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Poretry.
The Last Hymn.

he Sabbath day was ending in a village by the
sea,

he uttered benediction touched the people
tenderly,

nd they rose to face the sunsetin the glowing,
lighted west,

nd then hastened to their dwellmgs for God’s

blessed boon of rest,

ut they looked across the waters and a storm
was raging there;

fierce spirit moved above them—the wild
spirit of the air—

d it lashed and shook and tore them; till:
they thundered, groaned, and boomed,

nd alal fm vessel in their yuwn»ipg gulf

ery anxious vqera t.he poople on tha.t rocky
coast of Wales, .

st the dawn of coming morrow should bo
telling awful tales,

fhen the sea had speént iuMon ud should

cast upon the shore ‘ §

its of wreck and: -wollen vichms, as it had

done heretofore.

Vith the rough winds blowing round her, &
brave wom(a;piﬂned her gyes, ' ]
And she saw along the tblllowu a large veuﬁ
fall and rise. ' /
Dh! it did not need a prophet to tell what
the end must be, . '[
or no ship conld ride in safety near the
on snch.s

fhen the p
homes
Db! for power to cross tho waters md the per-
ishing to reach!

Helpless hands were wrung for sorrow, tender
_ hearts grew éold with dread,

And the ship, urged by the tomput, to the to-
~ talrock shore sped.

She has parted in the middle! Oh, iho hlt
of her goes down!

“0d have mercy! Is heaven. far to seek for
those who drown?

Lo! when next the white, shocked faces looked

with terror on the sea,

Only one last

Nearer to the \trem bling-watchers came the
wmkbzod by the wave,

And the man still clang and floated, though no

power on earth could save.

‘C°uld we send him a short message?’’ “Here's

Shout away.”

v e proagHl B S foak 6, he
Wondond what to say.

Any memory of his sermon? Firstly? somdlyf

Ah no!
There was but one thing to utter in that awful

Jesus! Can you
m“ho,q.,*l"mﬂn answer o’er the
wmnwudehn

Then they is
lover of my Wg’.

the neg m‘um"

xi.,.,..msw trom el P

uhmwﬂswwm"ﬁ il

Mm.vwhmmuqhq “Wale|
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The Nihilists of Russia.

-

THEIR® ORIGIN, AIMS, AND METHODS OF

OPERATION.

The recent attempted assassination of
the Czar of Russia has attracted renewed
attention to the society known as Nihilists,
by whom it is supposed the attack on his
life was directed. :

'The vast empire of Russia, said to com-
prise one seventh portion of the territorial
surface of the globe, and containing & pop-
nlation of over ninety millions, is under

Rev. | the absolute rule of the Czar, and the peo-

ple have no voice, either by representation
or otherwise, in the conduct of government.
Under a system of despotism abuses must
inevitably flourish, far however wise and
benevolent the personal rule may. be, he
is liable to be misled by the opinions of in-
terested persons who surround him, and he
must intrust a considerable part of his
power and authority into the hands of men

the ruler or the people. BSe it has been in
Russia, and the Czar, who is said to be a
man of a kindly humane disposition, is
held responsible for acts of cruelty and op-
pression perpetrated by subordinate oﬁi-
cia

A feeling of bitter hostility to the gov-
ernment has for some  time been prevalent
throughout the country, and the vigorous
measures adopted to repress it has only
fanned the flame, until at the present time
the Nihilist¢ and kindred secret societies
have spread through the nation like a can-
cer, and number among their adherents
men and women of every rank in society.

The crnelties practised in the fierce sup-
pression of an insurrection in 1825 left in
the minds of survivors and their friends an
insatiable ¢raving for vengeance, which is-
sued early in the following year in the
formation of a society, established . with
L tha d‘nxr ink amorthvawing deapationn and
giving Ruseia a frée constitution. The
leader of the society was Hertzen, a man
of gonspicuous ability, whose writings ex-
ercised a powerful influence over the minds
of Russian youth. ' He published a journal
in Liondon, which wis secretly smuggled
tinto Russia and eagerly read. = Tt contain-
‘ed details of ‘court intrigue and reports of'

| affairs in the Czar’s palaces, supplied to’

Hertzenby sécret allies in high position at
St. Petersburg, and revealed much of the
workings 6f ‘the machinery by which the
people were oppressed.

