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From the Acadia Atheneum. 

Reminiscences of European Study and 

Travel.—No. 10. 

BY PROF. D, M. WELTON. 

The mountainous district through which 

the Rhine winds its way immediately above 

Bonn is called . 

THE SEVEN MOUNTAINS, 

from the principal peaks which compose it. 

Their names and heights are respectively as 

follows: Drachenfels, 1,066 ft.; Wolkenburg, 

1,076 ft.; Lohrburg, 1,444 ft; Oelburg, 1,522 

ft.; Loewenburg, 1,505 ft.; Nonnenstromberg, 

1,105 ft; and-Petersberg, 1,096 ft. 

The fest of these—th¢ Drachenfels-is 

perhaps most worthy of notice. The view 

from it is the most picturesque; besides it is 

crowned with the Castle of Drachenfels, 

which ‘was erected by Arnold, Archbishop of 

Cologne, at the beginning of the 12th cen- 

tury dnd ranks among the most interesting 

of the Rhine ruins. 

The name Drachenfels, or “Dragon's rock,” 

is drawn from the mythological story of the 

dragon, which is said to have housed in the 

rock, and been slain by Sigfried, the hero of 

the Low Countries, who, having bathed in its 

blood, became invulnerable. The cavern in 

which the dragon lurked may be seen from 

the Rhine, half-way up the hill among the 

vineyards. I shall not soon forget the ex- 

citement which prevailed on board the steam- 

er as she passed this point, every tourist do- 

ing his utmost to get a glimpse of the cave. 

It was the ravishing prospect which, ‘the 

top of Drachenfels commands hiss ified 
the following lines of Byron i— 
“The tod otag g of Drachenfels CL 
Frowon ols the wide and srw bgadiy tools : | 

BEA] loh bear the vine 5 
‘with 

: cine vie walls them shine, 
How 7 strewed a scene which I could sce. 

double Joy hie] thou me. 

Tiideed “there is not ruin, along the The 
course of the Rhine —and they may be 

coumarin WoT does not borrow |. 
PET 

interest from some historic or ro-, 
- association. iain over it, Take 

for instance that of : 

ROLANDSECK, o 

only. FRR 15 which remains. It is 

: A Sp — peer 

SAEV TT ERE 

summoned by Charlemagne to the crusade. 
Time sped on and most anxiously. did Hilde- 
gunde await his return. But sad rumors 
came. The brave Roland was said to have 

fallen by the hands of the infidels, and the 

world no longer possessing any charm for 
the inconsolable Hildegunde, she took refuge 

in the convent on the adjacent island® The 
rumors, however, of the death of her be- 
trothed were unfounded. Although desper- 
ately wounded, he recovered, and hastened 

to the halls of Drachenfels to claim his bride, 

but instead of being welcomed back by her 
fondly remembered smile, he found that she 
was forever 16st to him. In despair he built 
the castle which looks down upon the con- 
vent, and there lived in solitude, catching 

an occasional glimpse of a fair form passing 
to and fro to her devotions in the little chap- 
el of the convent. At length he missed her, 
and soon the tolling of the bell and a mourn- 
ful procession conveyed to him the heart- 

rending intelligence that his beloved Hilde- 
gunde was now indeed removed forever. 

From that moment Roland never spoke ; for 
a short time he dragged on his wretched 

exidtonse, but his heart was broken, and one 

morning his sole attepdant found him ngid 
and lifeless, his glassy eye still turned to- 
wards theconvent chapel.” 

Of a somewhat different character is the 
story suggested by 

THE MOUSE TOWER, 

which stands on a rock in the middle of the 
Rhine, and marks the spot—so the well- 
known legend goes—where the cruel Arch- 
bishop. Hatto was devoured by mice. Hav- 
caused a number of poor people to be burned 
in a barn during a famine, whom he com- 
pared to mice bent on devouring the corn, 
he was immediately attacked by mice which 
tormented him day and night. He then 
sought refuge on this island, but was follow- 
ed by his persecutors, and soon eaten up alive. 
But perhaps there is no roek which thr 

ists on the Rhine rush so eagerly upon the 
deck of the steamer to see ax 

| THB ROMER 

to have had her dwelling, who, like the 

{sirens of old, enticed sailors. and fishermen 
to their destraction in the rapids at the foot| 
of the precipice,—a legend long a theme for | 
the poet and painter. 
In a beautiful poem of Heine's he repre- 

sents the charming Loerlei, when the;:top of 
the mountain is bathed in the rays of the de- 
clining sun, as sitting thereon, radiant in her 
sparkling jewels, and combing her golden 
hair, at the same time singing a bewitching 
song. The sailor on the Rhine below hears: 
her voice and turns his eye upward to see 
whence it comes, but as he listens and gazes, 
he forgets his boat which is dashed upon the 
rocks. 

with a frog Rnglish a... 

