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Sabbath School Department. 

' [From the Christian Helper, 

International Bible Lessons. 
Lesson XII March 23. 

THE ALL-SEEING GOD. 

Psalm 139: 1-12. 

GOLDEN TBXT.—Thou God seest me.—Gen. 16: 13. 

® Exposition. 
V. 1. O God, thou hast searched me and known 

me. Under the clear and ceaseless scrutiny of 

His eye, everything in us is perfectly seen and 

known. God knows us, as no human being 

knows us, and as we certainly do not know 

ourselves. He knows the remote springs of all 

our actions. Our souls, in their entire struc- 

ture, and with all their movements, lie naked 

and open before His eyes. 
V. 2. Down-sitting . . . up-rising. Whether 

at rest or in motion; in every state, every pos- 

ture, we are not forgotten, but God still obser- 
ves us. Afar off. This is generally supposed 

to mean, that when thoughts are just dawning 

in our minds, before they have assumed a de- 
finite form, or approached utterance, even then 

God knows them. 

“My thoughts, before they are my own, 
Are to my God distinctly known, 
He knows the words 1 mean to speak 
Ere from my op’ning lips they Be NB —W. 

V. 8. Compassest, or, winnowest, that is, dis- 

tinguished most exactly, separating, in the 
judgment of my actions, right from wrong, 
most accurately. Path .. . lying down. The 

public and the private life, that which is done 
before the eyes of men, and that which is-done 

in secret, God knows all. When the eye of 
man no longer rests upon us we are still beneath 
the eternal gaze. The unsleeping eye beholds 
us when we close our eyes and surrender our- 

selves to sleep. Acquainted, quite familiar with 

our ways. Even those things we would fain hide, 
and sometimes succeed, with painful effort, in 

hiding from our fellow-men, God knows. Our 
darkest secret, our crookedest ways, One, at 

least, is acquainted with. And, also, those bet- 

ter thoughts and intentions wherein the world 
may have misjudged us, He knows, and judges 

rightly. Men censure sometimes where God ap- 
proves. 

V. 4. Not a word. Thoughts, deeds, words 

all are known to God. Could we always re- 
member the listening ear into which enters our 

every word, we would, perhaps, mot utter so 
many rash, uncharitable, or foolish words. We 
might weigh our words better before we uttered 
them. We should remember, however, that not. 

even the thought of God’s presence will cause 
good words and deeds to flow from the natural 
heart. It is only in the renewed heart that the 
consciousness of His presence in an efficacious 
means to produce right living. 

V. 5. Beset me, thats, ‘‘ enclosed” or ‘shat 
me in, so’ that whichever way I turn, whether 
this or that, I can only go ‘where and so far‘as 

Thou dost permit.’”’ Whichever way we turn, 
we face God. Laid thine hand upon me. God is 
not to us simply aspectator. We are under His 
power. He has ‘‘ hedged us in.” Job -3¢ 28, 

But for that restraining power, so irksome at’ 

times to the natural will; we should soot rsd 

into utter destruction. 

V. 6. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me. 
This 1s the language of admiring awe, not of 
fear. ‘The psalmist is 10st in rapturous wonder 
in contemplating the ommi-science of God. And | 
when we remember the immensity of God’s 

created works, amid which our little world 

floats—a tiny speck, and then when we remem- 

ber the other side of nature, the minute crea- 

tion, the tiny organisms, compared with which 

man is ““a colossus, ‘a world, a universe,” as 

Pascal says, what wonderful suggestions of His 

omniscience are given to us! His tender mer- 

‘cies are over all these His works. Not a spar- 

row falls to the ground, not'a hair of your head, 

but He knows if. “Each creature is known 

perfectly, as thought were the sole study of 

His eye. Verily, such’ iY is high, we 

cannot attainunto ito 

V. 7. Whither shall T go. Not only does the 

eye of God penetrate all things, byt all things 
are forever in His presence. The psalmist iy 
not seeking a place of escape. ‘He is sin ly eX-, 
pressing his sense of the impossibility of finding, 
a single spot where God 'is not. The child of 
God loves to be with his Father. That is his| 
home, He may," 1iké Jonah, wander from’ it, 
“and even seek’ 66 Bide htmyslt trom God for a 
time, but like“Jonah, it hl go if Dé to God 
he will turn whel ‘feduced to ‘dn “extremity. 
He will'c ante th Lord by yeahon of his at" 
flicti on. i on Roy 

