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THE PRESENT CRISIS. 

\ SERMON DELIVERED BY C. 

Al THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE. 

ONE COMMENDED THIS SERMON 

AS STRIKING AND POWERFUL. 

IL will go and returnto my place, till they acknow- | 
lee their offen md seek my face: in their affie- 
n v will seek me carlv.”’—Hosca vv. 10. 

We shall this morning use our text first | 

in reference to our nation! trowbles, for 

the words were originally spoken with re- 

oard to the national troubles of Israel and 

Judah 1 secondly we shall use it reference 

to ur personal trios as bedicvers ; and | 

then, thirdly, in its relation to the personal | 

ofr the 

here be learned instructive in each of the 

tirlals wicconverted, Lessons mav 

three cases. May the oly G host spe ak | 

the troth home to the heart. 

I. And first with regard to our pr sent 

nationad troubles, 

I desire to speak of these things as be- 
all I 

know it ix impossible to touch upon such 

fore God in sincerity and simplicity, 

a subject ithout being suspected of politi- 
but I ean truely declare that from 

all such partiality Tdesire to be freed, that I 

cal Dias, 

may not speak as wo partsan, but as the 
servant of the living God.  Calmy and 
solemnly would IT speak words of sober- 
ness and truth and justice. It is a burd.n 
to my heart to speake a hard word of 1ay 

and if I seem to do 
<0 It is not in wantonness, but because of a 

OW belovedZeountry, 

pressure upon my conscience which will not | 

let me be silent. 

Surely nofone' will deny that our coun- 

season of 

We been 

perplexed§for many months, and even for 

Fou 
a long time no man knew when he went to 
rest at night, but what the journal of the 

»,, lorning 

try is passing through a oreat 
and grievous adversity. have 

vedars with perpetual rumors of war. 

would inform him that our nation 
had p ned into war with one at least of 
the great powers of Europe. Our policy 
has been such, whether wise or unwise, 
that we have been constantly on the veroe 

of conflict. 

In addition to this we have been aetual-| 

Iv engaged in two wars at the least Dowars 

certainly expensive and questionably  ex- 
[n these two conflicts it was im- 

possible for they 

the 
gained from nations so far 

pedient. 

us to gain honor, since 

of the mighty 
[Laurel 

were 

feeble. 

terior to us would have been 

cases assailing 

unworthy 
of a place upon the brow of a brave nation. 

We have 

another with 

invaded one and then 

justification ‘than 
the law of superior force, or the suspicion 
of future danger. Disaster followed 
upon the heels of disasters, and at the end 

country 

no better 

has 

of it all there are great expenses to be met. 
Our acts of aggression must be paid for, 
not only with the blood of the soldiers, but 
with the sinews and sweat of our working- 
men. Results of industry, which ought to 
hive gone to support the arts and promote 
the comfort and advancement of the race, 
have been thrown away in wasteful feats 
of arms. The food which should have fed 
our children has been flung into the 
mouth of the lion to be devoured by war, 
that its evil spirit may become yet more 
ravenous. Willful waste, it is to be feared, 
will be followed by woeful want, unless 
God in his mercy shall interpose. We 
have meddled in many things, and have 
threatened at least three of the great quar- 
ters of the globe either with our fleet or 
our armies. Nothing could content us till 
we had drawn the sword against a brave 
though savage people, whose fighting 
well be fierce, since it is for their invader 
fatherland. These wars, whatever their 
issue, are serious calamities. 

On the back of all this war has come de- 
pression in trade. Everywhere there is 
complaining and not without cause. Even 
the most cheerful of men, who have always 
heen rejoicing when others have lamented, 
begin to look at last very serious, and to 
own that the times are threatening. Striv- 
ing tradesmen wonder whether they shall 
be able to “provide things honest in the 
sight of all men.” Many a man now plans 
and labors, but his care and toil earn but a 
scant reward. All trade is dull, and some 
trade is dead. 

As if all this were not enough, the 
heavens refuse to assist the processes of 
husbandry. For the most part the crop 
of hay, so needful for the cattle, may be 
regarded as lost, and now the great peril is 
upon the corn. In some places the corn is 
too backward to have suffered much at pre- 
sent, but in others the prospect is dark 
indeed. It seems certain that 3 continu. 
ance of this constant rain must deprive us 

~-of the most precious fruits of the earth. 
In the first matter that of a warlike pol- 

| change. 
| 

It may be possible that ere long | 

| better principles will come to the front, and | and seek his face. 

