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Ue lasted the doctrines concern- | to résume extern: relation with those who 
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Son of God and the Holy Spirit he 

«Of Reformation in Eng- 

- T'relatieal Episcopacy,” “Animad- 

“Reasons of Church 

md other works till we come to the 

TF Paradise Lost 
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ON and Paradise 
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“Of True Religion, 
ill 

the treatise 

Heresy, Schism, Toleration.” This, as all 

eknowledge, is the last work published by 

a Milton. 

of his life, for a specific purpose, viz.: 

Liat 

CLieresv and schism, and who are to be tol- 

He wrote it during the last 

Ven) « 

to define w is true religion, what 1s 

Here, then, if anywhere, we ex- Porat 

pect to find the real opinions of John Mil- 

ton. Our limits do not allow us to quote 
| Troms this work, to show how he classes 

And 

¢Hlan 

wantists, Arians, Arminians, and So- 

tocether 

[oly Spirit. 

wt work John Milton abjures 

sects and doetrines that 

Vin 1 Christian Doctrine. 
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hint 

le sound of his Owl unaccoin- 

atempted to continue, 

y and recalled by his compan- 

to the significance of the peti- 

ered, ceased praying, and rose 

nees a hopeless man—until he 

found hope in a better disposi- 

It is 

“ Forgive us our 

w rls his neighbor. an easy 

trespasses 

rote tas difficult, sometimes, to say it 

ingly. If we stop at this peti- 

tion, when we are repeating the Lord's 

SU 
vol 
Hud 

and the | Prayer, until we have taken in the idea of 

Sou and thg/Holy Spirit as a doctrine of | it, how many of us will go on? 

was then and 

The 

Scrip tare, and as it 

held by Trinitarians, 

spirit of 

the prayer near its close—a prayer among 

the most devout and sublime that ever fell 
from Wuman lips: 
“Thou, therefore, that sittest in light 

and glory unapproachable, parent of angels 

and men! Next, Thee I implore, Omnip- 

otent King, Redeemer of that lost remnant 
whose nature Thou didst assume, Ineffable 

and Everlasting Love! And Thou, the 

third subsistence of Divine Infinitude, Il- 

lumining Spirit, the joy and solace of cre- 
ated things! One Tri-personal Godhead ! 
Took upon this Thy poor aspiring Church.” 
—Milton’s Prose Works, Volume 2, page 
417. 

There are two other works of this year, 
and “Of Ref- 

both of 
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IS now | 

| character and | Christ. 

his work is well brought out by | Le reiterated it six times, devoting to it 

This was a very prominent doctrine with 

In the brief Sermon on the Mount 

several verses at a time; and of all the 

precepts of the prayer he taught us this is 
the only one that he commented upon— 
as if it transcended all the others in im- 
portance. He gives us, too, various rea. 
sons for insisting upen our graciousness 
towards one another before he will bestow 
his grace upon us. One of these is the in- 
consistency of a man condemning his fel- 
low men. We are all sinners. “ How wilt 
thou say to thy brother: Let me pull out 
the mote out of thine eye; and behold, a 
beam is in thine own eye.” “Therefore 
thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever 

thou art that judgest; for wherein thou 

judgest thou doest the same things.” The 
spray of our offence falls in different shapes 

Luh 
| 

from the fountain of our hearts, but it is 
the 

Arother reason our Saviour gives for 

commandment for mutual charity is 

Nanle. 

thi 

“that the only hope for any and all of us is 
- in God’s infinite charity for us. The debtor 

ui whom Jesus told, who put his debtor 
into prison for a hundred pence, though he 
Limself had just been forgiven tem thoa- 
'sand talents, was no meaner than we are 
il we hope in God’s forgiveness with hatred 
towards others, If we are the saved of 

That Milton’s God, He bids us be the “followers of God 
views of the Son of God and the Spirit of |: as dear children.” 

