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The Thousand Years’ Reign of Christ.

BY REV. G. W. SAMSON, D.DJ

The Herald and Sun, the papers that
are specially read by the masses in New
York, have invited and published replies
to Christian and Jewish inquiries, as to the
special point of inquiry that brought to-
gether the * Prophetic Conference,” so
called in the Zribune’s full report. Dr.
Tyng was right in eta){n(r that the belief of
C }mbtendom, based on the repeated declz-
ration of the New Testament that Christ
will appear in bodily form as his disciples
“saw him gointo heaven.” This general-
ly received truth is quite distinct, however,
from the opinion formed from a single pas-
sage (Rev. xx. 1-7), that Christ will thus
come a*‘thousand years ” before his final
coming, and will reign all that period on
carth in bodily form.

The Israelites, whose Rabbis, from Je-
rusalem to New York and Washington,
have been personally met by the writer,
are divided in opinion as to the coming of
the Old Testament Messiah ; the Orthodox
« thinking he will come as an earthly ruler,
the Reformed believing that he is to be
only a spiritual teacher. Hence the for-
mer are struck with the likeness of their
- view to that presented in the Prophetic
Conference. Certainly, from Adam to
Moses, 2,500 years, the promised Redeem-
er who manifests himself in Eden, to Ab-
raham, and to Moses on Sinai, is but a
spiritual revealer of truth. Certainly
from Moses to Samuel, the early and best
days of the Hebrew State, the idea of a
“ King ” was abhorrent, and Moses repre-
sented the Messiah asa ¢ prophet” only
(Deut xviii. 18). When in the degeneracy
of the Hebrew people, a king was given,
David spoke of the Messiah as .a high
priest (Ps. ex.) fortelling fully his sacrifi-
cial death (Ps. xxii. and Ixix), while the
three prophetic pictures of him asa king
(Ps. x1. xlv. Ixxii.) are manifestly figura-
tive, picturing a reign of ¢ righteousness.”
Coming then to the third class of writers,
the prophets, he is blind indeed who can
see anything more than a spiritual Re-
deemer. Certainly any Jew must admit
that down to David’s day, the idea that
their Messiah was to be an earthly ruler
was never conceived. The Hebrews, there-
fore, who regard his coming as a king to
be figurative, kave all of their own scrip-
tures, as well as the Christian world -with
them. And yet the view that Jesus was to
be a civil ruler, so strong in the days of
his coming that his own disciples were in
error till after the ascension, was hased on
far stronger figurative statements than the
single statement of the figurative Revela-
tion ; this old idea of the Jews is now based
by the interpreters of the Conference.
The essential inquiry lying at the founda-
tion is this, what is the true interpretation
of Rev. xx. 1.7?

The connection of truth in the gospel is
all important. Matthew wrote his gospel,
about A.D. 58. Shortly afterthe decision
at Jerusalem (Acts xv.), for certainly it re-
veals truth only established among the
apostles at that era. In the 24th ang 25th
chapters of Matthew, Christ speaks of
three “ comings” of the “Son of Man ;"
the first in *“ Providence,” at the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, (xxiv. 34,) and at indi-
vidual death, (xxiv. 44, compare John xiv.
1-4). ; second in “grace,” giving “oil  and
“talents,” to be improved, (xxv. 4-15;)
third, at the final judgment, (xxv. 31).
Paul at the same era wrote first and sec-
and Thessalonians, in the former of which
he spoke of the judgment (iv. 18-18) care-
fully reminding his readers that the time
was unknown, (v. 1-4). Yet some misin.
terpreted his words ; and Paul once for all,
denied that he taught that the day of
Christ was at hand, (2 Thess ii. 1.8). In
later epistles Paul spesks indeed of Christ’s
coming in prov1dence as “ at hand,” (Rom,
xiii, 12, and Phil. iv. 5); but Luke, who
was Paul’s companion most constantly,
states new and most emphatic deniale by
Christ that he was to come as an emhlys
king ; all his declarations centenng in this,
“The kingdom of /God is within you.”
~ Peter, writing when Paul's epistles were
generally read, speaks of the: h&l Mg
‘ :?wmug” in his first:

{and years.

