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Poetry.

The Answered Prayer.

I have a prayer upon the wall,
Within my room;

Couched in those simple words—
“God bless pur home!”’

An answered prayer,

For God hath heard

Its silent utterance,

And sent in gquick response,
What I most needed,

Not what I most had wished for,
Nor yet what I expected.

Blessings came daily, hourly,
Crowding on my path,
Some so disguised, I wond’ring said:
¢ Surely a Father’s hand
Is not dispensing these!”
But as I shrank bewildered,
Came the voice I knew—
“ Was it not blessings that my child desired 2"

And so he blessed me,
In his own sweet way.
Taking my treasures from me
Day by day.

Changed all my dreams and plans of hfc
Not wisely laid;
Put thorns within my paths
Where wilfully I strayed.

' Ofttimes my spirit rose

In stern rebellion;
Can it be, O Lord,

Such clouds and darkness come from Thee?

Yes, wisely, kindly, has the prayer
Been answered, and my will

Now sweetly lost in His, and I am still
And restful. As of yore,

Blessings come in disguise,

Yet no more I wonder and rebel,

His ways are past the knowing,

Nor can we tell,

What now he doeth, but shall know.
And knowing, say, <“’Tis well!’

Opening Address of the Prophsetic Con-
ference at Mildmay Park, London.

BY REV. HORATIUS BONAR, D. D.

Christ’s own Testimony in Regard to his
Second Coming.

« But take ye heed ; behold I have fore-
told you all things.”—Mark xiii. 23. I in-
troduce myself with the Master’'s own
words, for I have specially to speak of the
Saviour’s predictions, and I ask you to no-
tice the peculiar emphasis of these words
of his, ¢ Take ye heed, behold I have told
you all things.” Both these words “ye”
and “you,” are manifestly meant to, be em-
phatic, and in being so they strikingly
connect themselves with the words of the
apostle in 1 Thess. v., “ Ye brethren are
mot in darkness that that day should over-
take you as a thief.” And why? Because
by the Word of the Lord he says he had
been making known unto them the things
concerning Christ’s coming. “ Of the
times and season ye have no need that I
write unto you.”

That seems to me recalling them to the
words of the Lord. ¢ This we say unto
you by the word of the Lord,”—bringing
them back to the Lord’s own testimony
and reminding them of things spoken by
him who had said, “ Take ye heed ; behold
1 have foretold you all things.”

But before taking pp the speeial subject
I should like to premise a tew general
words and shall make them as brief as pos-
sible. That eminent theologian of the
last century, I mean Jonathan Edwards of
America, in the latter days of his ministry
records in his diary this remarkable experi-
epce of his own. He says, “1 am getting
vastly more , charitable and am getting
vastly more uncharitable in my declining
years. So many of whom I have had little
* hope have stood well, and so many of whom
I thought I had every hope have gone
back, I wn getting more charitable and I
am getting more uncharitable.” Now, I
apply this phrase, changing the word chari.
table into certain,—and I speak my own
experience in this matter, and T compro-
mise uo one but myself in saying what I
do. IsayIam getting, after fifty years’
study, greatly more certain, and I am get
ting greatly more uncertain about many
things in the prophetic Word; and allow
me as briefly as possible to tell you both
my certainties and. iy uncertainties and
_you will see how strictly they ‘bear upon
_ what Thave to say oommgtheWn
. Yestimony,

- Tam M more. ml as to the 8«:—

——

Israel’s pmspectz. of glory in t.he Latter
Day, after their seattering: of 1800 - years.
T feel greatly morc certain with reference
to the don nof Antichrist, whatever that
name may include and doubtless it includes
a great many things. So regarding these
things that [ huve thus briefly enumerated
and on which I should bave liked to dwell,
I would say I fecl the power of a demon-
stration now. They form part of what
appears to be i demonstrative ereed.

But then, on the other hand, there are
some things regarding which Tam more
uncertain than I used to be, for though 1
had thought some forty or fifty years
ago that I had settied a great many of the
prophetic questions which have now c8me
to be uusettled. I feel uncertain in refer-
ence to systems of interpretation of the
Apocalypse.

I confess I thit Idon’t adhere, I may say,
to any of the different schools. I profess
to be a learner still in regard to the Apo-
calypse, and I wun waiting for light, and 1
believe the Holy Spirit will give it, and
that we shall, cre long, it may be, under-
stand that arvellous book which the
Church has been, age after age, trying to
comprehend, but which, T believe, it has
hitherto failed, in a great measure, to un-
ravel. [ feel also uncertain as to the de-
tails of events, and relations of events, es-
pecially regarding Israel’s Latter-Day his-
tory. It is not that I do not believe every
word that is written concerning Israel in
the Latter Day, but I feel at a loss to tell
how to arrange the various things which
at first sight seem to conflict the one with
the other.

And I feel uncertain as to the personali-
ties or of the personages and positions and
relations of the following names or nation-
alities which figure in the prophetic Word
—Babylon, Assyria, Edom, Elam, Egypt,
Moab, Ammon, Gog and Magog. God has
something in store for all these, but I con
fess I stop there. I am not able to say
more or arrange the future of these, but
there I leave them and am quite sure that
ere long we shall get light upon them, and
that the event. will prove that the Holy
Spirit had a special meaning” in what he
has written concerning them in the
phetic Word.

