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r annum in advance, or 30 cts, 

opposite to it Fort Constantine, and between 
them Coblenz. Seldom 
surveyed a more charming scene. Searcely 

a single object necessary to the perfect land. 
scape was wanting. And to crown the 

whole, jutting headland and river, convent 

and castle, city and fortress were suffused 

and transfigured in the mellow splendor of 

the setting sun. 
About seven in the evening we arrived at 

BINGEN. 
The beautiful poem of Caroline Norton, call- 
ed “Bingen on the Rhine,” in which she 
gives touching expression to the thoughts of 

the German soldier dying far from friends 
and home, had made me interested before- 

hand in this place. Our stay here, however, 
was very shorts After a hasty inspection of 
the chapel of St. Roch, whose August festiv- 
al is so charmingly described by Goethe, we 
got on board the cars B 

FRANKFORT ON THE MAIN, 
twenty miles further on; or, as might be 

said, Frankfort on the Rhine, for it is 

situated at the confluence of these two rivers. 
Frankfort dates from the time of Charle- 
magne. In 794 that emperor held a convoca- 
tion of bishops and dignitaries of the empire 
in the royal resiflence from which the city 
takes its name (* Francongfort’—ford of 
the Franks). Louis the Pious granted the 
town certain privileges in 822, and from the 
time of Louis the German, who frequently 

From the Athenaeum. 

Reminiscences of European Study and 
Travel.—No. 11. 

BY PROF. D. M. WELTON. 
—_— 

About half way from Cologne to Bingen 
situated 

town on the Rhine, standing at the con- 

fluence of the Moselle and the Rhine, and 

being the focus of the commerce of ‘the 

is Coblenz, the most beautifully 

Moselle, the Rhine, and the Lahn. 

Just opposite to the influx of the Moselle 
rises the majestic fortress of 

EHRENBREITSTEIN, 

justly termed the Gibraltar of the Rhine. 

the Rhine, and never succumbed but twice 

to an enemy, once when taken by stratagem, 

and once when reduced by famine. On 

It 

is situated on a precipitous rock 387 ft. above 

resided@®ere, it gradually rose to importance. 
At the present time it is a city of great 
wealth and of extensive commercial relations, 

the head House of the Rothschilds being 
here. 
The principal attractions of the city to 

the tourist are the monuments of Gutenberg, 
Goethe, and Schiller, the Kaisersaal, Dan- 

necker’s Ariadne, and the Palm Garden. 

Our comparatively short stay in the city— 
for we were hurrying onward to Leipzig,— 
forbade us giving as much attention to these 
several objects as we wished to give them, 
but my own desires in this respect were 
gratified on two subsequent occasions, when 
I passed through the eity to and from Paris. 

THE MONUMENT OF GUTENBERG, 
almost the first object which arrests the eye on 
entering the town from the Railway station, 

fine. It was erected in 1858, and 

have human eyes 

Continuous Sin — Permanent Conse- 
quemnces. 

ne 
Under irreversible natural law there 

may be in the soul a permanent failure to 

attuin a predominant and enduring desire 

to be holy. Go to India, open the Bhagvat 

Gheta, a Hindoo book which Emerson 

greatly lock into the subtlest 

thought of the Hindoo philosophy, and you 

will find these two searching sentewees, 

which are all I need iu reply to any critic- 

isms I have heard: 
1. « Repeated sin impairs the judgment.” 
2. «He whose judgment is impaired sins 

repeatedly.” 
By irreversible natural law all character 

tends to find permanence, good or bad. In 
the nature of things a final permanence 
can come but once. The inveteracy of 

sin! Have you ever heard of that? ‘Out 
of its acknowledged inveteracy will not 
easily arise its evanescence. Out of its 

reveres 

only 

conscience pronounces wrong as we 

grante ad. 

prolongation comes its inveteracy, and out 

The selt-propagating power of habit, acting 
in the sphere of the holy 

eousness. 
“ Kvery man,” says the Spanish proverb, 

“is the son of his own deeds.” «Every 
action,” says Richter, * becomes more cer- 
tainly an eternal mother than it is an eter- 
nal daughter.” These are the irreversible 
laws according to which all character tends 
to final permanence, good or bad. 
Under irreversible natural law there may 

exist in the universe eternal sin. It is not 
| the best way in which to teach the truth 
of future punishment to say that a man is 
punished forever amd forever for the sins 
of that hand’s-breadth of duration we call 
time. If the soul does not repent of these 
with contrition, and not merely with attri- 

tivn, the nature of things forbids its peace, 
But the Biblical ani ¢ matural truth is, 

that prolonged dissighils ity of feeling with 
God may end in al sin. If there is 
eternal sin, there will be eternal punish- 
ment. Final permanence of character, 
under the laws of judicial blindness and 
the self-propagating power of sin, is the 
truth emphasized by both God’s word and 

his works. 

