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Soul Winning.
A SERMON DELIVERED BY REV. 0. H. SPURGEON,

At the Metropolitan Tubernacle, Newington.
*“ He that winneth souls is wise.”—Proverbs xi. 30.
The text does not say, * He that winoeth so-

vergigns is wise,” though vo doubt he thinks him-

, | self wise, and perbaps, in a certain grovelling

sense in these days of competition, he must be so ;
but such wisdom is of the earth, and ends with
the carth ; and there is another world where the

| currencies of Earope will not be accepted, nor

their past possession be any sign of wealth or wis-
dom. p'S‘oio‘ibon, in the text ng)re us, awards no
crown for wisdom to erafly statesmen, or even to

| the ablest of rulers ; he issues no diploma even

to philosophers, poets, or men of wit ; he erowns
with laurel only those who win sonls. He does
not declare that he who preaches is necessarily
wise—and alas | there are multitudes who preach,
and gain eminence, who win
go hard with them
at the last, because in all probability they haﬁo

e
does not say that he who talks about winning
souls is wise, since to lay down rules for others is
a very simple thing, bat to carry them out one's
self is far more difficult. He who actually, really,
and traly turns men from the error of their
wayé to God, and so is made the meaus of saving
them from goisg down to hell, is a wise man ;
and that is true of him whatever his style of sonl-
winoing way be. He mny bea Panl, deeply logi-
cal, profound in doctrine; able to command all
candid judgments ; aad if he thos wins souls he
' e may be an Apollos, grandly rhetori-
cal, whose lofty genius soars into the very heaven

| of eloquence ; and if he wins souls in that way he

is wise, but not otherwise. Or_he may be a Ce-
phas, rough and rugged, using uncouth metaphor
and sterc declamation, but if he win souls he is

| mo less wise than his polished brother or his argu-

mentative friend, but not else. The great wis-
dom of soul-winners, according to the text, is pro-
ven only by their actual success in winning souls.
To their own Master they are aceouutable for the
ways in which they go 'to work, not to ws. Do
not let us be comparihg”ind contrasting this mi-
nister ‘and that, bo art thou that judgest
another man’s servants ¢ Wisdom is justificd in
all her children. Oaly children wrangle about

| incidental mokbods ; men look at sublime results.

Do these workers of many sorts and divers man-
ners win souls ¥ Then they are wise ; and you
who criticise them, being yourself unfruitful, can-
not be wise, even though you affect to be their
judges. ~God ims - soul-winners to be wise,

| dispate it who dare. This degree from the col-

lege of heaven may surely stand them in good

| stead, let their fellow mortals say what they will
ad | of them,

> Hoth;twmmth aouloin wise,” and this can
be scen very clearly. He pust be a wise man in
even ordinary respects who can by grace achieve

| 8o divite a marvel. Great soul-winners never have

been fools, A man whom God qualifies to win

ren | souls could probably do anything else which pro-
| videnee migh

it_allot him.

Take Martin Luther !
& man Was & Re-

}Mﬂtﬁéh{aﬁ“i be could have ruled a nation or

‘have cor ided an army. = Thiok of Whitfield,
and’ rem%hﬁt' the thundering eloguence
stirred all England was not associated with
a weak judgment, or an absénce of brain-power ;

ed himself to commerce would have taken a chief
amongst the merchaots, or had he been a
amid admiring scoates, would have
the listening ear.  He that winneth
"man who could have done any-

d | so)s is usnally a

th pl“i’;ugod had called bim toit. 1know
, E:‘:‘”ﬂ’

~" | me_that David
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uses what means be wills, but be always
s spitable to the end ; and if yon tell
slew Goliath with a sling, I an-
was_ the best weapon in the world to
fittest weapon

swer:
reach so tall a giaot, and the very

" | that David conld have used, for he bad been skil-
h&!wi!;éQ
adaptati

from his youth up. There is always an
tation in the instraments whick God uses to
oe the ordaived result, and thopgh the glor
ot to ther qor%:;x ence in them, bat
to be ascribed to Go ,,o'%}viﬂlie'ré a fitness and
a preparedness which God seeth, even if we do
vot. It is assuredly truc thatsoul-winoers are by
no means idivts or simpletons, but sach as God
maketh wise for himself, though vainglorious wise-
~ *“ He that winneth souls is wixe,” becanse he
has selected a wise object. 1 tb.iok it was Michael

tués in snow. They are gone ; the material rea-
compacted by the - dily melted in
: when he fashioned

e i : b ;;._ind? p:ogncbd ‘works :‘hi‘?h
ast all down the ages. Dut even marble it-
e s Teossad iy the baath,
is wise who sclects for his raw material
:  bless us to the-winning of souls,
ain when t ’mﬁsy,nd
science
bey sprong. In heaven

