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For the Christian Visitor. 

A Scripture Panoramma, 

OR PICTURES OF THE PALACE, THE PRISON; AND 

THE PRAYER-MEETING. 

Drawn from Acts xii. 

BY REV. 8. T. RAND, 
NO. 2. 

Acts xii.) First: A King is 
e resides at Jerusalem, He 

commences to trouble some of the Christians, 
He kills one of the Apostles. He ascerthins that 
this outrageous act pleases the Jews, whose favor 

Let us read it, 

| itis his interestto gain, He, therefore, proceeds to 
arrest another, confines him in prison and faerie 
him with upusnal care. Prayer is wade by the 

| ehureh without ceasing to God for the inearecra- 
ted Peter. * On the very night before be is to be 
executed, an delivers * him from all the ex- 

n of the Jews.” = He arrives at. ayer- 
oeeting, avd sstonishes the church by his appear- 

| ance, The soldiers discovering in the morning 
that the prisoner bas made his escape, are, as 

| they might well be, in great consternation, “ Tuere 
was no small stir among them.” The king learn- 

the prisoner to escape, 

This king is next exhibited to us at Cesare, ar- 
rayed in gorgeous apparel, making an oration to 
the re ae who pronounced him a god, wheu the 
angel of the Lord smites the impious monarch ; 
he 18 eaten with worms and dies. 

Stch are the principal facts crowded iato the 
compass of thirty verses. Such is the Panorama 

ed before our eyes in this brief chapter. 
h event narrated teems with suggestions, rais- 

ing questions and reflections. Each stroke ol 
the divine pencil is a picture over which we may 
pause, admire and wonder and rejoice. The 
more powerful our microscope may be, the more 
distinctly shall we discern the éutlines and the 
filling out of the pictures, the scenes and the 
actors, and we can seem to hear their voices too 
~voices from heaven, voices from earth and voi- 
ces from hell—as the Panorama of pieasant and 
painful pictures passes before us. Now, I beg to 
state distivetly that I am no painter. I know 
next to nothing about either the science or the 
art of drawing. But I can conceive of the rich 
views which this chapter would open up to one 

| who should possess the skill to wield the pencil 
aright. And, farther, I never attended the thea- 
tre in my life, and do not know as I ever read 
tragedy. Bat kad Shakespear, or Milton, or 
men of meaner name undertakén to write “a mo- 
ral and religious tragedy,” or had Charlotte Eli- 
sabeth been at a loss for facts upon which to 
ground a religious romance, how richly they would 
‘have been supplied by the twelfth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, aye, and by many other 

the top of Mount Olivet, which overl8oks the City 
| of Jerusalem from the east. Stretch your eyes 
over the city, and see if you ean discover the 

tran of cliariots waiting before the Ah! 
nize 

the royal pu and the reyal retinue. Come 
ifkide the Taian. Look] see what halls! 
what galleries! what large apartmeuts! what 

pictures | and orna- 
ments | what rich carpetings | what a dis- 

of gold and silver, and costly jewels! 
into the kitchen. What a host of menials ; 

ions are going on; what order; 
oo the part of some ; what slav- 

of others. What 
Do you see a figure 

where ! Is all joyousness 
no oue weep in such a 

what haanghtiness 

4 

k Wal- | place as this i: Are there no pains? No restless 
£ Sighla.oc money. days | Can you hear no sighs ? 

| To whow much is given, of him w 
| quired. Alas! for the king who shall be found 
- | wanting. And ‘look again! What are these 

An o sounds of weeping? Ha! 
What is this? What are these words written 

onder & 1 “ Meue, mene, tekel, up- 
arsin.” These, these, ate indeed ominous words! 