affections, places 
the nature of things on the side of right-| 

fact that we and 

when we do what 

ate just as sure of the 

we are to blame 

are of 

our own existence. Our demerit 1s a self- 

evident fact. All men take such guilt for 

We know that we are responsi- | 

ble as surely as we know that we have the | | the presence of the Lord. 

power of choice. 

from intuition. Our existence we know 

only by intuition, and by that same axio- 

matic evidence we know our freedom. 

How does sin originate in us? By a bad 

free choice. Just so it originated in the 

universe. But God brought us into exist- 

ence. Yes and he maintains us in exis- 

but the axioms of self- 

that he has given to 

us free will. The ocean floats the piratical 

vessels ; the sea breeze fills the sails of the 

pirate ; but neither the ocean nor the sea 
breeze is to blame for piracies.—/Joseph 
Cook. 

tence. Very well; 
evident truth prove 

of its inveteracy may come 1ts permanence, | For the Visitor 
"His Appearing and His Kingdom." 

No. 10. 

Many persons have been brought up in 
the belief that the promise “the earth 

shall be filled with the knowledge of the 

Lord,” (Hab. ii. 14; Isaiah xi. 9), means 

that all nations and tribes will hear and be- 

lieve the gospel : that such 

Ezek. xxxvi. 8-38, taken 

with Rom.xi. 25, 

the conversion of the Jews, after the gene- 
ral evangelization of the Gentiles; and 
that all this is to take place before the sec- 
ond coming of Christ. They suppose the 

passages as 

In connection 

Bible teaches this, but that this is ¢“ mere | 

may be proved both negatively theory.” 

and positively. The first two propositions 
are only examples of the symbolical meth- 

od of interpretation,—or at least this may 

be saidlof the second. A plain prediction 
of the Yéstoration uf the Israelites to their 

own land is understood as fortelling in 
“figurative language,” their conversion to 
Ch ‘istianity. It is a wonder that in this, 
as in many other passages, “Israel” is not 
taker to signify the Church, and the land 
of Canaan to be only a symbol for heaven. 
The negative proof of the incorrectness 

We know both facts | commonly called the Millennium, 

etc., are prophetical of | 

believing countrymen to repent and turn so 

that the Lord might send forth Jesus Christ 

(the second time), who was before appoint- 

ed for them, but who must remain in hea- 

ven until the set time for the restoration 

of all things,—the times of refreshing from 

That period is 

(see Isa. 

Ixv. 17-25.) Now hew can we 

that the second advent of Christ will be 

deferred till after the Millenium, while it 

is said that he is to be in in Heaven until 

that time ? 
Again, the belief in the Millennium— 

“the thousand years of peace”—is largely 

based upon Rev. xx. 4-7, where we are told 

that certain will live and reign with Christ 

a thousand years; and we learn from Rev. 

v. 10; Is. xxiv. 23; Mic. iv. 7; Rev. ii. 26- 

1 Cor. vi. 2; Ps. ii. 8, 9; Dan. vii 

18, 22-27, and other passages, that Christ 
and the redecmed will reign on the earth. 

Surely then they will come down to the 

earth before they can reign on the earth, 

(Zech xiv. 5; 1 Thess. iii. 13; Jude 14.) 

“Blessed are the meek,” we are told, * for 

they shall inherit the earth.” (Mat. 

Ps. xxxvii. 9, 11, 22, 29, 34.) 

of the number. 

suppose 

27; 

Vv, D; 

May we be 

Lukk. 

Dee. 3, 1879. 

Items of Interest. 

A Philadelphian has offered to give $50,- 
000 towards paying off the indebtedness of 
the various Baptist churches in that city 
provided the $200,000 which they owe in 
the aggregate shall be provided for. 

Mr. L.. G. Heilmer, a convert from Cath- 

olicism, has been ordained to the pastor- 

ate of the First German Baptist Church of 
Pittsburg. 

In all, forty-nine Afghans have been 
hanged for complicity In the muassacie of 
the English Embassy. 

