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The Christian Fistor, 

Saint John, N. B. August 20, 1879. 

Dr. Weaver's Baptism. 

A brother who thinks we did injustice 

in our remarks on Dr. Weaver's baptism 

in our last issue, sends us the following 

letter from Dr. Weaver, giving his reasons 

for his rebaptism. We however fail to 

«ee that the reasons are sufficient, or that 

they justify his course. Roger Williams 

was baptized by a layman, and he jo turn 

baptized him and his brethren. We don’t 

think it necessary to fulfil either the letter 

or spirit of Christ's command, to insist 

that they should have been nil baptized 

over again, by some baptized man. If the 

links in the baptized chain arc to be count- 

ed up, we fear great difficalty will be 

found in finding them all. Baptists care 

little for apostolic succession in the sense 

of unbroken chain of authorized 

administrations. We have Christ's 

mand, and have obeyed it whether all our 

predecessors have or not: 

an 

come 

Dear BrerureEx,—Having determined, 

after mature deliberation and careful 
prayer, to be re-immersed, I deem it my 

duty, in view of the past, to give you my 
reasons for the sect. T'have taken this 
step—First, because I believe, as I have 
always believed and stated, that the act in 
my case was irregular. Whenit is possible, 
it1s one’s duty to correct an irregularity. 
Second, because I have fallen into doubt 

as to the validity of an bamersion perform- 
ed by an unauthorized administrator. 
Third, because I find my position, hitherto, 
not in harmony on this subject with a 
large majority of Baptists, especially of 
the ministers of Kentucky and of the 
South, with whom my interests are identi- 

fied ; hence my influence is broken and my 

power to do good weakened. Moved by 
these considerations, I have this day, July 

5, 1879, been baptized by Dr. J. P. Boyce. 
1 have determined for two reasons, hence- 

forth to advise against the reception of 
what are called “alien immersions” by the 
churches—first, because of their irregu- 
larity; second, because I do not desire to 

have any one put into the same painful 
position in which I have been placed for 
years by the act of the late beloved Dr. 
Wm. Vaughan, and the Bloomfield Baptist 
church, in receiving me upon such an 

immersion. Nothing but loyalty to Jesus 
Christ, and a desire to do more good 
could have induced me to take this step. 
Humbly, and in the fear of God I have 

acted, desiring the advancement of his 
cause, which I love more than my life. 

J. M. Weaver. 
Louisville, Ky., July 5. 
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Tue Catalogue of Horton ( Jollegite 

Academy for 1879-80 is before us, And pre- 

sents a creditable exhibit. Thond are sep- 

arate staffs of Instructors for the Male and 

Female Departinents, as well ag separate 

buildings fitted up with modem comforts 

and appliances. The most important ad- 

ditions to the Teaching force are Mr. J. B. 

Hall, Ph. D., Vice-Principal] of the Male 
Department and Miss Mary E. Graves, 

Graduate of New London Foutivust N. H, 

Principal of the Female D¢partment. Both 

these teachers have had experience and 

success in the profession, and they will, we 

are assured, contribute much to the ‘pros 

perity of the Institution. The course of 

instruction embraces a4 Classical, Literary, 

Teachers, and Commercial Course. The 

former is preparatory for College, the sec- 

ond is designed for Young Ladies, the 
third is for candidates for licenses to teach 
in the Public S¢hools, and the last to quai 
ify for business pursuits. It will thus be 
seen that adequate provision is made for 

all. Our young people will find that no 

other xchool in the Maritime Provinces in 

ings fn sracon in appliances, and 
in inspiying surroundings, equals the im- 
portant/ educational centre which ‘graces 
the hill overlooking the home of Evange- 
line. / The fall term begins September 3rd. 
For information as to expenses etc., apply 
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IT appears that the “hard times ” have 

had quite a dampening influence upon the 
prosperity of theatres. If this be so, even 

the “hard times”; are not. deyoid of good 

results. The time, we hope, has come 

when people have learned, not only the 

foolishness, but the evil of going to places 
of doubtful amusement. Time and money 

