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The Transfiguration—Some Hints Con-
cerning the Blessed Dead.

- - oo

BY WAYLAND HOYT, D.D.

1. A Hint of Contrast. Do you remem-
ber Raphael’s picture of the Tranlﬁgu,,
ration? He has told us of the scene in
form and ﬁgure as the Scripture has in
words. - There on the top of the mount
there is the; glory, the companionship of
Moses and Elias, the buriing of the heav-
enly brightness ; all the darkness which
makes our earth gloomy is swept away.
But down there at the foot of the mount
is a scene of human trial and helpless strug-
gle with snffanng There .a father A has
brought a son possessed of an_evil spirit,
The son, every now and then, is thrown
into temﬁle oonvnlnons e is cast upon
the ground. . He is aeuod lmh the rigidity
and hglple,meu of opxlepay He lies there
on the, nd and wallows foqnnng.
there 1 b help for him? The father l”u
brought him to the disciples, They havo

g

strong for ghem ',l'he boy . must gg og
wunented--f now into the ﬁ.ye,r now
into thg water. e y father . must

crughed h;' el
self 1mpotant towa lup owre. ..
.. Do you not see ;he countrast ? Abowe,
the bnghtneso-—benesth,t.hedppm Above,
the  joy-——beneath,  the sorxow., . ;Abowe.
the vietory,—beneath, the defest, .

- I there not here furnished us, & u:pul
pregions hint of contrast ?. - Heaven is not
like earth. In the glory in iwhioh, Christ!

Mﬁﬂ alr-inp,

mwdﬂthm&MhMM ‘There was only the infinite. sea be-

the sovereignty of evil is noty impotence
toward the help of others is not, 8 burden-
ed heart is not. . Heighten the contrast by
some such blessed words as - these from
other Scriptures :  And, -shall wipe
away all tears &m their eyes,” % And
thore.h&llbnpommﬁ,"ﬁﬂmo‘-
any sort, of disappointed hopes, of .unmet,
longings, of wearied hearts, of loneliness,
of consciousness of,mlm all nidm of

“|sotl eéven to slumber. -

Is laway ? Arel the ties of family-hood for-

:rﬁondm-lﬂp. ‘But my inability to see it

| thian/are dreamed of in our philosophy. Be-
eause with our gross senses we cannot cog- |

can not believe this when we gaze into this
brightness of the transfiguration. Fifteen
hundred years before upon the top of Pis-
gah Moses had died. Whether any change
analogous to that of death had passed upon
Elijah we cannot say, for he was caught
heavenward in a chariot of flame.  Butwe
are distinctly told that Moses died and
was buried. Yet now!’ See ! he comes
with the freshness of eternal youth upon
him to talk with Jesus in the mount. He
certainly is not slumbering. ' There is mo
look of a ‘dreary unconsciousness about
him." He is clothed with heaven’s bright-
ness. ' He is the same Moses who had died
fifteen hunidred years béfore. - His person-
ality is intact. His identity is preserved.
'We can learn no lesson of unconsciousness
after death while we tarry mth him upon
thé mount. :

No, the soul is, in all its parts and - pow=
‘ers, alive, alert in the future state. ' Death
which doés dissolve the body eannot touch
the soul. ‘There is no horrible .abyss. of
vacaney. The mastership of death; though
so mighty ald majestic, fails in. the  pres.
ence of my soul. He ‘cannot condemn oy |

3. A Hint of Recogmuon

'I‘wo little waxen hands,
’ ~ Folded soft and mlentiy.
Two little curtained eyes,
Looking ‘out no more for me;
Two little snowy cheeks,
Dimpled, dinted never more;
, Two little tredden lhoes,
 That will never touch the fldor. "
" 'Shoulder-ribbor softly twisted,
" Grarments folded, clean and white;
These are left us—and these only
Of the childish presence bright.
Can we sing no better song than _that ?
Does death rob us so wholly 2 Is that ‘alk
‘we may have left ? Only the memories of
the past ? Only the flowers faded so quick-
1y, 1aid upon the-coffin ?.  Ounly, the little
shoes pressed into such damtyr shape ?'
Only the playthings eonsecrated by that
touch? Is the future altogether yvacant?
Are there no dear places of sweet home
privacy beyond ? . Are the many mansions
but one vast gathering place common alike
to all, special to nonie ? - When the heaven-
ly is pution does all that is, human drop

ever . sundeved - when  death. euts them ?
Does friend know no longer the face of
{friend ? - Yeonder, does the parent  forget
the child and the child the parent?  Shall

' ow her to be my babe ?, 1
- ook into the brightness of -the. .mount./
|Bee there, Jesus, Moses, Elias, they talk to-
gether, they are recognised of each other.
There  is. surely recognitign. The glory.