God, shall have

at‘enmity had

games of chance, j

| wonder, for the

of time ;
whose existence shall outlast the |

shall have gone

perfect, overflowing, unutterable happiness of the
purest and most ennobliog order, till I first heard
of one who bad sought and found a Saviour
throngh my means, 1 recollect the thrill of joy
which went through me! No young mother
ever rejoiced so mach over her first boro child —
no warrior was 8o exultact over a hard won vie-
tory. Oh ! the joy of knowing that a sinner once
3 een reconciled to God, by the
Holy Spirit, through the words spoken by our
feeble h Since then, by grace given to wme,
the thonght of which prostrates me in self abase-
ment; | have seen and heard of, not hundreds
only, but even thousands of sinners turned from
the error of their ways by the testimony of God
in me. Let aftlictions conie, let trials be multi-
plied as God willeth, stil' this joy preponderates
above all others, the joy that wé are unto God a
sweet savor of Christ in every place, and that as
often as we preach the Word, hearts are unlocied,
bosoms heave with a uew life, eyes weep for sin,
and their tears are wiped away as they see the
great Substitute for sin, and live. Beyond all con-
troversy, it is a joy worth worlds to win souls,
and, thank God, it is a joy that does not cease
with this wmeortal life. It must be vo sm. to
hear, as one wings his flight up to the eternal
throne, the wings of others flottering at one's side
towards the same glory, and turning round and
questioning them, to hear them say, * Weare en-
tering with you through the gates of pearl ; you
brought us to the Saviour.” To be welcomed to
the skies by those who call us father in God—
father in better boods than those of earth, father
through grace and sire for immortality. It will
be bliss beyond compare to meet in yon eternal

| seats with those begotten of us in Christ Jesus,

from whom we travailed in birth, tili Christ was
tormed in them the hope of glory. This is to
have maoy heavens—a heaven in every one won
for Christ ; aceording to the Master’s promise,

“ they that turn many to righteousness shall shioe’

as the stars forever and ever.”

I have said enough, brethren, T trust to make
some of you desire to occupy the position of sou!
winners ; but before T farther address myself to
the text, I should like to remind you, that the
honor does not belong to ministers only ; they
may take their full share of it, but it belongs to
every one of yon who have levoted yourself to
Christ : such honor have all the saints, Every
man here, every woman here, every child here,
whose heart is right with God, may be a soul
winner. There is no man placed by God's provi-
dence where he cannot do some geod. There is
not a glowworm under a hedge but givés a needed
light ; and there is not a laboring man, a suffer-
Ing wWoman, & servant girl, a chimuney sweeper, or
a crossing sweeper, but what has o ities
for serving God ; and what I have said of soul
winners.belongs not to the learned doctor of di-
vinity or to the eloguent preacher alone, but to
you all who are in Christ Jesus. You can each of
yon, if grace enable you, be thus wise, and win
the bappiness of turning souls to Christ through

' the Holy Spirit.

I am aboant to dwell upon my text this way—

‘% He that winneth souls is wise ;” | shall, first,
"make that fact stand out a litlle clearer by ex-

plaining the metapbor ased in the text—winning
souls ; and then, secondly, by giving you some
lessons in the matter. of soul winning, through
which I trust the conviction will beng)rcod upon
each believing mind that the work needs the
highest wisdom. ‘

I. First, let ns consider the metaphor used in
the text—* He that winoeth souls is wise.”

We nsed the word “ win™ in many ways. It is
sometimes found in very bad company, in those
ing tricks and sleight-of-
hand, or thimble-rigging (to use a plain word),

.whieh sharpers are so foud of winning by. I am

sorry to'say that much of legerdemain and trick-
ery aro to be met with in the religious world.

