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Peace A Fact and a Feeling.
DY Ii. SPURGEON.
RO, v, 1.— Therefore being justitied by faith. we

have peace with God thrd \.‘! our Lord Jesus Christ.’

[. Our first thnughts shall cluster
that most important of all matters—peace

about

with God.

Naturally we have
angry with us because we are sinful, and we
at variance with God because he
holy. God cannot agree with us— How
can two walk together except they be
agreed ”” And we cannot agree with God
—for ¢ the carnadl mind is enmity against
God, for it is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be.?  There
breach between the rebellious creature and
the righteous Creator.

Sad that it should be so, but such is the
case by nature with every man that is born
of woman. We are set against the Lord.
We kick against his providence, we rebel
against his commands, we resist his Holy
Spirit, we rejeet his love as manifested in
the death of Christ, and we should live and
die in this hostility if it were not for
almighty grace. Before ever we can enjoy
peace within our hearts there must be a
state of peace established between us and
God.  We must submit ourselves to the
Lord, and he must forgive the past, and
make with us a covenant of peace, or else

no peace. God 1s
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there is no peace; for « theredsmo peace,
aaith my God, unto the wicked.”

HOW WE GAIN PEACE,

[.et me briefly explain to you the way in
which we come to possess peace with God.
We are ceriminals condemned, though we
do not consider ourselves to be in such
We persist that we are

a
critical condition.
righteous, we decline to acknowledge the
jurisdiction of the law, and we refuse to
own the justice of the sentence. There-
fore, before we can have peace with God
we must be brought into court, hear the
mdictment preferred against us, and be
When thus
must put in our pleading.
Dost thou say, “Not guilty 77 Then,
man, thou challengest thine accuser to
bring forward the evidence which will soon
spoil thy conceit, and crush thee with its
weight.  But before there can be peace be-
tween us and God we must with all our
heartssplead ¢« Guilty.” We must confess
the truth, for God will never agree with
liars, nor with those who indulge self-de-
ception. Heisa Ged of truth, and dis-
semblers can have mo communion with
him. Being guilty, we must take the place
of the guilty: it is our proper position,
and 1t is due to the Judge of all the earth
that we take it ; to refuse to do so is con-
tempt of court. There is mercy for a sin-

put on trial. arraigned we

9

ner, but there is no mercy for the man who
“If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
but if any man say
that he no sin he is a liar, and the truth is
not in him, and there cannot be peace be-

tween him and God while he is in that hu-

will not own himself a sinner.

forgive us our sins ;”

mor.

It seems a stern demand, and very gall-
ing to our pride, to have to stand in the
dock, and in answer to the question of
“ Guilty or not guilty ¥’ to reply, ¢ Guilty,
Lord, guilty. Whatever the consequences
may be, guilty.” But to some of us it no
longer seems to be hard, because we could
not now plead otherwise. We are so con-
scious of our guilt that we cannot escape
from a sewse of it. “If I wash myself
with snow water, and make my hands
never so clean, yet shalt thou plunge me
in the ditch, and mine own clothes shall
abhor me.”

We cannot look upon a single day with-
out being convinced of sin; and in review-
ing our past lives from our childhood, we
are over and over constrained to blush at
the memory of our waywardness and our
wilfulness, our perverseness and our pro-
vocation. The faults and the follies that
have tracked our course haunt us, till our
very looks would tell the truth though, our
tongues were silent. To plead guilty has
now become a positive though a painful
relief to us; it is the ending of a vain show
which we found it hard to keep up; ‘it is
coming to the bottom of the matter, and
knowing the worst of our case.

Dear hearer, before thou canst have

peace with heaven, thou must take up thy

true position, and plead guilty. I pray the
Holy Spirit to lead thee to do so. It is
his work to convince us of sin, and if he
shall exercise hi¢ divine office upon any of|"
us, we shall no longer profess, like thel
Pharisee that we are not as other men, but

like the publican we shall heartily pray,|

no sin,fhatwexmghtbe made the right-

Supposing that, with confusion of face,
contrition of heart and aroused conscience,
we own and acknowledge our inexcusable
cuilt, the next thing requisite to our peac
is that we should admit the justice of the
divine sentence, and reverence instead of
1‘0\'iling the Judge of all the earth, against
whom we have so grossly revolted. There
are men who will say, «“Yes, I am guilty
and sinful, but still the penalty is out of
proportion to my criminality ; I cannot be-
lieve that God will deal so severely Wlth
the offences of his creatures.’

Now, however rational such reflections
may sound, they certiinly are not accept-
able with with God. Of this thing, my
friend, I warrant thee—if the Holy Spirit
has ever shown thee sin in its natural hid-
eousness and deformity, thou wilt think
nothing too bad for it. Thou wilt cry
from the depths of thy soul, “Let it be
condemned, let it be punished.”