V. 8. Hell, "that is, ‘the grave, sheol. The | 
dea is that of antithesis to heaven, in the mat- | 
ter of locality—heaven, in the ‘heights above; 
hell, gheol, in ‘the bowels of the earth. Of 
ourse, there were certain conditions associated 
with these localities, but perhaps no reference 
to these oonditions is intended, Were any re- 
ference intended, however, the same idea would 
siill be expressed: one can  hoter tind himself in 
such a place or state that God, cannot reach 
him. 
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down and prayed with him, and commended 

in the book of God’s remembrance clearly and 
luminously. And when darkness descends on 

the earth, many a timorons child lies in fear, as 

though isolated from all who could help or 
protect. But God sees His children through it 
all, and they are safe beneath His eyo, for the 

night shall be light about them. 

V. 12. Both alike. God has created the 
light. His omniscience is independent of it. 

He does ngt require the sun to shine as a torch 

to show Him His path. Were the sun, and 
moon and stars extinguished, His ways would 
not be darkened. God is light, and there is no 
obscurity for Him. 

Remarks. 

1. To the Christian the omniscience of God is 
a source of comfort and delight. If it were 
possible for the Christian to wander into a 
piace, where the loving and protecting eye of 

God could not follow, he would find that a dark 
and dreadful place. He would desire never to 
enter it. He wishes to sun himself always in 
the smile of God. But if there were such a 
piace where’ a man might go, and be hidden 
from God, many a sinner would flee thither. 
To such a sinner, the omniscience of God means 

only an awful scrutiny from an enemy’s eye, 

which may paralyze his spirit with fear, but can 
bring him no joy. 

2. We like to preserve outward decorum and 
have a good reputation with our friends and 

neighbours; but, what the Christian should de- 

sire, is that purity of heart, that integrity of 
character, which will please his Master. 

3. The presence of this Great Witness of all 
things adds solemnity to thé merest trifles of 
life. It exalts all our deeds above the realm of 

littleness to consider that One is beside us, who 

is grieved or pleased, according to the spirit in 
which we do our duties, whether the duty itself 
appears to us great or small. . 

4. Let us cultivate the sense of God’s presence, 

Let us try to maintain that relation to God 

which will make His presence a great joy and 

support to us. We shall not then feel that He 

is an oppressive taskmaster always goading us 

on to distasteful duty. Alas! that any should 
so regard His presence. But we shall feel that 
we have a stimulus, a support, an encourage- 
ment in Him, and then, even when we sin, we 

shall come to Him and say, ‘Search me, try 

me.”” The physician must probe the wound, 

but it is that he may heal it. When God's 
children sin, it is better for them to fall into 

God’s hands to be dealt with than into any 
other, for His treatment is merciful and healing. 

The Governor in the Cell. 

The following incident is related by. Mr, 
Moody: ‘When Mr. Pollock was Governor of 
Pennsylvania, there was a man whose death-| 
warrant he had signed. He felt that he could 
not Tet him die, beifig a Christian man himself, 
without going down to tell him of a Saviour's 
love. He ‘went to the prison where the pan 
was that was to be hung, a few days before t 
time fixed for the execution. He said to the : 
sheriff, “1 wish you would take me to his cell, 
do ndt tell him who I am.’ He went in, and 
ra and prayed with the man. He told him 
‘of Christ ‘and eaven; how God had sent His | 
Son | into the world to save sinners. . He read 

