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THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR.

" Sabbath School Department.

[(From the Christian Helper.]
International Bible Lessons.’
Liesson m_sanuary 19.
THE MISSION OF NEMEMIAMN,

Neh. ii. 1-8.

3‘1};‘,’“S\e‘;'ei?m’“;’;“hﬁﬂé’r‘v‘;%e%ﬂ&"i‘;x'a
Fnlld »—Neh."ii. 20.

Time, B. C. 445. About 12 years after the
close of the Book of Ezra, 70 years after the
dedication and 91 years after the first return
from captivity. 'The events of the Book of
Esther occurred during the interval between
the dedication® of the second temple and the
mission of Nehemiah.

Place, Persia, Shushan (250 miles south-east
of Babylon.)

Book of Nehemiah. Nehemiah himself was
doubtless the author of most of the book. From
the beginning as far as ch. vii. 6, and from
ch. xii. 27 to the end the authérship is evi-
dently Nehemiah’s, but the middle part is per-
haps by another hand. This can only be proved
however of some few verses (chap. xii. 11, 22,
93,) where the lists of priests and Levites are
carried down a century later than the time of
Nehemiah. The main history. of the book
covers a period of twelve years, -extending to
the 110th year after the captivity. The book
furnishes the latest canonical records of the
0ld Testament history.

‘Nehemiah. He was a man of noble and Jofty

character. ves the splendor of a court
for toil an hip among his own poor peo-
ple. A moreselfish man could have given

plausible reasons for remaining beside the king.
But he goes to the work of the Lord, and by
his zeal and patience and generosity, incited
other workers to great deeds. He seems to
have felt God near him all the time, and is con-
stantly making appeals to him. These pious
ejaculations are a peculiar feature of his book.
Nehemiah’s character appears to us without
blemish. This Nehemiah must be carefully
distinguished from. two other persons of the
same name, mentioned once in Ezra ii, 2, and
Neh. vii. 7, and the other in Neh. iii. 16.

Connection.

The last lesson closes with the dedication of
the temple, in Ezra vi. The next chapter, Ezra| ..
vii.,, gives an account of Ezra’s caravan;- whioh
set out for Jerusalem nearly sixty years after-
wards. (The Book of Esther contains the only
biblical record of events transpiring within that
long interval.) After giving an account of the
reforms Ezra wrought, his book closes abruptly,
though we hear again of Ezra in the book of/
Nehemiah viii, 1. In the meantime the Jews i
and around Jerusalem seem to have become dis-
heartened. The wall of the city wasnot rebuilt
nor the gates set up, and Nehemiah heard from
Hanani and others what was the state of &:h,:zcn
Hlshemwdnplymhdmdh d to
go to his people; but it was four months ‘before
he had a favorable opportunity of obtaining
permission from the king. The permission
was freely granted, when asked, and this Nehe-
miah ascribes directly to * the good hand’’ of
his God.

1. Nisan. First mpnth of Jewish year, the
month they left Egypt, the month of the Pass-
over, our March. Twentieth year ete., B, C. 445,
seventy years since the last lesson. Artaxerzes
sunamed Longimanus (long handed), so called
says Plutarch, because hisright hand was longer
than his left. He was the son of the famous
Xerxes, the invader of Greece. ‘Began to reign
B. C. 463, died B. C. 425. 'In his reign Pérsia
was at the heighth of its splendour and power.
I'took up the wine. Nehemiah was the king’s
cup bearer. In ancient Eastern monarchies
this was one’of the highest offices: under the
king, and'the person holding it had great influ-

euce, owing to his being so frequently in the|

kings presence, and there was no office, civil or
military, to which he might not aspire. Solo-
mon had , L. Kings x.'5.  Sad in the
king's presence, Inﬂxomcowtuthb wu
a capital crime; there must hap
mdmww’l}lh:yh:p”?ﬁe

had no power t6 make ‘Nehemiah knew
this well enough, but in-mm.rm
lem;m-owmnma not help show-
ing it,

2. Sore afraid,. *"A Persian subject was ex-

pected to y
had the hanhw:g‘ W?“'TWWP :1.‘

| traditional faith fall into the complement-|.
ary error of pronouncing all faith unnatural

above all these considerations and expresses A’t-
self in the sublime words of this verse.

4. For what doest thou eté. The king takes it
for'granted that Nehemiah hasa request to
make. So I prayed etc. *‘A straw shows how
the wind blows.” This little sentence thrown
in here so artlessly, reveals to us the whole re-
ligious character of Nehemiah. God is not to
him an empty name, or a collection of laws, or
blind fate, or unintelligent force; or some being
far away; but a real, living, personal God, near
at hand, the hearer of prayer, the belper 'of his
people, and Nehemiah knows God so well and
is s0 accustomed to commune. with him, that,
before making his request the most natural
thing for him to do is just to ask God ‘“‘ment-
ally and momentarily ”’ to help and guide him.
With what ease and freedom he speaks to God,
and how much this reveals of his daily, habitu-
al walk with God.