In Rockford, Ill, all blinds and screens 

bave been removed, by order of the author- 
itics, from drinking saloons, so that the 

public can see what is going on within. 

each of these occasions it fell into the hands 

of the Freneh, first in 1631 and second, after 

being four times besieged, in 1799. On get- 

ting possession of it at the last of these dates, 

The Missionary Herald counts up over 

$3,000,000 given to the missionary enter- 

prises of the Presbyterians, Episcopal, Bap- 

is ver 
oni of a galvano-plastic group on a 
sandstone pedestal. The central figure with 
the types in the left hand is Gutenberg, on 

of the theory is that the Scriptures nowhere 

indicate such a sequence of event... Is the 
doctrine to be found in the 11th chapter 

While sin coutinges, God cannot forgive 
it without making; the sinner worse. In 
this city, six thousand people Were told the 

the French increased its impregnability by 

additional intrenchmentg, but in consequence 

of the Peace of Luneville they blew it up 
This method of 

quitting the place proved, however, rather 

costly to themselves. By the terms of the 

and evacuated it in 1801. 

treaty subsequently made at the Second 

Peace of Paris they came under obligation 

to pay 15 million francs to the Prussian 

Government for the restoration of the forti- 
fications. During the ten years beginning 

with 1816 the Prussians spent 8 million dol- 

lars on this great stronghold, and it is ex- 

roma doubtful if the French ever succeed 
in taking it again. 

A little above Coblenz on Sika opposite side 

of the river is the town of Oberlahnstein, 

overlooked by the picturesque 

CASTLE OF LAHNEGK. 

This ‘castle his beén recently” Yestored ; 
and though not the most interesting of these 

old structures, it yet calls up some of the 

his right Fust, on his left Schoffer. On the 
frieze are portrait-heads of thirteen celebrat- 
ed printers, with Caxton the Englishman 
among them. In the four niches beneath 
are the arms of the four towns where print- 
ing was first practiced, namely, Mainz, 
Frankfort, Venice, and Strassburg. On four 

separate pedestals are Theology, Poetry¢ 
Natural Science, and Industry. The heads 
of four animals, which serve as water-spouts, 

indicate the four quarters of the globe and 
the universal diffusion of the invention. How 
great. the indebtedness of the world to the 
art of printing, and what astonishing im- 
provemept has been made in it since Guten- 
|berg’s day! He used noné but wooden or 
cut metal types, and the earliest printed 
edition of the Bible which appea ed in 1450 
took seven or eight years for its completion. 
‘Now the London 7Z%mes is so rapidly set up 

’l'and issued that speeches delivered on the 
evening of one day in the House of Commons 

an the mowing of the next day. pleasantest of my Rhine memories. On ie pi read at. the breakfast tables of the 

present occasion I contented myself wi 

simply looking at it from the deck of the 
steamer. 

Bat nearly two years after I left the 

steamer at this point for the purpose of going 

through and around it. The path leading to 

it winds in a zigzag direction by ‘successive 

flights of steps cut in the solid Fook. and is 

somewhat difficult of ascent ; but the summit b 

once gained comands un view a thousand 

to repaying the tollaoine’ climbing. 
on the edge of the high elevation RE 

on which the castle is built, I could Jom: | im- 

ere is reason, however, to suspect that 
the multiplication of books becomes a means 
of tempting not a few persons to read too 
much and consequently, to think too little. 
If fewer books were read, and of those read, 
if more were ly digested, there 
would donbtless be less of intellectual dys- 

Ls THE MONUMENT OF GOETHE, 
erected in 1844, constitutes the chief embel- 
lishment of the Goethe-Platz. The poet 

lds a wreath of laurel in his left hand, and |s 
“on the podend) are illustrative of 

. It bears an insc 
thon August 28th, 15 rm The 
doo fie lyres 

fe | 

other evening, with great depth of thought, 

that if a child deliberately lies, and you 
forgive the child beforc he has exhibited 
any sarrow for the-aet, you make the child 

worse. That is, indeed, a very simple in- 
stance of the moral law, but in scientific 

minds there is na doubt that the moral 

law is equally universal with the physical. 
If you will measure a little arc of the phy- 
sical law, you can measure the whole circle. 