are too precious for that which « satisfyeth 

not.” The Presbyterian Witness in 

speaking of the failure of a theatre in 

Halifax very aptly remarks :— 

“We are not prepared to regret the failure of 
the theatrical performances in this city to pay. 
On the contrary, we would regard with great 
satisfaction such a spirit of economy as would 
prevent citizens from wasting money in theatres 
and such a spirit of conscientious regard for the 
preciousness of time as would prevent their 
wasting their hours there; and such a keen ap- 
preciation of the danger of **evil communica- 
tions” as would restrain them from patronizing 
any doubtful amusement. There 1s a higher 
vocation for men and women than performing 
in theatres-—such a vocation, for example, as 
tilling the soil; and there are more profitable 
ways of expending mouey and time than at 
theatres, Hence, the wail of the theatrical folk 
who sought to make money here and could not, 
fails to touch our feelings.” 

WE learn with sorrow that our beautiful 

Baptist headquarters in Bosten, Tremont 

Church worshipped. Our Missionary 

Union had its offices, and the New Eng- 
land branch of the Publication Society 

was there located. We know not as yet 

how far our brethren have lost. We ap- 

pend the telegraph dispatch: 

Despatches Sunday morning announced that 
the previous night Tremont Temple, in Boston, 
had been partially destroyed by fire. Later 
advices state that the flames got under good 
headway before the engines got fairly at work. 
The roof was destroyed and a portion of the 
walls on the side and rear fell in almost com- 
pletely destroying the building. The fine or- 
gan, near which the fire broke out, is destroyed, 
and the building very thoroughly gutted. 
Several firemen were injured but none were 
dangerously hurt. The loss will reach $200,000; 
insurance $100,000. 

ONE of the most recent and scholarly 
works on the interpretation of the New 
Testament is that of Dr. I.nmer, Professor 

in the University of Berne. 
most frank manner, fully concedes what 
Baptists contend for. He says on Matt. 
28. 19, that we have some MSS. making a 
change in a word for ecclesiastical reasons, 
viz.: the baptizontes of most and best 
MSS. is changed in some to read baptisan- 
tes, ““ doubtless on the ground that after 

the third century infant baptism became 
common.” 

Temple, is burned. , In it the Temple} 

He, in the | 

, see and hear what pleases 
please, vote away 

uals, whe pay an 
Convention meeting 
them, slip out when they plea 1 
money that may be neither in possession or in 
prospect, and in so doing bind nv one—so far 
as they are concerned—to its payment. 

After pointing out some unfortunate and 

anomalous results that have aecrned from 

the present system, the writer adds,—and 

we give his suggestions and their reasons 

entire :— 

There is a more excellent way. Let the 
churches send to the Convention properly ac- 

credited delegates, representing their intelli- 
gence and piety, knowing their resources, con- 
veying their views, having power to bind them 

to what the majority of the deligates in Con- 
vention decide upon, or else to protest in con- 

stitutional form. 

What advantage would re-organization on 
this basis have over the present mode ? Much 
every way. 

(1). There ald be no lack of delegates, for 
sad charch wound feel ayy had Lack. at 
stake, and would send representative men to 
protect and promote them. 

(2). The highest wisdom, broadest intelligence, 
and deepest piety of our people would be secur- 
ed,—for the position of a deligate would be one 
of homor and authority. 

(3). The youthful energy, enthusiasm and 
vigor of our churches would be brought into 
action, the churches gladly bearing the expenses 
of sending as their messengers young men of 
promise who are now unable to bear the cost. 

(4). There would bé occasions for enlighten- 
izg the members of the churches as to our de- 
nominational work such as do not now present 
themselves, (a)in discussing and instructing 
the delegates as to church’s views upon the; 
questions on which they will be expected to 
vote, before sending them; and (b) in bearing 
the reports of the delegates upon their return. 

(5). The delegates assembled in Convention 
would each feel a personal and pressing respon- 
sibility to know all about everything that was 
being said or done; and their constant, earnest 
attention to the business would be assured, 
while every man would speak with. authority 
and caution. No frivolous motions could be 
passed, and no important business hurried 
over. 

