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Sabbath School Department.

[From the Christian Helper.]

International Bible Lessons.

THE SECURITY OF BELIEVERS.

JULY 13.—ToMANS 8: ‘ 3 39,
GOLDEN TEXT.

- God be for us, who can be aga’' st us? —Romans

EXPLANATION.
28, And we know, ‘‘We must remember
that this was -written in the midst of persecu-
tion. an¢l in thie expectation 'of bonds and im-
prisonment.”’~=Ploubei. ~ All things, not only
the things which we desire, but also the trials
and sufferings inseparable from this life. Ps.
119: 67, 71.  Paul did not mean to include our
sins in this broad statement. Sin is evil and
evil only, and the only good is being delivered
from iv. - To them that love God, &c. Forego-
ing clause not universally true, buttrue of per-
sons of this character.

Called ; not simply these who have heard the
gospel call, but in whose hearts the call has
found a response, effectually called. His puar-
pose. The gospel has not been sent forth hap-
hazard, God has a ' purpose as to what it shall
accomplish; - John 6: 87, v. v. 29, 30. ' Paul has
made the wide and bold statement that ‘‘all
things work together,”’&c: he has also describ-
ed the character of those concerning whom this
is true, *“ the called according to His purpose.”
He now treats of this purpose of God, sees it
assuredly advancing step by step, from know-
ledge to predestimation, from predestination to
calling, &c., sees it certainly and finally accom-
plished in the glorification_of * the called ac-
cording to his purpose,”’ and this purpose of
God, so glorious, so certain of accomplishment,
in his reason for making so bold a statement as
that of v. 28.

29. This word shows that Paul is now going
to give the reason for what he has just said.
Foreknow, knew beforehand, God’s election of
the saved was not capricious, arbitrary, without
good reason; in electing some and not others,
He has acted on sufficient reasons according to
Divine foreknowledge. What these reasons are
we know not, they are not things meritorious
in the eleet. Predestinate. First he knows,
then predestinates, and these two are not one
and the same thing, but are laid down as two
different stages in the process. To be conform-
ed, &e. This is the ultimate design of the pur-
pose as it respects us. 1 John 3:2;2Cor. 3, 18.
Firstborn, i. e. pre-eminet, most distinguished.
The purpose of God involves the exaltation of
Christ.. Col. 1: 18.

30. v. 89 showed us the purpose as it it exist-
ed in the mind of God; this v. shows it to us as
being executed amongst men in its different
stages. The past tense of all the verbs is used
because the following of one step upon another
is so certain that it is looked upon as already
accomplished.

vv. 31-39. This whole passages is a commen-
tary on v.28 and what a commentary !—Meyer.

31. What shall we, &c, i. e. what must be
our conclusions from what is laid down in vv.
20, 30. If God be, &c. This is the conclusion.
That God is for us is certain from His fore-
knowing; predestinating, justifying, glorifying
us. Who can be, &c. /The same idea in an-
other form as that of v. 28. ‘‘ Herewith begins
a strain of triumphant 'questions and answers
on toev, 87."  These questions and answers
are  what we say to these things.”” .

32. Spared not, did not keep back, did not
abstain from treating with severity. Delivered
him up, * gave Him when he might have with-
held Him.”” "To what did he give Him? 'This
shows how, much God is for us; the gift of |
Christ is the mepsure of his love. See John 8:
16. How lb&g He not, &c. The gift of Christ, | I
the greatest 'gift ble, and therefore the
pledge of lesser To' 'tudse questions no

answer isexpected or. Dodbhfp it is the stroug» |-

est and most exultant way of saying He will
wich Eimaten g;(w‘isiw'., &e,, that 0o ome.

32 In oéﬁru‘ of law there'is the judge off
the ben¢h§ there is the plaintiff who makes the
accusation smd there is the defendant against
whom the;charge, is 1aid,  The. »
before the tribunal of God, boldly  ch
saying, where fl the plaintiff qzn
elect. "Of éétn‘lé theére can be none, forGod
who knows all things and is the very Fountain
of justice, already justifies. -In doing that no-
thing can escape his knowledge, and nv charge
can be brought to change the sentence.

