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[From the Christian Helper.] | ?
Internatwnal Bible Lessons, :

Lesson IL J a.nua.ry 12
'nl: nnnw.ynou.
Ezra vi: 1422

GOLDEN TEXT.—* lory
sh: x‘l,l be greater thai ot, tﬁo form

hosta: and in thh place willl give peace,
]lord of hoﬂts " Haggal 2: 9.

- Time. . €. 875, Spring; 20 yeam ‘after the
beginning recondad in last legson. o7 |
Place. erusalem (then partly :ebmlt.)

ot the
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euselapsed between
e rebuilding of the

The Bmlding e
the (ommencement

Temple and its completion. This interval was :

not taken up with the work ' of building. It is,

calculated that for sixteen-yeéars the work went
on move orless stéadily, ‘and was: thén brought
to a standsstill for three years through . the

mlmxations of the adversariea of the Jews.
They were, in this instance a nexghbouring
people, the Samaritans, Affer the work was
resunied, ' opposition whs ' offeted by high
officials of Syria and. Palestine-Tatnai land
others, and .in Nehemiah’s time; when the city
wall was re-building, Sanballat and others con-
spired against the Jews. But it will be borne
in mind that it was'the Sa.m‘aritans éhat ca.nsed
. the Temple work t6 cease. '’

Samaritans. | How this people was eomposed
may be seen from Ezra v:9, where we are told
of a mixture of Assymaps, Persians, and others
who were brought in by Asna.ppel to mha’bit
Samaria, aftér the ten tribes were  darried awhy.
1t is probable that no Israelites; or very few,
were found among them ; for when Shalmaneser

“carried Israel away into Assyria” it is likely
thit he emptied Samaria of its mha.bxttmts.
After the newly-xmpox ted people had ,taken
possession’ of Samaria * the Lord sent lions
among them,"” ' 2 -Kings xvii: 25, and  they,
thinking that thie/God of the land was angry be-
cause they had neglected this wership, petition-
ed for one of His priests to instruct them. The
king of Assyria sent one to them, who taught
them “how they should fear the Lord.” But

they aceepted God only as a necessary additien
to their. already ¢ circle of gods. ' * They
feared the Lord and¥erved their owngods,” 2
Kings xv1i:23. When the Jews suddenly appear-
ed in Judea, to the south of them, and began
prepatations ‘for ‘the' temple, the Samaritans,
jealous of them and’ angry at thbh ‘own expul-
sion from any' shane;in: Jewish worship, wrote
letters to the Persian king, and succeeded in
alarming  him concerning the .inténtions the
Jews had in buﬁding, 80 that he ordered the
work to stop. * The Samaritans afterwards wel
comed among them Mamassel, a'man of priestly
lineage, expelled (B, €.:409) from Jerusalem by

Nehemiah. for &N’P!W‘ﬂ \ e, and with
his aid pbtaixﬁed mnqﬁuion from D: Nothus
to set up & mple on M : in, yvdé;

grees, idolatr 'wﬁ
five books of Mosesw-was -lopuah their sole
code, and direet t from;Abrah®ni; was
boldly assexted. For hmmce, the woman at
the well said to Christ, * Art tliou greater than
our father Jacob? We may be sure that
religious rivalry ‘did not increase the friendship
of the Samaritans for. the Jews.

Resumption of the work. Ald\‘mgh the Jews
were foreed to give up the Tewbple butlding for | 4

a time, yet they seemed to have mmainad idle
i the ma % gp . and to
have given their time and attent on to the

making of -comfortable liouses. for;themselves.
It is easy for us to. aog)llqlco in& state pt thingq
which suits out own selfish nature, even when
it is a state we duglit not. to-be in:on one Mo-
ment longer than jve ave compelled.  People
who have been prevented from a{tendlnp tlvz
services of God’s house often find it convenien

to believe it still impossible to ' attend, when

g g g wﬂ;qv to defer tfe‘;:
e Jew
dvty. ﬁ 3 m i ﬂppetred to re-

prove th&h-zeanlbqhm.tnd in»ire ﬂum Wwith
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7 Compare with oﬂering at dadleatlon of

offerings, the first memtioned signifying the
giving of themselvés'in entite consecration to
‘God, the sin-offering denoting that théy had
sinned” and that a sacrifice must be offered to
meet the claims of the righteous law.

18. : Establishment of the temple sexvices. as
they had been in former times.  The priests
and Levxt,es were divided into 24 courses, some
were officers, some porters, some musicians,
some' ‘dided the pnests it the sanctuary, some
had eharge of the tabernacle (1 Chron. xxiii:24.)
L Although ; David - arzanged the  priésts and
Levites according tg their families, it was Moses
who assxgned to the priests and Levxtes their

rights and privﬂeges, their station and ' several
duties.”” ~Pelsubet,

19. * The Yéwish month-Nisan, end of March
and ‘beginning of Aprili /i The  passover’ was
‘their greatest . feast,  commdmorating as it did
their deliverance from Egypt, Exodus xii. They
must havq felt their national life letummg
when they w&re able to obsnrve the p’\ssover
again. ' ! :

