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Christian Experience.

The Word of God reveals to us a system
of truth having reference to our state in
sin and God’s gracious provision made for
us in Jesus Christ. The Christian is one
who has become acquainted with himself
and with Christ. He acknowledges the
truth of the record setting forth his sin,
because he has felt the working of the
deadly poison in his own person. He is
also conscious of the renewing that comes
through Jesus in the witnessing of the
Spirit with his spirit in the birth of new
principles, purposes and ends in life.

Every Christian should have some defin-
ite experience of these things, that is, he
should, within the sphere of his own know-
fedge. be able to state semething definite
in relation to himself as a sinner, and as a
gaved man. If there be much indistinct-
ness in relation to these things there can-
not be that flow of joy inA¥e heart which
it is the Christian’s prigvilege to enjoy-
Christians, like the Samaritans of old,
should be able to say, “Now we believe,
) for we ourselves have heard and

Paul ~speaking within the range
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know.”
of his own experience said, “I know
and am persurded.” This conscious know-
ledge of our saved state is according to
tke provision and purpose of the Saviour,
for he said, He that believeth on the Son
has everlasting life. Heis a possessor of
the priceless boon 70w, and should draw
from the knowledge bf this fact an unfail-
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ing joy.

~Why should the children of a king

o mourning all their days?”’

PRather rejoice in the Lord, for praise 1s
comely for the upright.

For the spiritual good of others Christi-
ans should set forth the facts of their ex-
pt rience. In no way canone £0 effectual-
Iy set forth the truths of salyation so as to
impress the sinner as by telling what he
has ¢xperienced of the blight of sin and the

blessing of divine mercy. Johnbegan his
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first epistle with the assurance that what
he wrote of was what he had Aeard, what
he had seen with his eyes, what he had
looked upon, and his hands had handled
of the Word of life. When Christians
thus fortify their exhortations in the facts
of their own personal experience, they
command and retain the attention of many
whom they seek  to bless, because of the
aelf-evidencing power of truth. The book
may say many instructive things, the speak-
or may form a plausible argument, but the
man who from a heart filled witk the sense
of God’s forgiveness, speaks to men, who
Jike himself. need God’s mercey, and says
with tender gratitude, I obtained mercy,
he no longer gets the attention secured by
the enunciation of a plausible theory, but
awakens ah interest which always follows
the annouucement of a new and successful
experiment. Men cannot gainsay the pure
words and 1ife of the former wretched sin-
ner, and as he points the eyes of all to
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin
of the world, many will look 2nd live. A
deeper Christian “experience will enlarge
the joy ofits possesser, and the setting
forth of it will ' be blessed to the rescue
of those ready to pemh
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parnnth him. It hureeondy offered him
six months vication and an assistant pasto -
of his own w:;, and raised $4500 ad-
ditional to meet_the expom of this new
arrangement. The question, however, of
his remaining or go&lg o Olncago, is yet
undetermined: = :
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The Free Baptist Church in Carleton
was barned on the 27th ult. It was the
work of an incendiary. There was $4,000/
A reward of five hundred dol-

insurance.

— | lars has been offered for informiation lead-

ing to the detection of the person who com-
mitted the deed. We sympathize with
our brethren in the loss of their church
home and trust that soon they will arise
and build a house even better adapted to
their wants than the one so suddenly de-

stroyed.

It is necessary that those who owe for
their VisiTor since last May heed our ex-
hortations and send us the $2. It issmall
to you, but hundreds of such make it large
to us. Many to whom we bave . sent re-
minders threngh the Post office have for-
« Necessity knows no law,” and
hence our appeal. Heed it and you shall
have the benedictions of the KEditor.
Send direct to theoffice. Address, J. E.
Hopper, St. John. Complaints have been
madc about acknowlejgments not being
made. In every case the reason has been
that the maney was not sent to the proper
person. All sums received by the editor
are acknowledged at once, and if you do
not see the acknowledgment, write us for
something is wrong.

gotten.

The annual School Report for 1878
shows the attendance at the schools for
the Winter term to be 52,763, for the Sum-
mer term, 76,463, The figures reveal an
inereased attendance each year and term,
and more than this, they show an increase
in the number studying the higher
branches of education. In the Summer
term, 1,350 teachers were employed. and
in the Winter term, 1,301. These teachers
received as salaries: males, first class,
$533 ; female, first class, $363 ; males. sec-
ond class, $350 ; females, second class,
$203 : males, third class, $232; females,
third class, $185. These salaries are cer-

tainly very moderate.

The Superintendent suggests that instead
of County Grammar Schools there be three
Division High Schoyls, loc: -ated as follows :
one in Frederictonone in St. John, and
one in Chatham or Newcastle. We are
inclined to think that this change is prefer-
able to the present system. Also there is
a recommendation for improvement in the
system of School Inspection. Instead of
each County having an Inspector, it 18
proposed to divide the Province into In-
spectoral Divisions, of about 40,000 popu-
lation, and place an efficient man in
charge of each.

