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" Stand like the Anwvil. “

[The following lines by Bishop Deane, sug-
gested by the immortal words of Ignatius’
message to Polyearp, are as remarkable for
their force and gemneu as for the noble s ]pirit

of endurance which breathes in every line:
“Stand like anvil” when the stroke
Of stalwart men falls fierce and fast;

Storms.but more deeply root the oak,
Whose brawny arms embrace theblast.

‘Stand like the anvil >’ when the sparks
Fly far and wide, a fiery shower;

Virtue and truth must still be marks
Where malice raves its want of power.

‘“Stand like the anvil ”” when the bar
Lies red and zlo'mon its breast;
Duty shall be life’s ing star,
And conscious innocence its rest.

“ Stand like the anvil;”’ noise, and heat
Are born with earth and die with time;

The soul, like God, its source and heat,
Is solemn, still, serene, sublime.
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" Church llemt?ouhlb;

What sort of persons ought to be admit-
ted to the rights of the Christian Church?
Some answer * Believers in Christ and
their children.” Baptists answer, “Be-
lievers, and believers only.”  We under-
stand the New Testament to teach that
faith in Christ always precedes baptism,
That you may see the ground of our belief
[will cite a few Seripture references :
Mark xvi, 165! Joha i“‘ild?.pjas, ii. 41
Acts, vill. 8%, 1y
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therefore, hold with tenacity to its original
mode. Nothing could be further from the
trath. We do not believe that it is a sav-
ing ordtance. We do not teach that itis a
condition of salvation, and you will at
once see that we do not, if you call to
mind this fact that we do “not baptize in-
fants. If we thought that there was any
saving power in baptism, any efficacy to
cleanse from sin, any benefit to be conferr-
ed in amother life on one who has been
baptized, more than on another who has
not been baptized, would we not baptize
the children?

The Church of Rome is conmstent Her
creed says: ¢ Sin, whether contracted by
our birth, from our first parents, or com-
mitted by ourselves, by the admirable vir-
tue of the sacrament (baptism) is remitted
and pardoned. By baptism we are signed
with a character that can never be blotted
out of our souls; it opens to every one of
Believing thus
that baptism changes the nature and state-
of an infant, the devout Catholic sprinkles
his child. He is consistent. But we be-
lieve that he who said “Suffer little child.
ren to come unto me and forbid them not
for of such is the kingdom of heaven,” has
already provided for the eternal blessed-
ness of all such by his death on the cross.-
Baptism will not gain them heaven, nor
will the absence of it lose them heavgn
" Singe we repudiate, then, all magical
theories of baptism, and do not teach,
either by precept or example, that baptism
is prerequisite of salvation, the sin of mak
ing too much of baptism does not lie at the
door of Baptists.

But while baptism is in no sense a sav-
ing ordinance, it is a Christian instution.
Christ himself established it as an external
rite for his disciples. To force the precept
he added the weight of his own example
He was baptized in the River Jordan by
John the Baptist. His disciples also were
baptized. Butmore than this baptism was
to be connected with the preaching of the

“|eross. The commission to preach was

coupled with the command to baptize;

disciple all nations, baptizing them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost.” First there is to be in-
struction leading to discipleship, m& then
baptism as a profession of discipleship.

Did the disciples obey the’ commission?
They did. All their teachings after Christ’s

ascension are in accordance with his last
request. *What shall I do.to be saved ?”
asks the convicted Jailor at Phillippi.

« Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and
thou shalt be saved.” And he was baptized
‘The whole force of Apostol-

rection., The unvarying custom was to
mmdhhly baptue thou who believed
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on the part of those who take partin the
meetings. First they pray in 4 circle. All
their prayers are run into a certain mould.
No matter what the specific object set be-
fore them in prayer they must travel the
circle before they reach it ; and before they
get around they often forget the specific
object. I have frequently known special
requests for prayer entirely disregarded,
simply because the man prayed so long
that he forgot what the request was for
which he was asked to pray. Now, where
there, are a large number to engage in
prayer, it is not necessary that every prayer
should embrace every object of petition.
“ Prayer is the offering up to God our d
sires for things agreeable to his will, in the
name of Christ, with thanksgiving for his
mercies.” If any man has a special desire
that presses upon his heart let him express
that and stop. If asked to pray for a
special case let him at once pray for that,
and then, if other desires fill his heart, ex-
press them.
Long prayers are out of all propriety in