/hy, therc are those who pretend to save souls
by cuarious tricks, intricate manwmuvres, and dex-
terous posture making. A basin of water, balf-a-
dozen drops, certain syliables—heigh, presto |—
the infant is » child of ; , and becomes a

- member of Christ and an inberitor of the king-

dom of heaven. This agneous regencration sur-
passes my belief ; it is a trick which I do not un-
derstand : the initiated only ﬂ“n perform the
beautiful piece of wagic, which excels anything
ever attempted by the Wigard of the North,
There is a way, too, of winning souls by laying
bands apon heads, only the elbows of the afore-

anxiety lest they shou

ments and fix his batteries. He must not advance
too fast—he may ‘overdo the fighting ; he must
not move too slowly, for he may seem not to be in
carnest, and may do mischief. Then he must
know which gate to attack—how to plant his
gnos at Ear-gate, and bow to discharge them ;
how, sometimes, to keep the batteries going day
and vight with red-hot shot, if perhaps he may
not make a breach in the walls ; at other times,
to lay '6’}' and cease, and then, on a sudden, to
open all the batteries with terrific violence, if per-
adventure he may take the soul by surprise or.
cASt i A truth when it was not expected, Lo barst
like a shell in the soul; and do damnage to the do-
mivioss of sin. The Christian soldier must know
how 10 advance little by little=to sap that pre-
Jjudice, to nndermine thas okl enmity, to blow into
the aig lhn’ ast, ang, at the last to storm the ci-
tadel. . I oW Lhe scaling hdder.nz.

U 2 . .l" b n 3

ing ongt :
s "M W gonad e his aindt s B
wd;fti 0, with his sabre between his teeth,
to climb up and .pﬁg on the man and slay his
unbelief in the name of God, and captare the city

and ron up the blood-red flag of the cross of
Christ; and say, * The heart is won, won for
Chrisg ot last.”  This needs a warrior, well
traiged—a master in his art, After mavy days’
attack, many weeks of waiting, many an hour of
storming by E)nyer and battering by entreaty, to
carry the Malakoff of depravity, this is the work,
this “)e difficalty. Tt takes no fool to do this.
God"i.Fnce must make a man wise to thus to cap-
ture Mansoul, to lead its captivity captive and
open ‘wide the heart’s gates, that the Prince lm-
manuel may come in. This is winning a soul.

The word “ win” was commonly used among
the ancients, to signify winming in the wrestling
mateh.  When the Greek sought to win the
laarel; or the ivy crown, he was compelled a long
time before to put himself through a course of
training, and when he came forth at last stripped
for the encounter, he had no sooner exercised
himself in his first few efforts than you suw how
everﬁmuncle and every nerve had been developed
in b He had a stern opponent, and he knew
it, and therefore left none of his energy unused.
While the wrestling was going ou you could see
the man’s eye, how he watched every motion,
every feint of hi< antagouist, and how his hand,
his faot, and his whole body were thrown into
the encounter, He feared to meet with a fall ;

‘be hoped to give one to his foe. Now, a trne soul

winner bas often to come to close quariers wita
the devil within men. He has to struggle with
thei judice, with thewr love of sin, with their
unbelief, with their pride, and then agan, all of a
v, to grapple with their despair : at one mo-
‘he strives with their self-righteousness, at
xt moment with their unbelief in God. Ten
dand arts are used to prevent the soul winner
from being conqueror. in the encounter, but if God
bas sgnt bim he will never renounce his hold of
the soul he seeks till he bas given a throw to the
power of sin, and won another soul for Christ.

Besides that there is another meaving to the
w:d “ win,” upon which 1 cannot expatiate here,
use the word, you kuow, ia a er sense
than these which have been mentioned, when we
come to deal with hearts. There are secret and
mysterious ways by which those who love to win
the object of their affection, which are wise in
their fitness to the purpose. ~ I cannot tell you
how the lover wine his fond one, but experience
‘has probably taught you.. The weapon: of this
warfare is not always the same, yet where that
victory is won, the wisdom of the means becomes
clear to every eye. The weapon of love is some-
times a look, or a soft word whispered and eager-
ly listcoed to; sometimes. it is a tear ; but this I
know, that we have most of as in our turn, cast
aroupd another heart a chain which that other
woull not care to break, and which has linked us