other there, i

3 4uwmqﬂhluqmofﬂoaumh
Farth.:Once 1 steod. upon® a vessel's

neath, and. the infinite sky above. ‘Do
you see that sail yonder in the offing?”
‘asked the captain. I looked in the diree-
tion toward which he pointed, but. could
discover nothing.. “No,” said I, | there

And the ship was there. The difficulty
was in me.. . My vision was not treined as
‘was the eaptain’s. If my sight had been
as sensitive and quick as his, I should have

did not destroy it.. There it was. So
are there more things in heaven and earth

, liu Mmm :is ‘mo reason for dis-

o ‘“.b Wum my ;

the babe to whom we ministered, now be-
yond the necessity of ours, is charged with
a heavenly service
There is interest im  heaven in what is
going on in earth. Heaven is not so dis-
tant from the world.

toward ourselves.

So much light then does the scene of

think of us.

the transfiguration yield us concerning
our believing dead. They are in a better
place, as much better as was the summit of
that mountain agleam ‘with glory, than was
its base, crowded with its suffering and
impotence and sorrow. They donotsleep.
They are alive, alert. We shall know
them and they us, when we shall stand
upon the thither shore. Even now they
Heaven is interested in earth.

i - -| Holy Ghost our Sanctifier and guide and

The late William Wallace.
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 LawreNog,; Kan:, Aug 9th, 1879.

Yo'urs veqw |
MW &m ‘

Dm EniTog :,
your, readers will
terest, the. Oomm
the death of my_only broth
Yoy, will oblige me b .
nyonr next . issue.
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Rev. Isaian WALLACE,

!Drar Sik: It is aly painful duty to
inform | you that your brother, William
Wallace, died at my house, in this city,
on Friday night dt 12 o’clock. He had
'vesided in Kansas ower 8 years, whither he
had come for the benefit of his health.
His . eomplaint seemed to be -pulmonary.
‘His physicians advised him to try this
Western air, and for a. time he seemed
benefited by it.
has been perceptibly  failing. Some 3
‘months ago, he thought a higher latitude
and an out-door life might benefit him, and
he started for Denver, by mule-team over-
land.+ He failed rapidly.
he said to his wife. that if it were possible
he would like to get back to New Bruns-
wiek to.die—but that being impossible he
would like to get as far as Lawrence, and
die among his friends there. Mrs. Wallace
sent me a telegram on Monday last, asking

me to meet them amm,ﬁg, the
next day. I did so, and fou ‘

fellow a sadder spectacle than I oqumd
to see—so emaciated and so helpless. We
had him  removed tomy house, and we
made him as comfo
he often expressed
had got back to Lawtence. His sickness
was marked by great resigmation, great
hope and certainty beyond the grave, He
said he had made his peace. with God-—
/and he was anxious o go.

- He had endeared himself to.me and my
family by a frank warm hearted. friendship
 which hsd sprung bomn us. soon

on,
helpmg ;ﬁe poo;‘bo] as bq.t, he °‘§: but rfﬂd away 8¢ long ago; meet, me, and  shall
under :

But fora: year past he-

- Yesterday week

rtable as we could, and

MM that he

o s, ‘wife, who has been & trn.l) noble
woman, all.through histravels and troubles,
and whowm to the last he appears to ‘have
loved with very;,
probably remain at my house for some
time., -
in, thay mount is a foregleam and specimen |
| of heaven’s glory. Wa rhsll lmqw eachy .

fi“ aflection, - will
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the Christian Father and mother and wife
and child and friend, with whom we shall
renew the holy fellowship of the saints,
which was interrupted by death here, but
shall be commenced again in the upper
sanctuary, and then shall never end. There
we shall have company with the patriarchs
aud fathers and saints, of the Old and New
Testaments, and those of whom the world
was not worthy, with whom on earth we
were only conversant by faith. And there,
above all, we shall enjoy and dwell with
God the Father, whom we had loved with
all our hearts on earth, and with Jesus
Christ our beloved Saviour, who has al-
ways been to us the chief among ten thou-
sands and altogether lovely, and with the

comforter ; and shall be filled with all the
fulness of the Godhead forever!

No Tnne.

«I have no time to devote to my child-

ren,” says the business man, with a sigh;
for he really feels the privation of their
society keenly. But the excuse isan in-
sufficient one; he shonld, make time—let
other duties go, for notluty is more import-
ant than that he owes his offspring.
Parents shonld never fail to give such
sympathy in its little matters of life as will
produce in its confiding mind that trust and
faith which is a necessary elementin pat-
ernal influence. Filial affection is a great
safeguard against evil influences, as well
as'a great civilizer to its possessor. Do not
forget, too, that the childish mind, in pro-
cess of development, absolutely needs the
cheeriul and happy influences which are
produced by smusements, as sure as the
plant needs sun and light for its proper
growth.
And whe gan be better persons to afford
 recreation than both pcrqu? Too fre-
guentiy does the stately father, filled with
the. cares and mponsxbxhtles of life, forget
that his little one is yearning for that fam-
iliar love which induces a game or a romp
between them. The father’s entrance after
a day’s labor should be a cause for rejoic-
ing, nd the signal for a merry game which
would benefit him as much ‘as the little
ones.