a public assembly. They were expressly
condemned by the Saviour, All the ex-
amples of public prayer given in the Bible
are short. The prayer of Hezekiah, on the
ocecasion of the blasphemous message of

was at stake, would not occupy two minutes
in the delivery. The prayer of Nehemiah,
on going before the King to ask deliver-
ance for his people, contains an acknow-
ledgment of God, a recital of God’s pro-
mise, a confession of sin, and a petition for
the object desired, and vet it is less than
two minutes in length. Even the prayer
of Solomon on the extraordinary occasion
of the dedication of the Temple, could not
have occupied even five minutes. The
penitential prayer of David,in the fifty-first
Psalm, is a perfect model'of an outgushing
heart. But it is not more than two or
three minutes in length. But above all,
the Lord’s prayer, the pat
of a1l prayer, is extremely bri¢f and com.
prehensive. “God is in heaven andthou
upon the earth, therefore let thy words be

“Go ye,” are the Saviour’s words, * go'ye |few.”

From any point of view, long prayers
are pointless and dull. They distract,
rather than help the minds of worshipers
and prevent concentration of desire.

These same remarks will equally apply
to exhortations. An exhortation should
come from a full heart, and be directed to-
ward the point. 'When an idea is once ex-
pressed, it should generally be left without
enlargement. Let it come burning from
the heart, and then it' will wake up 5 thought
and feeling in ‘other hearts. And if ‘what|
one says comes from the heart, it " makes
but very little diffefence in' a prayer mdét-
ing, how the thought is clothed. Tt ‘may

expenonced thinket, or in the broken words|

mind, it does its work. . Asforme, I would |/
as 300N hear the stammering, Hsping, halt-
lng effort of & tian whdse henrt’ it
and right, but whose education ¥ limited,

uan polished ‘specch ofon¢ *who' floats
into the meeting like a glittering ice-berg
¥n the polar regionss ket each-one put

thoughts into the best words at his
command ; gnly. lqt;,b}s words l;e few an&
fro{q the beart. .
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moved to tears. At times the silence was
almost oppressive ; this, however, was re-
peatedly broken by bursts of enthusiastic
applause. The resolutions, all of which
were in favor of adopting the Act, were
carried without a dissenting voice. Never
were so much enthusiasm and harmony
experience in Charlottetown at a public
meeting with a mixed audience. Not the
slightest interruption eccurred during the
time occupied by the meeting, save two or
three times the spirit of rum within a
poor drunken rumseller, cried out against
the power that was now about casting the
demon out of the city, but he, however,
was soon quieted. The city may well ve-
joicein the fact that many of her ablest
men, who never before showed any sym-
pathy in the cause of temperance, have
buckled on their armor and are now fight-
ing like Trojans, in favor of the cause.

For the encouragement of the friends of
the cause on the other side of the Gulf, I
may add that on the 24th of this month we
are confident that the victory will be ours.
May the strong arm of God help us.

No Roum.

Charlottetown, Apnl 17.

A Noble Example.

Lady Huntington with an income of only
£1,200 a year, did much for the cause of
religion. = She maintained the college she
had erected at her sole expense ; she erect-
ed chapels in most parts of the kingdom,
and supported ministers who were sent to
preach in various parts of the world. A
minister of the gospel and a person from
the country once called on her ladyship.
When they came out-the countryman
turned his eyes towards the house, and
after a a short pause, exclaimed, “ What
alesson! Can a person of her noble birth
nursed in the lap of grandeur, live in such
a house, so meanly furnished, and shall I
a tradesman, be surrounded with  luxury
and ‘eleganéé? From this moment T shall
hate my house, my furniture and myself
for spendmg 50 little for God and so much
in folly.”

If many of our Baptist Christians, and
it'may be some of our ministers, were to
follow the example of Lady Huntingdon,
the cause of Christ would be better sus-
tained both at home and abroad and poor
missionaires would be more encouraged to
go on in their work and labor of love.

