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[From the Christian Helper.]

pternational Bible Lessons.

Lesson XVII. April 27.
THE COMING SAVIOUR.
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Isaiah 42: 1-10.

—And to a voice from heaven, say-

TEXT,
4y beloved Son, in whom I am pleased.

| This is my
fthew 3: 17,

The Book of Isaiah.

. what his tribe, occupation, social position,
, we do not know. Hence we know nothing
1,, aiah apart from his prophetic work. He
ophesied “in the days of Uzziah, Jothuﬂ,
az, and Hegekiah, kings of Judah.” “The
dinary chronology gives 758 B. C. for the

of Jotham’s accession, and 698 for that of
zekiah’s death. This gives us a period of 60
ars.  And since Isaiah’s ministry commenced
fore Uzziah’s death (how long we know not),
posing him to have been nomore than 20
s old when he began to prophecy, he would
L ve been 80 or 90 at Manasseh’s accession.”’—
mith. (Manasseh succeeded Hezekiah,) We
ow not how long Isaiah lived after Manasseh
egan to reign. Some think it ‘may have been
0 or fiftéen years, and some think that he was
ut to death in the first year -of Manesseh. So
e know not the exact date of his birth or
eath. It is gemerally thought that he was put
»death by being sawn asuunder, and  that the
oference is ‘to him i 'Heb. 11:'37. Manasseh
a8 a wicked man; in 2 Kings 21: 16, itis said
pat he “‘ shed  innocent blood very much, till
he had filled Jerusalem from one end to ano-
ther.” Isaiah, being a good man and perhaps
i reproving the wicked king, probably suffers
along with other innoeent ones.

To fix the date of Isaiah in the minds of the
scholars, remind them of the dates of the cap-
tivity, and return of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Isaiah lived at Jerusalem in the early part of
his prophetic life and probably he never lived
far from that cityy

The prophets Jonah, Hosea, and Micah lived
in his time,

Inthe days of Isaiah ‘‘public morals were
corrupted, and the fear of the Lord was forgot-
ten. Luxury and vice prevailed, and idolatry
took the place of the worship of the true God.
Hezekiah sought tofreform abuses, and to bring
the people back to God; bus it seemed to be
only a temporary reformation,’’—Peloubet .
The kingdom of Israel was broken up and its
people carsied into captivity by the Assyrians
B. C. 721, . The kingdom of Judah was rapidly
ripening for the Babylonish captivity.

“Isaiah’s character stands before us as one
of almost mperhuman elevation, When we
think of him during thgse 60 years, discharging
so many varied offices, expostulating, reproving,
expounding, comforting, doing all with dee
resignation and unfaltering faith towards
and with serene dignity towards men, we seem
to be contemplating one, who, while retaining
all purely human sympathies, has a portion of
leraplno nature commupicated to him.—Cook.

“ The natural and obvious division of  Isaiah
is into two parts, the, first of whwh clooel with
the 30th chapter. and the latter of whiokeomr
prises the vemainder of the book, Thp main
drift and scope of the latter part is to portray
events to come—the certain deliverance of the
Jews from the bondage in Babylon, and the
higher deliverance of the world under the Mes-
siah. of which the former was the suggester
and emblem.”’ —Barnes.

The wnﬁnpo! Isaiah are full of the sublimest

figures and the most beautiful ornaments of
poetry. Jerome says that Isaiah is more evan-
gelist than - prophet. It seems Wﬁmu as if
he were writing a history of the past rather
than a prophec}. The beauty of the style is
partly lost in the translation. There are in the

New Testament many quohﬁom f g-,w-h.
some of them literak Tq”hm to give
exercises for the follo l‘o their

classes might ask them to ﬂndlomofﬂl“l
quotations.