- 20." Read thus: ' Arid the priests were puri-
fied, and the Tievites, all’ of them as one man
were pure.” The externad and. legal purifica-
tions (Lev. xxii) were symbolical of the purity
of heart necessary in order to serve God aright.
The Levites kilted the" }S'théﬁm Tambs for all the
people. In later times the ordinary pragtice
was for- each head of a f'umly to slay for lnm-
self.” :

‘21,

LAl sweh as had ‘separided, éte. ** These

| must. ¥ither have béen Israelites: who lad re-

mained in Palestine through the period of the
captivity, or ‘proselytes from the heathen wno
were now received  into the Jewish state.’
Uncleanness, sifis as well as legal deﬁlements

220" Feast of uhleavened bread, etec. Accord-
ing to Exod. xii:15. Unleavcned i. e.. made
witheut yeast. The putting away of leavén at
this feast is generally understood ;to symbolize
the putting away of sin from the heﬁrt and life.
King of Am/rta Darius, king ¢ of the Persian
Empire which ‘included ' Assyria. The Lord
made them joyful. -See their joy expressed in
Psalms exlvi-cl, which were probably composed
and used about this time, ,

Remarks.
-1. The opposition they met in rebwilding the
temple. There never was the time or the place
in . which. God ‘could be ser ved falthfully, but
opposition had to be met and overcome. 1f
you are waiting until you' see'& perfectly smooth
road before you, to énterupon '‘God’s service,
you will -hever enter. Giveyoutself to God
now; rthqngh a thousand things seem to stand
in the way, and, God helping you, you can sur-
mount these ties as fast as you come to
fiem. 'The obstaclés e se6 beforé us are ere
reasons for liesitating about berving God. - Sée
Matt, vi 20y 300} mwt is the' ~p;1uqipl& for a
Ch}'i&ﬂw b Ak OR . 1y 10 Ay

. prospered, tlcrow)l the, woplf.en(w ete,
.Go;l 8 me hs way to, prosper in
God’l wbtk W‘fl do triﬁe not when
you’ kinow 'God'is 4mmg o'y hearken,
pondery- act) and’no ‘equivocation: or: excuses
about it.-, Do what God tells you and He, will | .
kqw,;l;&;w »Shethar-ppznai and the rest; from
g‘ "! } H‘ wig £
3 Thp work érowne‘d with mcoesqr: beéz;use
it was' God"s work. And so'of the gospel, an¢
of the spitftiial life'in the'sotll See 'Isaiah

liii: 11. Aects v: 35, 890. Phil i: 6.

4, Kept the dedicationwithjoy. ‘‘ We have

reason to think, it the faivest day,that ever
shone forth to us wherein the building of God’s

house is raised up in our soul, -, How. we should
shout atithe laying of this foundation, and p
feast at the laymg on of the roo{ P —Hall,

5 : V. 17 Consecration ot Jom-m:lve» to R
and rellance ‘on Him who vicaripusly su‘f;red
for tis this s the whole of experimental reMgion
This self-consecratiofi and the substitution of |
Chirist symbolized in the sacrifices of the O. T.

A VW 20, 2. God is pure and God sl
good.  Hence wm worship Him with pure
henttis, and o perve Bim, dnJogens-., )

. spady 2l m‘?h'm"m a1l s
' ‘The President of onp of our largest banks|
said to us a day or two since, that a rich man’s
son hiad ;just left his place; and that.he was the
B"lﬁ“n
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former temple, 1 Kings viii: 63. Two:classes of |
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and a raw clerk had t0-be, put/in his place. A} |
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/CHRISTIAN ) VISITOR.

Tho Fltd S]umber

There is a.httle stqry that has gone the rounds
of the American press, that made a great im-
pression on me asa father. A father took his
little | child out ‘into the field one iabbath and,
it being ahot day, he lay-down under a beautiful
shady tree. The child ran abeut gathering
wild flowers and little bladesof grass, and
coming to his father and saying, * Pretty,
pretty”’ At last the father fell asleep, and
while he was sleeping the little child wandered
away. When he ayoke his first thought was
“ Where is my child?”’ He looked all around,
but he ceuld not, him. He shouted at the
top of his voice, but all he heard was the echo
of his own voice. Running to a little hill, he
loeked around and shouted again. No response.
Then, going to a precipice at some distance, he
lookpd - down; 'and there, upon the rocks and
briaxs, he saw | the mangled form of his loved
child. While he.was sleeping his child had
wandered over the precipice. -1 thought as I
heard that, what a ‘picturc of the church of
God! 'How many fathers and mothers, how
many Christian men are sleeping now, while
their children wander.over the terrible precipice,
right into the bottomless pit? Father, where is
your boy to-night?—D., L. Moody.

What the Voice Betrays.

> ) I—vﬁ-,——

A writerin the New Yerk Tribune, discoursing
upon tones, says, * The shrill- tongued scold has
the same vocal organs which in Nilsson charm
the world, and thedifference between thé notes,
of the two is largely a difference of adjustment
of temper and of culuuxe ’?The writer continues:

There are voices that diffuse balm and sweet-
fiess and love in every vibration:; there are
others that irritate and exasperate ; there is the
voice of command, of enitreaty, of expostulation.

