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n a new year, m the
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MEessRs.
have entered u

be enabléd Ity vm‘ todliv aTxﬂ L;he

life, devoted’ 'to the honor and glory "of
the triune Jehovah. ‘

You will expect your subscribers to do
theit iy ] Telhitting &b |dn ddily- lptt%
those in arrears not excepied Enec
you will find tivo dollars for the new year,
which is ismmy28theanmual remittance for
the Visrror. Inremote sec:ﬁx: where
there is butlittle preaching, a on from
the Rev.1QiH: Spurgeon, even should ' it
be one of his produetions designated by
some “ hatd' shell,”, will be. appreciated
generally by your "!‘Uadg:t, Dp&ihﬂly !bme
of the old sehool. : Tl |

It is over ‘fony yenrs sinoe - Writer
enlisted and foughtsz thoughy imperfectly,
under the blood-stained banner of King|,
Jesus. Now I anv ld, my natur-
al foriié ‘abates, hond bald,. vision ' dim;
grinders low, bear sprinkled with gray,
but my faith in is all to me. I must.
soon lay my zﬁhw&% and | go home to
receive my bounty.
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{farming. That year by year more, be it

| church than they are putting into  it, heed-

. | most - successful -laborers, because of the

‘and ruinous church-farmers. - Instead of in-
: creaung the femhty of our Zions, they are,

. | off to better cultivated fields. .

rthe. field quite destitute of the only material
Lin, which a true benevolence. can be

Fthus wrought.

 them t6'it'; or't6 starvation. < As the de-
velopements ' and froitage of the farm is
C ¢ farmer"s sucéés, and |

gf’“&fbwﬁ “of

hidi” 'Biit be it rémembered’ that all the

|our young mxmsters, and those ‘who are
| seeking for settlements,’ as well as all our’
| pastors  think of thése ‘thin

_|'that’ needéth not to be

¢ i O

that the seasonsareall at fault. Every
intelligent man knows that the Treal cause
of this increasing sterility is unskillful

ever 80 little, has been farmed out than has
been farmed ¢n.. Does not this law hold
true of the Lord’s vinevard? If so, the
cause of this. poverty in the churches is
easily accounted: for. I have great love
J1and respect for our ministers, and yet I
cannot shut my eyes tofacts. I am forced
to the conclusion. that the cause of our
churches poverty to-day is that more has
been taken out of them, than has been put
into them. Bad, very bad church-farming
has weakened us. True it is also that
others than pastors are to share the blame
for this condition of things. Too many
besides pasiors are taking more out of the

less  of  the command, “ Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, eto.” And then
it may be that those who are reported the

great iumbers they baptized, are very poor

only increasing their, acreage and sterility,
and are soon obhqu 4o move themselves |
Then I have
notiood that some of onr denominational
“fagencies do no little injury in‘'our churches.
They goout to crqzrrather than to cultivate.

{ Their success is usually measured by what
y get.out of the churches, rather than
Y what they impart to, them, By purely
artificial fertilizers they raise a pseudo
_enthusjasm, gather a large. erop and- leavey

healthily, rooted. It 'may take years of
careful . husbandry. to undo the mischief
' But by the blessing of God |
on skillful laborers cultivating it can be
done. Pastors mustitake the lead in this
work. The Lord of the haryest has bound

is ho
related to ‘his ‘chinfeh, ‘and the laws of
Christ’s "Kingdom are immutable.” The'
labors of‘Hlﬁ mefu! servats never fail.
He that goeth forth and weepeth bearing
precions seed, ‘shall doubtless come again
with rejo(cmg, bnngmg liis sheaves with

heavenly influence promised to you are no
| substituté for bad church-farming. Let

iy ;‘ and be en-
+|coiraged, and de(efnﬁne bg WOrkmen
ﬁs'lQmed May all
our ‘members n nﬂtqtoac T con-
&phon bf!thié {fiportance of all Christian
hdhstﬂu. Then, and not “till ‘theh, will
$ ¢ churches be' uthe ga.MQn &theLord
’ Johm'n Famser.

pra.andlosk
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" They separate, and the young man
soliloquizes as follows: “Well, Ilike friend
H., and am thankful to him for the interest
he takes in me. Perhaps Jesus can save
me. But there, while friend H. was talk-
ing to me, I detected the fumes of tobacco
on his breath ; and have I not often heard
him, ‘and other Christians too, say that
tobacco using was a nasty, sinful habit,
and they wish they could give it up; and
that they tried to often, but they cannot.
I wonder why friend H. did not go to
Jesus for help to give itup. Hesays Jesus
can help me give up the drink, why is not
Jesus able to help him giveup the tobacco?
I would like to be saved; but it looks as
though there is a frand or deception here,
and that Jesus cannot take away this
appetite and save me.”

Moral: God ‘cannot sdve that man by
H., because his slavery to the tobacco habit
misr_e_presents the pure and holy character
of Jesus. H.is just as thoroughly enslaved
to a sinful lust as isthe young man he
attémpts to save. Other thingd being
eéqual, are weé not successful in saving souls
just in proportion as we are holy and
| Christ-like in our lives and conversation ?