God and other doctrines of revealed reli 

gion, throughout the whole of this period, 
are directly contradictory to those he. ad. 
voeates in * Christian Doctrine,” is as plain 

as that his words are the me expressions 

of his views. 
But his testimony does not close with, 

1671. * 1 is unbroken till the Jast, and 
proves that Joh Milton, The Defender. 

“Areopagitica’ and. tRorndien Lost,” ¢ 
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Now we see how God forgives us. He 
forgives unreseryedly. We think we 
very gracious if we remit the penalty of a. 
wrong dond us, even though we i the 
acquaintance and show our scorn. Not 
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: " 
deny land then ignored us, thought no more of 

us, we should perish as the plant without 

water and light. It is a great thing for us 

have injured us 
| them recognize our magnanimity, to heap 
coals of fire on their heads by our selfish 

But our offence 
| out-and-out, and never shows by an act 

kindness. God forgets 

that he even imputes our iniquities to us. 

In estate. and in feeling He restores our 

souls, so that, being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Note also that God is not only 
forgive us on tic show of repentance, but 

that He is not disposed to be critical against 
Weaknesses are not sprung as charges. 

Even sins He allows us to correct by 
pentance, to rub them out with tears of 

contrition, so that they will hot be counted 

in adding up the sum of life. 
It is related in the Koran that two 

guard every man on the earth, 

ing 

ready to 

us. 

re- 

angels 

one watch- 

on either side of him, and when at 

night he sleep~. they fly up to heaven, with 

a written report of all his words and actions 
during the day. 

corded at once. 

Every good action is re- 

and ten times over, so that 

no item shall ever be lost from the account. 

But when they come to a sinful thing, the 

the rioht says to comrade: on his angel 

“| 

questions of church government. They 

were occupied fully with their attacks 
upon other points, and 80 a most importantq 

part of their work was left undone. 

From the earliest organization into loeal 

churches, the Baptist insisted that all 

members of the household of faith formed 

a brotherhood, and were on equal footing. |s 

An independent and democratic form of 
church government was thus opposed to 

the aristocratic and monarchic form. But 

it was compelled to travel a path of great 

peril. It was sealed by the blood of faith- 
ful men. Baptists have ever stood erect 

in this faith of the separate independence 

of each church, and the perfect equality of 
all members. Equality and independence 

are ideas interwoven into the whole fabric 

of our churches, the ruling principles of all 

our institutions. It was the example of a 

Baptist church, settling all its questions by 
the vote of a majority, that led Thomas 

Jefferson to say that he “considered the 
Baptist church the only true democracy 
then existing in the world, and had eon- 

cluded that it would be the best plan for the 
government of these American colonies.” 

We claim that our form of church govern- 

ment is not only apostolic, but it is also 
most accord with a re- 

A a free State,” 

as the late Count Cavour would say, 

in the genius of 

public. A free Chureh in 

1s our 

rallying cry. 
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that 

matters 

maintain 
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Some think more of 

stontly 

sole 1% in 

their former 

creed than of the Seriptuves, from which 

1t is professedly taken. But. to a consistent 
Baptist. the Bible is above erced, confes- 

sion or ritual. Mere forms of worship it 

is idle to wran&le shout. If my brother 

can worship God conseiously with the aid 
Lof-a praver-hook, who am [ that T should 

Insist upon an extemporaneovs form of 

devotion? I could easily waive all differ- 
cnces of this sort and say, as he youn 

Quaker to Whitfield, <« Friend George, 1 

am 2s thou art, I am for brincing «11 to 

the lite and power of the everdiving God. 

and therefore if thon wilt not quicrel with 

me shout wy hat, T will not quarrel with 

thee abont thy cown.”™  Matiers mere 

form are unessenvial. But tranh is essential. 