The society was the object of a furious

rsecution by the authorities. Many of

members were executed, and others ex-
iled and unprisoned but not.thhntandmg
the efforts made to extirpate it, it increased
in number and in power. Journals, pohtx-
cal troatius, and novels mued from its
printing }freues, and were qu'cnlated

Ig_:ﬂ‘ lasses of society

In 1870 this ‘society took ‘the “Hame of
Nihilists, from the Iitin word Nxhil, 8
nifying nothing, indic: tmg that those who
took thé name believed in none of the ideas

" From this tfme they
decided and important action. The young
men spread themselves ihrongh the differ-
ent provinces, propagating the new ideas
{among the imuan rid’antmg them with

o them to mdlution.
ﬁf“’w r«ws»

might
views. Tambovﬁkol’o a we thy prumm,

obmr ?

unfitted to exercise it with benefit to either

and dooctrines oonii‘d‘md orthodox in Riis-|
began o take ¢

«ﬂm dfehn, was discovered 5
nt wnh&'émen wi:h a nk. |

in full meeting, votes on the new member.
Two votes against him are sufficient cause
of rejection. One may be if the opposing
member can support his opposition by un-
doubted evideneces of disqualification. A
newly-chosen member is invited to a meet-
ing of the circle, where he must take a
solemn obligation or oath in which he
pledges himself to sacrifice his life and all
that is sacred to him in the struggle against
the rants and oppressors of the Russian
pesple; that he will obey and execute
every unanimous decision of the circle
without hesitatien, regardless of any per-
sonal danger he may encounter by so doing.
He avows him#elf a sworn enemy of the
Russian Government, and promises to im-
mediately act against it by every means
he can command.

When a circle reaches the number of
sixty it is subdivided into ten circles of six
each, %o that if discovered by the police
only six persons will suffer arrest. Into
these circles, which meet ostensibly only
for social purpeses, as in the enjoyment
of friendly hospitality, it is sought to draw
in, members frem every class of society—
military officers of every rank, common
soldiers, the middle classes and peasantry.
It is the passion of the day and the dread-
ful mystery which envelops the Order adds
to the fascination. Every member accord-
ing to his means makes weekly or monthly
payments to the treasurer. Money is used
for the purchase of arms, the propagation
of free ideas among the peasantry—each
circle sending an armed agent on this er-
rand. . Many women belong to these cir-
cles, In every town and large village of
Russia there are so many circles, tnat had
the Government a true coneeption of the
extent of their number it would be even
more seriously alarmed than it is.

The andacity with which the  Nihilists
avow their principles und acts, is an im-
portant feature of their society, and shows
tha dangerous character of the orgamza-
tion. This feature was hrou q%
inence after the recent mn of
Krapotkine by a Nihilist agent. A placard
was posted through thé capital by the so-
[ ciety, avowing the deed and stating the
causes which had led to. its commission,
‘and| concluding with | these remarkable
words : “Death for death, execution for ex-
écution, teérror for terror. This is our
answer to the threats, the persecutions and
the oppression of the government.”

gress in Russian society.
oppression have evoked lawless retaliation,

it'is feared, be worked in blood. We can
only pray that they may be solved by the
‘doctrines of the Prince of Peace having a
full and wide exténsion in  Russia, teaching
‘iien_that  they are l;wdners, and  mov-
ing governors and people alike to & mutual
recoguition of each other’s rights, as incel-
cated by our ‘blessed ' Lord in his sermon |
‘on the Mount.

