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Times (f Depression. Seasons of Joy. 

"WY BY REV. J. E. CRACKNE!I A SERN 

“Although the tig-tree shall not blossom, 

cither <hall fruit be in the vines, the labor of 

the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 

meat: the fiock shall be cut off from the fold, 

aud there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet 1 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
mv salvation.” —Habakkuk iii. 17-18. 

This 1s of the 

that even the page of inspiration supplies. 

The prophet surveyed the Divine pertec- 

sublimest one passages 

tions and majesty of God— 

and thourht of the denunciations of Divine 

—the power 

judgment which the sins of the people had 

called forth. He filled 

with consternation, for a moment the mind 

of the man of God 

Hi~ heart trembles, his lips quiver, 

taken 

overwhelmed, [RN 

scems to be overbal- 

anced. 

his very breath seems to be 

He thought 

threatened invasion of the Chaldean 

AWAY. 

of the 

army. 

of famine and of war, 

The seeret voice he heard at first filled him 

with dismav. which seemed to border on 

but after 

allayved, 

a little time the mental 

areat 

enters the tems- 

despair; 

storm Is and there isa 

calm 7 serene tranquility 

pest-tossed soul, which becomes filled with 

a sense of the most exalted joy, finding ex- 

pression in the sublime words af our text: 

“ Althowgh the fie tree shall not 

neither shall fruit be in the vines, the labor 

blossom, 

fail, and tne fields shall 

vield no the flock shall be cut off 

from the told, there shall be no herd 

in the stalls: vet IT will rejoice in the Lord, 

I will joy in the God 

May the Lord help us to find in these 

words instruction and comfort, and, it may 

of the olive shall 

meat | 

and 

of my salvation.” 

be. a peculiar adaptation to the circum- 

at the present time of 

and if helped to the 

stances of many 

ceneral depression 

prophet’s view of things, times of depress- 
fon will speedily become seasons of joy. 

"There 

First. 

Secondly. The confidence expressed. 

{\— The calamities described. 

are two things to consider. 

The calianities described. 

The prophet portrays a time when many 

of the comforts of life shall be cut off. 

The land of Canaan was an exceeding 

fruitful land : there were figs and grapes 
We read of Abigail 

making a present of a hundred clusters of 

raisins, and two hundred eakos of figs. Iu 

the tribe of Judah where Habakkuk lived, 

men might find grapes in the highway, and 

in oreat abundance. 

bind their beast of burden to the vine. 

God can turn ** a fruitful land into barren- 

ness, for the iniquity of them that dwell 

therein,” the 

fruit to fail and the fig-tree to give no in- 

dications of fruit, the vine shooting out its 

harren branches, and the labor of the olive, 

and the prophet supj YOSeN 

that is, the pressing the olive and straining 

the oil, to prove labor in vain, to lie—as in 

the margin, or deceive so that when pressed 

Not 

only the comforts, but even the necessaries 

of life are described as failing. Tt is 

kinds of fruit formed an 

Hnportant part of the food of the people; 

the “the labor of the 

olive shall tail” has a far deeper meaning 

than at first sight appears. Think of the 

various uses to which the fruit of this tree 

was applied. The berry preserved formed 

a relish to the farmer’s bread, which fre- 

quen-ly constituted his only meal. Food 
was cooked in oil—this, therefore, was in- 

dispensible 5 and not for cooking only, the 

[amps in the dwellings were fed by this, 
while the soap for cleansing was also 
from the produce of the olive. Then, be- 
side all this, the prophet pictures the fields 
y'elding no meat, neither grass for cattle, 

nor “corn for the service of man;’ and 

when it is added the flock shall be cut off 

from the fold and there shall be no herd in 

the stall,” it presents a sad and distressing 
case, fruit, corn and flesh, all failing. 

