your praises. They are
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|
{to necromaney, and deems himselt a prophet, Tle
(18 called Stmon Peter. Hersedled a h!-l-Mu"ln-r
| of God and the temple and the king.  He there-
’ fore deserves to dic. Your gaards may arrest him
| at any moment without d.flicuity or danger.
Cast your eyes to the left of the picture, and
| you see the Apostle Poter, surronnded by a crowd
| of boys and men, marched ot 'to the prison.
! Buat here 1s a pictare of a very ditferent char-
| acter from the preceding, thongh some of the
”mrﬁnlmgrw are the same. It is the Judoment
{ Hall this thime, the king seated in the jndgment
| seat. The Il is crowded with spectators, for it

is a cause 1 which all teel the deepest iuterest,
Do you see those men in chains, all wearing the
zarb of Roman soldiers?  Couut them. Do you
make sixteen ? Yes, there are just sixteen.  Six-
teen men are on trial for heir lives.  They are
charged with the capital offence of baving suffer-
ol prisoner committed to their castody, uonder
sentence of death, to escape, LUader, all. the cir-
cumstanecs of Lthe case, 'tEo erimge is gonsidered
| one. ‘*W,“m}h"n of
high (réaeon. Hear the stofy ;" mworning
there was to have been a public excention.  The
whoh city  was in expectation, Hundreds of
people had pianped to be present, and had ar-
ranged their bosiness aceordingly. Ladicsof rank
and all ragks miedbt to go. Tue boys in the pub-
lic schools had " pétitiened for a holiday, and got
it THE caravan that was veady to stary for Ezvpt
day belore yestérday had postponed their depart-
ure for three days,,im order to be present at the
interesting spectacle.  Bat early in the moruing,
l while all classes were on the tip-toe of cxpecta-
tion, strange ramors began to be atloat u the
city. It was whispered about that the prisoner
had escaped.  All conceivable reports followed
cach other, and passed around the city and out
in every direction over the country.  Before
[ many days it way have been curiently reported
among the hills of Jodea and the mountains of
Gahlee, that there had been a tremendous earth-
quake at Jernsalem, that the prophecy in Zacha-
{rtah bad been fultilled, that Mount Olivet had
been severed in the mudsty, and that half of the
| mountain had removed toward the North and
| half toward the South, and that the crucitied
Nuz«n'cinc hae returncd to l:uku vengeauce on his
{rcnemi(es, and vaise his followers to glory, domi-
; nion and power. Among the Rowan and Jewish
| rulers, however, certain facta of the case were
!Snun known, Pceter had escaped their hands.
{ The proper officials had gone to the prison to
| fetch him, and ‘he was not there. They had
searched for the missing Peter, but they had
| searched in vain.
. — e —l ¢ > ¢~

Forty Years of Prayer.

Dr. Speacer, in a sermon upon delay of con-
version, savs,—* Make up a congregation of a
thousand Christians. Divide them iato five
classes accoiding to the ages at which they be-
came Christians,  Place in the first class all those
converted under 20 vears ot age; .and in
ihe fifth class all those converted between 50 and
60. Of your thousand Christians there
were hopefully converted under 20 veurs of age,
518. . Between 50 and 60 years of age,
3. Here are your five classes! Bup yoa com-
plain of me; von ask. \Vhy stop.at 60 years old 2
Ab! well, then, if yon will have a sixth class, and
can cali it a class—converted between 60 and 90
years of age—one. Just one cut of a thousand
Christians converted over sixty years old ! What
a les:on on delay I What an awful lesson!”

In view of such facts, the hearts of Christians
are naturally saddened as they see those whom
they love living on from . year to year wnsaved,
“ Hope deferred maketh the heart sick” if those
friends pass the age of 60 years, still unconverted.
Desirous of encouraging some believing wife or
Christian child to hold ou to the very last in
prayer and effort, I pen this sketch of one in a
thonsand.

In early manhood, be resided in western New
York, where he married bis loving Christian wife.
He becam: dissipated, and irf the course of years
removed to the West.  He becaine an abandoned
drunkard, horse racer, gambler and profane swear-
er. Intellectually, he was sharp, smart, and witty.
At sixty vears of age, blear-eyed, noisy and poor ;
he waus always welcome in the cireles of debauch-
ery, becanse of his ubility to make sport for the
crowd. Repeatedly, delirium-tremens brought
him to the verge ot the grave. For a time imme-
diately following these attacks, he would ake
feeble effurts Lo reform,

My irst acquaintance with him, began a short
time after his last attack of that terrible disease.
Atter his recovery, he bhad been induced to go
into the country and spend a few weeks with a
wartied danghter where he miglit be out of the
way of temptation. At length he returned to his
home in the crowing western village. Just at
that time, the Presoytery of assembled in
that village to instal a pastor over the litde
church of which his wife was a member. The
installation services wera to be atiended in the
cvening.  During the previous afterioon, the
Presbytery gave attention to its ordinary business
in the church.  The old man who never went to
the house ot God, but had just returned from the
ccuntry after his recovery from the deliriam-
tremens, wandering near the chureh, cawe ip,
and listened to the discussions of the brethrén
upon the topics under cousideration. The elergy-
man who was to preach the iostallation sermon
nad spoken upown some topic in the old man's
presence, in a manner that interested him. On
his return home, he said to his wife, * I believe
that | will go and hear that man preach to-night,
for I like the cut of his jib.” Hu attended the
service, and sat direetly in front of the pulpit.
The sermon was from this text: “Be o! good
conragé, and let us play the wmen for our pecple
and for the cities of our God; and the Lord do
that which seemeth bim good.”

The preacher dwelt upon the chureh's eonflict,
the source of her strength, and the eharacteristics
of her leaders. The worl:t was regarded as a bat-
tle field—Christ and the church coniendieg with
Satan and bis legivcs. The old man bad served
in the war of 1812, The war figure suited bim,
and he saw that he must fight if he would be
saved from the oppression of Satan,” He went
home. An arrow shot from a bow, drawn at &
venture, bad been directed by the Spirit of God to
his heart. lo the agony of conflicting emotions,
his spirit was ready to ory out-~*O wretched man
that I am ! wiio shall deliver me from the body of
this death 17 = His Christian wife pointed him to
Jesus and praved with bism.
to sleep. About two o'clock i the
said to his wife—* | believe that T
do get up aud strike & light.”  The;
the word of Gud, praved au ! rej
anspeakable.  With difficult 1{’
him from visiting the

morning he
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Le retired, but not .
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