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The Sabbath School

In all Christian lands the Sabbath School
is a mighty power, embracing, as it does,
the majority of the children, and giving
them impressions lasting as life.  If 'we ask
for the origin of the Sabbath School we
must be told that the principles out of
which it has been developed were given by
God to man in the earliest ages. The com-
mand of Jehovah in reference to teaching
children the law, the exhortations of the
prophets concerning the same, and the
teachings of our blessed Lord and his apos-
tles, are the divine sanction for the work.

The history of the church makes known
to us several attempts at°Bible School in-
struction. ‘Tertuflian says in his day they
found it necessaay to open schools to check
the defection of heathen converts. Origen,
afterwards so celebrated, was one of the
chief teachers. Luther established schools
at Wittemburg, and John Knox in Scot-
land. It is supposed that the first Sunday
School established in America was by Lud-
wig Hacker, a Seventh-day Baptist, in
Pennsylvaunia in 1745, It continued in ope-
ration till the battle of the Brandywine,
when the building in which it was held
was converted into a hospital.  But the
veal founder of our present system of Sab-
bath Schools was undoubtedly Robert
IRaikes. To him the honor must be given
oi organizing and maturing the plan now
generally worked upon.

The duty to provide Scriptural instruc-
tion for the young, rests primarily with
If they do not do it, friends, or
the Church, or the State, may make pro-
vision, but parents are none the less re-
sponsible. They cannot transfer the obli-
gations which God and nature impose.
They may feel their incompetency to in-
struct properly, but they can do their best
and see that their children attend the Sab-
bath School and public worship. God said
to Eli: ¢ Thave told him that I will judge
his house forever for the iniquity which he
knoweth, because his sons made themselves
vile and he restrained them not.”

The duty of the church in relation to
the Sabbath School work, grows out of
the great Commission Christ gave, ¢ Go
teach.” The Sabbath School should bear
the closest possible connection with the
church. “A Church and a Sabbath School
side by side and disconnected is an anoma-
ly. The Church should organize Sabbath
Schools. It should select a Superintend-
ent and teachers, and those thus selected
ought to enter upon and discharge their
duties to the best of our ability. The
church howevcr should not feel that it has
discharged its obligations by voting in of-
ficers nferely, but it should exercise a su-
pervision over the instruction given just
as it does over the pulpit. It should pro-
vide for its support cheerfully and not dole
out a pittance grudgingly. The work of
the Sabbath School the work of the
Church.

The duty of officers and teachers in re-
spect to the instruction of children is less
than that of parents, but more than that of
ordinary cburch members, for they have
been selected to perform that work. If
they are not the most suitable persons attain-
able they should be relieved, ou* yught not
to be complained of, for they have entered
upon their duties by request of the chureh.

parents.
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_They receive no fee. Theirsis a labor of

love, and their burdens should be made as
light as possible. _A spirit of fault-finding
has ruined many churches as well as Sun-
‘day schools. We are exhortéd to ¢ bear
‘one another’s burdens,” and “ in honor to
prefer one another.” The officers should |-
make the Sabbath School the most inter-
esting possible, and spare no available time

 or medns to éffect this result. A school

whieh is fq,ll of life, apd interest will not
lack the presence of parents and ,chgldre*
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for one, we aredehghted to see our brother
in such good humer. = We have never ob-
jected to a little ‘Methodist shouting and
groaning, for our brethren seem to enjoy\it
and we like to see people happy. Why,
we almost wish Hyatt would go through
the operation again, just to keep the Wes-
leyan in good humor.

