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The Sprinkled Blood. 

Ex. xx. 11,12, 

Upon that night, so ran the tale Judean, 

When.the avenging angel, sword in hand, 

Should. circling down from out the empyrean, 

Strike dead each first-born through the Egyp- 

tian land. 

There lay within a mansion covenant keeping, 

The eldest-born, a maid with childhood fair, 

Burning with fever, on a couch unsleeping, 

Her lips repeating o'er one fervent prayer. 

* Father" she cried with utterance beseeching, 

Uplifting heavily her throbbing head, 

Her accents’ thrill to his heart-centre reaching, 

“Dear father, art thou sure the blood is 

spread ?”’ 

** Yes, daughter,” answered her the watching 
father, 

“For I have ordered it. Tis surely done. 

Krowest thou not, my child, that I would 

rather 

I.ose my own life than to leave thine unwon?”’ 

But still she lay unsatistied, and tossing 

In doubt and dread, as the slow hours went 

by, 
Till suddenly her hands intensely crossing, 

She cried: “Oh look, the midnight draweth 

nigh! 

And I do know the order hath been spoken, 

[ know that thou would’st give thy life for 

me. 

But thou and I have not looked on the token; 

OL! take me to the door that I may see!” 

He lit 

Out through the 

where 

ted her and bore her swift, unspeaking, 

halls, 

| 

into the doorway, | 

and liveliness. © The more we live by faith 

on Jesus, the more steadily we: look to 
him, the more shall we'be transformed in- 

to his likeness. 

4. True faith endears Christ to the soul. 

“Unto you that believe he is precious.” 
It enthrones him in the heart, for he dwells 

in the heart of his people by faith. We may 

love and delight in objects of inferior nature 

but if Christ is precious to us the bent of 

our souls will be towards him; we shall 

choose him above and beyond every other 
object as our soul’s portion; we shall also 

be concerned that others may know and 
love him ; we shall be grieved when he is 

dishonored, and ready to deny ourselves 
for him and that he may be glorified. 

| If Christ is precious to us, we shall sin- 

| cerely desire his presence, and long to en- 
joy communion with him; shall be distress- 
ed that we are not more Jike him, and de- 

sire to be conformed to his will ; cleave to 

him in all conditions make his glory the 
end of our actions, and long to be for ever 

with him. 

We may thus learn what it is to believe. 

He that believeth, and is baptized, shall be 
saved. 

Secondly—W hat connection has bap- |. 

tism with faith? 

1. Baptism is the avowal of faith. 

The believer js Christ's soldier; in bap- 

tism he puts on his regimentals. Faith is 

He paused and raised his eyes, with glances | a solemn transaction between God and a 

‘man’s own soul; in baptism he avows his seeking 

The saving blood— and lo!it was not there! 

Oh! careless soul who trusteth that salvation 

Will come at thy commanding,—do thy part! 

Christ's blood, indeed, tlows free to every 

nation, 

But thou thy self must place it on thy heart. 

dhe Alisitor's Pulpit. 

Faith and Baptism. 

REV. J. E. CRACKNELL, OF YORK TOWN, 

SURREY, ENGLAND. 

* He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 
—MARK xvi. 16. 

In vur last address we noticed the sub- 
ject of Repentance and Baptism. We 

will now consider the matter of Faith in 

relation to Baptism. In the Master's 

words these stand closely connected. 

First—What is it to believe ? 

1. True faith is grounded on the testi- 

mony of God. 

What better idea of faith can we have 

than that of believing something revealed 

or made known? God has revealed the 

depravity of human nature, that the heart 

is *“ deceitful above all things, and desper- 
ately wicked ;” that as the servants of sin, 

and under the curse of the law, we are con- 

demned. No man is solicitous about being 
saved who does not see and feel himself 
lost. No man comes to Christ for pardon 
who does not see the greatness and griev- 
ousness of sins. No man looks to the Re- 
deemer for justification who does not see 
that he is under sentence of condemnation. 
Thus faith implies a conviction and belief 
of what the word of God reveals concern- 

ing the state and condition of fallen man. 
2. True faith is connected with a sin- 

cere and hearty reception of Christ as the 
all-sufficient Saviour. 
Does the divine word reveal a Saviour? 