If I were to take a flight into space, I 
should not run beyond the knowledge that 
I have acquired here of the law offgravita. 
tion. That law is one in all worlds, so far 

as science knows. So, too, if I understand 
the properties of light here, I understand 
them in Orion and the Pleiades. A good 
terrestrial text-book on light or gravitation 
would be of service in the North Star. 
The universality af 1 the unity of law make 
our earth, altho an atom, immensity 
itself in its revela ons of truth. Now, if I 
know that a man has deliberately lied to 
me, I cannot here under the moral law, 
forgive him i: he repents without 
making him wo If I know that, then 
there is reasou to believe that God cannot, 
in the nature of th forgive a free agent 
that has incurred personal demerit by the 
choice of wrong motives, till he has repent 
ed, without maki that agent worse. The 
nature of things, ° men, it is the same 
yesterday, to-day; and forever. God ean- 
not give the Spode two chances without 
subjecting the gt » two risks. Self- 
evident truth ows nan is free. Self- 
evident truth Pp! ives that man may attain 
a final permanen e of | ¢ er, good or 
bad, and in that state not loke freedom of 
will. This may poe in the best possible 
universe, in w 5 will of course 

toget o the good, and 

Mg un- 

0 do. “We 

of Isaiah, or the 385th, or the 40th. or the 

72nd Psalm, or the 4th of Micah, rin any 

of the passages commonly deenied most 

appropriate to be read at missionary meet- 

ings? Not one of them says anything of 
of the kind. Who will bring forward 
proof to the contrary? It cannot be done. 
That the Lord Jesus Christ will be king 
over all the earth,—that all nations will 

serve him and call him blessed,—that there 

will be joy and gladness, ind peace and good. 
will among men,—that the earth will be 
filled with the glory of God,—all this and 
much more that is well fitted to make the 
Christian rejoice in hope, is clearly foretold. 
But®that our Lord will come again to the 
earth and set up his kingdom before all 
these things are fulfilled, is just as plainly 
to be learned from the prophetic word,(*“to 
which ye do well that ye take lieed.” Read 
carefully 2. Peter i, 16-21.) 

“ When the Son of Man comes will he, 
find the faith on the earth ?’ Luke xviii. 8.) 
No, not on the part of mankind in general 
for “as they were in the days before the 
flood, eating and drinking marrying and 
giving in marriage, and knew not until the 
flood came, so shall be also the coming of 
the Son of Man.” Some of those then liv- 
ing will be “taken” up out of the world, to 
be at rest with all the saved ; while others 

will be left in the world to have their por- 
tion with the unbelievers,(Matt. xxiv. 37-42 

2 Thess. i. 7-10). Instead of a rapid growth 
of true religion in the world until all shall 
know the Lotd, we are led to expeet in the 
latter days, an usiprstied ented development 
of iniguity. (See 2 Tim. iii. 13; 2 Thess. 

ii. 8-12; Rev. xiii. 4-14, etc.) “When they 

shall see the Son of Man coming in the 

clouds of heaven, with power and great 

glory,” all the tribes of the earth, far from 

| being ready to welcome him as their long 

“expected - king, will mourn and wail be- 

cause of him in despairing terror. 
xxiv. 80; Rév.i.'7) 

Let those who desire further proof read 

(Mabe: 

Acts iii. 17-21. Peter called upon his un- 

tist, Wesleyan and Congregational churehes 
by only a dozen givers within the 
year. 

past 

Mr. Spurgeon’s health is far from good. 
On a recent Sunday he showed a lameness 

in walking and during a part of the ser- 

vices rested one knee upon a chair. He 

will probably go to Mentone again thid 

season. but he has decided to remain a 

month longer at his post in London before 
doing so. 

President Robinson, of Brown Univer- 

sity, recently said at the Sabbath Conven- 
tion : “The pulpit sustains a relation to 
the national life here in America such as 
is shown in no other nation. It must be 
relieved of some of its work. It is idle to 

expect two sermons. Few men can preach 

two sermons a Sunday worth listening to.” 

The Mennonites, as is wel! known, hold 

to close communion. Their reasons for so 
doing are given in their organ, the Herald 
of Truth. They believe that those who 
commune together should be of one mind 
and one faith. Their objections in com- 
muning with members of other denomina- 
tions are: 1st. They uphold war. 2d. 
They indulge in the pride and fashion of 
of the world. 3d. They swear oaths. 4th. 

They belong to secret socities. 5th. They 
defend infant baptism. 

The Romanists are sending missionaries 

promptly into Afghanistan, three having 
left the Roman Catholic college near Lon- 
don, for this “arduous and untried field of 

apostolic labor.” 

The Scriptures have already been tr.ns- 

lated into no less than two hundred and 

fifty tongues. One of the latest has been 

made by the Rev. John Ross into the lang- 
uage of the Corea, a country to which the 
new native church at Japan has resolved to 
send a missionary. 

The trivial round, the common task— 

i Will give us all we ought to ask— 
Room to deny ourselves ;a road 
To bringus.da ly nearer to God.