I would not, if I could, lift a finger to
prevent God from punishing sin. What-
soever a man soweth, that must he reap;
the result of sin must follow its commis-
sion. The foundations of society would
be undermined and there would be no liv-
ing in the world if there were no laws, or
if laws migyt be violated with impunity.
There would indeed be no proof that there
was a great Judge of all the earth if he
did not do right, and if he does right he
must punish sin, for it ought to be pun-
ished. Were I the Judge of quick and
dead, the first thing I would do would be
to condemn myself, for I deserve condem-
nation and punishment. Neither would it
vield my heart the least comfort to be told
that God could wink at sin. I want not
such a God, meither could I endure to think
that the law of righteousness was thus re-
laxed. My conscience would not be re-
lieved of a sense of obligations I .could not
deny, nor of impurities I could not cleanse,
nor of wrongs I could not rectify, by a sus-
f)icion that the Majesty of heaven had
threatened a damnation which did not ex-
ist.

I pray thefSpirit of God to bring you,
my hearer, not only to be convinced of sin
but of righteousness and of judgment to
come. God is righteous in fixing a day in
which he will judge the world by the man
Christ Jesus, according to our gospel.

This appears to be a painful process, to
be bound to confess your guilt, and then
to bare yonr neck to the sword of ven-
geance, and to say, “ Thou wilt be justified
when thou judgest, and wilt be ciear when
thou condemnest, for against thee, thee
only have I sinned, and done this evil in
thy sight;” yet there cannot be any peace
with God till we come to it, because there
can be no peace with the God of truth
where there is any prevarication. Lasting
peace must be founded upon everlasting
truth. The fact is, we are guilty, and we
deserve the punishment which God appor-
tions to guilt, and we must agree with that
truth, grim as it looks, or else we cannot
be friends with God.

The next essential to our receiving jus-
tification is this : the prisoner is guilty,sen-
tence is pronounced, and ‘he admits the
righteousness of it ; he is asked if he has
anything to say why the sentence should
not be executed, and he stands speechless ;
and now comes in the abounding mercy of
God, who, in order to our peace, finds a
substitute to bear our penalty, and reveals
lo us this gracious fact. He puts his' Son
into the sinner’s place. Voluntarily doth
the divine Saviour take upon himself our
nature, and come under the law, and by a
sovereign act Jehovah lays upon him the
iniquity of us all. That sin having been
laid on Christ, he has borne it and carried
it away. In his own body he bore it on
the tree. The transgressions of his people
were made to meet upon his devoted per-
son : those five wounds tell what he suff-
ered, that marred countenance bears the
tokens of his inward grief, and that cry—
“ My God, my God, why hast thou forsak-
en me ?”—indicates to us, as far as we are
able to understand it, what he endured|d
when he stood in the sinner’s stead, the
sin-bearer and the sacrifice.

When the Lord enables the soul to per-
ceive that Christ stood in its stead, then
the work of appropriating ‘the justification
is going on. - Christ died * the just for the
‘unjust, that he might bring us to God,” for:
he “made him|to be sin for us; who knew

eotsness 6f God in him.” He was “made | %
a curse for us: as it ‘is>written, Cursed ' is
every ofié that hangeth on-a tree,” Chist
hath once suffered for ¢ nn, m& this i u“ tbe
foundﬂio‘ ‘of our peace.

The polat wherein fanth comes into con-
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did come and
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i when faith  believes |l