3. coudomn&tion impouible since Christ
has died, &e. Nutloe the climax *‘died, yea
rather that is riun, who is ever * * '* who
also, &e," p

Christ’s death.. ﬂu m«mt ot sin; His res-

wrection tha. pueat of, His divinity, (Hom. 4){"
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right in the midst of the tribulations etc. e. g.
I have a friend in prison; the wall and bars
that shu.g him in do not e to cease lov-
ing him, but they fofm a barriemso that I can-
not get to eomfort him, to carry gifts to him,
and in every way to show my love, he is separ-
ated from my love, eut off from the manifesta-
tion of it. Not so are we separated from the
love of Christ by tribulation. Perhaps Paul
never felt Chiist’s love so near” and so mighty
as when shut up in that Roman prison awaiting
execution for Christ’s sake. 2 Tim. 1:12, &c.

36. See Ps.44:22. A statement of what
God’s anciént people were suffering at the time
the psalm was written and a prediction of what
Christians would have to enddie in times of se-
vere persecution.

37. All these things, i.e., the things of vv.
35, 36. We are-more than conquexoxs, &c. So
far from the approach and help and manifesta-
tion of Christ’s love being hindered, it comes
right to us through all adverse circumstances,
lifts us up, makes ns more than conquerors over
trial and suffering, nay, seizes these very tribu-
lations and turns them into blessings. Have
you not sometimes been amazed in witnessing
the peace, the confidence, the bright hopeful-
ness of Christians undér trial? See 2 Cor. 4: 8-
11; 1219, .

38, 39. ‘“ Paul now confirms what he has said
in verse 87, by the enthusiastic declaration of
conviction that no power in whatsoever shape
it may exist or be conceived of shall be able to
separate us, etc.”” No state in which we can
be, neither death nor life; no intelligent creat-
ures, whatever their rank and :power, whether
good or evil, ‘‘zor .angels,’”’ et¢.; no circum-
stance or event, now existing or yet to be, “nor
th ngs present,,” etc.; no distance nor dimen-
sions_ of space, ‘‘nor height nor depth; or .if
there is any created thing or beingnot included
‘thus far, it eannot, *“ nor any other creature;’’
nothing in: God’s universe shall be able to sepa-
rate, &e.

Seeking Rest.

Troughout Indxa, at certain seasons of
the year, the Brahmins consult their books
on astrology, and appoint melas, or relig-
ious festivals at certain sacred places.

These places are generally near some.
body of water, some supposed sin-cleans-
ing pool.

The people assemble from far and near
to bathe, and to worship the idols in the
temples.

The late Rev. J. D. Brown, in a letter
told the following touching story in regard
to one of these annual gatherings :

“ Having preached to the crowds of pil-
grims one morning I had gonme to my
rest.

Sitting in the door I watched the pil
grims passing by on a three mile march
around the pool.

Among the many that morning there
came a poor woman, bowed under the
weight of many years. Leaving the others,
she came and sat down under the shade of
a tree in front of my tent. Contrary to
the custom I approached her and said,
respectfully ¢Old mother, who are you ?
Looking/ up, and with a sad face, she
replied, ‘I am a poor old pilgrim.’

; Ho‘v long have you béen a pilgrim?’

Agﬂm she turned her weary—lookmg face
tow:
a p grim for fourteen years. I have been

e Gangea, and to many ot.her shrines.

\ave spent all my’ money, and l’ am a
’toar old pilgrim still.’

I'then said, ‘Tell me why you go on,
these long pilgrimages What are you
see

A'look of utter loneliness and despom
dency pthered over the old pilgrim’s face
as she s&xd, in words and tones I can never
forget, “I am seeking rest for my soul.”

«Have you fotnd it? '

"' Again that lonely, weary expression came
over her face as she said sorrowfully, ‘No
rest yet.

Christian sisters, hear the cry from the
woman of heathen lands; ¢Seeking rest
for ‘our sonls.’
ly.  "Let us hasten to tell them of One who
gays, ‘Come unto me, all ye that are weary
and heavy laden, and T will give you rest.’”
—WF M S, I’ract
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" Tho’ on earth I may hear it no more,
Yet faith looked beyond life’s turmoil and care
To that home and song on the evergreen
shore,

The moon had now arisen high,
And still shed a mild and steady light,
Though our hearts were sad—she still shone on,
With the stzu'sﬁ throudh that memorable
night.

Night's shadows past, and it was day,

That fond mother now on her death-bed lay,

Called in the midst of life and health, to go,

Severing each tender tie that was formed
low.

be-

One little babe to earth was given,
[ts mother passed away to heaven.
One to toil and a world of sin,

The other with God forever shut in.

*“God bless my child,”” the mother said,
With her last faltering breath,

While she fondly gazed on its infant face,
Then closed her eyesin death.