It says it is surprised that our Western
Correspondent, Dr. Hurd, brought up a
Methodist, should relapse into ‘chronic
bigotry.” Don’t be surprised, brother, it is
our custom to teach all good Methodists
whom the Lord sends to us, “the way of
the Lord more perfectly,” and they, receiv-
ing the truth, generally become staunch
defenders of it. You call this ¢ chronic
bigotry,” we prefer to callit loyalty to
Scripture teaching. :

The Wesleyan, however is a little un-

gracious as it proceeds, and says, ‘If there
be two ideas in the columns of the VisiTor
one of them is that infant baptism is a
Romish practice.” If there are only two
ideas in the columns of the VisiTor, we
have no objection to one of them being
what the Wesleyan says, for we consider it
a large part of our mission, not only to urge
the necessity for a regenerated church, but
also a church of baptized believers. We
are working on this line and we hope be-
fore the millennium dawns,to baptize many
believing Methodists. Infant baptism, so
all statistics show, is dying out and the
VIsITOR is anxious to help it die, because
it is a hindrance to the dawning of the mil-
lennium.
The other 1dea, (if possible there be one
in the VisiTor) is that the system common-
ly called Calvinistic, embodies the essential
truths of Scripture. ~ We are sorry that
the Wesleyan is wandering farther from
truth than Arminianism. It now says
“The peculiarities of our denomination
are all of the liberal sort.”  (Italics ours.)
You had better “put up the fence,” brother
Wesleyan for there are Unitarians, Univer-
salists and Rationalists enough to dissemi-
nate liberalism. The world is not suffer-
ing very much to-day from.. over much
Christian restraint, but it groans under the
influence of liberal ideas so called.,

The Wesleyan promises to begin a cru-
sade against Methodism if we will point
out some flaws. As we hope our neighbor
is in earnest we indicate something easy as
a beginning.
Methodism such as “class, Society, cir-
cuit, circuit rider, district, presiding elder,”
etc., etc., scriptural in name, to say nothing
of the work of the system? If we are to
be all Methodists in the millennium we
want to have a Scriptural nomenclature.

In closing the Wesleyan points to a day
when it thinks there will be no VisiTor.

child is very healthy now, and promises to
live long. More than' that, the truths it
makes prominent are fundamental omes, and
the practice it urges tends strikingly to set
them forth. Our baptismsays death to the
world, and resurrection to a new life. Our
Lord’s Supper service is not perverted to
set forth Christian Union—there are other
ways of showing that, but held simply for
its legitimrate purpose, tojshow torth Christ’s

death. And we are disposed to think that
our “decent” or indecent baptism, what-
ever it may be called, and our simple Lord’s
Supper service, ridiculed as it is by “liber-
al” Methodists, will be needed as long as
the world stands, for they have the smpri-
matur of the Word of God which hveth
and abideth forever

= AP NOE S

If any churches have not received Min-
utes of Assodiations we ' ¢an'supply  them
as a number of both Eastern anquten
remain on hand '

That infant baptism is dyi
proved by all the statistics: concerning it
everywhere, “The U, 8. Congreguuoul(
X ear Book for 1879. repom 10,686
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We are glad to note that our Free Bap-
tist brethren are, in many places, being
blessed with -revival influences. They
proclaim the Gospel with much earnestness
and are exceedingly loyal to New Testa-
ment baptism. In many places it is hard
to discern much difference between them
and us, and we look forward to a time
when they and we shall see eye to eye and
unite our forces in carrying omnthe work of
the Redeemer’s Kingdom. It may not be
in our day,but we have an impression that
time will solve the question. Even now
if union in eduoational work or other de-
partments of labor could be effected with
mutual advantage, it would be well to be
thinking it over and paving the way for
it.

The Canada Temperance Actis to be
submitted to a vote of the people in Albert
Co., on the 24th inst. If the Act be not
perfect.it is an approach to the best thing
and proceeds far enough to commend it to
the confidence of all well-wishers of their
fellow men. Albert has always been noted
for a preponderance of two elements, viz.,

assured that no county will rollup a
greater majerity for the Act than A our na-
tive county—Albert. Let there be such an
overwhelming majority for the Act and
such a vigilant enforcement of it, that
prohibition shall be effectively and per-
fectly secured and sustained.

