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Tis good to think how well he knows 

The silver’s powers to bear 

The ordeal through which it goes; 

And that with skill and care 

"He'll take it from the fire when fit, 
With his own hands'to polish it. 

'Tis blessedness to know that he 

The piece he has 
will not forsake till he can see 
The gracious work well done— 
An image by its brightness shown, 
The perfect likeness of his own 

But ah! how much of earthly mold, 
“Dark relics of the mine, 

Lost from the ore, must he behold! 
How long must he refine, | 

Ere in the silver he can trace 

Thou great Refiner! sit thou b 
Thy parpose to fulfil: 

Moved by thine hand, beneath 

And melted at thy will. 
Oh! may thy work for ever shine 
Reflecting beauty pure as thine. 
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is Sinai-Extinct, 

BY, REV, THEODORE L. CUYLER. B.D. © 

We have just laid down the fascinating 
biography of the late Dr. Eadie of Scot- 

Hi RE Rpt ray co ‘and ‘one 

— 
— 

of the mogt, robust Scotchmen of his time. 

The Dr. describes a wonderful night which 
he spent at the foot of Mount Sinai during 
a pretmatied. Shandatatorso. : Bie J house; 

ER gn 
thought arose in our Binds Oh Yist the 

TASS oN 1 ay, vigorous, a cllde 1 a pisty. Sw 

justice—with one half of his glorious at- 
tributes put ier eclipse. Even sinners 
are not to be warned with-tears and en- 
treaties to flee from the wrath to come. 
They are to be coaxed into holiness by a 
magical process, which makes nothing of 
repentance and simply requires a “faith,” 
which costs no more labor than a snap of 

the finger. This shallow system may pro- 
duce long rolls of “converts,” but it does 
not produce solid sub-soiled Christians. 

Sinai is not an extinct mountain in Bi- 
ble theology. Not one jot of its holy law 
has been lowered or repealed. In one 
very yital sense no Christian is « free from 
the law.” It would not be a “ happy con- 
dition” for 
thanit would be a happy condition for 
New York or Chicago to disband their po- 
lice and turn their criminals into the 
streets. So far from being kindness it 
would be ¢ruelty to any man or communi: 
ty to place them beyond the reach and the 
just penalty of divine law. 
This i. especially an unfortunate time 

in which to preach a limber-backed theolo- 
gy which has no stiffening of the word 
“ought” in its fiber, and which seldom dis-- 
turbs men’s conséiences with the retribu- 

tions of sin. Society" will not be regene- 
rated with cologne-water. We need more 
of the sacred . authority of law ‘in our 
homes—more enforcement of law in the 
commonwealth,—more reverence for God’s 

law in our hearts—more law preaching in | 
d 

our pulpits, and more law-work in the con- 
version of souls which are to represent 
Christ by keeping his commandments. 
Such successful workers as Lyman Beech- 
er, (would to God that his. voice could 
again ring in ceatain pulpits )) and Charles {© 
G. Finney, and Kirk, and Daniel Baker, 
‘made much of the ‘moral government of 
God. They never capped Sinai. Under 
their plain, bold preaching of the guilt of 

| 8in, and its deserved retribution, the hearts 
of sinners were pricked through with sharp 
convictions. 
own guilt, sinners came to know why they 
needed an atonement, and they understood 
‘why they must flee to a glorious, all-suffici- 
ent Saviour. Such preaching of the truth 
broke up the fallow ground and produced 
great crops of thorough Christians, 

Set it down as a truism that the minis- 
ter does the best work who emphasizes 
most forcibly the depravity of the human 
heart, the majesty of thelaw, and the com- 

| ing sufficiency of Christ's life as our mo- 
/| del, and Christs death as the atoning sacri- 

fice for sin. The apostles preached law as, 
gospel. ~ Peter “pricked. the hearts” of 
three thousand sinners with the naked 
lade of truth, and they were converted to. 

ist before sunset. Paul reasoned about 
righteousness, ‘temperance, judgment to 
come, in the very teeth of a licentious| 

vernor. All the best revival discoutses 
of Whitfield, Edwards, Nettleton and Pay- 
don emphasized the, holiness of God, the 

e | guilt of Jo aad indispensibleness of obey- 
in Christ's commandments. The only 
ariticism that T have to make on the 

ng of my. beloved friend Moody, is 
or e efor pet make enough of repent-| 

be r trusts in Christ, nor 

It is not only in ARLES sinpers that 
God’s law plays a vital part. It is equally 

im if it were so, any more|W 

fessiol a falsehood. Wg 

contradictiong shall be 

the unraveling 

Being thus convicted of their |- 

true .. 

“| Christ. + When you are attem) 
'| promise, you have to lo 

in 3) for fear of o 

Conscientious Separation. 