H. SPURGEON, | op), iy no longer be made to appear as a | nation at this time, and if it be we need to 

nation of snarlers and growlers, breathing! 

defiance, and delighting in war. God grant | 

But as to the two other mat- | 

We are powerless | 

re certainly power- 

it speedily! 

ters, what can we do ¥ 

to quicken trade, 

| less to stay the bottles of heaven. 

the day 

| to day, and drench our their 

Deluge will follow de- 

corn shall rot in the fields, if 

is therefore 

But by sonie 

rayer is desired as if it were quite certain 

we 

If God | 
wills it, clouds will gather from 

fields with 

pitiless downpour. 

luge till the 

God so 

de sired, 

1 
| that if certain pious words are repeated, 

| rain must necessarily cease and the weath- 

I am not quite so 

Let prayer be offered by all means, 
but only under certain conditions can it 

effectual. I know of many reasons 

why it may be possible that such prayers 

as are likely to be offered will not be heard, 

but instead thereof, the threatened judg- 

ment of God may nevertheless come upon 

[ desire, this morning to speak about 

prayer in the way of warning, lest men 

should place an unwise confidence in the 

formality of reading a form of prayer mn 

churches, or uttering’ extempore formali- 

ties in Few men believe 

more thoroughly in the power of real pray- 

er than I do, and I have tested and proved 

determines. Prayer 

and well it may be. 

er become favorable. 

sure. 

prove 

us. 

meeting-houses. 

[it in many remarkable ways so fully, that I 

can haveno doubt as to its efficacy, but 

heartily magnify the name of our prayer- 

hearing God. But still we must use our und 

and com- 

to expect what we shall not receive. 1 

call to your recollection the fact 

tnat under certain circumstances, God does 

prayer. Our text says, “I will 

go and return to my place, till they acknow- 

ledge their offence ;” and, if this be the 

cass, there will be no answering prayer till 

repentance is manifested. Sometimes the 

heavens are brass, even to good men, and 

their cries reverbrate and come back into 

ears, not without a blessing to 

themselves but still without any 

erstandings, lest we be deceived, 

would 

not answer 

their own 

visible 

| reply as to the people for whom their in- 

| tercessions were offered. It is not every 

that God will hear, for he 

his servant Isaiah, “ When ye 

sort of prayer 

saith 

spread forth your hands, I will hide mine 

by 

eyes from you; yea, when ye make many 

your hands are 

Intercession is 

prayers, I will not hear; 

full of blood.” (Is. 1. 15,) 

sometimes useless, for Jeremiah tells us, 

“Then said the Lord unto me, though 

Moses and Samuel stood before me, yet my 

mind could not be toward this people.” 

(Jer. xv. 1.) Ezekiel also warns us that 

the presence of the godly may not at all 

times avert judgment, for thus saith the 
Lord, ©“ Son of man when the land sinneth 

against me by trespassing grievously, then 
will I stretch out my hand upon it, and 

will break the staff of the bredd thereof, 
and will send famine upon it, and will cut 
oft man and beast from it ; though these 
three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job were in! 

it, they should deliver but their own souls 

by their righteousness saith the Lerd God.” 
(Ezek. xiv. 13, 14.) David, doabtless, 

prayed earnestly that he might escape 
from the chastisement of his sin when he 
numbered the people, but it could not be 

removed. He had a choice of three evils, 

but one of the three was inevitable. When 
God has come to this pass with a people that 
he must and will smite them, prayer is 
their only resoirce, and even that may fail 
to avert the threatened stroke. A child 
may have so transgressed that his father 
may feel bound to punish him, and then 
he will not spare the the rod because of his 
crying. I pray God that the rain may 
cease, but if it should be continund it will 
not be because the Lord cannot help us, or 
has ceased to answer prayér. Here is the 
secret of it all, and with trembling do I 
quote the words: “Behold the Lord’s 
hand is not shortened, that it cannot save - 
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear; 
but your iniquities have separated between 
you and your God and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear. 
For your hands are defiled with blood.” 
(Is. lix. 1-3.) 