"| him ‘some portions of the Word of God, and got 

him to the ®od of all grace. Some little time 
"after that, the sheriff was passing by thé con-| 
Qériitiod moak¥ cell “and he said: ‘Who was 
that man that talked with me 80 kindly, and 
prayed with mé? The sheriff answered, ‘ That 
was Governor Pollock." The condemned man 
‘turned deadly pale, and lifting up both hands 
he said: *“O sheriff! was that Governor Pollock? | 
Why didn’t you tell me? Oh, if I had known it 
I would have fallen at his feet and cried Mercy! 
Lwould have asked him to save me, Why didn’ t 
you tell me that was the Governor? He wept 
and swung his hands in agony to think that the 
Governor had been right in his cell, and the | 
sheriff did not tell him it was the Governor, 

J Sinner, I bring you good news to-night. | 
There is one greater than any Governor. - He is 
here to-night, and he is here for a purpose. He 
is here to save sinners. . He is here : to pardon 
YOu; Ao don. not, want, you to. perish, and be 
| lost, | came to give you a pardon. Do you 

ah: a pardon? Take it. 
L. Moody... 

1t is for every one.” 

| mae in his recent: ¥ ale lecture 
said:  ‘‘ Lasy summer I passed over the great 
mountains and plains which lie between us and |/ 
the Pacific Ocean, I frequently watched the’ 
shepherds, with their immense flocks, and 
marked their constant diligence and care. « I 

saw the herders, with their numerous herds of 
cattle, and was surprised to observe the con- 
stant vigilanee ‘which they exercised. The 
herder was always in the saddle, his eyes were 
continually on the cattle. «If one-wandered to- 
ward a precipice or became separated from the 
herd, it was immediately followed and brought 
back in safety. How much more responsible is 
the office of the Christian pastor? If he expects 

| to gain the’ affection of all the members of his 
congregation, if he desires to realize the full 
fruit of his sermons, his eye must be upon them, 
{and PATER Soa hom Mamphrns gl 
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Never Before! 
HALE CUSTOMERS had an opportunity to purchase 
, a GOODS to such an advantage jas is now 

offere 

A BANKRUPT STOCK 
OF— 

DRESS GOODS, 
FROM 8 CENTS PER YARD. 

COLORED CORDS, 121, 15, 16, 17,§18 and 20 
cents per yard, all New Shades, 

COLOURED SUITING SERGES, 20 cts 
worth 3j¢ 

COLORED SATIN CLOTHS, 20 cts. per'yard 
former price 35c¢. 

BLACK LUSTRES, 12%, 15, 18, 20, 22 and 2 
cents. 

BLAOK SICILIANS, 23cts. to 25cts. per yard. 

Black Cords Very Cheap. 
EF The above are wonderful Bargains and worth 

JAS. MANSON, 
Commercial Palace, 

: KING STREET. 

FARM FOR SALE 
LEASE! 

HIS Farm is situated on Butternut Ridge, and will 
be sold or leased for a term of years to a good 

farmer. Any person wishing to invest woul do 
well to call on DR. ALWARD, St. John. 

declitf - TERMS EASY. 

Jjan29 

AUGUST 21, 1878. 

First Fall Importations. 
Received per.  « Caspian,” ¢ Nova Scotian, 

« Memphis,” “Hibernian” and from 
New York: — 

108 CASES NEW FALL GOODS. 
DRESS @00DS 

Black Lustires, Boot Serges, Italian Jeans, Silesian 
Canvas. Oxford Shirtings. 

MILLINERY. 

Flowers, Feathers, Hats, Ribbons, Velvets, Crapes, 
Velyeteens, Satins, Silks, Epingles. 

CLOTHS: .—Worsted Coatings, Superfine Black 
, English, Sco oh and Bow Edinburgh 

oar Prints, in great variety; White and Grey 

} Cottons. 
Kid Gloves, Hosiery, Handerchiefs, Ties and Scarfs. 

Linen and Paper Collars and Ouffs; Clark's Reels; 

Stewart's and Barbour’s Threads; Braces, Buttons, 

Braids, Scotch Yarns, and a full line of Small Wares. 