‘twaip in a blessed captivity which has cheered

our life. Yes; and that is very nearly the way
in which we have to save souls. That illustration
is nearer the mark that any of the others. Love

i the true way of scul-winning, for when I spoke

of storming the walls, and wheo I spoke of wrest-

ling, those were bul metaphors, bat this is near

the fact. We win by love.. We win hearts for
Jesus by love, by oymr’;&by with their sorrow, by

d perish, by pleadiog with
God for them with all our hearts that they should
not be left to die unsaved ; by pleading with them
for God that for their own sake they would scek

said hands must be encased in-lawn, and then the | merry and find Yes; sirs, there is a spir-
machinery acts, and there is grace conferred by | itnal wooing winning of hearts for the Lord

stand the occult scieuce, but at this I need not

pmfam’ of saying souls by such
Juggling can only be carried nﬂy certain. fa-

vored persons who have received apostolic sueces-
sion dircet from Judas ls¢ariot. This episcopal
confirmation, when men pretend that it confers
grace, is an infamons piece of joggling, . The
whole tbing. is an abomination, Ouly to think
that in this, %hm';wh wgmr,s there shoold be

Jesos ; and if you would Jearn the way you must
ask God to give you a tender beart and a sympa-
thising soul. .I believe that mach of the secret
soul winning lics in having bewels of compassion,
in having spirits that can be touched with the
he’lib? of buman iofirmitics. Carve a preacher
out'of granite, and even if you give him an an-
gel's tougue, he will convert nobody. Put him
td the most fashionable pulpit, make his elocu-
tion' faultless, and  bis watter profoundly ortho-
dox, but so long as he bears withio his bosom a
hﬂghurtlu can never win a soul. Soul-saving
requires a heart thal beats hard against the ribs,
It requires a soul full of the milk of buman kind-
; this is the sine gua non of success. This
is tho chief natural qualification for a soul-winner,
k lh: er God aund blessed of him, will ac-
sonjplish wonders.
- Ibave not looked at the Hebrew of the text,
ut § find—and you will find who have margios
¢ Bibles—that it is, “ He that taketh souls
" which word to fishing or to bird-

3“7: 1 ke Gyt g
alluring and entrapping t it
ims. Soul-winvers might learn much from
muss bave oue larea for gonls adapted to ak
ascinate, to grasp. We go forth

#in went the line, and out came
80 o, till bis basket was quite

full, ted him how he did it. Ah! he
said, he | ot tell them that, Lut it was easy
enough | ou bad the way of it.. Much the

fishing for men. Seme preachers’
lines and fine rods, preach very
exceedicgly graeefully, but they’
Is. I know not how it is, but ano~
s, with. very simple |anguaage, but
with & wltm heart, and_ntraight?vny m‘gx..g: ou-
verted (8 God.  Barely there must be a sym-
pathy b#tween the minister and the souls. he
would win. God gives to those whom he makes
soul-wikners a natural love to their work, sl ‘a
spiritual fitness for it. There is a sympathy be-
tho are o be blessed and

‘of blessin d _very moch.by |
N aiploded tery moch by

it is as clear as noonday that 4o be a fisher of men
a man must be wise. ‘““Je that winneth souls is
wise.”

II. And now, brethren and sisters, yoa who are
engaged in the Lord’s work from week to week,
and who seek to win men’s souls to Christ, I am,
in the second place to illustrate this by telling
you of the ways by which soals are to be won.

The preacher himself wins souls, I believe best,
when he believes in the reality of bis work, when
be believes in instantaneous conversions. Ilow
can be expect God to do what he does not believe
God willdo? He sueceeds best who expects
conversion every time he preaches. According to
his faith so shall it be done unto him. To be
content without conversions is the sureet way
never to have them : to drive with a single aim
entirely at the saving of soul§ is the surest method
of usefulness. If we sigh and cry till men are
saved, saved thev will be.

He will succeed best who keeps closest to soul
saving trath. Now, all troth is not soul saving,
though all trath may be edifying. He that keeps
to the simple story of the cross tells men over and
over again that whoever believeth in Christ is not
condemned, that to be saved nothing is wanted
but a simple trust in the crucified Redeemer ; he
whose ministry is much made op of the glorious
story of the cross, the sufferings of the dying
Lamb, the mercy of God, the willingness of the
great Father to receive returning prodigals : he
who cries, in fact, from day to day, * Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world,” he is likely to be a sou! winner, especially
if he adds to this mach prayer for souls; much
anxious desire that men may be brought to Jesus,
and then in his private life secks as much as in
bis public ministry to be telling out to others of
the love of the dear Saviour of men.