V. 5 Bolnld servant. Of the vhop'):u-
sage, Bishop says: "u-:'wm

applied it divectly v Christ; nor
any ju&uéé, or any propriety, uu..u.a toany

saiah was the son of Amoz; but who Amozy)

t | brated by new songs made for the oecasion, as
s | the Seng of Moses, and Song of Deborah, All

It was thought that the utterance of it would |
| shake heaven

| denied that miracles, were redlly wrought by |
¢ m#mﬁonahﬁmgo performed them

*w.u»vﬁm

: e
just ready to go out, or to be extingnished ; and
the phrase refers literally to the expiring wick
of a lamp.”’ The least spark of true religion in

the heart, will not be extinguished; but will be

nursed into a glowing flame. This ismot writ-
ten to encourage a low state of piety, or to

teach us that we may remain in passive indiffer-

ence without censure. But it is written to en-

courage all who, conscious of the feebleness and

dimmess of their faith, long for a stronger and

clearer light. *“ The word ‘smoking’ shows that

he maintains and cherishes, not darkaness but

sparks, though feeble and hardly perceptible.”

—Calyin. Judgment—she true religion. Unto

truth. Unto victory, Matt. 12: 29.

V. 4. We shall not fail nor be discouraged.
Barnes says of the word translated *fail,”’:
‘“There may be an allusion ‘here to that which
is applied to the flax.”” We may be dishearten-
ed and feeble, He never f{ails nor is discouraged,
and He will carry on His glorious work unfal-
teringly to a triumphant completion. The isles
shall wait. Mjssionaries have sometimes found
the heathen dissatisfied with their ows relig-
ions, and vaguely expecting some new system.
This is said to have been the case in the Sand-
wich Islands. His law. ‘ Law’’ in Scripture
sometimes stands for the whole; revelation of
God in His word.

V. 5. This verse introduces an nddrou to
the Messiah. God has been speaking of Him,
He now speaks to Him. The; introduction is a

description of God’s creative and sustaining |

power. 'The heavens, the earth, everything on
the face of the earth, the people dwelling upon
it, and the breath” and life of all, have come
from God in the first place, and continue to
éxist.only thxough His power. The sustaining
power of God is but a continual repetition of
the creative act. .

V. 6. It isthis great God that has called
Christ to His peculiar work for men, and He is
able to sustain Him init. ' A4 covenant,~that
is, as the mediator of the new covenant. A
light. He is the light~ of the world, ,bringing
light for all, Jews amtd Gentiles. We know
that, until He came, the Gentiles satin dark-
ness, and in the shadow of death.

V. 7. He hath called His people ‘‘out of
darkness into His marvellous light,”’ and re-
leased those who were ‘' bound in affliction and
iron,”” who were in the snare of the devil, and
‘““taken captive by him at his will.”

V. 8. I'am Jehovah. An address now to the
people. ' This solemn name denotes essential
eternal being. This name distinguishes Him
from all false gods. See Ps. 83: 18; Ps. 96: 5.
In the latter passage, it will be seen that the
word translated Lord is Jehovah. My glory
will I not give, etc. See Ex. 20:3, 4, b.

V. 9. Former predi¢tions by the mouths of
 the prophets had been fulfilled. That was a
guarantee that the  ‘‘new things'’ also would
oome to pass. See Is. 37: 7; Is. 38; 5. .

V. 10. A new song. The great deliverances
wrought for Israel by the Lord wefe often cele-

the inhabitants of the earth are here called upon
tosi‘g a new song, for the deliverance Christ
should accomplish, not for the Jews only, but | o
also fof the Gentiles.

- . Remarks.

1. How killld, how gentle, is the hand of
Christ." 'The bruised reed is not broken by its
touch. The wound“wu“ can bear that heal-

to approach Christ With an comphmtl. There
is none otaer will deal so tenderly with us. We
need not hope for better comfort anywhere.

2. Those who will not také God for their
master, ‘are not free for all that. They are
slaves of 'sin, captives of Satan. And he may
give ais servants a loose rein now, yet they are
every day more firmly bound, and in the end
Satan and sin will havo unhindered control of
them.

3. 'The name 'Jehovah was and is logauhd
by the Jews with peculiar reverence. Fear of | b
taking it in_vain cansed; them to refrain from | 4%
all use of it. At last its ‘pronunciation was for-

gotten, and it was referred to as ** The Name.”

and earth, and; as it cvuld not be.

e. The ‘friﬁngof the name
wi?tlp l '&t«h and a Jew
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FARM FOR SALE

. First Fall Importations.
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‘does not come. ~Then'T'shall bave the great.be-

kind. If I am dying, itis euthanasia.”