The following appe?zl is made by Rev.
Gustavas Alexy and endorsed by leading
Clergymen in New York:

“The great disaster which has befallen
Szegedin, the second great Commercial
centre of Hungary, my Fatherland, (I be-
ing the only Hungarian Minister in New
York) puts on me tke painful duty of ask-
ing help for my destitute countrymen, not
only in my own but amoug the various de-
nominations of the Christian Church in
America. Therefore I make bold to ask
my dear brethrén are you willing to ask
your congregations for voluntary contribu-
tions for the sufférers at Szegedin in Hun-
gary, where 80,000 people are rendered
homeless wanderers by the flood? If so
will you kindly send any -contributions,
however small, to the Chancellor of the
University of New York, Rev. Howard
Crosby, D.D., 116 East 19th Street.”

Small Keys and Great Treaéures

No. 6.

J. E. CRACKNELL.

“ TRUST.”

BY REV.

The question of trust enters largely into
the affairs of daily life. We all trust our

fellow ereatures more or less. Many have
smarted as the result of misplaced confi-
dence. Mistakes in things temporal may
be rectified, but in relation to the soul and
eternity it becomes an all important ques-
tion “Now or whom dost thou trust?” In
all things we are ever learning. ¢ Blessed
is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and
whose hope the Lord is.’

We find the subject of trust frequently
spoken of in the Psalms; we purpose
noticing a few of the passages in which it
occurs.

. 1. EXHORTATIONS TO TRUST.

Psalm xxxvii. 5: “Commit thy way unto
the I,,ord, trust also if™Him, and he shall
~{bring it to pass.” When a difficult piece
of work is committed to an inexperienced

are many doubts as to the
| g

4 master, an experienced wrker, there is
perfect confidence that all will be 1
mbod,thywqumm, ff
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bowed down with asense of guilt; times
when experiencing the chastening of the
Lord; at all times let Him be the object of
thy soul’s confidente, and thou shalt not
be confounded.

2. EXPRESSIONS OF TRUST.

Psalm xxv.2: “O my God, I trust in
thee.” "It has been said, « Faith is the
cable which binds our boat to the shore,
and by pulling at it we draw ourselves to
the land ; faith unites us to God, and then
draws usnear to him.” O my God, how
inexpressibly sweet that assured possession.
Mine to look to, mine to lean upon, mine
to love. «I trust in Thee,” we have been
considering God’s words of exhortation to |
the soul, and here we have the souls
response, speaking to God in reply. In
the first verse of this Psalm there is a lift-
ing up, not of eyes merely, or of the hands,
but of the soul ; true prayer is the uplifting
of the soul to God, and this grace of prayer
will always be followed, as in this case, by
the grace of faith, the uplifted soul shall
calmly and confidently say, “I trust.”

Psalm Ixi. 4: “I will rest in the covert
of thy wings.” «I will” implies a firm and

Baptists and Temperance men, and we are Mteadfast resolution, it almost seems to

imply that the enemy was near, trying to
defeat the soul’s purpose. Unbelief some-
times says, “ You shan’t trust ;” and little
faith says, “Youcan’t trust;”’ yet,in spite
of discouragements, the believing soul says,
“I will trust.” Happy soul, who thus seeks
safety in the covert of the wings. The
ancient Hebrews were very fond of figures,
and in representing the Divine character
frequently employed them. The safety of
the chicks beneath the hen is spoken of in
other places. “He shall cover thee with
his feathers, and under his wings thalt thou
trust.” (xci. 4). In the Holy of Holies
in the Tabernacle, the outspread wings
above the mercy seat, arrested attention ;
and it is still under their shelter and at the
mercy seat the soul abides in the assurance
faith gives,

EXPERIENCE OF TRUST.

Psalm xxxii. 10: ¢ He that trusteth in
the Lord, mercy shall compass him about.”
As we are surrounded by the light of the
sun, and the air, so shall we be surrounded

I shall walk amidst mercies, shall sleep

ness and tender mercies.

thank God I know it to be true. Oh!. it

in the Lord.:’
Psalm xxxi. 19:

of men.”

ise, wrought in the performance. ¥
their fellow men, the Lord displays his

themselyes into sincere expreuioqsotm
I} all experience the

with mercy. I shall find it everywhere.