¢ weighed in the balance like other 
ust stand before God in judgment. 

ill much be re- 
men, e 

hat flash out on every wall, on every pil 
very seat, on every cushion, on iy 

ope ed them § “Vanity of cani- 
as! Alas? Such is our 

palace. Let us 

YOR 

7 ¥ * 

i | find'it# Not far from the palace I.ween; 
we be ow 

dvye, 
re it is, and no mistake. Government house 

e—and there close by it et nt 
a 5 connection between the two 

ts. Inm 
other. an unhappy 

ae been. elevated to the oue 

hy 

ore senses {Jfian one are they | 

| —thev are not taken 

” of special prayer.” Watch were they tarn inl 
Watch, too, and wark hew they go! They are 
not émiling and bowing and chatting as they walk, 
Some, indeed, walk boldly on, with a firm look 
and » firm fearless tread, as though defiant of all 
the powers of earth and hell. Others seem fright- 
at They keep looking around as if appre: 
hensive of danger. They are not moving in mas 
ses. Seme wait till evening, for these are trying 
times. Bat they all turn in at the “door of the 
gate” that leads to Mary's house. As the even- 
ing advances there is longer waiting at the gate, 
indicative of fear and cantion on the part of the 
worshippers within. Here, then, are the palace, 
the prison, and the prayer-meeting. We will not 
linger: any longer to moralize. We must visit 
them again, aud in the same order. Let us re- 
turn to the palace. Here is a spacious apart- | 
went, garnished with all the conveniences and 
luxarics that rank and wealth can furnish. Here 
sits an ugly looking man, with a shurp project 
chio, dow-cast eyes, and a countenance that 
tokens care and deep laid schemings. Who is 
this man ¥ and what is he? and what is the all- 
engrossiug subject of his thoughts # This is * He- 
rod the king.” Herod Agrippa. He is the 
grandson of Herod the Great, in whose days Je- 
sus was bora in Bethlehem, and who was the 
murderer of the invocents. He is the nephew of 
Herod the tetrarah, the murderer of Jobn the 
Baptist, and he is to be remembered as having 
killed James the son of Zebedee with the sword, 
I have never seen * Fowler's” chart of his head ; 
but I have seen Dr. Kitto's chart of his charac- 
ter. And # have seen his profile, and have read 
his history in Josephus, whose sketch tallies 
with that of Luke's in this chapter; and from 
whom we learn many interesting particulars of 
his life. and death, passed over by Luke, as not 
being necessary io his object. His has been a che- 
quered life. He was born a Jew, but reared and 
educated at Rome. He has been a reckless spend- 
thrit. He bas had to ran away for debt. He 
has been the companion of royalty. He has been 
imprisoned on the'charge of sedition, and chained 
by a soldier that kept bim. He has been sud- 
denly released by the death of one Emperor and 
the clevation of another. He has exchanged his 
iron chain for a golden ‘chain of carnal weight. 
He has been elevated first to a part and then to 
the whole territory over which his grand-father 
Herod ‘reigned. This is the man that sits be- 
‘fore us. ’ 

(To be continued.) 
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Saxon and Norman Periods of English Litera- 
ture. 

BY PROFESSOR J. DEMILL. 

No. vm. 

The Norman. minstrel looked on all thin 
throngh the medium of romance, and even if he 
sang, as he used to do, of Alexander the Great, 
be made bim a feudal knight. He came over to 

"| royal residence, the ce of king Herod. Yes, | Eogland with ‘his master and there he heard of 
_ | that must be it. We may know it by its size, by [certain old British heroes whose names had lived 

its magnificence, by its surroundings, by its | for generations among the mountains of Wales, of 
; RE os gilded turrets, by its e ¢ work- | whow the Saxons had known nothing. These ""T'manship ; its walls of polished marble and pillars | the Norman, minstrel appropriated. Heo found 

stg. | of rophéry, its porticos and the maguificent them in England, and be raised them out of ob- 
g. | buildings that surround it. See, too, gs 4 Acari, aoc Ahogud. at a wealth of pe 4 

creation, the charm of which at once d ahd 
fascinated all Europe, and wen heard of Avthar 
ana. his Round Table, from the Straits of Dover 
to the Dardanelles. : i 