Remember, too, that not only may God 
withdraw himself in anger, but it may be 
his determination to punish a people out 
of a far-seeing design for their good. Per- 
haps, as a nation, we have had too much 
prosperity. Kase and plenty have begot- 
ten pride and luxury, and these may have 
weakened the spirit of the nation. I would 
not wish ill to my country, but if our fel- 
low-men will not remember God except in | 

s | adversity, ad ransibr Saalt mint be fomad Te 
by the kindest heart. In our text, God de- 
clares that he will not give audience to his | 

icy, we may by God's goodness make a oping. peagle, by wil gave into hs, pegoes he 

acknowledge the offence 

It may be so with our 

place until they 

be exhorted to something more than public 

prayer; there is need of a work more 
thorough and more difficult than the public 
use of a devotional form. 

“ We hope we shall have 

I hope =o, too ; but will 

be a national confession of sin? If 

how cau Will 

there be a general desire to do that which 

is just and right between man and man? 

Will that be u declaration that England’s 
policy is never to trample on the weak, or 

pick a quarrel for her own aggrandizement? 

Will there be a loathing of the principle 

that British interests arc to be our guiding- 

star instead of justice and right ? Personal 
interests are no excuse for doing wrong; 

if they were <0 we should have to exoner- 

ate the worst of thieves, for they will not 

invade a house until their personalinterests 

invite them. Perhaps the midnight robber 
may yet learn to plead that he only com- 
mitted a burglary for another thief 

should take the spoil, and make worse use 

of it than he. Does the footpad stop a 
passenger on the road for any other than 

his own interests? own inter- 

ests are our policy, nobility is dead and 

But saith one, 

national prayer.’ 

there 

not, mere prayer avail? 

fear 

When our 

tru¢ honor is departed; but I fear that 
only a minority are of this mind. Will 

the nation repent of any one of its sins? 

Will it settle itself down like the people of 
Jerusalem during the great reign of Ezra’s 
time, and do that which is right in the 

sight of God? Reraember what they said 

in that day : “The people are many, and 
it 1s a time of much rain, and we are not 

able to stand without, neither is this a 

work of one day or two: for we arc many 
that have transgressed in this thing.” If 
stern reformation went with supplication, 

I am persuaded that prayer would prevail; 

but while sin is gloried in, my hopes find 
little ground to rest upon. 

But will there be general prayer? No, 

there will not. I speak sadly, but I speak 

no more than the truth. There are num- 
bers among us who say that prayer is of 

winds and the 

clouds, for certain laws covern the weather, 

and prayer eannot affect those laws. These 

men, therefore, will not pray, and there are 

multitudes of others of like spirit whose 
atheism is practical though it is unavowed. 
How, then, can prayer be general, when 
such vast numbers utterly disregard it? 

But what of those who are supposed to 

pray; are all these men of the Elias stamp, 
whose fervent prayer could open or shut 

the windows of heaven ? We dare not put 
much confidence in the prayers which will 
be offered. Will they be offered in faith 
by a tenth of those who will repeat them ? 

I wish I could hope so. By many, the 
public prayer will be regarded as absolute- 
ly ridiculous, and by many more as a mere 
matter of form, which it is proper to use, 
but in which no confidence whatever can 
be place 

What /then is to be done? This much 
is to be done. All hope for a country lies 
in the true believers who dwell therein. 
Remember Sodom, and how it would have 
been spared had there been ten righteous 
men found therein, and know that ye also 
are the salt of the earth, by whom it is to 
be conserved. Loathe the spirit of those 
who say that because we are citizens of 
heaven, we are to have nothing to do with 
the concerns of men below. A more un- 
Christian like sentiment, a more selfish sen- 
timent, never degraded spiritual minds. 
You are part and parcel of the nation, for 
you share in its protection and privileges, 
and itis yours as Christian men to feel 
that you are bound in return to do all you 
can in the midst of it to promote trath and 
righteousness. Whatthen? What course 
should we now pursue? Let us make con- 
fession of sin on behalf of the people, as 
Moses and Jeremiah ard Daniel did afore- 
time. You may not consider that to be 
sin which I judge to be so; but, my brother, 
you see sin enough all around you of one 
sort or another. Take it to yourself, and 
as the high priest went into the holy place 
to plead for the people, 80 act you as a 

no use with regard to the 

| priest before God, in your quiet - personal 
devotions, Confess the sin of this nation 
before God. If it will not repent, repent 
forit. I believe that a country can never 
have a larger blessing, a truer safeguard 
for the eri or a firmer security. for its) 
future greatness » than a band of pra 
men Kh 4 who make ned 
before the throne of - yer 
i the er 