Never Before!

HAVE CUSTOMERS had an opportunity to purchase
5 egkl'qq GOODS to such an udvantagc ad is now
offer

A BANKRUPT STOCK
DRESS GOODS

FROM 8 CENTS PER YARD.

COLORED CORDS, 1215, 15, 16, 17, |18 and’ 20
cents per yard, all New Shades.

COLOURED SUITING SERGES,

20f fets’
worth 33¢.

COLORED SATIN CLOTHES, 20 cts. per yard/
former price 36e.

BLACK LUSTRES, 123, 15, 18, 20, 22 and 2
cents.

BLACK SICILIANS, 23cts. to %cts. per yard.

Black Cords Very Cheap.

¥~ The above are wonderful Bargains and worth
examination.

JAS. MANSON,

Commercial Palace,

Jjan29 KING STREET.
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THIb Farm is situated on Butternut Ridge, and will
be sold or leaset for a term of years to a good
to invest would do
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) INSURI\NCC BLOCK.
GENERALAGENCY

ROBER1 MARSHALL,
General Agent, Notary Public and Broker,

ST. & MARKET SQUARE
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Cay gitd. over 'l‘wentqnﬂ‘ve Million Doliars,and Three
red and Fifty Thousand Dollars devosited at

" FIRE BB.ANGH
mperial - Fire Insnmce Gompany,

OF LONDON, Established 1883.
TIE FETNA INSURANCE COMPANY,

w(ﬁon‘romnn 18134

| Hartford Fire Insuran&e Co,,

BORGANIZED 1810,

FIRE INSURANCE effected on Brick and Frame
tores, Warehouses, Merchandize,. Stea;nt
tion

Marine DBranch.

OF CANADA:
Ineorponted by special Act ot]Paruummt
Capital $1,000 000.

y|THE BRITISH AMERICA

INSURANCE COMPANY.
Incorporated 15388

Insurance electod ©On vessels, carg

hh and from part of the comm
33!1 'I'I.:n Voy‘l' clu issned at once, on

terms and conditions as customary.
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Apply at Insurance Block, 8t. .J.(;}n BOBAKL
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Sredervicton Advertisements.

XMAS 78,

Grand displayjof

Toys and Fancy Goods.

Handsome Lamps, Rich Bohemian China and Glass
ware, ‘‘ Ajone ”’ Silver-plated Ware] s

ELEGANT FURNITURE

James G. McNally’ 8,

Oorner Queen and York Sts.,

FREDERICTOIN.

P. S.—What so suitable for a Christnias Present as
some handsome and USEFUL article to be en oyod
all the year around. J. G.

THOMAS LLOGAN.
FREDERICTON.

Dr<sr & oods

—AND-—

CARPETINGS.

Our Stock is now complete in every department.

‘PRICES LOW.,

New and Seasonahle Goods

IALWAYS ON HAND.
Opposite Normal School.
" THOMAS LOCAN.

A. F. RANDOLPH,

Importer of and Dealer in

FLOUR CORNMEAL

[—AND—

PROVISIONS.
WEST INDIA GOODS.
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+ Direot Importer and Dealer
FOREIGCN AND DOMES

HARDWAR

Has just completed his stock of

HAYING TOOLS,

consisting of

Dun e ook Cp “‘&,3:‘“
es ; r es ;
Bestln(fume es; Paten Ameﬂcm‘sn :
m rican Rakes ; lisy Forks in 2and 3 prong
Fork dles ; Bush s’cythea :&y‘t e Stones; Grind
Stones. At lowest rates Whol e and Retail.

Z.. R. EVERETT.

Also on hand, and Agent for William Anson Wood
imported le Mower, and the Wheeler and Melisk
Centennial Hay Rake.j

NORTH BRITISH and MERCANTILE

INSURANCE COMPANY,

OF EDINBURGH ANDP LONDON,
ESTABLISHED IN 1800
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