does it inform us that the Son of God took 
upon him our nature, stood in our place, 
bare our sins, satisfies justice for our of- 
fences, and reconciled us unto God? Does 

the Father declare unto us that he is well 

pleased in his Son, who has “obtained 
eternal redemption for us”? All this is 
believed by him that has true faith. It is 
not a feeble, wavering assent, but a firm 
persuasion and “ belief of the truth.” The 
whole sonl acquiesces in the relie! which it 
brings, and approves of the method of sal- 
vation which it reveals. The infinite love- 
liness of Christ Jesus, and the suitability 
and glory of the way of salvation by him, 
being in every respect honorable to God 
and safe for man—this is the truth faith 
rejoices in, and receives Christ as. all and 
in all. 

3. True faith is attended with subjec- 
tion of heart and life to the will and gov- 
ernment of Chriet. 

Talk not of your faith in Jesus, if you 

| emony, ad ho. 

faith and distinctly aftirms to the Church 

and the world, “« I believe in the Lord Je-|. 

sus Christ.” 

2. Baptism is the testimony of faith. 

The baptized not only declare in whom 

they believe, but what they believe con- 

cerning him, viz.: that he died, was bur- 
ied, and rose again. That through him, 
they die umto sin. Their immersion 
in water is the likeness of his burial, and 

their emersion, rising from the water, 

the likeness of his resurrection ; thus testi- 

fying their union with the risen Lord, in 
whom they trust. 

3. Baptism is the obedience of faith. 

Justin Martyr, whose name is familiar as 
an ancient Christian writer, describing the 
worship and practice of believers, in his 
“ Apology for the Primitive Christians,” 
says, “I shall now lay before you the man- 
ner of our dedicating ourselves to God on 
our conversion. As many as are persuaded 
and believe that the things taught by us 
are true and are determined to live accord- 
ingly, are taught ¢o pray, with fasting, and 
to ask of God the forgiveness of their for- 
mer sins, we also praying and fasting to- 
gether with them; they are then, and not 
till then, brought to a place of water and 
baptized after the same manner as our- 
selves have been. After the believer is 
baptized, and incorporated or made one 
with us, we lead him to the congregation 
of the brethren, as we call them ; and then 
with great fervency pour out our souls in 
prayer, both for ourselves, for the person 
baptized, and for all others throughout the 
whole world, that having embraced the 
truth, our conversation may be as becom- 

eth the gospel, and that we being found 
doers of the word, may at length be saved 
with an everlasting salyation.” 
Such is the testimony given by this early 

and reliable advocate for the Christian 
cause. Beautiful in its simplicity, and in 
strict accordance with the word of God; 
from which we learn that baptism is con- 
nected with and directly follows faith. 
Had this order always been maintained, 
then baptism would never have been re- 
garded as a saving ordinance, because he 
who knows that he is saved by believing 
in Christ, would never seek baptism “as a 
means of salvation; see he holds that he 
has no right to baptism until saved. 
The substitution of infants for believers 

has led to the soul-destroying error of bap- 
tismal regeneration, How solemn is the 
thought that multitudes around us are 
taught to believe they were regenerated 
when, as infants, they were sprinkled. 
And yet how many who would denounce | ba 
this as error, st 
ling of babes, sa “Well, as a cer 

We 
read in 2 

have no love to him. ; Pretend not to love Moses ba 
= pot concerned to please 
mm. “ 

ro ot ih dd hrs of Sh low. 8 

ay oy S| 

Sanction the sprink-| 

May eve belfbver be found looking to 
the word to ‘ascertain the will of God, and’ 
have gtaceito obey its divine teaching. 4 

Prospects of American Christianity. 