Charlemague and his Paladins met with a rival 
in the knights whom. the Norman minstrel found 
in Eogland. For his fancy gave a new character 
to these old Britons, transforming them, and ex- 
alting them into perfect types of all that is most 
noble and gentle and valorous, and endowing 
them with those ideal qualities which the world 
had learned to esteem as the highest virtnes. : 
He left us the Epopea of Arthur, and in that 

we find the greatest productions of bis genius 
which best illustrates the whole character of his 
poetry, both in form and in sentiment. ; 
When we regard the Epopeea of Arthur, what 

ig it that we see? ~*~ 
A valiant man, the mirror of knighthood, with- 

out stain and without reproach ; tender-hearted 
and meek; and pitifal ; aye and Christ-like with, 
all his valor ; for the minstrel owes his juspira- 
tion to chivalry, and chivalry blended the war- 
rior and the saint in one. this sublime con- 
ception of Arthur came before the world, a war- 
rior and a king, blameless in life, a christian, with 
forgiveness in his heart and on his lips, an impres- 
sive union of valor and piety. fi 

Around him all his knights,—8ir Tristam, and 
Sir Lancelot, and Sit Gawaine, and their fellows, 
ready to fight against any odds, against magi 
aod dragous, and eachanters, and even the foul 
fiend himself. ; i 
There are some of parer mould in whom the 

saintly spirit is stronger than all else—men he 
yearn after purity and holiness, who devote all 
life. to the holy questy,afier the sang grail, and know no wpiracion less heavenly than Christ. 
Among these there are women of every charac.’ ter—the beautiful, the innocent, the oil , the 

“We koow them all, air Tors 
V ATE | from real life, they are the 

creations of thivtiht but yet they are all none the 
less effective over all life and th for many of 
‘them eame as a bright ideal, a new revelation, a 

Eo seit a r could Aud be 

1 

self-sacrificing. 

equal he lowed in shelf fo 
= 

FE pw 

12th centary by Wace, deriving its name from 
Brutus, roms giandson of Aeveas, whom the poet 
8 ize to have settled in England ; the other 
i8 the * Roman de Rou,” which gives the history 
of Normandy from the time of Rollo the first 
Duke. 
~The true work of the Norman minstrel is this, 

Bat that he gave songs to the people, but that he 
ed the people what to sing and how to sing it. 
idered in this light, we see that he bas affect- 

all subsequent time. 
In bis poetry the people saw two things—the 

rm and the sentiment. The, Norman brought 
Lover from the continent rhyme, and the Saxon, 

had only kuown alliteration, became con- 
scious of a higher charm. He beard also the 
measnred verses of his conqueror, and learned 
how far they surpassed those rude lines of his own 
poems which had no metre, and moved so clam- 

silly, and with. such a harsh eadence. He heard 
i his alliteration for- 

be- | ever. For how ons 44 a Fe alliterative verses 
compare with that grand music of the ballad 
line, with its varying harmonies to suit every mood, 
aud the noble rhythm of its How. That ballad 
line is the true invention and the peculiar posses- 
sion of the modern world, combining in its move- 
meat that order amid disorder, that uniformity 
wrgid variety, which gave it its pecaliar charm. 

Bat higher than the forin there comes the sen- 
timent, far above all—the theme of these poems 
passes into the heart of the nation, and the ro- 
mantic element adds itself to thought, and lives 
as a perpetual influence. 

In one word the Norman gave us the metrical 
romance. 
Time passes, and an assimilating process goes 

on between the two races, the difference becomes 
fainter, until at length the Normun passes away. 
Then comes a new period in which the English 
language lifts up its head. Its utterance 
is at first faint and.rade, It bears the marks of 
great changes, which have been wrought by great 
events. The nation has absorbed all that the fo- 
reigner could give, and as the language is a mix- 
ture of Saxon and Norman, se also are the senti- 
ment and the literature of the people. 

(To be continued.) 
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“ Come, ye Children.” 
A SERMON ADDRESSED TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

TEACHERS, 
BY THE REV. 0. H. SPURGEON, 

Preached on Wednesday Afternoon, Feb. 20, 1865. 

‘ Come, ye childreu, haarken unto me : 1 will teach you 
the fear of the Lord.” Psalm xxxiv, 11. 