The Provinecial Normal School had an
attendance at the Winter session of 118,
at the Summer session of 136, As to the de-
nomination of ‘eachexs, the Baptists lead
all others in point of numbers, the Presby-
terians coming second, and the Free Bap-
tists third.

The Report reveals the existence in our
Province of a pretty thorough educational
machinery. If it is worked and driven as
it ought to be, the results will be apparent
to all. Much money is being spent on ed-
ucation, and a thorough and rigid sysgem
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of inspection should be had, such as is sug- |

gested, in order to give assurance that . il
adequate equivalent is' being gained. In
addition to the vigilant eye of the Super-
intendent, and the oversight cf other offi-
cials, parents shouald make themselves fam-

iliar wh
I g 5 %%“‘
best.
i An 3 \{
Tho 'l‘rlmblo QQ’ DOOM

The Dublin M, Iullﬂ. M
that the case in- Mury, in. wﬁiﬁ%

=5
BT el

"i Lol s

&

Rev. James Trimble and eisters arg plain-| of
| tiffs, has recently been decided in tlum‘

f;vor as the hewrs. It is decreed that the.

Mr, Trimble at the| .
explmmof %ﬁgolmh 60,000 | ;

pounds sterling ($800,000,) and to each of
his two mtgyi £15,000. Tho same amount,
the Me
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| One day last week Rev. J. Haytt Smith
' had 2 seat among the assembled Presbyters
at the Talmage trial in Brooklyn. We
would not be surprised to find him any-
where just now, except in an assembly of
Baptist Brethren. For years, as is well
known, he has been the avowed opponeng
of restricted ‘communion. -He has an
“open,door,” and his course hat been so
“liberal” that he has received nota little
applause from his Pedobaptist neighbors.
But recently he has shown such a breadth |
of liberality that this= applause has greatly
lincreased ; indeed. from the reports which
have appeared in certain journals, Mr.
Smith’s neighbors scem to be fairly wild
with delight.

The ocecasion of this hilarity we learn
frém the Chsistian Intelligencer. An in-
mate of St. Catherine’'s Roman Catholic
Hospital in Brooklyn, N. Y., reared a Pro-
testant, desired the attendance of a Pro-
testant clergyman as he drew near the end
of life. So Mr. Smith was summoned.

He was kindly received by the Sister in
charge, who introduced him to three ladies,
two of them Episcopalians, and one a Pres-
byterian. They all went to the ward
| where the sick man lay. Mr. Smith at
' once entered into conversation with him.
What then occured is narrated b:.' the In-
telligencer as follows:

“Mr Smith explained the natare of bap-
tism, and then when he had received as-
surance that the applicant for its adminis-
tration had a proper evangelical compre-
hension of its meaning and place, opénin"
the prayer-book of the Episcopal church,
he read slowly and distinctly the questions
contained in its form of baptism. Having
received the emphatic answers of the pen-
itent believer, the ministrant pext request-
ed the Sister to bring him a bowl of water,
which was done at once with a most lady-
like symyathy, so far as external manner
could give expression to her  feelings.
Then for the first time in his life. Rev. J.
Hyatt Smith crowned his ministry by an act
which brought him into visible . feilowship
with the whole body of believers, and
which demonstrated that he was no longer
in bondage to the narrowness of the letter.
He baptised Lawrence Stanton, sprinkling
his brow three times in the name of the
Father, the Soun, and the Holy Ghost.”

All this sournds very fine, and seems to
be full of the spirit of charity. Indeed the
Independent sketches the scene, and adds,
“We believe the angels were glad at the
sight.” . But let the scene be changed.
The Western Recorder suggests the fol-
lowing: “We will imagine that the unfor-
tunate parishioner referred to had been
once a member of Dr. Ormiston’s church.
The circumstances shall be identical with
the instance given, save that the young
man in the Hospital, under the "diligent
tution of the good sisters of Charity, has
concluded that to secure the safety of his
soul he must submit to the Romish rite of
of Extreme Unection. He sends for his
old pastor to peform the ceremony, and
the obliging Doctor borrows a breviary
from Bndget and 1 bottle of oil from his

wife’s sewing wmachine and
well s his rusty hwmdgb:x M
sacraments’ - will permit, to comfort his
suffering friend with Latin prayers and
machine oil. Now this suppoiu! ‘ceremo |
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these views & man held, it would preju- |

fences.” We shall have falth in its exhor-
tation as soon as it begins a erusade against
the peculiarities of its own denomination.
From our standpoint we can practice
Christian Charity without rejocing every
time a Methodist renounces itinerancy or
goes over to Rome to practice its mum-
meries.

