
THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR. July 30, 1879, 
— 

The Visitor's Pulpit, 

Repentance and Baptism. 

J. E. CRACKNELL, OF YORK TOWN, 
SURREY, ENGLAND. 

BY REV. 

« Repent and be baptized.” —Acts ii. 38. 

The change wrought in the disciples at 

Pentecost appears in no case so striking 

as in that of Peter. It is diffiult to realize 

that the Peter of Pilate’s Hall is the Peterof. 

Pentecost. It was needful that some one 

should stand up on that day under the shad- 
ow of the Temple, in the face of the chief 

priests and people, and assert that he whom 

they had crucified seven weeks before was 

Israel's long-looked-for Messiah. Who is 

to do this? Peter, whose heart had failed 

him when charged by a servant-maid~w ith 

beg a disciple of the accused Prophet, 

now rises because “filled with, the Holy 

Ghost,” and, forgetful of danger, casts back 

upon the confused mockers their charge of 

«These are not drunken, as 

and proceeds to show t e ful: 

drunkenness, 

ye suppose,” 
filment of prophecy, and to press home his 

tremendous accusation of “crucifying the 

Son of God.” His sermon consisted main- 

ly of passages of Scripture, and reasoning 

upon them ; yet, as he proceeds, it is man- 

fest there is a marvellous power attending 
his utterances. The murmur subsides, the 

mob becomes a congregation; pride and 
prejudice vield to the “tongue of fire.” 
Hearts are touched, heads are bowed, tears 

are falling, till at length the whole multi- 
tude is carried away, and, forgetful of ev- 

erything but the overwhelming feeling of 
the moment, they exclaim, “Men and 
brethren, what must we do?” Then Peter 

said unto them, “Repent and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 

Our intention on the present occasion is 
to make a few remarks on the subject of 
repentance and baptism. It has been said, 

and not without reason, that the subject of 

repentance is not so prominently presented 

in modern preaching as in the teaching of 

the New Testament. 

Repentance was the first and last subject 

upon which the Great Teacher and Divine 

Master dwelt, 

“ From that time Jesus began to preach, 

and to say, ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of 
Heaven is“at hand’ ” (Matthew iv. 17), It 

was the subject which, with His depart- 

ing breath he commended to his disciples, 
commanding that “ Repentance and remis- 

sion of sins should be preached in his name 

among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 
(Luke xxiv. 47). Nothing could set forth 
Christ’s idea of the high value of repent- 
ance more than the fact that it was the 
Alpha and Omega of his teaching. 

True repentance will spring from a sense 

of the Divine presence. 
Job said (chap. xliii. 6) “I have heard of 

thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
mine eye seeth thee, wherefore 1 abhor 
myself and repent in dust and ashes.” It 
is when we see ourselves in the light of in- 
finite purity that we shall be convinced of 
our own sinfulness, and be ready to say 
with Isaiah, “ Woe is me, for I am un- 

done,” and to confess with Peter, “I am a 

sinful man, O Lord.” It is true— 

“The more thy glory strikes mine eye, 
The humbler F shan lie.” 

Let us seek to realize the reality of God’s 
presence, and it will prove the best preser- 
vative against sin in the future, and lead 
to a repentance deep and true for sin in 

the past. The nearer we live to God, the 
more real will be our repentance, and the 
more real will be our repentance, and the 

more sincere our renunciation of sin. 
A sense of the Divine goodness will also 

move to repentance. 

“ Knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom. ii. 4). 
David felt the bitter sting in sin to be this, 
“ Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in thy sight.” Against 
thee whose goodness is so great, whose 
care is so continued, whose providence 
daily protects, and whose loving-kindness 
crowns. How sinful doessin appear when 
we remember it is against so good a God | 
and so gracious a Father! Let the thought] 
lead to repentance, and as the Divine 
goodness is ever passing before us, the re- 
pentanee that results from a contemplation 
of it will not be like the early éloud or 
morning dew which passeth away. ; 

Faith in Jesus will be the aye; roy yh of 
irue repentance. 

Repentance has been "said to be « _" 
tear in the eye of faith.” “Repent and 
believe the ou 88 is the. Die. _com- 

for which many are waiting" 
cede but olog h “Joy 
believing.” "4 But I do { 1 I have 

repented eough, ” dy some, | Nor could 

you, however long 0 hoWeHet deep your 

repentance, “repent "ongh” ” if you inean 

by repentance to make amends for, or 

atonement for sin. This you never c¢un 

do; but Jesus has done it, and while dis- 

satisfied with your repentance and faith, 

you will rejoice, when in the exercise of 

both. you are led. to.look to Jesus, and. find 

satisfaction and rest in Christ alone. 

“ Repent and be baptized.” Repentance 
is always to precede baptism. 