It is a singular thing that good men frequently 
discover their duty whew they are placed in wost 
homiliating positions, Never in Dayid's life was 
he in a worse plight thao that which suggested 
this Psalm, Ii is, as you read al the commence: 
ment “ A Psalm of Bavid, when he changed his 
behaviour before” Abimelech ; who * drove him 
away, and he departed.” David was carried be- 
fore King Ackish, the Abimelech of Philistia, 
and, in order to make his escape, he pretended to 
be mad, accompanying that profession with cer- 
tain very degrading symptoms which might well 
seem to betoken his insanity. He was drivea 
from the palace, and, as usual, when such mes 

 aredin the street, 8 amber of children asscmbled 
Be +S -sng er 8, when he sang songs of 

aise to God, recollecting how he become 

say, “ Ah! I have lowered myse!fin the estima- 
tion of generations that shall live afier me, by my 
folly in the streets before the: children ; now I 
will endeavonr 10 undo the mischief.” * Come, 
ye children, bearken nuto me : 1 will teach you 
the fear of the Lord,” 
Very possibly, if David had never been in such 

a position, he would never have thought of this 
duty ; for I do not discover in any other psalm 
that David said, “ Come, ye children, hearken 
anto me.” © He had the cares of his cities, his 
‘provinces, and his pation pressing ‘upon him, and 
was but little attentive to the education of yeath ; 
‘but here, being brought into the meanest position 
which man could possibly oceupy, having become 
as one bereft of reason, be recollects his duty. 
The exalted, br prosperous Christian is not always 
mindful of the lambs, that doty generally de- 
volves ou Peters, whose confidence and pride have 
been crushed, and who rejoice thus practically to 
answer the question, * Lovest thou me 1” 

Departing, however, from this thought, let: me 
address myself to the text, * Come, ye children, 
 hearken unto me : 1 will teach you the fear of the 
Lord,” First, I will give you one doctrine ; se- 
condly, 1 shall give you two encouragements ; 
thirdly, three admonitions ; fourthly, four instruc- 
‘tions ; end fifthly, I shall give yon five subjects 
Jor children : all taken from the text. 

I. First, one nocrrine. “ Come, ye children, 
hearken unto me: 1 will teach you the fear ot the 

| Lord.” The doctrine is, that children are capable 
| of being taught the fear of the Lord. Men are 
generally wisest after they have been the most 
foolish. David hud been extremely foolish, and 
‘zow he became extremely wise ; and being so, it 
was not likely that be woald ntier foolish senti- 
‘ments, or give directions such as would be dic- 

by some that children cannot understand the great 
wysteries of religion. We even know some Sab- 
‘bath school teachers who cautiously avoid men- 
tioning the ; 
they think 1 e children are not prepared to re- 
ceive them. Alas! the same mistake has crept 
into the pulpit, for if is currently believed among 
a certain class of preachers, that many of the doc: 
trives of the word of God, althongh trué, are not 
fit to be taught to the people, since they would 
pervert them to their own destraction. Away 
with such priesteraft | Whatever my God has 

to be ed. Whatever he hus 
if I am not capable of noderstandiog it, 

| will sill believe, and preach it. I do hold that | there is vo doctrine of the word of God which 
\ if be be salvation, is not capable 

ving. I would have children taught all 

erstaud the 1 am that 
: a child T cook bred i 

as 

iy yn a hit 
iscusscd many a 

Srp Lo | 

os dye” 1 
t a. 