5. He was ready to leave the ease and honor

_{ of his present position for a mission of toil, and

discomfort and hardship. He was a true pat-
riot, a noble soul, and no doubt his prayer to
God had new composed his mind and filled hxm
with confidence.

The queen etc. ‘ Though the Persian. kings
practiced poligamy, they had always one chief
wife, who alone was recognized as ‘‘ queen.”’—
Cook. 8o it pleased the king. It is worthy of
notice how all these Jewish captives who rose
to honor in the land of their captivity, seem to
have won the good-will of their sovereigns.
Was not this because they feared God and
therefore alwas proved themselves trustworthy
men? I set him a time. *‘ Neliemiah appears to
have stayed at Jerusalem twelve years from his
first arrival, but he can scarcely have mention-
so long a time to the king. Probably his leave
of absence was extended from time to txme &
Cook.

7. Governors beyond the river. ‘‘The satra.ps
and other inferior officers on the tract west of
the Euphrates.”’—Cook. Let letters be given me.
Having fhese lefters from the king no one
would dare interfere with his journey, nor
wotld he have any difficulty in procurmg sup—
plies by the way.

8. Read “park” for ‘‘forest.”” ‘‘The Persians
meant/ by this word a walled enclosure orna-
mented with trees, either planted or of natural
growth and containing numerous wild animals.’
Cook. This park must have been near to Jeru-
salem. Under the Persian rule the forests of

tine nwere guarded with great care, a
warden being appointed, without whose
ction no tree ceuld be felled. The palace
chh appertained to the house. * The reference
is supposed to be to the fortress of Antonio, at
the north side of the temple- area.  Some how-
/ever supposeit to refer to the old palace of Solo-
mon and the kings after him, which Nehemiah
wished to rebuild.”’—Peloubet, The house that
I shall enter into, i.e. “My own dwelling
‘house.””~Cook. The good hand of my God upon
me. The use of this phrase in a good sense is
rare elsewhere, but is a fayorib one with .Ezra
and Nehemiah, Ezra vii. 9, 28; viii. 18, 22, 81;
Neh. ii. 8, 18, ndgnmu thoguidingandm
taining help of God, whereby things go well
with those that love and serve him.”—Cook.
See Ps. xxxiv, 18-22.

Remarks.

1. Nisan was the name given by the Persian
Jews to this month; it was previously called
Abib, Exod, xiii. 4.

2. - The cup-bearer used to taste the wine be-
fore presenting it to the king to prove that it
was unpoisoned.

3. What an inestimable blening it is that we
live not under such despots as those of old
Eastern gountries; but in the midst of freedom,
social, political, religious, - There is not a coun-
try under the sun more highly favored in this
respect than Canada. . We do not begin to rea-
1 lize how much we have tobe thankful to God
for, in that we are Canadians of the 19th century.
Let love of Canada increase. One should love
his country as well as his family, Nehemiah
sets us a good example in this,

4, God can and will hear your prayer at any
time, in any place, even if the prayer is only in
your mind witbout rising to your lipu, and if
you can only uy, “Lord help us.” God knows
all and your ery will not go unheard. So ac”
’ | custom yourself to God's nearness as to feel at
home in his presence.

8. God’s good hand is upon us more than we
think. These O. T. hLeroes attr!bntd anry
[thing toGod. . . . i~

w
mwum

l(any vbow tha narrowness of

»um A broader and a deeper view

faith, It would enlarge their con.
ception of education till it would embrace'

| the nurture and development of the whole |
" | constitution of man. . Schools are not for |

the sharpening of intellect alone; nor for |
moral and religious training alone ; nor for
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VEGETINE

WILL CURE

SCROFUIL A
Scrofulous Humor.

VEGETINE will eradicate from the system every
taint of Scrofula and Scrofulous Humor." In has per-
manently cured thousands in Boston and vicinity
who had been long and painful sufferers.

Cancer. Cancerous Humor.

The marvellous effect of VEGETINE {n case of Can-
cer and Cancerous. Humor challenges the most pro-
found attention of the medical faculty, many of
whom are prescribing VEGETINE to their patientfs.

Canker,

VEGETINE has never failed to cure the most in-
flexibie case of Canker.

Mercurial Diseases.

Tlié VEGETINE meets with wonderful success in
the cure of this class of diseases.

Pimples and Humors on the Face.

Reason should teach us that a blotchy, rough or
pimpled skin depends entlre¥ upon an internal
cause ; and no outward application can ever cure the
defect. VEGETINE is the great blood purifier.

Tumors, Ulcers or Old Sores

Are caused bly an impure state of the blood. Cleanse
the blood thoroughly with VEGATINE, 'md these
complaints will disappear.

Catarrh.

For this oon laint the onlr substantial benefit can
be obtained through the blood. VEGETINE is the
grgat blood purifier.

Constipation.

VEGETINE does nat act as a catharic to debilitate
the bowels, but cleanses all the organs, enabling
— | .each to perform the functions devolving upon them.

Piles.

VEGETINE has restored thousands to health who
have been long and painful sufferers.

Dyspepsia.