“The air is cool i pr pu: 

me 
tiful virgin 

+ The b rh a in BEE pre: 

Ramanism tuaght the divine authority 

of the church, and. established a perpetual 
priesthood. 
Jesus’ doctrines were the pillow and prop 
of its 

was no salyation, and the priesthood wield- 

ed the full divine aathority Of the church. 

Luther unwittingly - retained these two 

dogmas of a divinely organized church 
and a life- long oregehership or priesthood, 
and all Prot 
take. 

ies of Christian pi 

sory organizationg elaiming the sacred 
rights and destiny of the great general as 
sembly and church of the first born, point- 
ing to the Jewish theocracy as their type 
and justification, and wielding authority 
over creed and conscience. 

and natural texts as “ Forget not the as- 

sembling of yourselves together,” 
«“ The Lord added to the church (congre- 

gation) daily of such as should be saved,” 
are twisted into a eommand to formally 

join the church, from which there is no 
honorable egress but by death. 

ministry of the primitive Clristianity, we 
have a perpetual preachership, exercised 

sglcalied ; “hed this rook the siren is said 

XS B 

Perpetual: chership. Pp Prea 

BY PRES. J. Mi GREGORY, LL. D. 

These two corruptions of 

power. Outside the church there 

nism has inherited his mis- 

Instead o simple voluntary societ- 
gople, we'have compul- 

Such plain 

and 

So, also, instead of this simple fraternal 

by men supposed to be supernaturally call- 
ed, and sancgified for their work by an or- 
dination, which, in place of the simple ap- 
pointment of the early days, isa divine 

sacrament conferring’ a sort of priestly 
character and prérogaive upon the recip- 
ient. 

“The evils arisi ng from this high church- 
iid obvious enouch when 

| teacher’s chair, 

the same liberty, and when he leaves the 

pulpit for the store, or the stump for the 

ov seenlar ealling, 

and title 

belonging to 

any other 

let his ministerial character 

dropped 

be | 
ni. | no longer as 

Let the door into the ministry and out of 

it be as open as that of any other honor- 
able ealling. ‘ 

of 

with un. 

If it be objected that this opening 

doors would flood the ministry 

worthy men, or remove inducements to 

pious young men to educate themsehves 

for the ministry, I -eply that just the op- 

posite would be the result. When 

are counted as preachers only 

they continue to pre ch 

ing there is no longer 1 motive for men to 

seek to get admitted to it ©s 21 permanent 
profession, giving a life-long title 

Earnest Christian men 

will still preach as laymen, or entering the 

pulpit professionally will remain as long as 

their services are in demand 

men 

<0 long as 

HE recular cail- 

and 

social position. 

and they can 

get fair compensation for their work. 

Young men feeling an attraction for the 

pulpit will consider carefully the likelihood 

of success, and will feel a double need of a 

thorough vrofessional training for a calling 

in which they must 

work. 

win success by good 

It is placing the student of theology 

on precisely the same footing with the 

student of law, medicine, or engincering. 

The good preacher, like the good lawyer, 

will always find enough to do, and get fair 

wages for fair work. 
Baptists who sturdily refuse to allow 

their preachers any ecclesiastical distine- 

tion or authority, counting them simply as 

ling of other books. 

| iental imagery, 
pleaded m opjrosition to what is called 

Figures of speech, or- 

and so forth,—cominonly 

an 

abject literalism,—are all taken into ac- 

count, and yet the rule stands. 

Says the Rev. S. H. Tyng, Jr, D.D.,— 

“the laws of language are the instruments 

by which we construe the 
of God. But for the mystical, spiritual- 

izing school of expositors, we should have 

this prop- 

involved in 

Bible Not 
hieroglyphic, or cabalistic signs, 

of 

rhetoric and 

logic can closely deal, has God made known 

His purposes to us. 

metaphors and parables indeed 

but these are subject to the rules of 

pretation, which control in 

ture.” 