He further represents the future us 

dark as the present. “The fig tree shall 
wot blossom” —no fruit, no indications or 

promise of fruit. The whole stock of cattle 

destroyed—the flock and the herd, the 

voung and the old of botk. The prophet 
seems to represent two of the most dread- 
ful calamities—famine and war—as uniting 

their forces. The invasion of the troops 
doubtless refers to the Chaldean army, and 

the desolations described in some measure 
occasioned by the Chaldeans ravaging their 
fields and vineyards, and destroying the 
fruits of the earth; and if death be com- 

bined with war, as the language indicates, 
then it sets forth a concurrence of calami- 
ties, making the picture dark indeed. 
We have heard much of late of depress- 

ion arising from calamity and loss. There 
are numerous instances on every hand 
where the comforts of life- have been cur- 

there should be no flowing fatness. 

evi- 

dent the several 

and expression : 

aniled : luxuries enjoyed at one time can be 
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and so wise 

no longer thought of; and not luxuries 
only, alas! In how many cases that never 

come fo the light is there suffering, severe 
suffering, by reason of the absence of the 
necessaries of life. If the present be dark, 

how dark is the futare to many who can- 
not see the “bow in the clouds ”—who 

think only of things becoming worse and 

worse! When the prospect is good, pres- 

ent suffering may be patiently borne; but 

when a dark cloud seems to hang over the 

horizon, when no silver lining is perceived, 

and no bright light from behind seen fring- 

the edge of the clovd; no wonder if 

with such calamities the spirit is overwhelm 

ed. Let us now turn to look in the second 

place at 

— The Confidence here expressed. 

“Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 

the God of He 

realized that when all things shouid become 

changed, ¢ the Lord changethnot.” When 

creature streams were cut off the fountain 

would still low. How sublime is the con- 

fidence here so resolutely expressed!” Who 

covet illustrious faith? 

adversity and trial proves 

is placed. It has 

heen said, in the summer, when the leaves 

ing 

joy in my salvation.” 

would not such 

The time 

where the confidence 

of 

are on the branches, we cannot see the 

birds’ but winter the 

branches are bare they are easily perceiv- 

ed. 

aid the time of plenty 

the 

really rests, hut in the winter of adversity, 

seen that the 

nests, when in the 

And so in the summer of prosperity 

it is difficult to dis- 

cover where confidence of the soul 

and in the trial, 

man of God has a secret spring of consola- 

tion and source of comfort that lows when 

fails. When wealth and friends 

are about us it 1s hard to know whether 

they are the props on which dependence i& 

placed, but when they are taken away it is 
seen if the weight rested on these, or if the 

confidence 

«7 will joy in the God of my salvation.” 
Cadlaimities are sometimes the result of 

faviman folly, the fruit of our doiugs. The 

God of salvation is the “only wise God,” 

It 1s clearly 

all else 

was in (od. 

and wonderful are His ways 
that He works salvation for His people, 

and results of their 

own follies and the mistakes of others. 

saves them from the 

Calamities are sometimes the result of 

Crimes. . 

1s the “God of all 

grace,” who pardons the sins of His people 

The God of salvation 

and saves (hem from the evil consequences 

He listens to the 

cry of the penitent, and ere they call He 
Let not the thought, then, that 

times of depression are the result of human 

folly or sin lead to despair; the God of 

salvation presents in His own gracious 

character the of confidence, of 

hope, and of joy. However unfavourable 
things may appear, and however much you 

may loge, you have ‘more that you cannot 

lose. Plenty may give place to poverty, 

but the Divine fulness 1s our fortune. 
Health may give place to sickness, but the 

Divine promises shall be our comfort. The 

society of loved ones may give place to 

loneliness, but the Divine presence shall be 
our solace. 

of their transgressions. 

answers, 

ground 

Do we rejoice in the Lord 2—In order 

to do so we must know ourselves as sin- 

ners, and have clear views of the plan of 

salvation by the grace of God, through the 
infinite merit of Jesus. Let us make sure 

of an interest in the Lord and His love; 

let us seek simple faith in His Son, then 

“believing we shall a with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” 
Are there any with whom joy is a thing 

of the past ?—Then surely it was not in 
the Lord, but in circumstances you rejoic- 
ed ; true they have changed, but there is no 
failure in Him. “He is evermore the 
same.” And if He be the “spring of all 
our joys, the life of our delights,” then 

come now and receive from His fulness 
and realize that “the joy of the Lord is 
our strength.” 