‘Let ungodliness be put away from Jacob.
«Let your meditations be known unto all
men. The Lopd is at hand.” Phil. iv. 5.

Thou fool thi¥ night thy soul shall be re-
.quiréd of the, then where shall these things
'be which thou hast *provided. So is he
that layeth up treasure for himself and is
not rieh towards God. Luke’ xii, 20-21.

“ God loveth a cheerful giver.” 2. Cor.
ix. 7. H '
T. M. Mu~ro.
- Newcastle.
-

Remedies fo for Anxiety. |

~ Take, the:efore, no, thought for the
ﬁ'lbtgo fog the morrow shall take thought
for the of itself, . Sufficient unto

the day is the evil the;eof —Jesus Ohrist.

Leave the lnmn let it rest
Simply on the Saviour’s will;

" Leavye the future; they are blest

10, confiding, hoping still,

Trust His mercy,

~Po provide for every want, -

.1 And to save from every evil.

“If we are faithful to' the duties of ' the
‘present, God will provlde for the future.
SR, b
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Gems.

Paul saw in ITagar and Sarah what
unbeliever could not see. I look into the
Gospel ; how infinitely different do they
appear to me, and to the sceptic who only
sees in them certain exploded myths; and
yet how very far does my view come short
of that of angels and saints within the velil,

an

An old writer says : “ He who will fight
the devil with his own weapon, must no

wonder if he finds him an overmatch.”
The old chieftan is a valorous, stern, ter
rible warrior. Ile knows how to match
carnal weapons. Infernal weapons are
death-dealing to those who are so slightly
equipped. But spititual weapons are
“ mighty thr ough God to the pulling down
of strongh,?lds It well said that

S %atan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees?”’

The philosophy of such warfare is simply
thkis: A sainton his knees, in prostrate
weakness. instantly brings Omnipotence
into conjunction with his impotence, and
then the conflict is wholly unequal. Satan
against humanity joined with Omnipotence
is impotence extreme ; the issue is socn
declared, the victory sublime.

Items of Interest.

Rev. John Geddie has a tombstone ¢n
the island of Aneityum, erected to his
memory by the people, with this inscript-
tion:

When he came here
There were fio Christians.

When he went away
There were no heathen.

Geo. B. Vosburg, lately of Jersey City,
has brought a suit against his wife for
divorce, in Dakotah Territory; ground,
“extreme cruelty.”

Tt is said, to the credit of the Chinese,
that of 40,000 employed on public works
in California not over six have been dis-
charged for intoxication or any other
cause.

Dr. Selah Merrill of Andover, who has
lived a long time among the wild Aribs,
and been often from Jerusalem to Jeéricho,
has at last fallen among]theives — in Bos-
ton! The other day at the Boston &
Maine depot his valise was. stolen. It
contained thirty dollars’ worth of stereop-
ticon slides, and all of Dr. Merrill’s Lowell
Institute lectures. The loss is a severe
one, besides being very aggravating, The

culprit was caught with the empty valise
and has been sentenced to one year in the
House of Correction.

Rev. David Swing talks with his doc
tor, deacon, groceryman, and butcher and
makes & number of pastoral “ecalls” by
means of a telephone.

Dr. Howard Crosby, of - the University
of New York, will deliver the Lyman
Beecher lecture on preaching before the
students of the Yale Divinity School next
year.

Of the popular peachers of New York
and Brooklyn, Dr. Talmage receives $12,«

1000; Rev. Morgan Dix, $15,000; Rev. Dr.

William Taylor, $12,000; Rev. Dr. R. S.
Storrs, $10,000 ; Rev.3Dr. Cuyler; $8,000 5
Rev. Dr. Hall, $15,000 : Rev. Dr..
and Rev. Di. Tiffany, each $10,000; Rev.
Dr. Chapin, $8,000 to $10,000

The pastors of the Preshyterian, Metho-
dist. Baptist and Episcopal churches in
Oneida, N. Y., have published a card in®
which they characterize §“ the }hfe and
theories of the Oneida community as
shameful.” They say, “We (,annot. with-
hold our condemnation when we see views
and practioes that we regard fas !outrages
upon decency and good moralslupheld in

and the Bible., We
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