Infants cannot repent ; therefore infants 
should not be baptized. Tertullian, who 
lived in the second century, is the first of 
the early fathers who makes unmistakable 

allusion to the existence of infant baptism, 

and he refers to it as an innovation then 

coming into practice, and dissuades from 
it, as fraught with great peril. It is 

markable, too, that the first practice of in- 

fant baptism is connected with sponsors, 
who repented and believed for the child. 

Such an idea is strange and startling, and 

we have never yet met with any one who 
ever attempted to show the slightest war- 
rant for it in Scripture; yet practice at 
ouce confirms the truth of our position. 
Repentance and faith are pre-requisite for 
baptism. But, it is objected, households 

were baptized, and, of course, there were 

children in those households. Let us see: 
(Acts xvi. 15)—Lydia was baptized and 
her household. Ske was evidently net a 
married woman, but one who carried on 

business on her own account, her bouse- 

hold consisting of friends or helpers. Verse 
33—The jailor was baptized, “he and all 
his ;”* but the apostle previously spake the 
Word of God unto them, and they “re- 
joiced, believing in God.” Acts xviii. 8— 
«Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, 
believed on the L§rd with all his house.” 
The household of Stephanas were baptized 
(1 Cor. i. 16) and the apostle writes in ch. 
xvi. of the same epistle, v. 15—*“ Ye know 
the house of Stephanas that it is the first- 
fruits of Achaia, and that they have ad- 

dicted themselves to the ministry of the 
saints.” 

We affirm without fear of contradiction 

that from Matthew to Revelation there 

is not a single instance of the baptism of 

babes. Professor Jowett, of Oxford, re- 

marks, “Infant baptism and the episcopal 
form of church govérnment have sufficient 

grounds; the weakness is in attempting 
to derive them from Scripture.” This is 

the admission of an Episcopalian. No au- 
thority for infant baptism in Scripture. 
As Baptists, we reply, “Thank you, 

agreed.” 
Baptism should always follow repent- 

ance and faith. 
But we can be saved without baptism. 

Yes, undoubtedly, because God would 
never make salvation conditional upon that 
which under certain circumstances would 
be impossible. Many when sick unto 
death have believed and were saved with- 
out baptism. The thief on the cross was 
not baptized. But circumstances permit- 
ting ; is your state of mind such as to lead 
you only obey Christ in that which is 
proved essentially necessary for your safe- 
ty? Or does gratitude and love prompt 
you to say— 

re- 

“ ELL floods and flames, if Jesus leads, 
I'll follow where he goes”? 

A selfish spirit is at least open to suspicion ; 
the whole spirit of the gospel is expressed 
in the words, “ Let a man deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.” 
By baptism we “put on Christ.” 
Gal. iii. 27—* For as many of you as 

have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.” 

If a modern Baptist spake thus, we e=fi 
imagine what criticism his words would 
call forth—How sectarian! how unchari- 
table! how denominational! But since 
the apostle thus spake, we only ask you to 
ponder his words—or, rather, the words of 
the Holy Ghost by the apostle—to ju 
your ‘position by them, and see that, while 
you may be sayed without baptism, until 
baptized you have not “pyt on Christ.” 

«Bat I do not feel fit 10 be baptized.” 
Would you at be, greatly offended “if : 

any one, were 10, fhe yon are, Bop #) 

be baptized.” 

ids soe reps J. for 
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béliever?, Doubt you would, but you, 
Rave by that affirmed wind 
ing yo rs big in. Josns, in 
8t for baptism... You say yon are not S| 
a you. declare | yourself an, nnbe- 

WL rg foo igi oti 
i pi opi so. 

Those who were baptized Were “added 
unto the Church.” Every one who by a 

living faith becomes a member of Christ 
should be “buried ‘with Him in baptism, 
wherein also ye are.risen withhiz thaough lovilling.40-ge-in-at- 
the faith of the operation of God, who 
hath raised him from the dead” (Col. il. 
12.) Having thus put on Christ, you are] 
a member of his church, and should have a 
name and place amongst those. Christians 
who are united in. Church . fellowship in 
the locality where you reside, and who 
you consider are walking aecording to the 
Divine Word. You owe to them the 

weight of your influence and example, and 
all the assistance you can render, by which 

the cause of truth may be maintained. No 

man liveth unto himself: seek by associa- 
tion with those whom you believe to hold 

the truth to strengthen the church and 

glorify Christ. . We have in the closing 

part of the 2d chapter in Acts an account 
of the early church from which we gather 
—1 (v. 42), that they were diligent in 
using the means of instruction and im- 
provement, and abounded in prayer; 2 (v. 
44, 45), that they manifested great liberal- 
ity, brotherly kindness, and self-denial ; 3 
(v. 46, 47), that they were cheerful, thank- 

ful, and bappy, did eat their meat with 

gladness and singleness of heart, praisng 

God, and having f favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily. 
suchas should be saved. Is it to be won- 
dered that the Lord added to sucha church? 
We pray for the. world; we may well pray 
also for the churches, believing that, as 

one has declared, “ When the prophecies 
referring to the church are fulfilled, then 
the predictions concerning the world shall 
be accomplished.” May the Lord make us 
as a church all that he would have us to 
be, then shall we influence for God and 

truth the neighborhood around, and his 
name shall be glorified in the conversion 
of souls to Christ. 