The fact is that the real speculation” 
(to recur to the thought of my last article) 

ix to be found in the current spiritualizing 
interpretation of Scripture. This indeed 

is “ mere theory” and “conjecture.” If 

we are to decide according to our own be- 
liefs what parts of prophetical, or other 
writings are figuratige and what are liter- 
al, and especially if we are to consider the 
greater part as “figurative,” 

we shall he in uncertainty. To quote again 

from Dr. Tyng,—¢ Is it honest to argue 

with infidels on the basis of the literal ful- 

filment of prophecies, relating to our Lord’s 

first coming, and allegorize the predictions 

connected with these in chapter, verse, and 

written words 

no need to do more than state 

It would seem to be 

the popular character of our 

in cipher, 

osition. 

but in the language and dialect 

men, with which grammar, 

living 

Similies, 

abound, 

mter- 

secular litera- 

then of course 

preaching brethren, and who resolutely 

maintain the absolute independence of each 

local church, ousht, 
ism are many 
one thinks o 

come from 

or the perplet 
writing is cong 
a divine “ cs 

erally telthy 

] but i it is to those which 

pachership, which this 

with. 

ach ” has been so gen- 
is held in so softened 
ot be here- discussed, 

¢ ‘was at the bottom of 
“of “once a minister 
This dogma has filled 

our Christian societies with men who have 

neither the power to interest or instruet, 

who are neithew, clear, thinkers nor good 
talkers—preachers who cannot preach— 
and who go from church to church seeking 
a congregation who will endure their dull 
tediousness and give them some scanty 
support. These poor churches, feeling on 
their part, the duty to maintain what they 
call the “preaching of the gospel ” accept 
these poor preachers because they ave 

though it lou 

| cheap, ‘and then'go on senselessly bewail- 
ing the coldness of the chureh and the 

: | general indiffetence to religion. 
I will take the liberty. of si thiS poem |- ‘Next the ministry itself suffers. Many 

of these preachers when young and enthus- 
| iastic, were 

ing they felt the ‘mysterious divine “call ” 

ful enthusiast dead, they drag on asad 
life, consciously chained to a calling’ for 

|' which ‘they every essential ‘qualifica: 

tion, and wa : from ‘church to ‘church 
to geta scanty living. ‘Some failing in 

TY LE KS flashes, ins health or finding no “pulpit open to them 
elias tap: 7 resort 0 secular puisuits, book-peddling, 

“a iakihe iE 4 eit i Freres agencies or trade, ‘dragging their sacred 

¥ And huge at fh tad time a song; 17 title as a bu of parading it for selfish 
Ca ar » : erful, : x ends. The 38 vhe “body of active and 

PET r yt Cee Pgs Val pe oh — the odium excited 

He : § od : also suffers. The 
— _-— the maiden. : hes oble advod d shallow arguments of 
“In the waves devour these men; © d to preach for life, 

; SE it breed more sl than all the assaults 
i hi ed pitiful and uomanly 

irs disgusts men of sense, 
7 peddlers, book 

pepers turn the stom- 

shed with so much gest 
8, in which some 

y part, age most 
rom these preachers 
nd forget to practise 

wyer relinquishes his 
te and no charge of}! 

n. He ceases to be 

| 

ve exhorters, and fanoy-| 

entered the ministry, and now, their youth. 

Lor preachership, 
he’ ogma of a clerical class. | 

sistent, each church or congregation should | salem, what varied sufferings He should en- 

RY 

The dogma of | 

this P anish dog: an of a lifelong 

To be 

priesthood 

logic: al and ¢on- 

1 4 $ } dl to 1ts pulpit wnomsoever 

wost worthy, and “appoint or ordain him 

deem fit. When this preacher finishes his 
work, he lays down his ¢al! and ordination, 

church shall give him a fresh call and a 

new ordination. 
The writer has for years held an! acted | 

upon these views. Having been by 

an unmistakable providence to devot: 

himself to another calling, he has steadily 

declined as far as possible to bear the min 

isterial title, or to perform distinctively 

ministerial functions. He his answered 

occasional “calls to preach” to the best of 

his ability, and, if God wills, may some 
day accept a cali to be a preacher; but till 
then he counts himself a humble lvyman, 

with no more rights or privileges than all 

other fnymen possess. 