© Hasentials and N,an

g "qm ! sl

themselves Evangelical Ckristians. Tugives
expression to the fundathental principle of
what may be ema&*ﬁ_qw Denomitig- |
miﬂm As T remember. it the motto
runs wmo&hmghh&hhm wIn essentials,
nmpy, in . non-essentials, liberty; in all
things, charity.” ' The séntiment has been

’froqnqntly approved, and so far as Fknow,

never contradieted, but I confess that I do
not like it. It has been ially used
‘with Mmm‘. to d!ﬁc‘:hﬂimsl creeds or

divisions, and |1
) those who do

" So appalling is the straggle now in pro- |

Injustice and |:

and the social problems of the future will, |

In other words,do the understood essentials
of acreed include simply those things
without believing which no person can be
regarded as a Christian? If we believe
that there are certain well defined doctrines
which no true Christian, however ignorant
or wrongly educated, can fail to accept
without reservation, then it is indeed fit.
ting that we should call these doctrines
essential and proclaim them everywhere
asisuch. I do not think that the word is
generally used in this sense. Most of us
have charity enough to suppose that there
are many who doubt what are ealled
essential doctrines, who yet are really
Christians, though of course very imperfect
Christians. If we are to define essential
belief as signifying simply the least belief
possible for one to have and be a Christian,
I think it likely to be both difficult and
unprofitable so to minimize creeds,as to have
them exactly specify the essential doctrine.

But if we do not mean essential to being
a Christian, perhaps we mean essential to
the truth of the gospel. If so, I do not see
how any man dare speak of non-essentials.
Jesus came to bear witness to the truth,
and if I understand his teacking, all truth
of every kind has a place in His kingdom.

The gospel appropriates all truth whether
speculative or practical, and teaches us to
be loyal to it always, as fast and as iar as
we attain to it. Philosophy may recognize
actions which have no moral characteristics;
many truths may be out of present personal
relation to individual men ; but there is no
truth which it is right to deny, or -safe to
forever disbelieve—no truth which when it
enters into relation to our lives we may,
with impunity disregard. The truths of
natural science even are used to promote
the salvation of men under the gospel
dispensation, and the importance of any
religious truth may be immeasurable in
the history of a soul. There isno truth
Whlch 1s non-essential, none which we can
afford to think lightly of.

seems to me as false and mischievous
as the old distinction between mortal and
venial ging.. There was no meed of piek-
mg out deadly sins, for the wages of siy
is death,” . There.is no need of specifying
essential truth, when all truth is essential.
I'regard the way of thinking represented
by the motto. I have called in question as
fraught with dangerand working much
detlial harm to our time. G.

Positive Obedxence.

e e

A eaptain of one of the merchant vessels
of the late Stepben Girard om hearing,
after he had safely crossed the ocean, that
he could do much better for his employer
by taking his ship to a different.port from
that, to which it was consignsd, took the
liberty - of disobeying his instruction, and
went,  to the better market. By doing, so
he mqrouedn Mr. Girard’s profits several
thousand dollars:: - When he'teturned ‘and

' gleefully told his employer what le had
“|doné Mr. Gi

{ah extrd amount for his” services, and then
Thoudcamottovhl&h-hadn wide | dige o (%

currency in our time among those calling | O

thanked hith, pmd him
harged him at once from his employ.

and sorrow at Mr. Girdrd’s deémon, that
wise finincier said, «Y cai have no man in
my employ who will disobey my instruc-
tions. It so happens that oh this 6ccasion
yoar disobedience was profitable to me.
At another time, however, it might be just
the reverse. At any rate I cannot feel
satisfiled to allow any man to take such
liberties, snd as you have done this I can

trust you no more.”
Thus no matter what is proposed as the

alternative, “to obey is better.” If a child
is, sent to school or on an errand, and is
urged by a compamon 0 go elsewhere, let

of feﬂémp him remember “ to oboy 18 better.” If he
is tempt«lto break a any command of parent,

w\oher, dm, any proper law of his

or oqmmmdmant of God, he
¢ “w obeyubetter” Ifin
| to::llllln“ if dishonesty
) #s if indeed some
w&he l:v ofjagé was - a

-;ntnd that

0y

%19 obey  is
a tation to
ngﬁh least
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He is not Here.