When all the nations were in arms against 

it they could not touch its shore, for God 

was there ; and on the other hand the Lord 

has laid us low, and made us suffer, when 

we have boasted of our fleets 

Our nation has been as much 

and armies. 

under the 

peculiar and especial providence of God as | 
were the descendants of Jacob themselves, 

and therefore God deals with us as he does 

not deal with other nations. The smother- 

ing of black men with smoke in the caves 

to which they had fled, the burning down 

of human habitations, and the hunting of 

men as if they were wild beasts, is a great 

er iniquity with us than it would have been 
n savages, or even in Papists or Mahom- 
medans. Our religion is higher, nobler, 

purer than theirs; and we ought to be 
ashamed to act as they do. Bloodshed by 
some nati fis God winketh at, for 

know but little better, but a country which 

has in it the very sun of the gospel shining 
in the fulness of its strength should set to 

the world an example which it can follow, 

and, if it does not, it may expect to have 

trouble after trouble and blow after blow 

from the hand of God. 

1 

they 

Thus have I spoken what was burdening 
my heart ; make what you will of it, it is 

the warning of an honest lover of his coun- 
try, who fears the Lord and fears none 

besides. Judge me to have spoken with 
political bias or not, and censure me as you 
choose, I could say no less, or IT would 

gladly have held my peace. Before God I 
ant clear in this thing of any attempt but 

an upright one. May God grant that my 

feeble protest may touch the hearts of 

those who ought to feel its truth. I am 

not very sanguine that it will be so, for we 
have fallen upon evil-times, and the heart 
of the people has waxen gross. 

II. And now, secondly, let us view the 

text in reference to OUR PERSONAL TRIALS 
AS BELIEVERS. 

Brethren and sisters, let us now com- 

mune with one another concerning the 

ways of God with our own souls. The 

Lord will not cast off his people ; notwith- 

standing their faults they his own 
children, and they shall be his children for 
ever. But when his children sin, God is 

sure to chasten them for it. “You only 

have I known of all the people, therefore 

will I punish you for your iniquities.” 

When chastisements are of no avail, 

withdrawment follows. The Lord has 

promised that he will not forsake his peo- 
ple, nor will he utterly do so, but there 

are withdrawments which are not included 
in that promise. God may so hide himself 
from his servants that they may have no 
conscious fellowship with him, no enjoy- 
ment of his Word, no power in prayer; in 
fact, they may pray and he may shut out 
their prayer. 

are 

When these withdrawments of God are 

painfully felt, then we should be in most 
eagerly to search out the sin which has 
caused them ; for sin is at the bottom of it 

all. Hast thou restrained prayer? Con- 
fess it. Hast thou neglected the reading 
of the Word? Confess it. Hast thou 
been neglectful of thy children and thy 
family a8 to training them in the nurture 
of the Lord? Confess it. Has there been 
laxity in thy contact with the world? 
Hast thou given way to flippaney and 
levity ? Hast thou been proud? Hast 
thou been slothful? Hast thou indulged 
too much in the pleasures of the table? 
Has thy heart set itself upon thy wealth ? 
Then pring the idols out and let thy heart 
see the wounds which they have given 
thee, and what it is that thou hast doted 
on, and what these things are which have 
come in between thee and thy God. 
Surely thou wilt be ashamed of them when 
hou dost consider that their love is the 
price for which thou hast parted with thy 
Saviour’s presence. Is this a goodly price 
that thy Lord was prized at by thee? 
Judas’ pieces of silver were not more con- 
temptible than these poor paltry bribes. 
Lament the treachery of thy heart and 
hear him ask thee, “Lovest thou me?” 

nor hesitate to answer, “Lord, thou know- 
est all things, thou knowest that I love 
thee.” | 