We children stood beside her couch.
In vain our weeping, too late to sigh,
Our mother’s work on earth was done,
With other mothers she must die.

Thou told us, mother, of Adam’s fall,

Of Christ the Lord who died for all,

And prayed that we might seek his grace,
Thus find in Him a hiding place.

And when life’s battle is past,

Shall it be ours to meet in heaven at last,

And looking back o’er a world of cares,

Bless God for a loved mother 8 prayers.
3 C.*T. L.

LAME BACK
WEAK BACK,

Benson’s Capcine Porous Plaster.

Overwhelmlng.evidence of their superiority.ove
nll other laste: It is eve ere recommende
D and the Press.

ne mnutacturers reoelved a special award an
h e only medal £ven for porous plasters atthe Cen
: : S'N, at Paris Exposition, 187
'men great el 1ag (o the fact that they are th
nly plaster that relieves 'pdn at once.

Every one suffe from Rheumatism, Lam
Back or weak Back, Cold -on the Chest, Coughs, 0
any local painor ache should take Benson’s Ca
[Porous Plaster a.nd get relief at once. Price ts
S y sts.
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Ready Made Clothing !

WIEOLESALE.
MENS PILOT REEFING JACKETS,

IN BLUE, BLACK and BROWN.

Men’s PIL.OT Overcoats
IN BLUE, BLACK and BROWN

Men’s and Youths’ Frieze
TWEZD COATS, VESTS, TROUSERS AND
SUITS

Ulsters.

BLACK COATS, VESTS and TROUSERS!

The above Goods we offer to the Trade at a Liberal
Discount to Clear.

EVERITT & BUTLER,

Commercial Block,

jan 29 Canterbury street

0. B WARWICK,

63 KING STREET,
'SAINT JOHN, N. B.

momn OF

China, Glassware, Bohemian

Vases, Toys, Milk Pans, Cream Crocks, Covered
- Butter Orocks, Flowerpots,

EROSBNB LAMP GOODS, &c.

" WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

I lnm purchasers will find it to their
mum to examine my stock before purchas-
iu Qhewhem. ’% ,

Furs! Fnrs!

OUTH SEA SEAL BACQUES—plain

anth Bet M Sacques—trimmed.
Huﬁ and
Muftfs and ;
Muffs and u,

May 7.

Furs !

e
Muffs and
Sable Muffs and Boas;
Alaska Mink Mufis; {

P.m% l‘uﬂs

Black Fox lduﬂl.
M uash Muffs;
“gluk Lynx h“‘f.'ﬁ.
’

{ For Bale Vory)ha.
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NCIS & VAUGHAN,
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| SUNDAY
SCHOOL

PERIODICALS,

GOOD, CHEAP, INTERESTING, INSTRUCTIVE, ATTRACTIVE, AND BEAUTHFUL.

The Young Reaper. | The Baptist Teacher.

In clubs of ten and upwards, monthly, Published monthly, 75 cts. per annum.
15 ete. per year. Semi-monthly, 30 cts. 53 cts. in clubs of ten and upwards.

Bible Lesson Monthly. Our Little Ones.

08 cts. per 160 copies for one month, $3.75 Published weekly, 50 cts. per annum.
far #six months, and $7.50 for one year. 35 cts. in clubs of ten and upwards.

Our Children’s Picture Lesson.

Price the same as Bible Lesson Monthly.

SAMPLE COPIES FREE. TERMS-CASH IN ADVANGCE.
Address

AMERICAN BAPTIST PUBLICATION SOCIETY,

1420 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILA

Sve

B. GRIFFITH, Secretary.

71 Randolph Street, Chicago ;
209 North Sixthk Street, St. Louis.

2 Tremont, Temple, Boston;
76 East Ninéh Street, New York;

JOB PRINTING

THE CHBISTIAR VISITOR

Job Printing Offie,

o0 CEIRDMAIIT

=L -5

SAINT JOHN, N. B.

Is THE PLACH TO GET

All kinds of Printing

EXECUTED NEATLY AND CHEAPLY.

STATEMENTS,
BILL HEADS, |
DODGERS

SPECIALTIES:

- BOOK and PAMPHLET

B gk, i e el ey e

i it E
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Having every facility for the above, we engage to do the best class of work
chuplyu::bcdandnwhue and to give satisfaction in all cases. *

;OAI.-L AND SEE US.

)R OFFICE,

09 GHRMATIN ST.

’ X y ST. TOEIXY, I7T. B.

J. E. HOPPER Proprietor.