Acadia College Circular.

Mzr. Epitor: Lest there arise somg

.| misgiving in the minds of the members of

our churches as to the unity of the finan-
cial scheme adopted by Conyention, and
now fully laid before them by the commit-
tee, on account of the circular sent out by
the Secretary of Convention, callijz for a
sum equal to 10 cents per member for
I think it right to state
that yhe Finance committee were instruct-
ed by Convention to regard all paymnents
on this account as part of the dollar scheme,
and to duly credit the churches so paying
with the 'same. Thisis not stated in
Bro Keirstead’s circular, but is ' clearly
understood by those who were at Conven-
ed | tion, where the order was passed.

J. MARrcH,

* Fin. Com. for N. B.

St. John, Oct 21st, 1879.

Items of Interest..

Mr. Holloway of London, England, who
| has made his money by making pills, has
bought ninetyfive acres of land a1 Egham,
and has contracted for the building of his

| colleg for womeny for $1,200,000. While

i is to be taught,

st Mmha»mr

Corinthians, completing the Jfirst edition of the
New Testament in Japanese. I have had an
attack of sciatica, which has kept me in-doors
for a fortnight. Cholera is raging fearfully
this season. Gen. Grant’s roads for visiting
are blocked up with the yellow flag.

We rejoice that our honored brother has
been spared to the age of 72, and has been
permitted, in accordance with his earnest
desire und fervent prayer, to see the com-
pletion of this great work, which gives the
New Testament to a nation of thirty-five
millions. He is now at work on the Old
Testament, in which he has made frag-
mentary translations in Genesis and the
Messianic Psalms. He has also completed
a hymn-book, many of the hymns being
translated and composed by himself.—
National Baptist.

The largest church in the United States
is the First African Baptist church, of
Richmond, Va. It has 3,000 members.
On one Sunday its pastor baptized 598
persons, and adde nearly 900 to the
church.

A slip from a paper containin  the
statement that no Chinaman will ever re-
nounce his ancestral faith and become a
Christian was sent to Rev. F.F. Ellin-
wood, D.D., Secretary of the Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions; He replies :

There are two or three hundred mission-
aries in China. They have learned the
language, which not one of a thousand
of other residents ever does. They give
their whole time and attention to mission-
ary work. Now these missionaries repre-
senting over twenty different boards
and societies of America, Great Britain,
Switzerland and Germany, tells us that
thv% are about 14,000 native church mem-
bers ‘in China, 200 ordained ministers,
several of whom are wholly supported by
their flocks ; that many chapels have been
built by the people without aid; that al-
most all who have professed faith in Christ
have done so in the face of bitter perse-
cution, and have undergone other tests
which our Christian profession in this
country knows nothing of. The mission-
aries attest these statements by the practi-
cal proof of devoting the remainder of
their lives to a work which they have
found to be so full of encouragement. It
is left to be decided by the Christian pub-
lic whether the united testimony of two
or three hundred such men and women
shall be set aside by the occasional outside
observation and criticism of some one who
has lived only a short time in China.

The late accounts of a Chinese idol
temple being presented to the “ Jesus
Church” is in the same line of encourace-
ment. N

SERVICES preliminary to the departure
of fifteen missionaries to India, sent out by
the American Baptist Missionary Union,
were held Friday, October 10th, at the
Central Baptist Church in Forty-second
Street. The exercises were conducted by
the Rev. Dr.J. D. Herr, pastor of the
Central Church. There were short ad-
dresses by several of the Missionaries.
Two of the number, Miss. E. E. Mitchell
and Miss A. M. Barkley, are going to open
a hospital in the town of Maulmain. This
is a “new departure” for the Union, but
it was necessary to open the way for spirit-
ual work. Dr. Murdoch said, by taking
care of the body, and by breaking up the
superstitions connected with the science
of medicine in heathen countries. The
Rev. J. A, Spurgeon said that they should
always have the greatest hope of winniug
those who offered the greatest resistance
at first. The man who said yes to every-
thing never could be reached ; but the man
who swore at you showed he had heart

| enough to get angry.

Mz. Spurgeon’s two colored missionaries
who went out to Afriea from his Taber-
nacle some months ago, have sent back

hodn‘ news of themselves. In the mid-
dle of lly had got settled at their
new stations, ndu, Viectoria, Cam-
eroons, and had begun work under the au

spices of the m‘llage ¢hi¢f, who had much
assisted the mission. Tn his will, recently

made at a time of serious illness, the chief

.| commended his youngest son to the care
.| of the' missionaries, and commanded his

subjects to obéy and pr»tect the preachers
aml their wives.
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