If VEGETINE is taken regurlarly, acco sd
rections, a eertain and speedy cure will fo
use.

to di-
low its

Faintness at the Stomach.

VEGETINE 18 not a stimulating bitters which creates
a fictitious appetite, but a gentle tonic, which as-
slstis nature to restore the stomach to a healthy
action.

Female Weakness.

VEGETINE acts directly upon the causes of these

mplaints. It invigorates and strengthens the

who e system, acts upon the secretive organs and
allays inflammation.

General Debility.

In this complai the effects of the VEGETINE
are realized imm: {laﬁer commencing to take
it: as debility denotes the deficiency of the Dblood,
and VEGETINE acts directly upon the blood.

VEGETINE

I B. STEVENS, Bosin, Mass.
Vegetine is sold b by all Druggists.

1jan '79 4i Dauchy.

“ INSURANCE BLOCK'”

GENERALAGENCY

FIRE and MARINE [NSURANGE,

ROBERT MARSHA4LL,
General Agent, Notary Public and Broker, .

OFFICES: COR. PRINCE WM. ST. & MARKET SQUARE
ST. JOHN, N. B.

Ca ital over Twenty-five umxg Doliars,and Three
Otut: and rutyttmonnni lars deposited at
Wa.

| FIRE BRANCH.

Tapecial Tir Tisuranee Company
‘o_l'rit.'ou,non. Established 1883.
THE /ETNA INSURANCE COMPANY,

Word Pire Insurance Co,,

Wuﬁ
CE effected on Brick and Frame

gmm.‘&f""" dm!:ﬂpuont
Wb'ommntmw o

Marine Branch.
MERGHANTS MARINEASSURANGE 00Y

| OF CANADA.
Incorporated by special Act of Parliament.

; Oorn-l Ol,ooo.uo.

' XMAS /8.

ICARPETINGS.

Sredericton Advertisements.,

Grand display of

Toys and Fancy Goods.

Handsome Lamps, Rich Bohemian China and Glass-
ware, ‘“ A one ”’ Bilver-plated Ware

ELEGANT FURNITURE

AT

James G. McNally's,

" Corner Queen and York Sts.,

FEREEDHERICITOIN.

P. 8.—What so suitable for a Christmas Present as
some handsome and USEFUL article to be enjoyed
all the year around. J. G. Me.

NOTICE

EXTRAORDINARY

Mr. William Lemont after an absence of nearly six
months, has returned from Germany, Austria, France,
Holland, and England, havin%pur( hased goods in all
these countries, direct from the manufacturers, and

LEMONT & SONS

are n w prepared to give any information to merch-
a.nts enable em to import their Goods direct,
instead of ha n through several hands, and

aying two or ree termedmte profits. Our stock
rep ete with a ma 1lfslcctnt assortment of all
) kinds o

Ofiristmas and New Years Goods'

also,of articles in the house-keeping line, and at
{n’l( 'es cheaper than the cheapest.
Please give us a call when in Frede
Come to

LEMONT'S VARIETY STORE.

THOMAS LOGAN,
FREDERICTON.

:L'i?ry Croods

—AND—

cton.

Our Stock is now complete in every department.

PRICES LOW.

New and Seasonable Goods
ALWAYS ON HAND.
Opposite Normal School.
THOMAS LOCAN.

jul3
F. RANDOLPH,

A.
Importer of and Dealer inl

FLOUR CORNMEAL

‘P_RO'V—'I;IONS.
WEST INDIA GOODA.
| FREDERICTON N. B.
juld
Z R EVERETT,
Direct Tmporter and Dealer in

FOREICN AND DOMESTIGC

HARDWARE!

Has just completed his stock offj

HAYING TOOLS,

oomhtlng of
al th 'l‘o le.ppexons‘:!ytsl:wh
es; r es;
India J’ psoyxl‘;e- i’. tent American Sneaths

Beat American Rakes; ﬂay Forks in 2and3 pron
Fork Handles; Bush B'e nes ; d
Stones. At lowest rates Whn'l e and Rota.ﬁ

. Z. R. EVERETT.

Also on hana, and Agent for William Anson Wood
imported le Mower, and the Wheeler and Melick
Centennial Hay Rake.

| ————— 1-.{
PRESCRIPTIONS
ch.uen.r, an;ti-t,

J.
b:l:eu’ l’r?:edrlpﬂon Department”a'l:

g"ﬁ”’% P

Mu Iln a“m ln m

JOB PRINTING !

JOB PRINTING!

We would beg to state %0 our friends'and the
public generally that we have opened in

connection with this paper a

BOOK AND

Job O:E.E.ce,

And are now prepared to do all kinds of

Plain and Fancv

ﬁ OB fLKINTIMG !J.

SUCH AS

BILL HEADS,

LETTER HEADS

NOTE HEADS,

MEMORANDUMS,
BLANK FORMS!
POSTERS?
DODGERS,
VISITING .CARDS.!
INVITATIONS*
/

CATALOGUES,

CIRGULARS,

TAGS

BY-LAWS, &C.

7

Christian Visitor Office,

‘85 Germain St.

=