Allow me to say, then, that upon the 
whole I think the prospects of American 
Christianity are extremely hopeful. It is 
true we have the same human nature there 

as you have here; we have all the vices, 
all the corruptions of the old world at 

work, together with our native vices and 

corruptions, and the devil is busy in 
America as anywhere under the sun, for 
wherever God builds a church the devil is 

sure to build a chapel close by. » We need 
not expect to have easy times. We must 
expect to be the church militant there as 

in any previous experience of the church, 

and only by constant fighting and continual 
struggle with the world, the flesh, and the 
devil can Christianity expect to succeed 
there in any form. But, on the other hand, 

God’s grace is the same there as here, and 
is working in enlightment, regeneration, 
and inspiration as He is elsewhere. I 
believe God has a people as energetic, 
vigarous, devoted, and humble in America 
as anywhere under the sun, and our hope 

is based upon the grace of God. TI have 
taken not only a hopeful, but I am con- 

vinced also a truthful view of the state of 

things in America, and I do this with 

perfect freedom; I believe, from any 
sectarian aim or any national prejudice, 
as far as I am able to understand myself. 
If IT have any such sectarianism or prejudice 
in me, I would like to have it drawn out. 

The older I get the more I feel that God 
has His people everywhere, that there are 

most excellent Christians found in every 
denommation under the sun; and whom 

God loves and blesses we ought to love 
and bless ; and if we hear of the progress 
of the Kingdom of Christ in any part of 
the world, east, west, north, or south, we 

ought all to rejoice and to thank God for 
it, for it is our common cause. We are 

all Christians first, and every other con- 
sideration is subordinate to what we hold 
in common together with our common 
Lord and Saviour. By-and-by we will all 
leave this world and forget our denomina- 
tional names, positions, and associatigns, 
and appear face to face with Christ as His 
followers, entering into the land where 

Saints of all ages in harmony meet, 

Their a and their brethren {transported to 
gree 

Where raptures of anthems unceasingly roll, 
And the smile of the Lord is the feast of the soul. 

—Dr. oe at Regent Park’ College. 
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For the Visitor. y 

* Baptisma.” 

In that “decidedly most original’ book 
on baptism that has appeared for many 
years,” and which “exhibited such accur- 
acy of scholarship,” there are very many 
statements which decidedly cannot be cor- 
rect. 

E. g., my attention has just been called 
to page 111, a portion of which 1 beg to 
place before the readers of the Visitor 
in order that they may fully: understand 
with what powerful and ta ent- 
ation Pedobaptism is ps on au- 
thor of “Baptisma.” He says, on’ Mark 
x. 13, ete.: 4% The words ‘and acts of Jesus 
were 80 clear and decisive and the testimo- 
ny of Ged's word: so full and complete, 
that for nearly twelve centuries, the voice 
of opposition to bringing children to the 
Saviour was unknown in the Church. But 
in modern times, there aré zealous disci 
ples whose special mission and distinctive 
denominational existence are not unfairly 
represented by the Gospel record—not an 
enviable one—* and his disciples: rebuked 
them that brought them ‘and after this 
our author pretends to answer in order 
some of the objections to infant sprinkling. 
Of course, bringing infants to the eprink- 
ling priest is equivalent to them 
to the Saviour, in Mr. L's view of ’ the matter, and so for nearly twelve hundred | 
oar there waa BA. voise, Aguas, Inf, 
haptian. 

ab Soto ban bs ails 

e 
as to the time when po n to infant 
‘baptism, dlccording to Mr, L., vary by 
nine hundved and eighty. years. 
But this is not the most glaring mis- 

statement the book, or these same pages 
contains, to which attention will shortly be 
called. 

-
 

Yours, 

ALPHA. 

Gems. 

Do you say sin is too strong for you? 
It is not too strong for Omnipotence that 
dwelleth in you. I don’t want so much to 
be afraid of going to hell, as to be afraid 
of sin. Let me be afraid of sin, and then 

I need not be afraid of going to hell. 

“When a man pulls out his sixpence and 
gives that, when he is laying by thousands 
of pounds, I can only consider that he 
forms a pretty accurate measurement of 
the value of his religiun. 

The diamond fallen into the dirt is not 
the least precious, and the ust raised by 
high winds to heaven is not the less vile. 

A thankful spirit has always fresh matter 
for thankfulness. To praise God for the 
past is the sure way to secure mercies for 
the future. Prayer and praise live or die 
together. 