We know somé ministers who do not 
believe the doctrine of the church to which 
they belong, and yet for reasons best known 
to themselves they s@main in that commun 
ion, and undermine the very foundations of 
the faith which they, profess to preach. 
How this can be made to be in accordance 
with: morality we kmow not. Surely it 
would be more like; ¢ommon- honesty if 
they would at once show their colors, and 

no longer pretend to be what they are 
not. Some Christians, too, who never en- 
ter a pulpit, are equally guilty, for they are 
recognized as members of churches against 
whose teaching they: frequently protest. 
They support evil systems and know them. 
to be evil. They dissent in their hearts, 
but yet consent by their actions; for fear 
of giving offense to men, they are constant-. 
ly offending God and their own conscience. 
Whatever their excuses may be, are they 
not. resolvable into deing evil that good 
may come ? Of course, it is not to be de- 
sired that men should be perpetually vex 
with scruples upon miner points, and r 
to quarrel about anything or nothing; bs 
cause their conscience is morbidly sensitive; 
but surely it cannot be right for a truthful 
man to, be a member of a church from 
whose confession he widély disagrees ; his 
position is a protest against his own con- 
victions, and his convietigns make his pro- 

ought to be in- 
tensely anxious to be so clear in the whole 
of our religious standing that under the 
light of the day of R= no glaring 

overed in our 

lives ; otherwise we may npt only be gulity 
of “something not very: different from 
hypocrisy,” but we may fall into hypocrisy 
itself. A little tampering geithy 
isa very dangerous thingj"it is very like 
the dropping of a stiteh which may lead to 

1g -of all the work. We used 
to say in our childhood= 

‘‘ He who steals a pin, 
Will live to steal a bigger thing.” 

The rhyme was bad, but the doctrine was 
If we violate conscience, even upon 

the smallest matter, we may come at last 
to have no conscience at all. : 

Mr. Carlyle’s advice is thoroughly sound, 
and his adjuration is none too strong, « Be 
virtuous, and have done with it;” speak 
the truth and stand to. it ; profess the faith 
which »is revealed in the Scriptures, and 
neither by word of mouth, nor by act, nor 
by association, nor even in thought, con- 

tradict the eternal verities of God. We 
have had too much of concession in order 
to win a hollow peace from philosophic 
rationalists on the one hand, and supersti- 
tious Romanizeis on the other. The thing 

if is ‘Wrong 
and ought not to be atte hi Ss 
gave us the right te of truth? 

‘mine to do as we like with, to give up this 
and modify that? Nay, vetily; we are 
put in trust with the gospel,iand it is at 
our peril that we dream of cémpromising 
the least of its teachings. A’ straightfor- 
ward, decided line of testimony is the best, 
is Tnost consistent with true ch i and in 
the end will most promote peade 

The trimming, hesitating policy of many 
-| reminds us of Luther’s .words tf  Bropmas 
“You desire to walk upon egdgs without 
crushing them, and among gls es without 
breaking them ! This is a dificult game 
to play at, and one which is m¢re suitable 
for a élown at a theatre than a rvant of 

’ ling & com- 

move as cautiously 

‘“ Feeling” in Religion. 

BY REV. L. (. STEVENS. 

Forty years ago, the Baptist fathers in 
New England regarded feeling as an im- 
portant element in religion, and that, too, 

not less in him who was seeking to “ enter 

in at the strait gate,” than in him who had 
already entered i. If any person, consult- 
ing with Henry Kendall or Isaac Case, 
about the salvation of the soul, had said, 
“T am not a Christian, neither have I any 
feeling on the subject,” I cannot doubt 
that the reply would have been #n sub- 
stance, “Then, continuing as you are, you 
must lose your soul.” But times are 
changed. Now, people are taught, and 
that, too, by Baptists, that feeling is of no |W 
account, that it is no where required, that 
faith, and coming to Christ, and taking up 
the cross, are the things requisite to being 
saved. “Let us all act rationally,” itis 
said, “and we have nothing to fear.” 
With full appreciation of the motives of 

‘the fire burned.” 

‘count in the soul’s salvation ? 

brethren, who make no account of feeling 

in religion I am compelled to think that 
erein both their philosophy and their 
eology are at fault. Glad, indeed, should 

I be to believe that many souls are not de- 
ceived by this pernicious teaehing. 

It is plain that inspired men did not overs 
look feeling in determining the moral con- 
dition of the soul. “ Whose keepeth the 
commandment shall feel no evil thing.” 
Eccle. 8: 5.  “ Who being past feeling.” 
Eph. 4: 19. But it isnot by any particular 
words that this question is settled. It is 
the thing, and not the word that denotes 
it, a knowledge of which we seek. 

.-' What, then, is feeling? 1. Physically, 
sensation produced by the act of touch, or 
by any pressure upon the nerves. 2. Men- 
tally, the effect of perception, or the 
sequence of thought in arousing the sensi- 
bilities, which, according to Haven, igglude 
(a.) the .emotions, (b.) the affections, and 
(c) the desires. “Whilst I was musing 

That is, whilst I was in 

close and continued thouglit, the sensibili- 
ties flamed forth like fire. 