- Ought -not the standard of Christian
morality to ' be raiséd, by applying Bible
| principles to our daily life? Is it not high
;time that the Christian Church was awaken-
ed tothe éad fact that’ the Déliliah " of the
tobacco - habit is ohppmg off the locks of
.the Church members, so’that many of them
are perjfect weakness, and the devil has a
grand chance to impair, xf not wholly
destroy their spiritual eyeiught

When shall the time come that, as
Churches, weshall possess somuch practical
holiness or Chnstfhkeneu, that no tobacco
usér shall find admittance to mem'bershp,
even as it is now the, praquce in India and
Chma, by our missionaries, that ng opium
user is admitted to membegship, until the
hab;t is . wholly adandoned ?  Praise. the
Lord that in some Church mequgu they

xetnpe to ordgan to the past
who is addicted to the. vile:

b
Ought not the denominhitions at thexr
annnal, gatherings to instruct, their Home
‘tnd Foreign Mwon Boards, to give no aid
to_ tebacco using ministers,; and  thus
praot.wally protest against the vice. .
Thé ostrich hides its head in the sand,
and thinks, itself safe from its pursuers.
Just so, tobacco-users, peltzps unwittingly, |
try to drown the now awakened conscience,
by taking another chew, and smoking  an-
other pipe; but it is all g0 no purpose.
God will bring every work into. judgment,
indue time, and the wood, hay, and stubble
of bad _habits, and , /bad examples shall. be,
burned up, and. they: shall suffer.loss;
| though they themselves, shal] be saved ye |
Qo a8 by fire. - 1.Cor,iii; 15. Alas! for|
the many who, are now: stumbling over|
wbacqowm into, perdition. J
.~ Yours jn: Chrigt,
il P Ancmxu.n.
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T,he fpilowmg ne;;; of a speech. by t.he
pnwr of Regent’s Park Church; at the an-,
nual meeting of the + bearing. the
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%Rev. Dr. Landels iremarked that he dids

hﬂmthyvhow have been asked |

. F“Ammaniod}ﬁ contrast the
Onﬂd@a of mpmwhmn- advantages.of passing. through such an in-
hw W of the Christian is to_be |stitution, for he had novhad such an advan-

tage. If all.that had been said' about. the
“W for so muoh learning wds true,

vnmt mot marvellous that some of them
had mmn -mu.uur It- would, |

o

| the thunderpeal is but the echo.

.

ing to God’s eternity, and ask, “ How can
we stand before God in judgment?” We
find in man’s nature scarcely anything
deeper than his sense of guilt, not always
very clearly defined or intelligently express-
ed, but there it is; and so long as he is
conscious of guilt, and has to look across
the fashions of this world into the invisible,
so long" will we have a source of power
when we present the Gospel in answer to
the question his conscience is constantly
asking. Norhing else would answer his
questions or give peace to his disturbed
‘condtience. They had, perhaps, tried other
things, but they did not meet the wants of
man’s nature ; and, after all, as they had to
bring him to the truth, it might be present-
ed even were there is not so much learning;
in clear Gospel terms, which, indeed, would
be found to be the great power of the min-
istry. He thought, too, if they brought
God’s Word in its simplicity to bear on the

lives and hearts of men it might be of |

‘greater service than arguing aboutit. He
quoted an illustration of an old American
harp, which some men found, and were
quarrellmg about. But an old harper took

litup,a nd swept his fingers dehcately across

the strings, and as he produces sounds of
unéarthly sweetness every ear is strained
and every eye is moistened. There was
then no (hsputmg about the qualities of the
instrument ; all questxon was settled. And
so was it with the Bible. If we were to
let, it tell its own message instead of plead-
ing on its behalf, the hearts of men would
tremble under its influence, and they would
thien find a response in the human heart to
the truth of God’s word. Adverting to
the suggestion of the chairman that the
ministers and the churches of London
should invite students to occupy their pul-
pits, he re’phcd that he should first like to
know how the students could preach, for
experiments could not safely be made with
the churches! This difficulty would, he
thought be overe
| attend some of
for’ prayer and otherwnse, "and take part,
becoming, in fact, in ¢churéh work also like
ordinary church-members. When thus the
church became acquainted with them he
would think §trangely of it if they were not
welcomed. He congratulated the college
on the success shown by the report. The
students had done nobly. He would not
pretend to give’ hints to'the stadents, for
he had heard them smothered with advice.
He would, however, say by way of contrast,
work as hard as possible while they had
the chance, and the more ~reason they
would have  to be thankful when their
college course was closed. ~Notw 1thstand-
ing all sald, abou§ educatxon, perhaps there
wis 4 temptatlon on the other q&de qmte
a8 sfrong Dr. Chalmers once hada student
about’ “hom an mexoxi was exp ﬂsed that
he had some ,“ rum‘bTe and ¥ gnmptlo

about hun-—meamng ‘rattle and sense—and |
the doctor replled that Re' had’ plenty of |