DANIEL & BOYD. 
‘sept 18 

MASON & HAMLIN 
CABINET ORGANS. 

pemonstrated best A HIGHEST HONORS AT ALL 
WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS FOR TWELVE YEARS; viz: 
at PARIS, 1867; VIENNA, 1873; SANTIAGO, 1875; PHILA- 
DELPHIA, 1876; TWO HIGHEST MEDALS at PARIS, 1878; 
and GRAND SWEDISH GOLD MEDAL, 1878. Only 
pong Organs ever awarded highest honors at 

Sold for cash or installments. ILLUSTRATED 
ATaLo VE with new = ‘les. and be free. 

& HAMLIN ORG Ax CO., B xan, NE 
CORK. or CHEE. decll 

‘A Set of Knives and Forks 45cts. 

A SET OF KNIVES AND FORKS 50cts. 
A POCKET KNIFE 1Oots. 

Rolling Pins 10cts. 

| Bread Graters 10 cents. 

DOVER EGG BEATERS 40cts 
'A JOB LOT OF HORSE NAILS 120TS PER LB. 

i BORAX 15cts Per Ub. 

IE ANDS AWS o5cts. 

HATCHETS 40c¢ts. 
LOCKS, KNOBS JAND HINGES Very Low 

W. WATERBURY, 
16 Sydney § 
Near (Golden Ball{Corner, 

\ 

Notice to Builders. 
AND ALL THOSE IN WAN OF MANUFACTURE 
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HOUSE BUILDING MATREIAL WILL FIND'AT 

LONDON HOUSE WHOLESALE 

Beatty's Pianos, grand, 
square and upright, are 
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i i nites States of America. 
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"INSURANCE BLOCK.” 

GENERALAGENCY 

FIRE and MARINE INSURANCE. 
ROBERT MARSHALL 

General Agent, Notary Public and Broker, . 

OFFICES COR.JPRINCE WM. ST. & MARKET SQUARE 

ST. JOHN, N. B. 

Capital over Twenty-five Million Doliars,and Three 
aun red and Fifty Thousand Dollars” deposited at 

wa. 

FIRE BRANCH. 

[mperia] Fire [Insurance Company, 
OF LONDON, Established |883. 

THE ETNA INSURANCE COMPANY, 
INCORPORATED 1813. 

Hartford Fire Insurance Co, 
RORGANIZED 1810. 

FIRE INSURANCE effected on Brick and Frame 
Dwellings. Stores, Warehouses, Merchandize, Steam 
Saw Mills, Ships on the stocks, and all description of 
insurable property at lowest current rates. 

Marine Branch. 

MERCHANTS MARINE ASSURANCE CO'Y 
OF CANADA 

Incorporated by special Act of Parliament. 

Capital $1,000 000. 

THE BRITISH AMERICA 
INSUBANCE COMPANY. 

Incorporated 1833. 
—_— 

Marine Insurance effected on vessels, cargoes, and 
{reighte to and from any part of the commeveial 

Time and Voyage Policies issued at once, on 
terms and conditions as customary. 

Apply'at Insurance Blogk, St. John, ~ 
ROBERT M!: ARSH ALL, 

General Agent, Notary Publie and Broker 

SPRING SEEDS. 
have received from London, per 8, 8. Peruvian, 
our usual complete variety of 

VEGETABLE and FLOWER SEEDS 
inclu the leading sorts of Peas, Beans, Cabbage, 
Carrot Parsnip, ish, Lettuce, &c¢. Our Flower 
Seed department has received extreme care and 
attention in the selection of what are most likely to 
Lp +r superior and beauriful lowers. 

es containing a large amount of informa- 
tom, gn on application. Papers of secds in each 
apartment for sale low by the dozen or gross. 