% gecond resurredtion”
which has. led to the ide% rthl
bodily reign of Christ for & literal thous-
It is' forg6tten that fifteen
years yet later, under Nerva, John wrote
his gospel, in which the full interpretation
of the first and second resurrections, is
given in a series of selections from Christ’s
yet unrecorded sayings. To Nicodemus,
(iii. 1-11) he spoke of the new birth' as
spiritual, and to the woman of. Samaria
iv. 14-26) of the Messiah as a spiritual Re-
deemer. At Jerukalem (v. 21-29) he dis-
cribes minutely the two resurrections, say-
ing of the spiritual, “ The hour is coming
and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God, and they that
hear shall live,” and to illustrate this new
doctrine he cites their old belief thus:
“ Marvel not at this, for the hour is com-
ing,” he does not say “now is,”—“in the
which all that are in their graves shall
hear his voice and come forth.” After re-
peated references of like nature to Martha,
he says, “ Thy brother shall rise agagn,”
and when she, showing the common belief,
says, “ I know thas he shall rise again in
the resurrection at the last day,” Jesus re-
plies: “I am the Resurrection and the
Life. He that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live, and whosoever
liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”
It would seem impossible that Jesus should
have been more explicit in speaking of
these two resurrections; and that John
should have given clearer proof that out of
Jesus’ own lips he meant to explain his
former figure of the ﬁ;st resurrection. Yet
more ; in his last address it is brought out
that Christ’s intimate association with his
disciples in bodily form had Aidden instead
of revealing bis nature and mission, his
truth and his power ; for though *“so long
a time with them,” even Philip, the most
spiritual inquirer, had not known him; and
he could not be manifested (xiv. 7-2 4) un-
til he had laid off the veil of the flesh.

w xx. I-0),
an earthly

on this round world, with its antipodes,
where man’s. vision extends but a few feet,
the bodily appearance of Christ is possible
except when all his own are to be caught
up into the heavens, there to be forever
with the Lord.” (1 Thes. iv. 13-18.) How
improbable that any added manifestation |
of his spiritual excellence should thus be
made when his flesh hid that excellence
during his first abode on earth. How im-
possible that in the age when the outward
display of chariots, thrones, sceptres and
crowns is coming, through all nations, to
be the emblem of physical, not of moral
rule, the intelligent piety of the nineteenth
century should admit to itself, after second
thought any such interpretation of John’s
single figure in his vision.

Religion in These Days.

Man’s place in nature has never been so
sharply and profoundly questioned as it
has been during the past ten years. The
answer which science presumes to give
when it presumes to ‘give any, is not one
which p]eases or in any way satisfies itself,
“ Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thou
return,” Matter and force have manifest-
ed themselves in man, in form and pheno-
mena, and the matter and force which
have made man shall -at last be resolyed
into the common stock, to be used oyer
and over and over again, in other forms and
pbenomena. Thcre Jsa body, but there is
no such thing as a mind, mdependent of {°
body TTxe dualism of comtit tion m
which we have believed. and wh icl llqu t |
the basis of all our religion tnd plulosop A
is a delusion. Out of all the enormous
expenditure of mgenmty, or of what ap-
pears to be, or seems like, ingenmty,
thing is saved. =The great field of star-
mist out of vluch our solar system was|
mnde, has been hardened into planeus, set
in motion and filled with life, to go on for
untold ages, and then to come to an end
--pombl] to boonge a field of star-mist
again ; and nothing is to be saved out of | **™
the common fund of matter and force that
can go on irl an independent immartal Iife. |
Man is simply a higher form of animal.|
.God as a personality does not exist. Ino-
mnrulity isa duan, and the Clmmzn re-

How impossible then to conceive that

1

I)I 1{0('1' es of B’
3 belle the huthdn soml is)

unscxelmﬁc. Ofcoursc if thereis no human
soul there isnothing to save ; Chuist was,
consciously or unconsciously, an impostor
and the hopes “and expectations of all
Christendom ‘uré inJvain. And this is the
highest conclusion to which science seems
to be able to lead us. Can anything be
imagined. to be ¥niove lame and’ 1hm0teht ?
We should. think . that every {laboratory,
and every scientific school, every library
and study of a man offscience, would seem
like a tomb. N

That this attitude of prominent men of
science toward the great questions which
relate to God, 1mmmt.lht\, the human
soul, and the Chrls,tmu religion, has sadly
shaken the faith of a great multitude, there
isno doubt. Society is hone)(ombed_
with infidelity. "Men stagger 1 the pul-
pits with their load of diffic and
doubts. * The theological seminaries hav,e
become shaky places, and faith has taken
its flight from an uncounted number of
souls, leaving them in a darkness and sad-
ness that no words can deseribe. All this
is true. So true that tears may well
mingle in one’s ink as he writes it; but
after sll, we have ev erything left th.'it we
ever possessed, Nothing has been proyed
against our faith. Science has never
proved that there is no . personal God, no
soul, no 1mmortallty, no Christ, and these
are matters that we have always t.akep on
faith. 1\0:. only this, but these are ques,
tions which science is utterly incompetent, |
to handle They are ontside the dominion,
of science. Science can no more touch
them than it can touch anything .that it
confesses to be ‘unknowable.—J. @. Hol-
land.

Prea.ching'aot to be Supersgded .