For the VISITOR. 

Home Missions in the Convention. 

Dear Eprror: 

JI mever. dmayiramTiily good to come from 
“a compromise.’ I'fcar that the one you 

report in this week's issue will not prove 

an exception. It is either desirable to 

carry Home Missions into the Convention 

or it is not. And the Convention is fully 
capable of directing that work or it is not. 

If the Convention is not competent to man- 
age it properly, or cannot be trusted to 
manage it wisely and for the best, better 
keep it away. And if the brethren of N. 
B. do not think it trnstworthy, better keep 
their Home Missions—and perhaps other 
things—among themselves until they oth- 
erwise think. For nothing is more essen- 

tial to success in Christian work—espe- 
cially such work as this—than mutual 
Christian confidence. And nobody, I 
think, wishes to see our Home Missions i in 

the Convention unless they are ‘worked 
successfully. 
The case is simply this. If there be 

good and sufficient reasons why there 
should be “a Board of Home Missions for 
New Brunswick,” the members of the N. 

B. B. H. M. Society ought to have influ- 
ence enough in the Convention to have 
one appointed, and confidence enough in 
themselves and the justice of their cause, 
as well as in their brethren, to believe that 
they could. 
Why, then, beforehand, tie the hands of 

the Convention? Why tie their own 
hands in the Convention, should they—as 
is not at all impossible—then be brought 
to see that there is after all 4 more excel- 
lent way ? 

Beside, this action, if it prevail, controls, 
and hampers others as well. It not, only 

| with the request of the Sodiéty, or decline 

.and P.E.L” 

ylnt of line with 
hee of which 

estrjgfing the action o 

a 
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Of course the Convention can comply 

hy ee ond act entirely independent of 
oh, Buf to to dy hate will be to 

"a ‘compro e with those un- 

much is expected, and perhaps rouse to 
greater unwillingness. . : 

.But, on the other hand, to be, goyerned 
by this decision is simply for the, Conven- 
tion of N, S., N. B, and P. E. L to put it- 
self under the control of the N, B.B.H, 
M. Society, at least in the matter of Hone 
Missions. To this, at any rate in the pres- 
ent condition of that Society, I, as one 

member of the Convention, beg respect- 
fully to demur. I prefer that we remain 
as we are, 
The question of Home Missions in the 

Convention can afford to lie over. Even 
the N. B. B. H. M. Society has admitted 
that the principle is sound, and to be acted 
upon. But the Baptist Convention of 

these Maritime Provinces cannot afford to 

stultify itself, and retard a work, it is 
seeking to, promote, by going into this 
union fettered and contollred, or until it is 
prepared $0 go into it wdemgandiogy and 
heartily. 

As] have always said, so I say DOW;— 
Whether one. Board, or two, or many, is 
best, is mot, the question, nor is it necessary |. 

aL present to express an opinion respecting | 52 

which has control of opr Education, and |; 
Foreign Missions, have equal, ; control. in) 
Home Mission work-—shall the Baptist De-|, 
nomination of these Provinces have charge 
of that upon which depends its .enlarge- 
ment and its ultimate existence eveng—or 

shall it continue to be conducted by, who- 
ever may for the time being see fit to take 
it in charge ? 

Certainly, in view of the action of Sa 
Society, it is eminently wise and fitting, 
on more accounts than one, that you should 
earnestly urge increased interest. in the 
Convention on the part of the members of 
that Society—if it can be ascertained who 
are such—as well as of the brethren gener. 
ally residing in New Brunswick. 

Yours very truly, 
T. H. PORTER. 

Ch’town, July 18, 1879. 

Gems. 
—d- 

We can do more good by being good 
than in any other way.—8ir Rowland 
Hill. 

Surely if all the world was made for 
man, then man was made for more than 

the world. 

Batun selects his disciples when they are 
idle ; bat Christ chose his disciples when 
they were-busy at their work, either mend. 
ing their nets or casting them into tie sea. |, 
— Farrenden, 

Speaking reverently, we may say that 
the great religious teachers, Christ includ- 
ed, have given the world very little infor, 
mation. Their power has been the pewer 
to produce convictions.—Sunday After 
noon. 

Every real and searching effort at self- 
improvement is of itself a lesson of pro- 
found humility. For we cannot move a 
step without learning and feeling the way- 
wardness, the weakness, the vacillation of 

our movements, or without desiring to be 
set upon the Rock that is higher than our- 
selves.— Gladstone. 

It' is a high, solemn, almost awful 
thought for every individual man, that his 
earthly influence, which has a commence- 

ment, will never, through all ages, have an 
end! The life of every man, is as the well 

] 

it. But the question is still, and will con. |. 
{tinue to be, Shall the Baptist . Convention, 
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