As the muscles of the face acquire at length a
fixed and settled position, and give permanent
expression to the face, so the muscles which
are concerned in the productien of voice acquire
at length a fixed and settied position-and give
permanent expression to the voice.

Persons habitually ill-tempered stamp the
expxessmn of ill-temper on their faces and in
their voices; persons habitually amiable, re-
fined, cultivated,show these qualmeﬁ in their
faees, in their voices; and there is no mistaking
them,

The voice often betrays what the face con-
ceals, and is a surer index of charaeter to those
who ean interpret its. modul itions than even
the face.

" INSURANCE BLOCK. -

ﬂBEf.aml MARINE INSURANGE.

. 1 ROBERT MARSHALL,
Genor;l Agont, lo’u-y “Public and Broker,

OFF!CES COR EB);‘(‘E WM. ST. & \IARKET SQl An!

i ST, JOWN,N. B, ' |
ba ital over Nent -five imon I)ollars,and Thrée
Mgmﬁ a’mm posited at

' hnn BRANCE.
Tmperial “Fire  Tnsurance  Company,

OF LONDON, Established |1883.
~THE /TNA INSURANCE COMPANY,
INCORPORATED 1313,

Hartford Fire Insurance Co,,

ORGANIZED 1810.

FX&E JINSURANCE -effeeted on Brick and Frame
Dwellings Storés, Warehouses, Merchandize, Steam
Saw Mills, Ships on the stoeks, and all description of
iusurable property st Lowest current rates.

Marnlga Branch.
umlum 'MARINE: - ASSURANGE - CO'Y

OF CANADA.|
Inoorportted by speblal Act of Parliament.

li-m-l $1,000,000.

THE BRITISH AMERICA
A ANSUBANCE COMPANY.
1833,

r!m‘lnuhnbé effectéd on vensels, cnrgoeu r&n&
w r&.‘%ﬁa‘%“m’ m&m&‘&m
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J ames G. McNally's,

P. 8.—What so suitable for a Christmas Present as

Faying two or three intermediate profits.
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Sredovicton Advertisements,

XMAS 78.

Grand display of

Toys and Fancy Goods.

Handsome Lamps, Ric h Bohemian China and Glass-
ware, “ A one’ Silver-plated Ware

ELEGANT FURNITURE

AT

(,orm r Quoon and York Sts., e ]

FREDERICTOIN.

some handsome and USEFUL article to be enjoyed
all the year around. J. G. Mc.

NOTICH

EXTRAORDINARY

Mr. William Lemont after an absence of nearly six
monpths, has returned from Germany, Austria, France,
Holland, and Lx\%lmnl having purc hased goods in all
these (-ountri:-s, irect from the manufacturers, and

LEMONT & SONS

are now prepared to give any information to merch-

ants to enable them to import their Goods direect,

instead of having to pass through several hands, and

Our stock

s replete with a magnificent assortment of all
kinds of

cristnis ad New Years Gos!

also, of articles in the house-kee in& line, and at
prices cheaper than the cheapest.

Please give us a call when in Fredericton.

Come to

LEMONT'S VARIETY STORE.

THOMAS ILLOGAN,
FREDERICTON.
Dy CGroods

—AVD_

CARPETINGS.

- |/
[Our_Stock is now compplete injeveryjdepartment.]
L P 1 "

WRICESRLOW.,
Naw and Seasonable Goods
~ ALWAYS ON HAND.
Opposite Normal School.
THOMAS LOGAN.

jull

A.

F. RANDOLPH,

Importer of and Dealer in}

FLOUR CORNMEAL

—AND—

PROVISIOIS.
WEST INDIA GOODS.
FREDERICTON, N. B.

juls

Z.R.EVERETT,

Direct Importer and Dealer in
FOREIGCN AND DOMESTIC

HARDWARE!

‘ Has just completed his'stock off

HAYING TOOLS,

consisting of”

Dunn Edg e 'l‘ool: Clipper 8cythes; None Such

Seythes; theu Canul an CH rScythes;
Best lndlp n Ameﬂgﬁ Sngtlths
mmﬂm th orhhm sﬁ'lndS prong; ong ;
or Bush 80: es e Stones;
&un fowost rates Who'ledz Rt

Z. R. EVERETT.

Also on bsnd, and Agent tor W l;nm Anson Wood

cqmqp King and Cermain Sts.

o - -5 i

JOB PRINTING !
JOB PRINTING !

We would beg to stateto our friends and the
public generally that we have opened in
connection with this paper a

BOOK AND
Tob Office,

And are now prepared to do all kinds of

Plain and Fancv

oB PRINTING ‘i

SUCH ASI

| BILL HEADS,

LETTER HEADS

NOTE HEADS,
BUSINESS GARDS,

'MEMORANDUMS,

BLANK FORMS'

PROGRAMMES,

POSTER®

VISITING CARDS.

INVITATIONS?

CATALOGUES,
GIRCULARS,

ThAGS

BY-LAWS, &C.

Christian Visitor Office,

85 .Garmaln St.