J. CRALagER 
4 King Strect, St. John, 

and in Digby, opposite Post office, 

I pf AI JRL 
a 

ERpagRome wend respocytull intimate to their 
a generally that they have on 

Y. weg c. A. Building, Charlotte st. 

a full supply of ¥ 

; DEE Eel of ay Hey Fea, Sugar 

ROCERIES 
, Dried 

ans, and 
articles usually fond in a first class Gro- 

-w 

“ods sent to any part of the city without extra |ing vi 

“TITUS & DYKEMAN Se—— 

Sredevicton Advertisements, 

XMAS 7/8. 
Grand display[of 

Toys and Fancy Goods. 

Handsome Lamps, Rich Bohemian China and Glass- 
ware, ‘“ A ene Silver-plated Ware] 

ELEGANT FURNITURE 

AT 

James G. McNally's, 
Corner Queen and York Sts., 

FREDERICTON. 
P. S,—What so suitable for a Christmas Present as 

some handsome and USEFUL article ® be e J a 
all the year around. 

THOMAS LOGAN 
FREDERICTON. 

Drsr Goods 
—AND— 

CARPETINGS. 
Our Stock is now complete in €very department. 

PRICES LOYVW. 

New and Seasonahle Goods 

ALWAYS ON HAND. 

Opposite Normal School. 

THOMAS LOCAN. 
juls 

{Importer of and Dealer in 

FLOUR CORNMEAL 
—AND— 

PROVISIONS, 

WEST INDIA GOODA. 

FREDERICTON N. B. 

ZR. EVERETT, 
Direct Importer and Dealer in 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 

HARDWARE! 
Has just completed his stock of 

HAYING TOOLS, 
consisting of 

Dunn RE Gag Clipper Scythes; None Such 
Seythes; Scythes; Canadian Clipper Scythes; 
Best landia hoes TScythes: ‘Patent American Sneaths; 
Best American Rakes; Hay Forks in 2and3 prom 
Fork Handles; Bush Scythes; Scythe Stones; Grind 
Stones. At lowest rates W holesale and Retail. 

Z. R. EVERETT. 
Also on hand, and Agent for William Anson Wood 

imported Ea le Mower, and the Wheeler and Melick 
Centennial Hay Rake. 

NORTH BRITISH and MERCANT 
INSURANCE COMPANY, 

OF EDINBURGH AND LONDON, 

ESTABLISHED IN 1809. 

) 

PRESIDENT : — 

His Grace the Duke of Roxborough, K. T. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS :—j 

His Grace the Duke of Sutherland, K. C.} 
His Grace the Duke of Abercorn, K. G. 
Sir John D. M. Lawrence, Bart, G.C.B. & K.S8.F. 

Paid and Subscribed Capital, - - - - - - $10,000.00 
Gross Fire Barpios and Reserve Fund, - - 3,700. 
Net Assets and Life Annuties, DE 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

THIS ope insures against loss or damage by 
Fire, Dwellings, Wounds 10ld Furniture, Farm Pro- 

perty, Merchandize, Vessels on Stocks or in Harbour, 
and other Insurable Pr i rty, on the most favorable 
erms. , This Company also pays for damage done by 
explosidbn of gas taking place within the building in- 
sured, 
Claims settled promptly without reference to the 

Head Office. 
LIFE DEPARTMENT. 

Ninety per cent of the profits arc allocated to those 
Assured on the Participating Scale. 

INDISPUTABILITY. 

After a policy has been five years in existence it’ 
shall be held to be indisputable and free from extra 
premiums, even if the assured should remove to an 
unhealthy Sumas 1 ey St 
For rates and other information apply at the office 

Armstrong's Building, Union Street, + ri bdy Ae 
street and Chipman’s Hill oo 

HE YX JACK 
oct12 GENERAL AGENT. 

Lamps, Oils, etc. 
Chandaliers, ! 

Table Brackets and Hand Lamps, 

Chimneys, Wicks and Burners 

—— AND CANADIAN OILS, 
For sale by 

J. B. CAMERON, 
may.l 

JUSTPUBLISHED SENT FREE 
ay of hd Street § Finanss, contain- 

for investors 
Baxter & Co., Publishers; Lid WalljStreet,New York.. 
ty oct3esnifl 