I think that if you observe what justice 
and kindness both say to you in the journey 
of life, other people will be glad to walk 
with you, and be sorry to part with you; 
and that when you get to the end you will 
look back on your course with satisfaction 
and joy. 

Difficulty is the nurse of greatness, a 
harsh nurse, who roughly rocks her foster- 
children into strength and athletic propor- 
tions. The mind, grappling with great 
aims and wrestling with mighty impedi- 
ments, grows by a certain necessity to 
their stature. Scarce anything so convinces 
me of the capacity of the human intellect 
for indefinite expansion in the different 
stages of its being, as this power of en- 
larging itself to the height and compass of 
surrounding emergencies. 

For the Visitor. 

A Sabbath at Elgin, N. B. 
ee 

with the glories of a summer sunrise, as we 
gained ' the eminence ‘overlooking the 
charming valley of Sussex Portage, two 
miles south of Anagance, through which 
we are passing on the road to Elgin, still 
ten miles away. ~ This beautiful - locality, 
new robed in its dress of green, is: favor- 

for tourists, especially as a resort for the 
jaded and overworked business man, who 
in this secluded spot finds opportunity to 
breathe, and cool his brain, or ‘restore his 

shattered nerves, while he indulges in his 
boyish pastime of throwing the hook and 
line to allure the trout from their native 
element. 

Yonder. sparkling in the morning  sun- 
light, is the Kennebeccasis, here only a few 

rods wide, wh.ch takes its rise far away 
beyond the wooded hills of Goshen. As we 
travel thoughtfully beside its purling wat- | 
ers, hastening onward to their ocean home, | 
we are reminded that this mountain stream 
contributes to swell the beautiful sheet of 
water sixty miles below, upon which so 
many aquatic struggles have already been 
witnessed by enthusiastic multitudes, and 
where, in 1871, England’s hero closed his 
eyes forever to earth’s fading glory, be- 
neath an August sun, far from the friends 
whose hearts beat high with rr of his 
success beyond the sea. 

Nature has done much to vender the 
passage along this stream impressive and 
romantic. On either side 
everlasting hills, some clad ith the’ fren 
eval forest, while others tell the 

departed grandeur, for ~ 

doné its work. LB 
We reach’ Goshen Corner, 

Baptist mi grb 
are; he 5 

has | 

A 
HOH 

“Now a thr rsier of this Satan. dle 1 

. The eastern horizon was’ still - refulgent|. 

ably known as a summer watering place |" 

"us arg the| 

¢ Offi, und = 

y pre oh at 11 a.m. The 
| a numbers about 160 mem- 
At h their . pastor, seem 

united in contending for the faith once de- 
livered to our fathers. 
About half a mile north of the village, 

lying along the road to Petitcodiac, on a 
little eminence, may be found the old cem- 
etery. Here. among the many, is ‘to .be 
seen the last resting-place of Rey. Charles 
Lewis, who with his father preached the 
gospel long years ago, among the first -set- 
tlers of New Brunswick, when travelling 
was a matter of much difficulty, especially 
during the deep snows of our northern 
Winter. 
Then, instead of the comfortable ear, 

drawn by the iron herse over steel rails, 
they faced the northern blasts and ‘scaled 
the drifts on snow-shoes, as they travelled 
from place to place doing good. But there 
came a time to rest, when, some 300 miles 

distant from the new home he had found 
in Carleton Co., he suddenly fell asleep in 
Jesus. And now we pause to read upon 
his tomb-stone the follpwing ATID epi- 
taph: 

*“Away from his family and away from his 
home, 

The soldier of Jesus is laid in the tomb, 

He has ceased from his labors and entered that 
rest 

Prepared by his Saviour in the realms of the 
blest.” 
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SPECIAL BARGAINS! 

LH. DEVEBER & SONS 
Invite attention to their 

Large Stock of Goods, 

Selected in England, France and 

America, 

and arriving here 

rig to the New National Policy Tarif | 
‘conling’ tty —— 

A SAVING 
is therefore effected of [31 

From 0 to 30 Per ¢ cent. 
— 

CASH 2 PURCH ASERS 

wili do well to call: 

95 Prince William Street, 

or Water ‘Street. 
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A Large Stock of Corsets, 
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