A Layman’s View of it.
Mgr. EpiTOR

Allow a few words about unworthy min-
istbrs, suggested by your notice of the
communication of C. in the VisiTor of to
day and by the notice of the St. John
pastors concerning Rev. D. Burgess, pub-
lished some time ago.

And first, the notice of our worthy St.
John brethren contains a censure, either of
themselves,or of the Church of which Bro.
Burgess is a member. If they had previ-
ously exhausted all effort to secure his ar-
raignment before that church, then it has
been culpably negligent;in a matter of vital
importance. If they had not done so then
they have contravened the rights of that
church and of Bro. Burgess by their pnb—
lic announcement. We have ecclesiastic-
al order based on New Testament énact-
ments. Who has transgressed ?

Second, in regard to other cases hinted
at by C., has strenuous effort been made
to bring thesé- befere the proper ecclesi-
astical tribunal. We have too much inju-
rious talking, destructive to the reputation
and usefulness of our ministry. As aclass
they are noble and true. Are there a very
few exceptions? Then, instead of whole-
sale reflections, broadcast into the world
by the press, let there be wholesome, right-
eous purging of ourselves according to the
Word. Let this be done in solemn, silent,

holy grief.
A WaiLoM Lavyman.

April 2nd, 1879.

In reference to the above matter let it
be known that the St. John ministers had
considerable correspondence to find cut
the whereabouts of Mr. Burgess’ member-
ship. Each church written to had given
him a letter of dismission, and no church
being found of which we were positive he
was a member, and which was willing to
arraign him on the supposition that he
had not used his letter of dismission, we,
in view of most flagrant charges against
him in N. B., N. 8., and Ontario express-
ed our own conviction as ministers in the
Caution referred to. The Caution
is worth the weight of the names at-
tached to it neither more nor less. No
Church that we know of has had its
rights invaded.

. A Difference.

A sermon lately delivered in Chicago,
by Prof. F. L. Patton of the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary contaias some note-,
worthy points. We find the discourse re-
ported in the Chicago 7'mes and: assume
its substantial correctness. Note the fol-
lowing: * Pmbytenans believed that bap-,
tism was the symbol of the descent of the
Spirit of God upon the soul. =~ Baptists be.|
lieved that is was the symbol of the burial
of the body with- €htist: Whichever of
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it, to be fit to commune, and nhould he
urged to come to the Lord’s table. T
session was to examine the candidate ¢
see if he had safficiens knowledge ; and
not to ascertain whether his Iwart Was re
newed or not.”
The above statements, coming from g
able and respected teacher in a Presbyter
ian theological seminary, deserve though
ful attention. It is well for Baptists t
know, not only what they themselves b
lieve, but also what others around then
believe. We cannot afford to be ignorag
of the sign of the times. With tke aboy
statements before us, who ot us can fail
be impressed with the importance of 4
constant and most thorough study of
New Testament? If the Baptists are right
in their understanding of this boek, wh;
grave importance attaches to their mj
sion as a branch of the church of Christoy
earth !— Standard.

Letter from Burlington.

EpiTor VisiTor: :

A brief notice of some of the evenu]
now attracting attention may not be una
ceptable to many of your readers.

OUR COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

A widespreazi feeling of regret has bea
occasioned here by the resignation of Pro
Wortman, as Principal of this popular and
time-onoredh Institution. At the close of
the present term in June next, he will have
held the position during seven consecutive
years. His administration has afforded evi
dence of rare ability and adaptation t
meet the requirements of a difficult ad
responsible trust. As a scholar of mor
than ordinary attainments, and as an_ener
getic, pains-taking and successful teacher,
he has earned a reputation which wil
cause him to be remembered with grati
tude and respect by scores who have e
joyed the advantages of his instruction,
and will make the vacancy occasioned by
his removal a difficult one to supply.

Our Sunday School will lose an esteen-
ed Superintendent, and our Church one of
its most active and honored . member
Both in and out of the Church, Br
Wortman and his estimable wife, ha
made hosts of friends. Genial, warm
hearted, kind and true, their presence i
society is always welcomed, as a source of
enjoyment and cheer. By many excellen
qualities of mind and heart, they ende
ed themselves to a wide circle of friends
amongst whom their removal will be
garded with si regret. To their new
sphere they will wnh them the best
wishes of many attached Jfriends for the
future happiness and welfare of themselves
and family.
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Thg champion of this new ecclesiastios
order, or rather disorder, is the. Rev. J
Hyatt Smith, known to some of your real
ers as the author of the “Open Door.
He has been swinging around  the cire
for years in & rather dubious manuer, U
in one of his recent aM ’;ntws e
knocked his head against a
lic hocpml,“’utoﬁimld&nﬂl
tration oﬁ’%ﬂt;:;&ﬂ"‘ tsnm
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