Do some say, “1 should like to have 

the prophet’'s confidence, but I do not want 
the calamities”? Remember there may 

be a connection between these you have 
not thought of. You pray for grace and 
faith, you ask for confidence; it may be 
the calamities have something to do with 
the answer, if, indeed, they are not a part 

of it. 
I asked the Lord that I might grow 
In faith and love and every grace; 
Might more of His salvation know 
And seek more earnestly His face. 

I hoped that in some favoured hour, 
At once He'd answer my request; 
And by His love's constraining power 
Subdue my sins, and give me rest. 

Instead of this He made me feel 
The hidden evils of my heart; 
And let the angry powers of hell 
Asanit my onlin supp pact: ve 

a ne twembling oried, 

"Tis in this way, the Lord replied, 
I answer prayer for grace and faith. 

Let the ealamities of life lead us to exer 
cise more implicit confidence in God ; then 
times of depression shall become seasons 

of joy, and many be found saying, 

“ Although banks may break, and crops 

may fail, and trade may flag, yet will I re- 

joice in the Lord and joy in the God of my 
salvation.” 

GEORGE MULLER ON BAPTISM. 

HOW HIS VIEWS BECAME (HANGED — BE- 

LIEVERS THE ONLY SUBJECTS AND IM- 

MERSION THE ONLY SCRIPTURAL MODE. 

About thé beginning of April, 1830, 

(when twenty-five years old), T went to 

preach at Sidmouth. While I was staying 
there, three sisters in the Lord had, in my 

presence, a conversation about baptism, 

one of whom had been baptized after she 

had believed. When they had conversed 

a little on the subject, I was asked to give 
my opinion concerning it. 
My reply was, *I do not think that I 

need to be baptized again.” 
I was then asked by the sister who had 

been baptized, « But Zave you been bap- 
tized ? 7 

I answered, *“ Yes; when I was a child.” 

She then replied, “ Have you ever read 
the Scriptures, and prayed with reference 

to this subject?” 

I answered, “ No.” 

“Then,” she said, * I entreat you never 

to speak any more about it till you have 

done x0.” 

It pleased the Lord to show me the im- 

portance of this remark; for whilst at that 
very time I was exhorting every one to re- 
ceive nothing which could not be proved 
by the word of God, I had repeatedly 
spoken against believers’ baptisin, without 
having ever earnestly examined the Scrip- 

tures, or prayed concerning it; and now I 
determined, if God would help me, to ex- 
amine that subject also, and if infant bap- 
tism were found to be scriptural, I would 

earnestly defend it; and if believers’ bap- 
tism were right, I would as strenuously de- 

fend that, and be baptized. 

As soon as I had time, I set-about exam- 

ing the subject. The mode I adopted was 

Repeatedly I asked God to 
teach me concerning it, and I read the New 
Testament from the beginning, with a 
particular reference to this point. But 
now, when I earnestly set-about the mat- 

ter, a number of objections nresented them- 

selves to my mind. 

Flirst. “Since many holy and enlight- 

ened men have been divided in opinion 
concerning this point, does this not prove 
that it is not to be expected we should 
come to a satisfactory conclusion about 
this question in the present imperfect state 
of the church?” This objection was thus 
removed : “If this ordinance is revealed 
in the Bible, why may I not know it, as 
the Holy Spirit is the teacher in the church 
of Christ now as well as formerly.” 