But I am not talking to ministers, but to those
who sit in the pew, and therefore to you let me
turn myself more directly. Brothers and sisters,
you bave different gifts, I hope you use them
all. Perhaps some of you, thongh members of
the ‘charch, think you have none ; but every be-
liever has his gift, and his portion of work. What
can you do to wipsounlsd: Let me recommend to
those who think they can do nowking, the biiog-
ing of others to hear the word. That is a duty
much veglected. 1 can hardly ask you to bring
anybody here, but many of yon attend other
. places which. are not, perhaps, half filled. Fill
. them. Do not grumble at the small congregation,

but make it larger. Take somebody with you to
 the very next sermon, aud at ouce the congrega-
tion will be increased. Go up with the prayer
that your minister’s sermon may be blessed, and
if you cannot preach veurselves, yet, by brioging
others under the sound of the: word you may be
doing what is next best, This is avery common
place and simple remark, but let me press it upon
you, for it is of great practical value. Many
churches and chapels which are aimost empty
might soon have large audiences if those who pro-
fit by the word tell others about the profit they
have received, and induce them to attend the
. same winistry. Especially in this London of ours,
| where so many will not go up to the houase of
God-——persuade your neighbors to come forth to
the place of worship; look after them ; make
them feel that it is a wrong thing to stop at home
on the Sunday from morning till night. 1 do no
say upbraid them, that does little good ; but I do
say entice them, persuade them. Let them have
your tickets for the Tabernacle, for instance,
sometimes, or stand in the aisles yoarself, and Jet
them have vour seat. Get them under the word,
and who knoweth what mar be the resalt ¥ Ob,
what a blessing it would be to you if you heard
that what yoa counld not do, for you could scarcely
speak for Christ, was done by your pastor, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through your indacing
one to come within gunshot of the gospel !

Next to that, soul winners, try after,sermon to
talk to strangers. The preacher may have missed
the mark—you need not miss it ; or the preacher
may have struck the mark, and you can help to
make the impression deeper by a kind word. 1
recolle:l several persons joining the church who
traced their conversion to the ministry in the Sar-
rev Music [all, but said it was uot that alone,
bat another ageucy co-operating therewith, They
were fresh from the country, and some good man,
I knew him well, I think he is in heaven now,
met two of them at the gate, spoke to them, said
he hoped they bad enjoyed what they had heard ;
keard their answer ; asked them if they were
coming in the eveuing ; said he would be glad if
they would drop into his hoase to tea ; they did,
and ho had a word with them about the Master.
The next Sunday it was the same, and at last,
those whom the sermons bad so much impressed
were brought to hear with other ears, till by-and-
by, th the good old man's persuasive words,
and the good Lord’s gracious work, they were
converted 1o God. There is a fine hunting ground
here, and indeed in every large congregation for
you whe really want to do good. How many came
into this house every morning and evening with
no thought sbout receiving Christ. Oh! if you
would all help me by speaking to your neigbbors
who sit vear to you how muach might be accom-
ished ! Never let anybody say, * I eame to the
abernacle three months, and webody spoke to

+" bat do, by a sweet familiarity, which oaght
ways to be aliowable in the house of God, scek
) impress upon your
e trath which I can only put into the ear,
ﬁ{li& God may help you to m—}inp the
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must not give way to it j itmust not be tolerated
that Clirist should be unksown through our ai-
lence, and sinners unwarned through our

"ﬁence. We must school and train ou

eal personally with the inconverted. We m
0ot ‘excusé onrselves. Bk force ourcelved to the'
irksome task till‘it' bedonies easy. Thisis ove'of”
the most honor#ble amodes of soal winning, and if!
it requires more than ordinary zealmnd courage,
so much the imore - reason ‘or one- resolving to
waster it.» Bigloved, we .muast win souls; we.can-
nat.live and,. see men damned ; we must have |hem;
bronght to Jeews, Oh.l then, be up and doing,,
and let nove aropnd_you die ahwarned, unwept,
gocared for, A tract 1s a usefol thing, bi}t 8 living
word is befter. " Your eye, and face, and voice,
will all help, Do not be 80 cowardly as 1o give &
picce’of %:bere yotir own speech woul® be *
80 much. I charge you, attend to thi for
!Je‘# ¢ e o I, SH ’