“Some tell us that that the press has su-

longér to be, hearers, because they are
readers. The Bible is in their hands; if
they need any explanations, they have the
works of the great commentators.  Why
listen to sermons of men of little experi-
ence and only average culture? But they
forget the hwman element, the power of
man over his fellow-men, the force derived
{from experience, the practical accompany-
ing the ideal. ' True preaching, as T have
| said, is not merely the delivery of the mes-
sage ; but the delivery of the message by
men who profess to have felt its power and
testified to 1ts t'ruth in -their own experl-
ence. i o

The preacher not only proclaims ' the
truth; he standsas a personal witness to
its power. 'Wrhat political party would go
into an exc¢iting canvass relying merely on
articles from the press? The press is a
valuable auxiliary. It reports the strong-
est thought of the eloquent theorist.  But|
every party must have conventions, its eve-
ning meetings, stamp speakers. ' Without
these it fails.” What ‘would the temper-
ance reformation be ‘without speakers
who themselves ' have been " reformed ?
What would Mirphy’s influence be through
the press alone? It is'the man who was 4

in jail when the work found him and éle-|g
vated ' hirhy, ‘that the crowad’ go to ' hear.
‘When that man ‘6tands beforé an sudience
and tells the story of his faﬂ, his sorrow,
his wretchedness, his repentance and refor-
mation -gqud _trigmph over appetite, the
b
wre moved p.gi e good canse, Who
'has not read the lectures of Gough ?
{eu though ke tells the same ‘stories cvkn,
[ over,  the' 1

erowded 'alinost to overflowing to Hear him.
Wendell Phiillips has béen for thirty ‘yeass {4
‘Bunting the lost arts. The synopsis of' his
lecturte has been  before the publicagain
and again; yet people Liasten and crowd to

——

hoodrare still the swéetest music to our
“Now.d lay me down 1t sleep”
‘was: tlﬁe evening prayer-of Quincy Mm
when he sat in the presidential chair.
- Thewv

wm% it to' be ‘
Bg 16 trust 16 th

perseded ‘the pulpit; that men need nd'

drinkard, rediiced to wrétchedness, who wis Thomas Hamilton, First Rector, of Trinity

“landitoritms Qe

hear him. - Some things never grow 'old.
The songs:our mothers sung to us in «child-

ery mét who say the pulpit fibé:;&u,mﬂ._

{ {’Hoﬁ sm’p'\sﬂm j i
is begwe any man who'enters upon the*.ins
vestigation of the relations of Chnstmmt?
or religion-at-large-tosciencet —Ad-biolog-{
ical i ipv estigation lies before him as a vast
prame filled with billowing flowers. He
is to seek not for every wced but for the
most, sigpificant.  and ‘precious growths.
This Hhis task is less disproportioned to hu-

Indeed, it is not his business to know the
materia medica—that is not important to
his speocialty; but he must know. the ' ¢on- |
summate flower ofall philosophy as. ap-
plied to  biologieal ' investigation.' Then
there’is the -whole range of psychological
study, now connecting itself iclosely with

{ physiology.” There is nio ‘blazing' question

'in physiology or in ' biolofy that does 'net
‘cast light' into'-the theological domain:
Political ecconomy and social sciencé-are to}
be kept in view,for how' can we diseuss mar
riage and ‘communism and democraey, or
any of the large modern themes comected
with free institutions, without knowing the
best political thought'of the world? Pro:

| fessor Hitcheock, at New York, lately told
his elasses that “of all collateral studies’

not one just now is of more immediate im-{
portance to theological stadents 'than pe-
litical economy: ' The old Hebrew ' proph:|

and nation, were more than political econo-
mists. They were 'statesmen.”  (« 8o-
cialism,” p. 52.) AWVere' they alive to-day,
'they would discuss’'sotialism 'and ‘kriow
how to wield the' newly forged thunder-
' bolts of bxology and ' peyehology, ds ‘well
as 'well as of politieal ‘séienee. -
Religious science proposeés to look north
south, east and west, and never to'be wall-
eyed. Do skeptics gnid rationalists propose |
to do the same thing?  American religious
scholarship is not afraid of “investigation,
but founds lecturehips *and professorships

found? | “Where ’‘ate your
Where are your lectureships:?. ~“Where

are your greatendowments? Where are

hundred years old? I put that'question

l(iuions in Romo.

field Republican, that - persistent and sue-
cessful beggar for his independent mmnon
“under the shadow of the Vatican,” issues
his annual appeal. He wants $25 from 400
persons, Sunda;y-schools or  churghes, to

R

during 1879, Mr. Van Meter gives an
interesting acconnt of anti-Roman-Catho-| ¢
lic matters. Rev. Dr, Vernon, American | sured.
| Methodist, spent - his Summer in. Rome
“ guarding his flock and watching the

lot_and expect to, open their church in
March ; Gavazzi has returned full of his
old fire and lookmg younger; Dr; Phillips

ed by Rev. Dr. J. Murray Mitchell: Rev,

puqop&l church, has -returned W an
ﬂnenoo 6& ‘ve 1xgarp, and t.hq

and lm;p,
(Amencan
[ehurch dedicated a few Snndays ago, and
Theld a council of evan
Wall (English Baptist)