Necond. “There have been but few of 
my friends baptized, and the greater part 

as follows: 

| of them are opposed to believers’ baptism, 
and they will turn their backs on me.” 
Answer: “Though all men should for- 
sake me, if the Lord Jesus take me up I 
shall be happy.” 

Third. “You will be sure to lose one 
half of your income if you are baptized.” 
Answer: “As long as I desire to be 
faithful to the Lord, he will not suffer me 
to want.” 

Fourth. “People will call you a Bap- 
tist, and you will be reckoned among that 
body, and you cannot approve of all that 
is going on among them. Answer: It 
does not follow that I must in all points go 
along with all those who hold believers’] 
baptism, although I should be baptized.” 

Fifth. “You have been préaching for 
some years, and you will have thus public- 
ly to confess that you have been in an er- 
ror, should you be led to see that believers’ 
baptism is right.” Answer: “It is much 
better to confess that I have been in error 
concerning that point than to continue in 
it. 

Sixth. “Even if believers’ baptism 
should be right, yet it is now too late to 
attend to it, as you ought to have been 
baptized i imme iately on believing.” An- 
swer: «It is better to fulfil a command- 
ment of the Lord Jesus ever so late than 
to continue living in the neglect of it.” * * * 

{As soon as I was brought into this state 
of heart, I saw from the Scriptures that be- 
lievers oNLY are the proper subjects for 

have I for one single moment regretted it. 

Before I leave this point, I would just 
say a few words concerning the result of | 

this matter, so far as it regards some of 
the objections which ogeurred to my mind 
when I was about to examine the Serip- 
tures concerning baptism. 

First. Concerning the first objection, 
my conviction now 13, that of all revealed 

truths, not one is more clearly revealed in 

the Scriptures, not even the doctrine of 
Justification by faith, and that the subject 
has only become obscured by men not hav- 
ing been willing to take the Scriptures 

alone to decide the point. 
Second. Not one of my true friends in 

the Lord has turned his back on me, as I 

supposed, almost all of them have 

been themselves baptized since. 

Third. 
in consequence of being baptized, yet the 

Lord did not suffer me to be really a loser, 

even as it regards temporal things; for he 
made up the loss most bountifully. In 
conclusion, my example has been the means 

of leading many to examine the question 
of baptism, and to submit, from conviction, 

to this ordinance; and seeing this truth, I 
have been led to speak on it as well as on 
other truths; and during the twenty-three 
years that I have now resided in Bristol, 
more than a thousand believers have been 

baptized among us. 

and 

Greater Reverence for Christ. 

Too frequently we speak of our Redeem- 

er siinply as “Jesus,” but is not thet treat- 
ing the name of the Messiah with’ undue 

familiarity 7 Have we any authority for 

so doing? Peter, when he was sinking 
called him “Lord,” and at the Last Supper 
his disciples, even the beloved one, all 
called him Lord. Did not Christ himself 

teach us how he was to be addressed when 
he said, “Go and say the Master saith?” 

Is it not equally impropdo address the 
man Christ Jesus as “Infant Redeemer,” 
or “Holy child,” (as in Bickersteth’s last 
edition,) or by such pet names as “ Sweet 
Saviour,” “Gentle Jesus,” and does not this 

tend to Mariolatry, teaching the children 
at least to look upon our Lord as still a 
child obedient to his mother, instead of 

looking at Emmanuel as God over all bless- 

ed forever. 

In Faber’s hymn, “O! come and mourn 

with me awhile,” the last line of each verse 

was Jesus, our Lord is Crucified.” In 

Bickersteth’s latest edition * Lord,” is al- 

tered to “Love” —“Jesus our Love is Cruci- 
fied.” Is this an improvement? 
We love the queen, but would the mo t 

loyal of her subjects presume to apply even 
to her such terms as Sweet Victoria, Gentle 

Victoria, Victoria my Love, and shall we 
dare to use greater freedom with him who 
said, * One is your Master, even Christ ?” 