Farid 

SpA Silane ed 

‘tated by a weak mind. We bave heard it said | 

reat doctrines of the gospel, because 

Per 
- 2 2 5 

and receive the word of God. As soon as chil- 
dren can learn evil, be assured that they are comn- 
petent, under the teaching of the oly Giiost, to 
learn good. Never go to your class with the 
thought that the children cannot comprehend yon; 
for if you do wot make them understand, it is be- 
cause you do not understand yourselves; if you do 
not teach children what you wish, it is because you 
are not fit for the task : you should find out sim- 
pler words more suited for their capaeity, and then 
you would discover that it was not the fault of 
the child, but the fault of the teacher, if he did 
not learn. I hold that children are capable of 
salvation. Ie who in divine sovereignty reclaim: 
eth the grey harwred sinner from the error of his 
ways, can taro a little child frow its youthful fol- 
lies. He who in.the eleventh hour findeth some 
standiog idle in the market-place, and sendeth 
them into the vineyard, can call men at the dawn- 
ing of the ‘ay to labor for him.. He who can 
change the course of a river when it has rolled on- 
ward and become a mighty flood, can control a 
new-born rivulet leaping from its cradle fountain, 

and make it ran in the channel he desireth. He 
can-do all things; he can work aupou children’s 
hearts as he pleases, for all are under his control. 

I will not stay to establish the doctrine, because 
I do not consider that any of you are so foolish as 
to doubt it. - But although you believe it, I fear 
many of you do not expect to hear of children 
being saved. Tliroughout the churches 1 have 
noticed a kind of abhorrence of anything like 
early, child-like piety. We are frightened at the 
idea of a little boy loving Christ : and if we hear 
of a little girl following the Saviour, we say it is 
a youthful fancy, an early impression that will die 
away. My dear friends, { beséech you, never treat 
infant piety with suspicion. It is a tender plant 

—— 

IIT. Now, thirdly, | give you THREE ADMONI 
TIONS, 

‘Lhe first is,—recollect whom you are teaching. 

* Come, ye children.” 1 think we ought always 
to have respect to our audience, not that we need 
care that we are preaching to Mr. So-and-so, Sir 
William thie, or My Lord that—because in God's 
sight that is a trifle ; but we are to remember 
that we are preaching to men and women who 
have souls, so that we oaght not to occupy their 
time by things that are not worth their hearing. 
But when you teach in S8abbath-schools, vou are, 
111t be possible, in a more responsible situation 
even than a minister. “He preaches to grown up 
people—men of jodgment, who, if they do not 
like what he preaches, have the option of 
goiug somewhere else ; you teach children who 
have no option to go elsewhere. If you teach the 
®hild wrongly be believes you ; if you teach him 
beresics he will receive them ; what youn teach 
hun now he never will forget. Yon are not sow- 
ig, as some say, on virgin soil, for it has long 
been occapied by the devil ; bot you are sowing 
on a soil wore fertile now than it ever will be— 
that will produce fruit now tar better than it will 
do in after days ; you are sowing on a young 
heart, and what you sow will be pretty sure to 
abide there, especially if you touch evil, for that 
will never be forgotten. You are beginning with 
the child ; take care what yon do with him.— 
Don’t spoil him. Many & child bas been treated 
like the Indian children who have eopper plates 
put on their foreheads, so that they may never 
grow. There are many who know themselves to 
be simpletons now, just because those who had 
the care of them when young gave them no op- 
portunities of getting knowledge, so that when 
they became old they cared nothing about it. 

—dou’t brugh it too hard. 1 heard a tale some 
time ago, which I believe to be perfectly authen- 
tic. A dear little girl, souie five or six years old, 
a true lover of Jesus, requested of her mother that 
she might join the church. The mother told her 
she was too young. The poor little thing was 
grieved exceedingly ; and after awhile the mother, 
who saw that piety was in her heart, spoke to the 
minister on the subject. The minister talked to 
the child, and said to the mother, “1 am tho- 
roughly convinced of her piety, but I cannot take 
ber into the church, she 1s toovyoung.” When 
the child heard that, a strange gloom passed over 
her face ; and the next morning when her mother 
went to her little bed she lay with a pearly tear 
or two on each eye, dead for very grief: her heart 
was broken, because she could not follow her Sa- 
vioar, and do as he had bidden her. 1 would not 

have murdered that child for the world! Take 
care how vou treat young piety. Be tender of it. 
‘Believe that children can be saved as much as 
voursclves. When you see the young heart 
brought to the Savioar, don’t stand by aad speak 
barshly, mistrusting everything. It is better 
sometimes to be deceived than to be the means 
of ramning one. God send two his people a more 
firm belief that little buds of grace are worthy of 
all care. f 