of grace, and rests in it, and says, “ Now I
see how God is just, and smites Christ in
my stead. Secing he cendemned me/be-
e |fore T had personally sinned, because of
Adam’s sin, I see how he can absolve me,
though I have no righteousness, because of
Christ’s righteousness. In another did I
fall, and in another do I rise. By one
Adam I was destroyed : by another Adam
am I restored. I seeit. I leap for joy as
I see it, and I accept it as from the Lord.”
This is not quité all, for now here stands
the guilty one, who has owned the sent-
ence, and he has seen the sentence execut-
ed upon auother. What then? He takes
his place as no longer liable to that sent-
ence. The penalty cannot be exacted
twice. ' It were neither in accord with hu-
man or divine righteousness that two indi-
viduals should be punished for the same
offence unless both were guilty. When
God devised the plan of substitution, the
full penalty demanded of the guiltless
surety was clearly intended to bring ex-
emption to the guilty sinners. That Jesus
should suffer vicariously, and yet those for
whom he paid the quittance in drops of
bleod should obtain no acquittal could not
be. When God laid sin. upon Christ, it
must have been in the intent of his heart
that he would never lay it on those for
whom Christ died. So then there stand-
eth the man who was once guilty, but he
is no more condemned, because another
has taken upon him the condemnation to
which he was exposed.  Still more, inas-
much as the Lord Jesus Christ came volun-
tarily under the law, obeyed the law, ful-
filled the law, and made it honorable, ac-
cording to the infinite purpose and will of
God the righteousness of Christ is imputed
to the believer. While -Christ stands in
the sinner’s place, the believing sinmer
stands in Christ’s place, As the Lord
looked upon Christ as though he had been
a sinner, though he was no ginner, and
dealt with him as such, so now the Lord
looks upou the believing sinner as though
he were righteous, though indeed he has
no righteousness of his own; and he loves
him and delights in his perfect comeliness,
regarding him as covered with the mantle
of his Redeemer’s righteousness, and as
having neither spot nor wrinkle nor any
such thing.
This is wonderful doctrine, but it is the
doctrine of the Word of God. It is the
doctrine whereon faith can feed and rest,
and when faith receives it she says to the
soul, “ Soul, thou art free from sin, for
Christ has borne thy sin in his own body
on the tree. Soul, thou art righteous be-
fore God, for the righteousness of Christ is
thine by imputation. Without any werks
of thine own thou art yet justified accord-
ing to the righteousness of faith, even us
faithful Abraham, of whom it is written,
¢ He believed God, and it was counted to
him for righteousness.” ” This is a won
derful exchange, the putting of Christ
where the sinner was; and of the sinner
where Christ was.
And now, what does the court say?—
The court says, “ Not guilty, absolved, ac-
quitted.”
THE RESULT.

By this process we have come to the
truth before God, and ‘wé have dwelt with
each other on the line of truth. There has
Been no fabrication 6r falsehood.  Justice
has been vindicated, mercy has been mag-
nified, and we are justly forgiven. Strange
fusion of vehement grace and vindictive
wrath ! “Behold how judgment and mercy
have linked hands together in the person
of the dying, bleeding, rising Son of God.
This is the way by which we obtain justi-
fication. '

The soul may well have a settled peace
when it has realized and received such a
justification as this, seeing it is a peace
consistent with justice. ' The Lord has not
winﬁed* at sin ; ‘he has ot treated sin as if
it were a mﬂe ; ‘the Lord "has punuhed
t ion and'iniquity. “The rod has
been made to fall, and the 'blessed shoul-

Vun? infliction. If justice had néver
been satisfied the human conscience 6n’ld

of uncenditiondl mercy would never have

conscience would wel¢ome the tidin

of gur Lord have been made to sthart|

not have been.content. ;| The proclamatio‘n‘

‘satisfied a human mind.. If, we hd to
preach to you that God forgave you irfe-
speétive of an: atonement, no ﬂn*ened
; we

II. 1 now come to the second part of}
this subject, which is this: Faith brings us
into the state of peace which I have ex-
plained, and afterwards faith gives us the
sense of peace. « Therefore being justified
by faith, we have peace with God.”

Will you please to notice that the sense
of peace follows upon the state of peace.
We do not get peace before we are justi-
fied, neither is peace a means of justifica-
tion. No, brethren, we are justified first.
“While we were yet withont strength; in
due time Christ died for the ungodly.”
God justifies the ungodly. We have mno
peace till that is done. At least there may
seem to be peace, a horrible peace—the
peace of death and of daring presump-
tion—when man says, ¢« Peace, peace,”
when there is no peace, and talks, about
rest when he has a conseience seared  as
‘with a hot iron—and a mind drugged with
presumption, so that he sleeps : that awful
sleep which is the presage of waking up in|
hell. From such peace may God deliver
us! But real peace—the peaceiof God
and peace with God—must. spring -out of
our being justified in the way which I have
been trying to-describe. Theman who is
justified, according to the text, at this mo-
ment has a sense of peace with God, but
this is only true of those who by faith are |
justified. =
There be some among youw who, I trust,
gre really believers in Christ, who are con-
stantly prone to fret and say, “ 1 have no
lasting peace. I ami a believer in Jesus,
and I have a measure of peace at times,
but I do not enjoy fulness of peace.” Well,
now we must look at this a little, and the
more clesely we inspect it the ‘more con-
vinced we shall be that peace is the right
of every believer. What is there now bes
tween himand God? Sin is forgiven.
What is more, righteousness is imputed.
He is the object of -eternal love: he is
more than that-—he is the object of divine
complacency. God sees him in his Son,
and loves him. Why should he not be at
peace ? “ Let not your heart be troubled :
ye believe in God,” said Jesus, “ believe
also in me.”