(6). The officers of the Convention could 
learn the position, resources, and needs of each 
church from the lips of gS pm and 
competent to speak on the ch ’s behalf, and 
not on behalf of any individual. - 

(7). The delegates would feel constitutionally. 

Pledges, and they would therefore be careful in 
voting, 
These are not the only advantages of Church 

representation; but we submit them as suffici- 
ently strong to be used in re-consideration of 
this point. 

Much of this seems applicable to us. 
We have long thought we were too lax in 
our attention to the matter of representa- 
tion in the Convention, The Constitution 
as regards membership is very broad in its 
provisions. Our practice is still broader. 
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NEXT week there will 

Baptist isstied. 

We wish him bon voyage, and hope to fos 
low his example and treat ourselves, by 
thé kindly indulgence of-but “pations, to a 
week's respite after the Convention. - 
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THE Rev. James A. Spurgeon has com- 
pleted his arrangements for his promised 
vigit to Canada and the United States. | 

Ini: Mi: Report, two weeks ago for 
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For the Visitor. 

A 

T i nd Helper e_of the stian Hel 
he ING OAS0 oi ditation in the 
Convention 6f Ontario and Quebec.” The 
writer argues that neither ial nor 

individuals, as such, should have a 

Her husband accompanied Her to England | {a3 

The editor’ takes a vaca 
tion of ‘a week, and is off 'tJ ‘the’ seasidgis 

—
 

minated or ‘the Constitution should be eli 

TH ¥ “33 NAH 
Ld 
dat » y 

“or 3 beyf 

wr, 
w AAT 

ve, a 
EAS L REE RAW mye nal resolu 

ET A RAY 

this year, and there is the Convention yet. 
resolutions has grown from This crop of n 

on Babi wight lvhe él doing 

duce only resolutions! And this is often 
all they do. We gather fervor and desire 
all'the year. "We move tedolutions and, 

ith e 
ini thing has 

been done or will be, done, we go home to 
gather stem’ ‘to blow ‘off another year! 

RCE AvISIt Th 
. 

IY Bel JT | Sad ERTUINTY SNES 
i Me 'y : 

Whe id ’ ac mA 

471.00 BY PROY. D. M. WELTON. 
Plantar agdl gets, ot any oof 
util, Bl BREE 1 i _——" 

ine Gamma o& BUT FRU HE 

There is little descriminating inquiry as to- 

part of their | 

their true 

persuading others to follow their example. 
{But with a school at Wolfville of a char 
acter to command their confidence and re- 
spect, I feel persuaded that the great ma- 
jority of our ministerial students would. 
give it their patronage. Under any cir- 
cumstances I would certainly have them 
enjoy the largest liberty in choosing a 
place in which to pursue their Theological 
studies. They could not be expected to 
content themselves with an inferior train- 
ing merely for the purpose of encouraging 
home institutions. But it is not an inferior 
training I am contending for, but rather 
one fully meeting the wants of the denom- 
ination and the demands of the time. 

If, however, adequate provision is not 

made for our young. men at Wolfville, it 
can no longer be a question whether they 

‘will geek Theological ‘insbraction there 

or go abroad for it; in that case they must 
go abroad for it. Where, it might be 

asked, is the consistency of the complaint 
that they go to Newton and will continue 
to go there, while yet the necessity is laid 
upon them of doing so ? Why should they 
notr goto. Newton:or elsewhere, if they 
cannot find what they want at home ? 
But let provision be made for instruction in 
all the branches of a complete Theological 
course at Wolfville; and then'if itis passed 
by, it will not certainly be the fault of those 

by whom the provision’ is made. 

But we are told by some that such pro- 
vision not only would be passed by but 
ought to be, on account of the change of 
scene and circumstance—the inspiring con- 
tact with men of distinguished ability 
which the student would enjoy in sach a 
place as Newton, in the neighborhood of 
such a eity as Boston. There cannot be 
in Wolfville, we are told, such a 'back- 
ground for Theological study as Boston 

as well as morally, bound to carry out theirig gn plies'to’ Nowlond In a word, the The. 