St.” Nichblds, and’has whitewashéd ™
saintd phinted «;n’zho wall—4
hpmni UM Vil M
“ Wheh the ‘White
mﬂm tud priest uweh t
icolo, thie pation” saint, woul
it. They crowded to see ‘whiat
would do to the 6& retic
they saw * thé ho ;
whitewssh and’
huit, iomhﬁ the idn
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man strength than it would at fivstappear.

ets, leaders of public opinion in their day

to meet you half Wiy ; ‘and what'do you
colleges?

your libraries ? - Whére are your books one

to the four winds, and obtain no answer—- '
"V Joseph Cook aal ‘

Rev. W. C. Van Meter, says the bprmg-

run his mission, parlors, and readmg rooms

$ g:d other Imm

wolves.” The Waldennam have got a

is at work among the Jews in the Ghetto;|
the Scotch Pmbytermn Chnrch is reopen- |

ehyxch is be-
ing filled with those who hate’} rltlulium

_gospel. Rev. Dr. Tay Tor
) had his beautiful new

ists; Rev. Mr.
got a Roman
d| QatLolie Church at Tivoli, dedicated ‘K
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 pra) long and cold; after,
‘the wdb short anﬁ” earnest. Condensatlon
aids edlffcatlon
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Duty is a power which rises with us in
the morning, and goes to rest with-us -at
night. It is co-exten?ve with the  action
of our intelligence. ~Itiis the €hadow sthich
«cleaves.to us, go where.sweavill, and.which.
only leayes us-when we-,laave the hght of
lifer— 4 ténc : S

AIEXE L :\

a'dl o aly 3

To Tm= P U BLIC!
I¥ YoU DESIRE THE MOST RELIABLE
FAMILY SEWING MACHINE
IMPROVED FAMILY SINGER.
CO,MPL&JL’ em l{e&'m

sion so much fatlgue
antee that "

s 1

etous to
nes oceas
how we are ptepared 1o guar~

IR ¢
Lawlor's Fo,mly Smgor Bewm‘ luhmo

has the easiest movemnt of any' in the xhl?let
will not tire the most delicate lady. And mi
B e g e

« es at one revolution e
chines ma.kekm t from three '!oej!'
third more work ln the same time.
is 80 constructed tha

hence ihbuM wll

mé-
one
’l'hh machine llso

nlnatiu nlnlmw "
the

urabl lty ; for we also contcn t will outlast any

‘other ever prese to the It'works
go peﬂ’ecﬂon on thin ;)t m,m.:m tothe
eavi with
thre mm.m%m il
s mly necessary to say this mathine
no new fangled m&n&, into forced sales,
because rm, known to every

its name is a
family in the Domlnion f & STANDARD MA-
CHINFj--one that has withstood the and one that
is to-day the most reliable machine in ¥

*i 'r.l;e ;;amlly Mngo:‘ Sewing o

LAWLOR, & gentleman n

e:)('perhm-e as a practical moounln. and one’ 'hohaﬁ
been for a munbex of ean sole rof a hm
factory

Week

nh,nmm'- Lt

rich o
™ All kinds of le Machines, Boot and Shoe

luhlnery, repulre and improved.

"o

1

s 8

-

EGTAILIS-.. 1857,
BALESROOHB -« - KING SQUARE,
e E- P. HAMMOND,

rp—

JUST HIII.IOIIED-*—!EIT FREE.

Complete History of Wall Street Finance ine
ing 'valuable in wrmm ‘investors. '
Baxter %30 , Publishers ; 11 W‘ll Street, ) \e‘v York.

NORTH BBITISH il MERCANTILE

IN SURANCE COMPANY,
! OF EDINBURGH AND LONDON, -
' ESTABLISHED IN' im

" + 3L 111: it

His Grace the anno(.mwn&h.ax. . N
Ji1 ) VICE-PRESIDENTS:—

Hthoﬁgmegan p.

Sir John D. M. Lawrence, Bart, q.c.lg.tx.u

Ptld and B‘hocﬂbed
Gross Fire 3; and

Net Assets
W hoﬂ.‘monr

Lw&,’? most bvmble

expnououotguuuugpm wmmm uwdm s
Claims mued pwl& wm;m rq‘em to the

‘tdwby

Ninet r cent of the 1
A ET RSN S e e
INDISPUTABILITY.

After a policy has been five years Wi existence it
shall be hm tg be lndhputobloyald free from extra
ums, elvenif tha a—nul ulnon 10 an