For the Visitor. 

“His Appearing and His Kingdom." 
No.7 

‘Many a good brother, and many a pious 

gister has said in effect, if not in just these 

words;—*1 do not trouble myself about 

these prophetical subjects. Ticse this 

are not clearly revealed. And after all, 

the doctrines of these Milleunarians and 

other people holding such peculiar notious, 

are founded, for the most. part, 

secure and doubtful passages. There is cn- 

ough that is clear and plain for me to think 

about.” 
Of course any subject may be difficult 

to those who do not care to understand it 

or accept it us an article of faith. Those 

declarations of the inspired volume ure 

very apt to be called obscure, which, taken 

as they read, seem to teach something con- 

trary to our established opinions. But ac- 

cept the plain sense of such passages and the 

difficulty vanishes. Here is the root ques- 

_| tion of the whole matter. How shall we 

read the Bible ? ' Shallgwe take it to mean 

what it says ; or shall we write * figurative” 

or “ spiritual” in the margin wherever it 

suits us to put other meaning upon the 

text? Let Bishop Newton answer. He 

lays down the law, that a literal rendering 

is always to be given in the reading of 

Scripture, unless the context makes it ab-) 

surb. Understanding the word “ context” 

somewhat broadly, this rule is manifestly 

in accordance with right reason; and it 

upon ob- 

i¥ observed without question in the read- 

ond appearing ? g 
above all, 10 discard | 

they think | dare, ete, what possible 

for asserting the historieal fulfilment of 

to his work by such public services us they | 

going back to the ranks till some other | 

often clause, because they refer to His sec- 
What reason have we 

for holding, in oppo sition to the Jew, that, 

it was foretold where Christ 

born, 

shouid be 

how he should enter Jeru- 

basis have we 

ail 

these prophecies, which the Jews spiritual- 

jze, if we, in our turn, spiritu~lize the plain 

and closely joined predictions of the glo- 

rious Messiah, which they interpret liter- 

| ally? Surely, as a key tied by a string 
| elose to the lock, are the Scriptural inter- 
pretations of fulfilled: prophéey.” 

| Does any one ask for the anplication of 

all this? fully here 

and now ; but one or two examples may be 

given, In Micah, 3: 12, we read, * Zion 

for your sake shall be ploughed as a field, 
and Jerusalem shall become heaps,” etc. 
This is understood literally without hesita- 
tion, because it has been fulfilled. Now 

read on a verse or two. ‘ Many nations 
shall come, and say, Come and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the 

It cannot be shown 

house of the God of Jacob: for 

the law shall go forth of Zion, and the 

word of the Lord from Jeiisidem.” This 

ix figurative. ¢ Zion” and Jerusalem” 

mean the Chareh of Christ. This 1s a 

prophecy of the conversion of th: many 

nations, through the agency of the Chris 

tian Church. 

Again Zechariah says, “Tue Lord shall 
be king over all the earth,” 

Bd 

and mn another 

verse, like David in the 72 Psalin, ¢ His 

dominion shall be from sea to sea. and 

from the river unto the ends of the earth.” 

This is figurative language, we are told, 
and refers to the conversion of the world, 

which ix to be accomplished before the 

Lord comes in judgment. Yet when the 
prophet (Zech. 9: 9, 10), just before, fore- 

tells the entry of the King into Jerusalem, 
“riding upon a colt the foal of an ass,” 
there is no objection to a literal interpret- 
ation. 

Nov. 8, 1879. LUKE. 

Two or three hundred invited guests 
assembled on Thursday evening Oct. 30th, 
in the parlors of the Broadway Tabernacle 
to extend to Mr. J. B. Gough und his wife 
a welcome to his adopted country after 
fifteen months of labour in Great Britain 
in the cause of temperance. William i. 
Dodge presided, and addresses were made 
by the chairman, Dr. Taylor, the pastor of 
the Tabernacle Church, Rev. Drs. Newnan 
Cuyler, Peck and Judge Davis; after which 
Mr. Gough gave a thrilling aceount of his 
labors, and of the temperance work in 
England. He closed with an enthusiastic 
eulogy of Rev, C. H. Spurgeon. deciiriug 
him to be a total abstainer and an earnest 
worker in the cause of temperance.