Christian, there is no ground of quarrel
between you and your heavenly Father,
God for Christ’s sake has forgiven you.
To you the Lord virtually says, “Come
now, and let us reason together; though
your sins be as searlet, I have made them
as wool. Though they be red like crim-
son, T have already made them as snow.”
When he says, “They shall be,” he 'is
speaking to the sinner; but to you they
are so. You are justified. Why have
you not peace, then? You have a. claim
to it, and you ought to enjoy it. What is
the reason why you do not possess it? I
will tell you. Itis your unbelief. You
are justified by faith, remember; and it'is
by faith that you obtain peace with God;
and when you are doubting and fearing in-
stead of simply believing—when you ' are
questioning and grumbling, then it is that
you lose your peace ; but in proportion as
your faith stands, so will your peace mth
God abide.

Most assuredly we do enjoy peace' with
God in “'this respect—that’'we know he
loves us. He would niot ‘have ‘given his
'Son to die for s if he had rfot‘ 'He would
not have devised this lﬁ‘atclﬂéu plan of
justification if he had not 1oved ds.” More.
over, we feel ' fervent lové' to' him'' in re-
turn. 'We do not love him as we wish ‘'to
do, not as we hope to' do, but’ we' do love
him for all that. We ean say, « Ldrd, thou |
knowest ‘all things ; tk&n knowest that I
love thee

EXTENT OF THE PEACE.

péace we make' daily, hourly proof, for
now we are not afraid to go to out cove-
nant 'God for all necessary. things, and to
seek his face for help in time . of trouble.
| why, to some of us this resorting to God

pens but 'we fly to him for counsel or -suec-
cor. ' We no longer ask leave to.do so; for
'he has given to us the private key angd the

as| you delight in-anything g‘lse you will

OIIthe excellence and virtue  of this’

'has become 80 habitual; that we epeak with{ '
him every hour of the day. ' Nothing hap- |-

. This peace with God makes
in him. I am sure that ev ery soy
that has been justified by faith deligy
God. You do not always feel hip
near, but, when he is near, it is t},
your spirit. W hat are the best g4
piest moments you ever know ? Ay,
not those in which you have comy
with God? What days can yo
upon with the greatest  satisfactiy,
ardently wish to have repeated ? Ay,
mot those in-which his-magesty anq ,
have been so revealed to your Spirit
with mingled awe and sweetness vou
realized intensely his power and i
ence ?

O what a good God he is! Byq,
are, how;good heis! Now, take cyr
you indulge-in, this delight very ofte

idolater; but'he hnssaid, “ Delight
in ghe Lord, and he will give thee {|
sire of thy heart “¥You'cannot be 1
lighted with your God. I8 he not |
tion itself?. . Are we not, in all e
re]mced to have such a God? W,
not have one attribute changed nor g
pointment of his soveréign ‘will in the
degrée’ moveéd from 168 Order. ' Let}
as he is, and do as he pleases, and oy
shall deh ht in him. “ Yea, thoy
Slay ‘mé, yet will'T trast id" blm o
when you can delight in.God, thoug
cannot delight-in yourself, it shows
you have peace with him, and are
fied.

One more evidence of. being at
with God is when you can with con
look forward te thetime of your dey
out of this werld, and say, “I can
thou, O Lord, be with me.” Whe
can M-&h&hmm were s
just now ;

‘““Bold shall I stand in that great day,
For who aught to'my charge shall lay?
While tbrough thy blood absolved I ax
From sin’s tremendous curse and shan
we are not afraid of the day of judg
bécause we have peaece  with
hence we are net afraid to die.
There is’econcord and harmony be
the righteous God and his redeeme
ple, and hence fear is' banished. . H
given to us his Spirit to dwell i
hearts, end now we desire that each
wish may be prompted by his will.:
mind is agreéd with thé mind of G
wishes us to be holy, and we wish
holy. He would kill sin in us, and
to have it killed. He wishes us to!
and we desire to obey. He would
seek his glory, and we desire that he
be glorified in us; in our whole spiri
and body. ' The linés of our life ru
lel with the life of - God, though
lower level. We can never be ask
the glory of his'nature, but still we
to be holy as he is hely. « The life
us is divine, for we have been bg
again by himself, and henceforth we
Christ, :md Christ in us, and so we
peace with God:
Go your way, my bnthren, and #
this peace. ' Bathe your weary
seas of "heavenly rest until you oo
the place where not & wave of troab
ever roll across your peaceful breast
the very God of peace sametify you
rmdsprewvoayw.blmoldu unto th
ing-of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Fail
he that calioth you, who ralso mll
A.mon.,
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; and when faith ac-|have
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