II. Now, secondly, I will give you rwo ExcoOU- 
RAGEMENTS, both of which you will find in the 
text. 
The first encouragement is that of pious ez- 

ample, David said, * Come, ye children, hearken 
unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 
You are not asbamed to tread in the footsteps of 
David, are you? You will not object 10 follow the 
example of one who was first eminently holy, aud 
then eminently great. Shall the shepherd boy, 
the giant slayer, the psalmist of Israel, and the 
wonarch, tread in footsteps which you are too 
proud to follow ¥ Ah! no; you will be bappy, 
I am sure to be as David was. If you waat, how: 
ever, a higher example, even than that of David, 
bear the Son of David while from his lips the 
sweet words flow, “ Suffer the little childien to 
come unto me and forbid them not, for such is 
the kingdom of heaven.” 1 am sure it would en 
courage if vou always thought of these examples, 
You teach children—you are not dishonoured by 
it. Some say vou are a mere Sabbath-school 
Teacher, but you are a noble personage, holding 
an honorable office, and having illustrious prede- 
cessors. We love to see persons of some stand- 
ing in society take an interest in Sabbath-schools, 
One great fault in many of our churches is that 
the children are left to the young people to take 
care of-—the older members who have more wis- 
dom, taking but very little notice of them ; aod 
very ofien the wealthier members of the church 
stand aside as if the teaching of the poor were not 
it indeed 1t is) the special business of the rich. 
hope for the day when the mighty men of Is- 

racl shall be found helping in this great warfare 
against the enemy. In the United State we have 
heard of presidents, of judges, men of congress, 
and persons in the highest positions—not conde- 
scending, for I scorn to use such a term, bat ho- 
poring themselves Ly teaching little children in 
Sabbath-schools. He who teaches a class in a 
Sabbath-school has earned a good degree. 1 had 
rather receive the title of S.8.T,, than M.A., B.A., 
or any other honor that ever was cooferred. Let 
me beg of you then to take heart, because your 
duties are so hooorable. Let the royal example 
of David, let the noble, the godlike example of 
Jesus Christ inspire you with fresh diligence and 
increasing ardour, with confident and enduring 
perseverance, still to go on in your mighty work, 
saying as David dud, “ Come, ye children, hearken 
unto me : 1 will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 
The second encouragement 1 will give is the 

encouragement of great success. David said}* 
“ Qome, ye chiidren, hearken uuto me :” he did 
not add, “ perhaps I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord,” but * I will teach you.” He had suc- 
cess ; or if he had vot, others have. The success 
of Sabbath-schools | If 1 begin to speak of that 
I shall bave an endless theme ; therefore, [ will 
not commence. Many volumes might be written 
on it, and then when all were written, we might 
say, “ [ suppese that even the world itself could 
vot contain all that might be written.” Up 
onder where the starry hosts perpetually sing 
is high praise—up where the white robed throng 

continually cast their crowns beneath his feet— 
we may behold the success of Sabbath-schools. 

‘too, where infant millions assemble Sab- 
‘bath, after Sabbath, to sing, “ Gentle Jesus, meck 
| and mild,” we see with joy the success of Sab- 
‘bath-schools. And op here, in almost every pul- 
, of our land, and there in the pews where the 

sit, and godly members join in worship 
success of Sabbath-schools. And 

AWAY ACrOss y broad ocean in the islets 
)e-south, in lands where those dwell who bo 

the mig 

"ing children ; mind what you are doing. 

* his mother conceive him. 