.|rattle,” but he was not'so gure of the "
J gumpnon In spxt.e of wll the mt.ellxgence A
" |of the age, there is a great’ "démand for |’

- |rattle, and a student xmght be tempted” to
think he coukl dlspense with the gumption.
He ' réminded’ them, howew that unless|
gumption ac&ampamed the rumble, the
latter wouid very soon mike people tu'ed
T héaring it, and fhey would go and find
something like gimption after’ all. " Let
them have @ thundérpeal as miuch as they
hked—-tbough if a little more musical it
would ' be none the worse—only let them
also have the quiet lightning dead of which
Get the
guniption of which the rumble shall be the
pxptesqion, andl ‘with the rumbIe and
gumption together, he thought they might
look torward toa very pro!perousmxmsteml
,cnum :

“ Tml Mommm Ooﬁt'm ”--The morn-
L am‘tk wHen the student’s eyes shall

" ,bpt hm
ure they had to | g
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Faith and Fairs.

We believe in the inspired declaration
that « faith conquers all things.” We ad-
mit and admire the grandeur of a life of
faith. We respect such men as Muller, of
Bristol, and Spurgeon, of London, who
have shown such a range of spiritual vi-
sion and unfaltering trust in God, while en-
gaged in great work for Him.

Fairs we don’t believe in, though we see
in'them nothing positively wicked. As a
means of raising money for i%hglous pur-
poses we don’t like them. - But when theyv
are conducted properly they may not be
harmful. W}\have been engaged in fairs,
knowing at the time that it was not the
most honorable or most Christian way of
procuring funds, but did not feel blame-
worthy, because in the fair there was no-
thing objectionable.

But faith and fairs do not go. together.
When an institution professes to be con-
ducted on the grand idea of faith, fairs do
ngt well come in. For instance, the “ Con-
sumptives’ Home ” at Grove Hall, a noble
charity, conducted successfully by Dr.
Charles Cullis, professes to be built on
faith. It is a sort of «“ Muller ”/idea, and
claims to be a faith-work, And yet about
this time a fair is being held to secure funds
for it. This objectionable mode of raising
money is resorted to in aid of a work of
faith. « We don’t beg for money ; we trust
God for it, we pray for it,” say the manag-
ers. And just as we begin to admire the
sublime idea, we see great flags flung
across the public streets, inseribed, ¢ Fair
for the Consumptives’ Home.” This is
certainly one form of begging, and is the
farthest possible remove from faith. Mr.
Muller, while professing to ask no one for
money, sends his pathetie. reports all over:
the Kingdom, and these reports in the
most touching and pathetic way solicit aid.
But he does not have : fairs and - bazaars. .
He repudiatgs those., But our American
ullers not only elaim “ the . life of trust,”
but support faith with fairs. There does
seem to be something a little inconsistent
in this on-the part of those who profess, to
rest entirely on faith. 'We have some-
times felt our own inconsistency while so
doing. ‘ »

Where faith s professed most strenu-
ously we oftensee the principle abandoned
in'this way. . “Where have you been this
week 7’ we were once asked by Mr. Spur-
geon. “ We have been. looking over the
wonderful Orphan Houses of Mr, Muller,”
was the reply. “Ab,”_ said. Spurgeon,
i Muller has w onderful faith, wh;ch I have
not. I must have . works as well as faith.
‘When I pray to God for anything I don’t
wait f'ox.it to come, I set right, $o wo;k and
try to get it.” _And this is according to
the’ gpspel Believe and wqu There
m&y be faith in fairs, but it _is so mixed
mth this world that we take Jittle stock in |
it. '-— atchmar}

Relimous Beleotiou

| Fnth is nothmg else but thesoul’s ven-
ture. It ventures'to’ Christ:in' opposition
 to-legal terrorsy it ventures on' ‘Christ, in’ !

Christ, in opposition to all difficulties and ~
discouragements. !

Weknow not what evils we have been
preserved from ; for dawzling prospects do
not always bring the cheer and ¢omfort we
expect, and promise of future, good often
results in dissappointment and sorfow.
There are blessings and privileges in every
life; 1ét us be thankful for all those which
fall to our lut.

Is ‘thy burden hard and heavy? do” 1 thy
steps drag wearily ?
Help to bear thy brother’s burden; God
- will bear both it and thee.
Art thou strickgn -in- life’s battle? Many
wounded round thee moan;
Lavish on their wounds ;.hy balsams, and
that balm ’shall heal thine own.
—Kn Charlea

Truo qnt)) js phe soul’s outwaxd, nqt ita
inward look, ‘The objeet, on which it fixes
eyes, is mnot the heart’s eve:;-varymg
ames and fee but_the, qoverf-

ng Christ, | If youyo%belmo your
pat (?::lght, you do not look dawn to the

round at, your feet, but, away mhql, Tight

%

opposixion to all guiltnessy it ventures for -