The Bible is the truth of God, the only 

'standard of doctrine snd duty. Wo must 

not take awaey from this word. nor must 

“Forbeur for ~cven hours to record that; 

-| per: adventure, :~ he wake: and thinks in 

ui # gine hour he may Le sorry Yor it, and 

iB ray and obtain forgiveness.” They would 

NY t have evel ¢ blotted record on the 

iB ook of Life 

‘This Moh:uminedan sentiment is un- 

| doubtealy pu rE into poetict! imagery 

the sentiment “ccurring frequently in the 

i Id Testame it, + with which Mohammed, 

Chiinself a son of = Thrahim 7 was familiar: 

“Thou art: il ready to prrdon, gracious | 

land merciful, to ane and of great 

kindness.” owas with «he same truth in 

find, no dow. that th ) sutd of the 

ela rity he cxpected en show one 

no evil, reioiccth not iu in Vs 

ALE ny ben Hl Stories « crelse of 

Cmatual for he Wil tous 

iro the da he 1 when 

Christians s to be Cooitnressed 

Pwith th nd p of the Christ-| 

i . th ; 1 One of these relates 

again to the Bishop of Ald dric, who, it 

is told, ha 1 a ficvee dusters with the gov- 

| eruor, so that they parie Ike tw fies 

| of tinder which hy their enliinz togethe 

| had both caught fire ; cach going home in 

a flame of hatred. As the shadow of the 

declining day, however, 

the bishop grew pensive, and wrote on 

slip of paper, “The down.” 

This he sent to the governor, who, catch- 

ing the reference to St. Paul's precept, 
“Let not the sun go down upon your 

wrath.” hastened to the old bishop, and to- 

gether, mutually reconciled, they stood in 
the suuset’s benediction. 
The sun is going down—the sun of life’s 

day. When the sun goes down in mists 
and clouds, we say it will storm to-morrow. 
When it pours its quiet glory over the 
earth, we say it will be fair to-morrow. 
If life’s sun goes down struggling in vain 
to disperse these chilling mists of unlove- 
ableness, these clouds of enmity which 
have exhaled from our lives here, it will 

not rise brightly on the eternal morn. 

sun 1s going 

Church Membership. 
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As Baptists we seem to have been 
singularly unfortunate in not making our- 
selves understood on the most vital of our 
differences. Things incidental are put for 
things fundamental while matters of the 
greatest importance in the statement of 
our faith have been overlooked. People 
usually think that Baptists are a sect, 
liberal only in the use of water; differing 

from others around them mainly in these 
two things—they insist upon baptism by 
immersion, aud do not baptize ivfants. 
But these are not the main things which 
in the past have separated Baptists from 

other Christian churches. In judging of 
their ¢laims one needs to remember that 
the popular form of government was first 
ager in its apostolic simplicity among 
The most learned church historians 

prt t episcopacy was not the ries 
are | form of the ac or 

{celibacy 

we add to it. 

aneels: 

The invocation of saints and 

the reverence par to images, relics 

and sacred places; the command to the 

of the the 

life, confessional 

monastic 

and 

ministry; 

orders and the 

fell into his room | penance and purgatory; the docivine of 
cofficial grace derived by episcopal succes: 
sion from the Apostles; the doctrine of 
baptismal regeneration; the application of 
the rite of baptism to infants—all these 
doctrines and practices have no binding 
force upon Baptists, because they are not 
biblical ideas, but the thoughts and inven- 
tions of men, who, in these various direc- 
tions, have tried to complete the standard 
of Christian duty and belief. Not the 
bishop, not the Church, not the decisions of 
councils, not the creed, not the writings of 
men, however good and gifted—none nor 
all of these can hind our consciences. The 
Bible, and the Bible alone, is our final 
appeal. We can exclaim with one of the 
Reformers, “I had rather follow the 
shadow of Christ than the body of all the | 
general councils of doctors since the death 
of Christ.” 