Let these things suffice, brethren—per-
haps they are too brief—to let you know-
something of my own experience in refer-
ence to the greater certainties and the
greater uncertainties that have passed
through my mind during these many years
since I began to study the Word. There
is just one thing in connection with this
matter which I should like to add, and it
is with regard to the certainties, for it ap-
plies to the whole, and I should like to
avow it solemmly in these days. I feel
vastly greater certainty in reference to the
Divine authority and verbal inspiration of
the Word of God. If ever a doubt passed
through my mind during the last fifuy
years, in reference to these, that doubt has
disappeared.  And then in conncetion
with this 1 feel a greater certainty as to
the literal interpretation of the whole
Word of God—=historical, doctrinal, pro:
phetical. Literal, if possible, is, I believe,
the only maxim that will carry you right
through the Word of God Genesis to Rev-
elgtion.

Now let me return to the Master’s
words: +“Take ye heed, behold I have
foretold you all things.” The word “ take
heed ” is literally “Look.” 'Itis the Mas-
ter's own word. It is 'not the apostle’s
word as you find it in 20d Peter, wheréin |
it is said, “ Yedo well to take heed ;™ it is
another word; “Look,” says the Master,
“use your eyes,” as we should say. “Look,”
and that word, even apart, brethren, from
what follows, is full of meaning. This 'is
his message to his own people ' A Chris-| th
tian is 2 man who can see afar off. He Las | wh
#ot eyes andjhe has got the eyesalveto en-
able him to use his eyes and purge bis lpir-
itual visiion,

‘The apostle describes backsliders as ||

pro-

those who cannot .see afar off, and who |/ C
have forgotten that they were purged from |

their own old sins. A Christian then'is a
mwhom;leeafaroﬁ Hei-shuan-

ing man. He is the onlyftm man ¢
tluttbeworld eontams; and' holoo tlo

hell M my feet. 'l‘he God of peace
shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly,
and in & measure he has already done it.
I see that beneath, and when I raise my
eyes as the Master has bidden me, I look
to the right hand and to the left and to
each side of me, and what do I see?

1 see angel guards conducting me in my
pilgrimage,” and see principalities and
powers contending together with those
angel guards and with me to hinder my
progress, and my whole pilgrimage is thus
on the right hand and on the left, conduct-
ed between these two strange invisiblé
powers—-—-tbe angels, the ministering spirits,’
sent forth to minister to them who shall
be the heirs of salvation, and the princi-
palities and powers against whom I con-
tend.

I look above, and what do I see? I see
Christ Himself sitting at the right hand of
the Father, interceding, ever living to in-
tercede, and preparing to come again ; and
whenever He sees His Church, as it were,
in weakness or despondency, driven back
by its hosts and enemies, he cheers her by
a word from his throne, ¢ Behold I come
quickly;-and my reward is with me to give
to every man according as his work shall
be »

Then I look before me, and when I look
before me, right in front of me what do I
see ? I see theglory, I see, perhaps, some
years, I know not how few or how many
there may be, of tribulation, (forit is
through much tribulation that we must
come to the kingdom), but béyond this I
see the dawn of the brightest day that ever
shone on earth—the glory beginning to rise
from out these dark cloudsthat encompass
us about—this is the Chureb’s future to
which she looks right forward through the
darkness of this present evil world. And
so I use the word in all theése senses. T
use the word to Christian brethren—Look,
take heed.

But further, in connection with this I at
once proceed now to testimony, * Behold
I have foretold you all things.” 1, your
Master. It is not “ Ye have been foretold
all things,” but, “I have done it.” He
speaks authoritatively, he speaks as one
who has authority, and not,as one of the
mere children of men. “ 1 have told you
all things.” Now mark the connection of
this second’ clause with the first. Tt is
quite possible to use the first without the
second, but in this case the first wonld not
be complete without the second. I am
sending off a messenger on an important
errand "without telling him what he is. or
may expect to encounter. But if I send

»ff a messenger and tell him, ag least a
considerable measure of what he may en-
counter, ‘then I am telling him for his
guidance what may occur, and that there-
fore he may take heed. In the one case
he takes heed because I have told him no-
thing ; and in the other because I have
told him all that I consider necessary. The
master of a vessel puts that vessel into the
hands of a pilot, and bids him steerto a
&értain spot without telling him anything
more. ‘He may say, “ Take heed ‘that it
bé steered aright,” but if he were to give,
him @'description of the various perils by

the mben there would be this addition,
the on which the Lord gives here,

«Paké heed; lo? 1have “told you all
things.”

Now mark carefully ! The Lord does
not leave you in the first of these condi-
tioni‘. He does not say, “Take heed, for
| you know nothing of the way, of the dan-
'gers, or of the enemies.”  No! 'He says
« Tike heed, because I have not only given
ytm a warning but I have pointed out t 10,
you the difficulties that beset your path—
'the dangers that lie before you. [ have
told. you all things. "* Now 'the Lord in

é ords was manifestly referring’ to

had been saying in Matt. xxiv.