The Martyr Stephen saw the heavens 
opened and the Son of man standing at 
the right hand of God, and his dying words 
were, “ Lord”—*“ Lord Jesus.” The name 

once, the title twice. ) 
Our Lord had attained the ripe age of 

thirty three years before he died, and had 
ceased to be a child. The expression used 
by the apostle. “Thy holy child Jesus” 
(Acts iv. 17), is not a correct translation, 
and Dean Alford renders it, “Thy holy 
servant, Jesus. He was Jehovah’s serv- 

ant. 
There are several instances where the 

the titles given to our Lord in the Siniatic 
and other oldest versions gre ommitted in 
our authorized version of the New Testa. 
ment. 

It isno wonder that the Bishop of Man- 
chester lately condemned the sensational 
and sentimental hymns now so papular.— 
Evangelical nen TRL 
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Denominational Books 
Baptist Church Directory 
Hiscox Star Book for Ministers, 
Baptism of the Ages, 
Lectures on hi st Histor y, (William's) 
Infant Daiptienn , (Dr, Chase), 
The Baptists, (Dr. Jones), 
Horace Wilde, 
Our Gold Mine, 
Guide to Baptism. (Pengilly), 
SPR 8 Sermons, 1 
Sp eon’s Lectures, 

raves Ditzler Debate, 
Howell on Communion, 
Baptist Martyrs, 
The Act of Baptism (Burrage, 
William Carey's Biography . 
Wiberg on Baptism, 
Manua (Bailey , of Ba 

Mrs. Comstoc . Biography , 
The Baptists in Sweden, 
The Sap pper Institution, 
Baptist Year Book, 1879, 
Baptism and Baptisteries, 
Baptist History, (Dr. Cramp), 
Carson on Papdem, 
Clark’ 8 Notes on Matthew, 
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¢“ Harmony of the Gospels, 
Christ our Life, 
Crowell Church Members Manual, 
Ministry of the Word, (Dr. Taylor), 
Boston ‘Monday Lectures. 
Christian Doctrines, (Pendleton). 
Howell on Deaconship, 
The Foreign Missionary, (Knowlton), 
Normal Class Manual, 
Broadman's Creative Week, 
The Holy Land, (Phelps), 
Memoir of Norman Mc Leod, 
Select Notes International Lessons, 
Augus Bible Hand Book 
Christian Doctrine of the Soul, (Estes), 
Morning by ir (Spurgeon), 
Evening by Evening, 
Es 4 es and blems. “4 

culties of Belief, (Shore), 
Notes on John, (Comper Gray, 
Lectures on Reading, (Simpson), 
Barnes’ Notes 
Madison Avefiue Lectures, 
History of Free Thought, (F arrar), 
Saintly Worker 

Visitor Book Store. 

BOOTS AND SHOES. 

Just Received :— 

| Psa KID BUTTON BOOTS, Box Toe; 

LADIES’ KID SIDE LACE BOOTS, Box Toe; 
LADIES’ KID BUTTON SHOES; 
LADIES’ KID NEWPORT TIES: 
LADIES’ GOAT NEWPORT TIES; 

LADIES’ ENAMELLED NEWPORT TIES * 
LADIES’ KID SLIPPERS; 

LADIES’ HOUSE SLIPPERS ; 
MEN'S STRONG WORKING SHOES, $1 a pair: 
MEN'S STRONG BROGANS, $1 a pair 

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN, 
Boet and Shoe "Manufacturers, 

COMMERCIAL jBLOCK, -28 KING3STREET 
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W. H. Paterson, 
WATCHMAKER. 

MPORTER AND DEALER IN 

CLOCKS, WATCHES AND JEWEF'” 
Ne. 96 KING sTREAY. 

SAINT JOHN, N. 
Sepp—— 

Watches, Jewelry, and Mantiosh truments 
lery adjust usted. me sept. 

B.R. Somerville M.D, 
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