How extensive the domain of the sensi- 
bilities is, can be seen by reference to 
Roget’s Thesaurus of English words and 
phrases, edited by Sears. Of emotion, he 
gives twenty-five synonyms or equivalent 
forms of expressions; of affection, forty- 
five; and of desire, forty-six. Thus, ac- 
cepting Haven to show us what feeling is, 
and Roget to show us its one hundred and 
sixteen synonyms (the 25, 45, 46, above), 
we have only to ask, in coming to the Bible, 

Do we find any forms of language—any 
single or compound terms—that, according 
to these authorities, express the idea of 
feeling? We find repentance, sorrow, 
grief, conviction of sin, broken-hearted, 
beipg pricked in the heart, with many other 
terms, relating to sinners; and love, joy, 
peace, — ering, with many others, 
relating to Christians. Do these terms de- 
note feeling, and feeling that is of any ac- 

“ Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” «God- 
ly sorrow worketh repentance unto salva- 
tion.” Take “repent” and “sorrow” from 
these, , and what remains of them ? 

{And what i is true of repent and sorrow in 
these passuges, is equally true, in other 
passages, of all the terms which inspiration 
has made use of to denote the different as. 
pects, phases or conditions of the human 
sensibilities. Indeed, it would seem im- 
possible to doubt that, throughout the 
Bible, ‘what ve vitality and power to its 

© was, not the’ clear intellectual 
gh the feeling always 

re ied, as the effect of 
d. Of course, it is 

Toga does not 
irit’s presence and 

e be neither a 
ty a ‘healthful 

sien 400 serspond, ad a ls do wo 

Half and.Half Baptists. 

A Baptist (by profession) said to us, not 
long since, that it was the custom of all 
denominations to lay stress on their pecu- 
larities, and, that he thought it a matter of 
very little moment whether a man belong- 
ed to a Baptist church or to some other. 
We should like for him to see in how great 
value he and his like are held by at least 
one Presbyterian. Dr. Stuart Robinson 
says 

“ The man who cares little for his own 
church over any other, is likely tobe of no 
use to any church ; yea, and instead of be- 
ing more catholic than others, is rather 
even more ready to play the bigot, by setting 

churches of his own by which to judge 
and unchurch his fellow Christians.” That, 
we think, is a very fair statement of the 
case ; we want. Baptists who are Baptists 
for a reason; and for a reason as valid as 
the Word, and as momentous as the will, 
of God. As old Deacon Hard once ex- 
pressed it: “Let turkeys, be turkeys, and 
buzzards be buzzards; but none of your 
turkey buzzards for me!” 

J 

‘““ Waiting on the Lord.” 

Under the above heading appeared an 
interesting article in the Watchman of 
February 13th. I think, however, the 
writer falls into a slight error when he 
speaks of the “baptism of fire” at Pente- 
cost, which phrase occurs four times. If 
the tongues were fire, then the original 
should read, glossai puros (tongues of fire), 
but it reads, glossai hosei puros” (tongues 
like fire). A thing cannot be like some- 
thing and be that something at the same 
time. It is a mistake Very often made; ar 
ising probably from the supposition that 
John had reference to this when. he spoke 
of the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire ; 
which could not be the case, because he 
speaks of fire, while the tongues were only 
“like as of fire.” An error similar to the 
above, and as commonly made, is that the 
cloud was over the Israclites when they 
crossed the Red Sea. I. Brown. 

Gems. Fr 

There is a dark and also a bight side 
to every providence, as there was to the 
fiery cloudy pillar that guided God's people 
of old in the desert. Nature/looks upon 
the dark side and calls it sorrow and sad- 
ness ; but faith sees the sun dispersing the 
darkness and calls it by the/name of joy.— 
H. Bonar. 

There is gold in the rocks that fringe 
the Pass of the Splugen, gol even in the 
stones which mend the roads, but there is 
too little of it to be worth extracting. Alas 
how like too many books and sermons! 
Not so thé Scriptures, they are much fine 
gold—their very dust is precious.— Spur- 
geon. 

The case of the thief on the cross, says 
old Matthew Henry, “gives no encourage- 
ment to put off their repentance to their 
death bed, or hope that they shall find 
mercy ; for though it is certain that true 
repentance is never too late, it is as cer- 
tain that late repentance is seldom true.” 

Dying is often called “ paying the debt 
of nature.” John Foster denies the fitness 
of the phrase, and insists that dying is like 
‘bringing a note to the bank to obtain’solid 
gold in exchange for it. The aching, bur- 
densome, decaying body is laid down and 
in exchange thé Christian obtains victory, 
libérty, knowledge, rapture. O, glorious 
exchange! But how is it with the ungod- 
ly? They too gainjliberty from their flesh- 
ly prison, but not victory ; knowledge, 
but not rapture. To them dying is paying 
the terrible debt incurred by .a life spent 
{in deeds which carry with them a fearful 
entail of endless remorse.—Z. Herald. 

dre § We do not know to what. unfathomable 
the times and seasons of life and 

oking ~ Rebetika 3 