‘ological student is advised to go where he 
can see most of the world. 

Now it is certainly well for the student, 

—for every fiinngin fict—to see as much 
of the wor # sib e. Every person 
who can it. ¢gnvenient to do so 
should plan to see Boston before he dies. 
Nor-should he &tdp even there. He should 
extend his travels as far as New York and 

Washington. “Ie would doubtless find it 
profitable to visit Niagara Falls, the Yo- 
semite Valley, and the Mammoth Cave of 
Kentucky. A trip across the Atlantic to 
see the renowned cities and men of the old 
world would also be of immense benefit to 
to him. ' It would be the humblest ambi. 
tion that would content itself with simply 

its thought and culture by studying in its 
vicinity! al ' 

But if. Boston were everything /it is 
thought by some to be, and a little more 
besides, how does it become necessary to 
go to Newton for the purpose of seeing it ? 
Indeed, it might be asked how it is possi. 
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away, and while the student is in one place 
he cannot be in the other, any more than 

nportant that Thelological stady. should 
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lying between them. It may be said that 
the proximity of Newton to Boston makes 
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are probably the greatest of any Theelogi- : 

who will bes useful neoession to th 

Newton than can be provided at Wolfville, 
ail ier men ¢an hardly be blamed for 
seeking it in the former place. But to aq. 
vise them to go to Newton for the purpose 
of seeing the world is simply moonshine, 
To tell them, as some of them have beg 
told, that by going to Newton they wi] 
make men of themselves, is to indicate, in. 
deed, and easy path to greatness; but i 
has not always proved-a sure one. The 
excellent instruction of Newton has failed 
in a good many instances to-make men of 
those who have received it, while many 
persons have succeeded in making men of 
themselves without it. The truth is, if na 
ture and grace have not done their neces 
sary part for the ministerial student, a 
the Institutions in the world will not make 
him an able, useful, and acceptable 
preacher. 
And if it is true that adequate Theolog. 

ical instruction should be provided for our 
young men at Wolfville rather than a 
Newton, it is equully true that it should be 
provided for them at Wolfville rather 
than at any other place. Some persons 
among us would be glad to see our Theo 
logical School established in Halifax, oth. 
ers, in St. John. But a contending for 
either place could only have a disastrous 
effect A dividing and weakening the 
body. The demand of the hour is united, 
hearty action, in all our denom.inationi 
enterprises. The healthy air, the beauty 
ful outlook, the classic associations of Wolf. 
ville bring it peculiarly near to heaven, and 
make it a favorable place for study, both 
‘Theological and general. 

It appears, however, to be the opinion 
of some that complete Theological instruc. 
tion should not be attempted at Wolfville, 
but only enough to meet the wants of par 
tial-course students and others who would 
otherwise enter upon the” work without 

rep But a 
attempt of this kind would end in com 
plete failure: it would not retain even par 
tial-course students—so easy have been 
made the terms of their admission at New. 
ton—and it would come far short of meet- 
in the demands of the denomindtion. Au 
attempt of this kind might vossibly do for 

| a beginning, but I cannot believe - that 1 
single individual among us would agree to 
making it the end. Surely the Theologic 
al Department should be ‘let grow if it 
will. Any legislation to the contrary 
would be umworthy any person calling 
himself a Baptist. : 

© Yet once more it is said: We need 1 
strong Theological Department at Wolf 
ville, and would establish it at once if we 
only had the means;. but our present 
heavy financial responsibilities oblige us to 
postpove the idea. Tt is very true: the de 
nomination cannot ‘accomplish everything 
at once. But whether everything should 
be done for the College and the two De 
partments of the Academy before anything 
is done for the Theological Department; 
whether the present scale of experiditure 

so modified as to save the salary of at les 
one professor for the Theological Dep 
‘ment without at all interfering with their 
efficiency,~~are questions well’ worth cor 

sidering—questions which it ‘is hoped vil 

coming Convention. . Joining: in this hop 
I conclude what I have to say for the pre 

ent'on Theology #t Wolfville. ) alidigry * 
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