But, beloved, when you have obtained a, 
sense of the sin or sins which separate you 
from God, and have made a full confession, |; 
then take care that you seek the Lord with | 80. 

ence, for, notwith:| 
standing all this, yoware his child still, | 
hopefulness and confid 

and must not give way 
despair. - You are 

Fa 

) Pur |. 
aud there is no divoree vid (gr om ere 1s no oroe m, £9 5 

1 the God ¢ dnt 
gt ot fo & or 

| The very face of God is Jesus Christ, 
Son of Godis he in whom we gq 
Father. Even 

countenance, 

Aas you see a man jy, 
seen in (J 

Seek you God in Christ Jesus, for the 
| godd shall come unto you. 

To be out of fellowship with God is 
the heart to be in a state Siri 

Things must be wrong wig 
when we are wrong with God. When 
do not walk in the light, as God is jy 
light, there is some evil in the eve of 
soul. Dread the evil, and cry for heal | 
To be away from God is to be in a stat 
spiritual 

himself as 

0 God is 

of 

disease. 

weakness. Samson may «| 
at other times, but he cq 

no deeds of strength when the Lor| 
departed from him. God is our strep 

plead with him and prevail, nor can 
plead with men and win them for Ch, 
Our strength bas departed, bo tows 
God and towards man, when our fellows! 
with God is suspended. 

ITI. And now my time is almost spe 
indeed I have but a few minutes" to use 
the third head, and IT would there 
speak few words, but speak them ve 
earnestly indeed. We shall now think 
THE PEBSONAL TRIALS OF THE SINNER, (] 
you that are unconverted, if God means 
save you, he will before long begin 
chastening you in body or in mind. Y 
will have trouble. You are a wander 

and God will send his black 4 
after you to fetch you to the fold. Ifo 
trouble does not do it, von will have a 
ther, and another, and another. Perhaf§ 
I speak to some who, as the result 
providential chastenings, and the work 
conscience on their spirit have alrea 
been aroused ; let them take heed of trifli 
with their awakenings. After that earne 
sermon, or after reading that stirring boo 
you did begin to pray, but your desir 
and feelings have now subsided. I woul 
have you greatly grieve over this. Let 
warn you that God may withdraw Limse 
from you altogether. Some have be 
sitting in this Tabernacle now for yeas 
from whom I fear God has withdraw 
himself; for you ‘used to feel much move 
by the gospel, but it is not so now. Yo 
would not come when vou were called ang 
admonished, 

shee), 

but you revolted more an 
more, and now mercy is growing weary 
you. You were smitten again and agai 
but you still rebelled, and now God say: 
“ Let him alone.” This is a more terribl 
calamity than you suspect; unless it 
averted it will be your ruin. 

God himself must heal you, or you wi 
never be healed. He who has broken you 

heart must give you comfort or you wil 
never have any. Hasten to your chambe 
at once, and then upon your knees cry ou 
unto God with the prayer of faith. Beno 
content with your own sense of sin. Do 
not say, “I am getting on, for I have fel 
my guilt.” No, your sense of sin may be 
but the first drop of a shower of eternal 
morse. Get away to God in Christ, and 
rest not till you are there. Oh, if I had 
the power. to put this into fitting and for 
cible words, I would implore every man 
and woman that I look upon not to live 
without God. He made you, and you can- 
not be happy without him. While he is 
angry with you, you cannot‘be at peace. 
‘He bids you come to him. The smitings 
of his providence are meant to separate 
you from the love of sin, and drive you to 

Father stretches out his arms t6 you and 
says, “Come now, and let us reason to 
gether: though yoursins be as scatlet, they 
shall be as white as snow ; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
Believe in Jesus and live. “ Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call ye upon 
him while he is near ; let the wicked for 
sake his way, and the unri ‘man his 
thoughts, and let him return unto the 
Lord, and ‘he will have mercy apon him; 
and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.” God“ bless you, my beloved 
friepds, for his name’s sake, Amen.” AS 

wtih lee 

your God. In Jesus Christ the great 

ani 
ending 

which 

The 

three 

D. 03 

and God's hiding makes us weak as wa gill: per 
If the Lord should leave us we copilot] 

some 

would 

tion, 

patm 

umf 

Ch 

phi 

har 