{lave a care what you are after ; you are teach- 

poison in the spring, and it will impregnate the 
whole stream. Take care what you are after, sir! 
You are twisting the sapling, and the old oak will 
be bent thereby. Have a care! It is a child's 
soul you are tampering with, if you are tampering 
at all ; it is a cbild’s sonl you are preparing for 
eternity if God is with you. Igive you a solemn 
admonition on every child's behalf.  Sarely, it it 
be treachery to administer poison to the dying, 
it must be far more criminal to give poison to the 
young life. If it be evil to mislead grev-headed 
age, it must be far more so to turu aside the 
young heart to a road of error in which he may 
for ever walk. Ah! it is a solemn admonition— 
you arc teaching children. 
The second is, recollect that you are teaching 

Jor God. * Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 
[ will teach you the fear of the Lord.” If you, as 
teachers, were only assembled to teach geogra- 
phy, I am sure I should not interfere if you were 
to tell the children that the north pole was close 
to the equator ; if you were to say that the ex- 
tremity of South America verged hard by the 
coast of Europe ; | would smile at'your error, and 
perbaps should even retail it as a joke, if I beard 
you asssure them that Eogland was in the middle 
of Africa. But you are not teaching geography 
or astronomy, nor are you teaching for business 
or for the world—but you are teaching them to 
the best of your ability for God. Yousay to them, 
“Children, ye come here to be taught the Word 
of God ; you come here, if it be possible, that we 
may be the means of saving your souls.” Have 
a care what vou are after when yeu pretend to be 
teaching them for God: Wound the child's baod 
if you like, bat, for God's sake, don't touch his 
heart. Say what you like about temporal matters, 
but I besecch yon in spiritual matters, take care 
how you lead him. Oh! be careful that it is the 
truth which you inculcate, and only that. And 
now how solemn your work becomes | He who 
is doing a work for himself Jet him do it as he 
likes ; but he who is laboring for another, let him 
take care how he does his work ; he who is em- 
ployed by a monarch let him beware how he per- 
forms his duty ; but he who labors for God let 
him tremble lest he doth bis work ill! Remem- 
ber you are laboring for God. 1 say so, because 
you profess to be, Alas! many, I fear, even 
amoug you, are far from having this view of the 
matter. 

The third admonition is—remember that your 
children want teaching. The text implies that, 
when it says, “ Come, ye children, hearken unto 
me : | will teach you the fear of the Lord.” That 
makes your works all the more solemn, If chil- 
dren did not want teaching, ] would not be so 
extremely anxious that you should teach them 
right ; for works of supererogation—works that 
sre not nccessary, men may do as they please. 
But here the work is neceseary. Your child wants 
teaching | He was born jn iniquity ; in sin did 

He has an evil heart ; 
he knows not God, and he never will unless he is 
taught. He is not like some ground of which we 
bave heard, that hath good seed lying hidden in 
its very bowels ; but, instead thereof, he hath evil 
seed within his heart. God can place good seed 
there, Yon profess to be his instruments to scat- 
ter seed upon that child’s heart; remember if that 
sced be not sown, he will be lost for ever, his life 
will be a life of alienation from God, and at his 
death everlasting fire must be his portion. Be 
careful then, how you teach, remembering the ur-, 
gent necessity of the ease. This is not a house 
on fire needing your assistance at the engine, nor 
is it a wreck at sea, demanding your oar iu. the 
lifeboat, but it is a deathless spirit, calling aloud 
to you, “ Come over and help us.” I beseech you, 
teach “ the fear of the Lord,” and that only ; be 
very anxious'io say, and say truly, “ I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 

A Portrarr ror tHE Times,—This sharp por- 
trait of the political Pilate of our day is from a 
late sermon of Henry Ward Beecher: I bad 
rather be a Puritan than a Pilate. Whatisa Pi 
late # A Pilate is ove of those courtly gentlemen, 
polished, tasteful, expert, who is not disturbed nor 
warped by convictions in overmeasure ; who looks 
upon all moral qualities as a gambler looks upon 
cards as he shofiles, and plays according to the 
exigency of the game—and one just as easy as 
angther. A Pilate is a man who believes in let- 
ting things have their own way. “ Do not sacri- 
fice yourself. Do not get in the way of a move- 
went. Do the best thing. Live in peace with 
your time. Be uot like the fool who stands in his 
own light. Maintain good «ppear: is 
profitable. See to it that you do uot go too far, 
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