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From the darkness of the night 
Grant us, Lord, a heavenly light; 
For its chilling dews—distil 
Thy sweet grace from Zion’s hill. 

With the day our toils decline, 
Let thy light around us shine; 
And while earthly turmoils cease, 
For our care we crave thy peace. 

As thy gifts our sins exceed— 
Sins of thought and word and deed, 
Let our love our guilt outweigh, 
Growing with thy grace each day, 

While the night shades round us close, 
Guard us from our fears and foes; 

As in waking hours, still keep 
All otir thoughts with thee in sleep. 

When we sleep to wake no more 
On Time’s dull and shifting shore, 
May we from that slumber wake, 
With the saints, for Jesus’ sake! 

—Baptist Weekly. 
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Sabbath School Department. 
{From the Christian Helper.) 

International B Bible Lessons. - 
Lesson VI 1 February 9. 

THE KEEPING, OF THE SABBATH. 

Neh. xiii, 15-22, 

GOLDEN TEXT“ Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy.” —Exodus xx. 8. 

Time.—About fifteen or twenty years after the 
events related in the last lesson. B. C, 429-424. 

Place.~—Jerusalem. 

Exposition. 

V. 15. Those days. * i. e., after Nehemiah’s 
return to Jerusalem and whilst engaged in re- 
forming the abuses which had sprung up during 
his absence. Winepresses. Among the Jews 
these “consisted of two receptacles or vats 
placed at different elevations, in the upper one 
the grapes were trodden, while the lower one 
received the expressed juice. The two vats 
were. dag or hewn out of the solid rock. 
Ancient wine-presses, so constructed, are still 
to be seen in Palestine.” —Smith. 
presses were generally constructed in the vine 
yards (see Matthew xii. 88), but in: times of war | 

and danger they were built in cities and Nehe- 
“miah may have seen the treading going on in| 

On the Jerusalem. See Exodus xx. 
8-11; xxi. 12-19. arog mo finl meri ; 
crated the Sabbath before their captivity. See |. 
Jeremiah xvii, 21-27. Their captivity must 

The wines | 

made a change, and assigned it to the 

the object of the regulation was the due observ- 
ance of the Sabbath.” Cook. . Remember me O 
my God. See Heb. vi. 10; Matt. x. 42;2 Tim: 

iv. 78. God’s children are rewarded here and 
hereafter for their faithfulness, and this by no 
means conflicts with the truth that we are “jus- 
tified freely by his grace.” 

Remarks. 

1. Is the obligation to keep the Sabbath still 
binding? The command to keep it is one of the 
ten commandments, nota part of the Mosaic 

ceremonial law. Christ did not repeal this law 

but always kept it himself. What he did op- 
pose was the turning of Sabbath observance in- 
‘to a heavy burden instead of making it a bless- 
ing to man. See Mark ii. 23-28. In a. question 
of this kind the example, of the apostles is au- 
thorative, and they always observed a day of 
rest. God has written this law, not only in the 
Bible but in our nature with its necessities; we 
need one day in seven of special rest for our 
bodies, of special worship for our souls. 

2. The question of Sabbath observance is a 
leading one in our day. There is a continual 
struggle on the part of many to turn it into a 
day of pleasure-seeking, 

3. Men cannot work seven days in the week. 
This has frequently been proved in the experi- 
ence of those who have tried it. =“ ‘Had it not 
been for the Sabbath, I have no doubt I should 
have been a maniac long ago.” This was said 
by an eminent merchant, and another who heard 
him went on to tell of another merchant, who 

taking no Sabbath rest, en in the insane 
asylum.’ —Peloubet. Physicians unite with mor- 
alists and theologians in testifying to the neces- 

sity of observing the day of rest. 
4. Nehemiah, a noble example of a man of 

principle who would never wink at evil. With 
what integrity and nobleness of soul he conduct- 
"ed himself from first to last. 

6. Verse 18. Not only do men who pursue 
evil courses, transgress God’s law, but they 
show themselves to be great fools. Before 
them are numerous examples of those who have 
pursued similar coursés and have come to 
a bad end, and yet they will not be warned. 
‘“ A singed cat minds the fire,” but many men 
refuse to learn even from their own experience 
thefolly of sin. Let us be wise and learn from 
the past, for from it comes a thousand voices 
warning us against the transgression of God’s 
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"INSURANCE BLOCK” 
—_— 

GENERAL AGENCY 

FIRE and MARINE  INSURANGE. 
ROBERT MARSHALL, 

General Agent, Notary Public and Broker, 

OFFICES: COR. PRINCE WM. ST. & MARKET JSQUARE 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

-ftve Million Dolla: Three over Twen r,and 
ousand Dollars deposited at H and Fifty 

Ottawa. 

FIRE BRANCH. 

Tnperid Fire Insurance Company, 
(£7 

oF LONDON, Established 1883. 

| THE ETH WeuRMGE  comPANY 
INCORPORATED 1813. 

Haxttord Fire Insurance Co, 
ORGANIZED 1810. 

FIRE INSURANCE effected on Brick and Frame 
Ships or dren, Merchandize, Steam 

ks, and all description of 
owest current rates. 

Marine Branch. 

OE CANADA. 
"Incorporated by special Act of Parliament. 

: biapjaakl $1,000,000. 

THE BRITISH AMERICA 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 

| Ae 

“Corner King and Germain Sts. 

- Notice to Builders. 
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gyeterieton Advertisements, 

XMAS 78. 
Grand display of 

Toys and Fancy Goods. 

Handsome er 
ware, ¢ 

Rich Bohemian China and Glass- 
A one” Silver-plated Ware 

ELEGANT FURNITURE 
y AT 

James G. McNally’s, 
WEN MEI Corner Queen and York Sts.) HEM NSE 

FREDERICTOIN. 

P. 8.—What so suitable for a Christmas Present as 
some handsome and USBFUL article tobe en joy ed 
all the year around. J. G. 

THOMAS LOGAN, 

FREDERICTON. 

Dr<r Croods 
—AND— 

CARPETINGS. 
Our Stock is now complete in every department. 

PRICES LOW. 

New and Seasonable Goods 
ALWAYS ON HAND. 

Opposite Normal School. 

THOMAS LOGAN. 
jul | 

¥. RANDOLPH, 
Importer of and Dealer in 

FLOUR CORNMEAL 
—AND— 

PROVISIONS. 

WEST INDIA GOODS. 

FREDERICTON N. B. 
jul 

7-R EVERETT, 
FOREICN AND DOMESTIC 

HARDWARE! 
Has just completed his stock of 

HAYING TOOLS, 
“consisting of 

Tools; Cli r Scythes; None Such 
i Clip per Scythes; 
* Patent A metiotn Sneaths; 

Handles; Bush he giswte; 
Stones. At wont als) Wisiensle and Reta 

Z. R. EVERETT. 
Also on hand, and Agent for William Anson Wood 

imported ie ss ig and the Wheeler and Melick 
Centennial e. 

NORTH BRITISH and MERANTILE 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 

OF EDINBURGH AND LONDON, 

4 ESTABLISHED IN 1809. 

ENT: — 

His Grace the Duke of Roxborough, K. T. 

VICE-FPRESIDENTS :— 

pssk Rest K C4 
Sir WIR Bart, G.C. 5 BKSF. 

$10,000.00 
3,700.00 
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JOB PRINTING! 

We would beg to state $0 our friends and th 

publicfgenerally that we have opened in 

connection with this paper a 

BOOK AND 

Tob Office, 

And are now prepared to do all kinds of 

BILL MEADS, 

LETTER HEADS, 

BUSINESS CARDS, 
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