When young Eugenio Kincaid, after- 
ward our veteran missionary, went to an 
old itinerant Baptist preacher to get a 
book to settle his mind upon the subject of 
baptism, and the aged man gave him one 
from his saddle-bags. Eugenio thought 
he had made a mistake, and ventured to 

say, “Did you not give me the wrong {fa - 

book, sir? I see this is the New Testament.” 

Stretching himself up at full length, the 
white-haired patriarch said : “ Young man, 
if you want any better book on baptism 
than the Bible, don’t come to me!” MN 

was a representative act. Our counsel to 
those asking light in religion i is: “Take 
the New Testament. Study it prayerfully, 
follow honestly the impressions you thus 
receive, and enter any church where your 
conscience may lead you.” 

Too Much Defense Weakens. 

We are told that Admiral Farragut once : 
into battle in an said ; letra never 

wlad. ‘I could not handle my ait 
t them, a Ball strikes 3 wg fp pe 

know that if a hole is knocked in her gj, 
she must sink, and it is much harder to ge 
up their spirit for the fight. Give yy, 
gooa ship of oak and put iron int, y 
men.” 
Men who are weak in themselves Mg 

be so surrounded by defenses that the v. 
safeguards become sources of danger, 
minister may get intrenched behind know 
edge and theological dogmas until the §g 
fenses become so weighty that if you pe 
forate one of his cherished theories wit 
clearcut fact, or with sharp”imypingi 
logic, he is alarmed, and his whole syste 
of belief is in danger of going to the ly 
tom. He is liable to make shipwreck 
his faith, because he lp too much 

the outward plating human leary 
and little on the knowledge of Chi 
grace and love in his heart. 

Another seeks a protecting panoply 
respectability and dignity. He aecret 
to himself so weighty a character for g 
conservatism and correct carriage, that 
may be afraid to act energetically and 
gressively on any great question, lest | 
might lose his “influence,” and sink in 
lic esteem, and that is a terrifying and dj 
piviting contingency. But the man w} 
is willing to be despised and hated of 
men for Christ's sake will make a mg 

fight principalities, g 
powers, und wicked spirits in high place 
If 

putation, the hole is soonstopped, “and 

ht coes on.” 

shaper against 

keen shot of contumely pierce his 

Another may have money for his { 
fense. He gets a large salary, and the 
fore feels tolerably secure. Je he not | 
hind a ‘rampart of “almighty dollars 
He supposes that he can labor and fis 
without fear of coming to want, and wi 

no perplexing anxiety concerning 

sion for his family’s comfort. But with 

lurking fear that the f 

come may decrease and his position be lo 

the 

It is not inspiriti 
to him ta feel that his living = depends 

I HON 

there may be a 

The larger the salary the greater fi 
of losing it, perhaps. 

man’s caprice, and that a slight turn of gl 
fairs may imperil, and cause financial rofl, 

to stare him in the face. The fear o! log. 

makes the man timid, temporizing :nd ofl, 

manly, and he is apt to please men hecay 

he thinks men hold the purse-strmes, J 

can not ficht the world, the flesh 

devil with the true e conrage that 

use he has only : 

and 
comes 

assured faith, bee wav 

ing confidence in We moneyed defenses, 

Iron is good il properly distribu 

Knowledge is good if a man use it wise 

Money is good if it be rightly subordin 

ed and unflinchingly kept in its place 
servant and not master. But the best 

sults, so far, on this planet, have not co 

from iron plated ships, science-plated g 

pel, or gold-plated men. The succes 
naval commander was certainly right 
morals, if not in naval affairs, when hes 

“Give me a good ship of oak and put f 
o “ 0 
iron into the men.” P 

fer 
This is the true principle. What 

good “ship of Zion” needs is not a hes 
outside plating of theologieal evidences, 
scientific demonstrations, but the une 

querable aggressive energy that comes f 
the indwelling power and love of Ch 
in each heart. We need the iron in # 
men. — West. Chr. Adv. 
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