watched over by mercy, shall wake to go
forth cheered by its all encompassing
presence, and crowned with loving kind-
“ Mark that
text,” said an old christian to his grand-
son, after reading the 10th verse xxxii
Psalm ; “I read it in my youth and be-
lieved it, and now I read it in my old age,

it is a blessed thing in the midst of the
joys and the sorrows of the world to trust

“Oh, how real is thy
goodness which thou hast laid up for them
that fear Thee, which Thou hast wrought
for them that trust in thee before the son’s
Mark here the two ideas of
goodness “laid up,” and « wrought out. .
The Lord has a reserve for people in -the
granaries of Providence, there is laid up
stores of grace and goodness against the
time of their need. That which is laid up,
is in due time wrought for them that trust
in Him. Goodness laid up in the prom-
ore

special goodness to his children, and thus.
a faithless generation is rebuked. Let the
exhortations to trust in the Lord resolve
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I was sorry it was not in my power at thy
time to answer promptly the enquiries ap
requests of correspondents in these Prg
vinces and abroad; recently I have ¢
deavoured to supply deficiencies in thy
respect. Friends who wish to communicy
with me relating to business connectef
with the CHRISTIAN VISITOR, prior to My
1, 1878, or in respect to any other matte
will, on receipt of a letter by me,  receiy
immediate attention ; and those who desiy
it can see me at No. 151 Union Street St
John.
The intelligence the CHRISTIAN Vising
contains from week respecting the improvs
spiritual condition of several of churche
in the’ Maritime Provinees, is ‘cause
much joy and thankfulness. It is evideng
that, notwithstanding the impiety of e
times, and the defection of many wi
profess to be followers of Christ, th
Spirit’s power operates mightily, and th
many who had been remiss in duty, a
others who had been hostileto Christ, hy
been quickened, or renovated and led for
in the ways ot obedience and peace. Eve
person who desires the triumph of t}
church, the glory of God and the be
good it is possible to confer on the worl
must earnestly pray that the spiritu
Christianity may speedily win its way
every part of the community, and that i
saving and blissful influence may s
pervade all nations. Much earnest wor
at home and abroad requires to be do
ere this consummation most devoutly
be wished, is reached. But it will sur
come, for God has purposed and promis
it. As you are aware, Rev. 1. Walla
whose labors have been so largely bless
in Nova Scotia and P. E. Island, is expe
ed to enter soon on the great and mu
needed work of the Home Missionan
Agency in this Province. And notwi
standing the hard times and secarcity
money, success  is anticipated from }
earnest and self-denying labors. The cordi
co-operation of the brethren—minister
churches and friends—with the favor ¢
Heaven, must certainly insure a larg
measure of supcess in this great interpris
Yours truly,
- GEORGE ARMSTRONG.
St. John, April 19, 1879.

News from the Churches.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

Haypron.—Rev. W. A. Corey baptized
brother Shaffner, last Sabbath, four conve
Ten have been added to the church. '

AxpovEr, V. Co.—Rev. W. C. Rideout
preaching here acceptably, The Baptists sad
neglect the county. The Sunday Sechool is
be opened next Sabbath. The Home Mis
Board ought to help Baptist interests here.

HorewEgLL.—Thus far 70 persons have be
added to the Church, and of these 67 have b
by baptism. The interest is still good.
pastor, Rev. Mr. Chipman, was unable to pre
last Sabbath, but with health improved be
pects to preach and baptize next Lord’s Day.

CARLETON.—<Rey. Ed!utd Hickson bapti
three more converts omSunday last. Thi
have bee:hua to the church during the |
four woeh. ; (m.ﬂ,,

Pon‘rx.um.—-()nr mnﬁ.ug. are growing’
numbers and in power. ' Christians are
aroused from the le¢#hargy in which they
-long lain  inactive, and' sinners 'are seek
Christ. Last Sabbath was a day of much
itual enjoyment. Sevenrejoicing converts ¥
buried with Christ in baptism. We coat
| special services this week. Rev. O, C. He

s still Bro. Goodwin.  He pread
toln.cooncmﬁmmitbhth
1 : }w#l Mﬂ

| have been baptized. -
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vival work and 25 persons baptized.
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