.~

Some of gggu gould write_[é your Lord
and Master. "To fur off friend8 a few loving lines
may be most influential for geod. Be like the

men of Isachar, who handled the pen. Paper
and ink are never better used than in soul-win-
ning. Much has been done by this methcd.
Could not you do it? Will you not try? Some
of you, at any rate if you could not speak or
write much, could live much. That is a fine way
of preaching, that of preaching with vour feet, I
mean preaching by your life, and conduct and
conversation. That loving wife who weeps in se-
cret over ab infidel husband, but is always so
kind to him ; that dear child whose heart is byo-
ken with a father’s blasphemy, but is so much
more obedient than he used to be before conver-
sion ; that servant whom the master swears at,
but whom he could trust with his purse, and the
gold uncounted in it; that man in trade who is
sncered at as a Presbyterian, but who, neverthe- '
less, is straight as a live, and would not be com-
pelled to do a dirty action, no, not for all the
miot ; these are the men and women who preach
the best sermons ; these are your practieal preach-
ers. Give us your holy living, and, with your
boly living as the leverage, we will move the
world. Uunder God’s blessing we will find tongues,
if we ean, but we need greatly the lives of oar
people to illustrate what our tongues have to say.
The gospel is something “like un illustrated pa-
per. he preacher’s words are the letterpress,
but the pictures are the living men and women
who form our churches; and as, when people
take up such a newspaper, they very often do not
read the letterpress, but they always look at the
pictures, so in a church, outsiders may not come
to hear the preacher, but tliey always cousider,
observe aud criticize the lives of the members. If
you would be soul-winners, then, dear brethren
and sisters, see that you live the gospel. I have
no greater joy thaw this, that my children walk
in the truth.

One thing more, the soul-winner must be a
master of the art of prayer. Youn cannot brin
souls to God if you go not to God yourself. You
‘must get your battle axe, and your weapouns of
war, from the armory of sacred communion with
Christ. If you are much alone with Jesus, you
will eatch his Spirit ; vou will be fired with the
flame that burned in "bis breast, and coosmed
bis life. You will weep with the tears that fell
upon Jerusalem wheu he saw it perishing, and if
you caonot speak so eloquently as he did, yet
shall there be about what you say somewhat of
the same power which in him thrilled the hearts
and awoke the consciences of men. My dear
hearers, specially you members of the chureh, I
am always so anxious lest any of youn should be-
Zin to lie. upos your oars, and take things easy
0 the matters of God's kingdom. There are
some of you—1I bless yon, and I bless God at the
remembrance of you—who are, in season and out
of season, in earnest for winning sonls, and you
are the troly wise; but I fear there are others
whose hands are slack, who are satisfied to let
me preach, bat do uvos preach themselves; who
take these séats, and oceupy these pews, and hope
the cause goes well, but that is all they do. Oh,
do let me see you all in earnestl A great host
of four thousand members—for th#t js now as
nearly as possible the accurate counting-of our
sumbers—what ought we not to 'do if we are ail
alive, and all in earuest. But such a host, with-
out the spirit of enthusiasm, becomes a mere mob,
an unwieldy mass, out of which mischief grows,
and no good results arise. If you were all fire-
brands for Christ, yon might set the nation on a
blaze. If you were all wells of living water, how
wany thirsty souls might drink and be refreshed.

Oue thing more you can do. 1f some of you
feel you canoot do much personally, you can al-
ways help the College, and there it is that we find
tongues for the damb. Our young men are call-
ed out by God to preach; we give them some
little education and training, and then away they
go to Australia, to Canada, to the islands of the
sea, to Scotland, to Wales, and throughout Eng-
land, preaching the Word ; and it is often, it must
be often, a consolation to sore of you, to think
that if you have not spoken with your own
tongues as you counld desire, you have at least
spoken by the tongues of others, so that through
you the word of God bas beeu sounded abroad
throughout al! this region.

Beloved, there is one question I will ask, and
[ have doune, and that is, Are your own souls
.wonf? Yon eannot win others else. Are you
vourselves saved ! My hearers, every one of you,
under that gallery there, and you behind here,
are you yourselves saved? . What if this night
you shonld have to answer that gquestion to ano-
ther and greater than I am? What il the bony
finger of the last great orator should be uplified
instead of mine? What if his unconquerable
eloquence should turn those bones to stone, and
glaze those eyes, and make the blood chill in your
veins ¥ Could you hope, in your last extremity,
that you were saved? If not saved, how will you
ever be! When will you be saved if not now !
Wiil any time be betier than now ! The way to
be saved is simply to trust in what the Son of
Man did when he became man, and suffered the
punishment for all those who trust him. For all
bis pecple, Christ was a substitate. His pu!q:
are these who trust him, If you trust him,
was punished for your sins; and yon eannot be'
punished for them, for God ecanvot puuish sin’
twice, first in Christ and theo in
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