You cannot find Christ? , Perhaps you
are looking for Him in the wrong place,
So the women could not find Christ that
first Easter morning when they came to
the place where the Lord lay, came in
earnest quest, bringing spices and sweet
perfume, came to love, to honor, to wor-
ship. But the Lord was not there. They
found grave-clothes, but no Christ. . How
that first Easter morning scene is repeated
peated again and again in our experience !
We come to the spot where we saw Christ
yesterday, but to-day He is not there. He
is gone. And our ears are dull—heavy
with sorrow perhaps—and we hear not, or
heed not, the angel’s gentle rebuke, “ Why
seek ye the living among the dead? He
is not here ; He is risen.”

Men go to the Gospel alone to seek for
their Christ. But the living Christ is not
in a book. In it are the grave-clothes,
that bear the impress of His form. The

'Gospels contain at best but the footprints

He left along the shore, upon the sand on
which he walked. Most lives are like the
way of a ship atsea; they leave no discern-
able path behind them. A few leave a
wake, that remains a few moments, or
hours at best, after the living that made it
have disappeared beyond the horizon.
Christ, walking upon this erasive sea, has
left upon its waves His footsteps, as in ar-
chaic periods the great creatures of the
past have left their foot prints in the rocks.
His footprints will never disappear, never
even grow dim. But Christ’s footprints
are not necessarily Christ.
clothes are not Christ. \
The church is ever going back to
century, or centuries preceeding,
its Christ. It looks for Him among the
traditions of all elders. A curious quest
this is, for a living Christ in a dead past;
and a mournful quest, in not one but many
He has lived in many hearts of

Christ’s grave-

the
to find

This %wtmctxon toombs,
rt;:‘m -essentials and n ,,;n+mnn) faiths; in the heartof Henelon, of

Thomas a Kempis, of Augustine, of Luther,
of Calyin, of Cranmer, of -Wesley, of KEd-
wards, of Channing.  But it was in their
living hearts He d\y:elt; only his sweet
memory enshrined im sacred spices, ouly
his grave clothes are or can be in their
writings. But, disciples, on a more sacred
quest than any of the medizval saints, for
Holy Grail, go again and again to those
tombs for the living Christ. They eyven
chide, sometimes gently, sometimes with
fierce upbraidings, those who, having a
living Christ, refuse to go back to search
for the living among the dead, who hav ing
a living Chl‘lat refuse to anoint with bpl(l 5
the grave-clothes.

Chnstlans gre ever going back to their
dead experiences for a living Christ.
They search for Him in their memories.
They look for Him in the hopes of yester-
terday whom they should look for in, the
hopes of to-day and of to-morrow. They
know not the meaning ofgthe declaration,
His mercies are new ¢ven,morning.  They
monqn over the wnthered‘ﬂow;ers gathered
last week instead of going out to pluck

the captain expreuing great’ surprise ‘'those that have the dew uponjthem. They

try to keep the manna of yesterday, and
know not. that manna fresh \fallen from
heaven sparkles on_the ground to-day.
Many a Cowper seeks thus the living
among the dead, singing,

What peaceful hours I once enjoyed,
How sweet their memory still.

Sorrowing disciples, why seek ye the
living among the dead? He is not here.
He is risen. Go into Galilee. Go to your
daily tasks ; to your accustomed work., He
will come when you seek Him in the way
which he has appointed. Walking on your
mission, whatever it may be, He shall ap-
pear to_you ; perhapsjunrecognized, save
as He makes your heart burn within
you, you know not why,  Offering your
humble hospitality tola stranger, He shall
vsuddenly be revealed topyou in the moment,
in which you give of yourfown to another’s
need. After the long night of seemingly
fruitless vil He shall suddenly reward you

by His, appearance and His invitation,
Como‘ and dine.

.. ¢ He that hath My comnlndmonts and
hopuhlhu,;hitm that loveth Me ; and
]IOM§Mlsﬂnl be loved of My
Fat d I will love him and: hunm
yl‘lfton." il ol
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