Mark xiii. and Luke xxi.—I mean his pro.
phecy & there detailed by those three
8. It 'is here he points out the
ﬁ'ﬂ hich he wishes them to give heed.
: he is describing in these chapters
~interval between hh ﬁut lnd

coming is the terminus
.thdw pomttoﬁlohluhm

lation for the church, but then he always
seems to add, “I am coming to end that

address with just these words of the

ye must enter the kingdom of heaven.”
The interval was to be a period of tribu-)

tribulation, but not till then shall that tribu-
lation be ended. Then there are wars and
rumors of wars, commotions and convul-
sions in the world everywhere, not only in
Judsa but throughout the earth, and
thoseé are to go on more or less throughout
the whole interval, and his meaning evi-
dently is—“ But I am coming to put an
end to these things and not till then shall
these be put an end to.” :
Then he goes on in Matthew xxiv. to
speak of the failure of love—¢ Iniquity
shall abound and the love of many shall
cold”—and this continual declension in
love isto he, (I fear we must say) the char-
acteristic of the whole period; though there
will be bright instances of of the opposite;
yet the characterististic of the interval
will be failure in love; but then he says
“I am coming to put an end to all this.”
And then there is sleep-—the sleep not only
of the world bvt of the church, And then
there are the apostasies and the false
Christs. I give . you these as specimens

dnﬁ. :ﬂ]lon ﬂldwnk of lnm,
‘would give thee living water.”
man thirst, let him come unto me
drink.”

spirit, weary of the world, having tast
its vanities, having gone to one by
cistern after another, and found the
of the whole—if I speak to any such |
thirsty soul that would fain be happy
know not how, I say not only, “ Ho,¢
one that thirsteth, come ye to the
—come,” but I take up the last worg
the Apocalypse, as God’s last wordy
men,
world, “Lef him that is athirst
and whosoever will, let him take they
of life freely;” for thus it is that
when the last trumpet is about to |
the last v1a.l is about to be poured out,
the gate is about to be closed agains
sinner—thus it is that just then the]
mMessage is sent out, sent out by (
himself to "a weary and thirsty wo
“ whosoever will, let him take ‘the way
life freely.”

vent prayer.

“If

And if I speak toadsy to any such t}

Christ’s last words to a th

Dr..Bonar closed his addmss

of what the Lord points out, as what I

may call the Lamb’s marks of this great
interval of which He says, “Take heed;
behold, I have foretold you all things.”

Looking at these, He bids us use our
eyes, and interpret what we see from day
to day; interpret past history, interpret
present history in the light of this memor-
able prediction of His. :

But I pass on to His testimony concern-|, .. o Sewing Machine} Makers' and Re

ing His coming, and I shall be as brief as
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possible upon this, though it is far too im- hi
portant to be easily treated on or. fully m LIGHT RUNNING ROYAL AND ¢ h
discussed even in a much longer address FAII.Y SEWING MACHINES, o
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vent is to be found in two places. Tt is SAINT JOHN, N_B t
to be found in those chapters to which I \;\ ” ;
have referred (Matt. xxiv., Mark xiii., and .
Luke xvii. and xxi.) and in the Apocalypse. THOMAS L m :,I
These are Christ’s two testimonies to his y
coming—the one delivered on earth, the I
other delivered after his ascension nto Hldes wd Calf s |
heaven. If you read the Gospels, /especial- SHEEP SKINS, m WOOL. ‘
ly the parables, you will find in each one— :

each parable I may say, almest without ex-
ception—references to his coming, and the
events connected with that’coming, so that
you cannot understand hm/parables with-|
out linking them /_namtn the Second Ad-
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vent, where they close. :
And in those chapters to which I have
been referring—not only Matt. xxiv., but
also xxv., which you should always read
in connection with Matthew xxiv.—you
will find that there is there the Lord’s tes-
timony to his coming, his testimony as to
the events pref;edmg it, his testimony as to
the Coming itself and his testimony ' re-
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garding the watchfulness on the part of his
Church.

Then in the Apocalypse testithonies are
without number. You may say it begins |
and ends with them : “ Bekold He cometh
with clouds, and every eye shall see him ”
—and again and again throughout its
twenty-swo chapters you have, ¢ Behold, I
come quickly,” “Behold I come as a
thief ;” and then there is the last  testi-
mony, * He which testifieth. these things
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saith, Surely I come quickly ”.— and our|-

response is, “Amen, even nfw-lq-i
sus.” Mark what precedes this: “'P}
Spirit and'the bride say, Come ; and let
him that heareth say, Come; and let M
that is athirst come: .and . whosoever| g
will, * let: him come and take of  the
Water of Life freely ”~—which verse I dl-
vide into/two parts, for it seems to me t.o
divide itself most, munlly into these t.wo
parts—the first being a prayer to Christ.
“ Come, Lord Jesus;” the second bemﬁ
addressed to the sinners, “ come, sinner

“ Come, Saviour,” is the mamn‘ of
first part; “ come, siuner,”  is the

ing of the second ; and I wish to close 1
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