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The subject, * Who would have thought 
224 it, or who is responsible?” and the texts | 

chosen were: 

«If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not: doth not 
he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that 
keepeth thy soul doth he not know it, and shal not 
he render to every man according to his works.” — 
PROV. xxiv. 12. 

And in connection therewith: 

* But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in 
times past, and it hath been testified to his owner 
and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed 
a man or a woman; the ox shall be stoned and his 
owner also shall be put to death.” —EXxoD. xxi. 28, 29. 

The preacher commenced by saying: As 
the times now are, many will say, We have 

enough to do to shoulder our own respon- 

. sibilities and look out for self-interest. The 

selfish man saith, “I know when to shut 

my eyes, I am not such a fool as to act the 
Good Samaritan to every stranger. Blood 
runs thicker than water, and self stands 

first, let others look out for themselves.” 

But friends, in the light of the texts before 
us, are we clear of responsibility ? 

First of all it is pointed out that we are 

not acquitted in God’s sight by merely 
saying, “Behold we knew it not.” He 

“that pondereth the heart” considers our 

duty in another light; “shall he not ren- 

der to every man according to his works ?” 
Next to the destructive and soul-tor- 

menting worm that dieth not, may be men- 
tioned the “worm of the still,” what mad- 
ness, what destruction hath “its poisoned 
breath wrought? Its deadly fumes will 
bring the strong man down as surely as the 
push and thrust of an angry ox. Its coil 
18 more to be feared than the deadly bind- 
ing of the Boa Constrictor. Beware of 
the social quicksands, many are sinking 
slowly, but sinking surely. Much evil is 
wrought by want of thought as well as 
want of heart. And I shall be gladif some, 
after pondering my words, shall conclude 
wisely, as did a man after reading a lecture 
on the same subject ; he said when he read 
it over twice,—* this man is a fool or I an..” 
Carefully reading it again he said “I was 
a fool I” and never tasted a drop of ardent 
spirits afterwards. And it is our duty to 
look at this giant evil intemperance. - Our 
text plainly declares that to say ‘we knew 
it not,” will not justify or wash us from all 
responsibility, for this ox has a long time 
been known and feared for his thrusting 
and destructive qualities. 

‘man ri handles or 

\ to'dll We would say, 

“Beware! note the spring, follow the 
stream, and judge by the results, whether 
it be good or bad.” 
We think intoxicating liquors have been 

| rightly called “liquid crime,” and the re- 
| cords prove that this ox has been known to 
push with its drinking horn very cruelly 

in the past. In Boston, of 835 complaints 

at the police court, 400 charges were 

against common drunkards. The TU. S. 

Prison Discipline Report gives 125,000 

criminals during the year, and of that 

number 93,750 were mo¥e or less excited 

and drawn into evil and trouble by drink. 

What shipwreck of human and domestic 
happiness is wronght ; truly this evil is like 
the angry.ox, trampling and rending the 

[innocent with the guilty, as it madly rushes 

lat those who provoke it and set it loose. 

The drink traffic to-day is the ruin of 
many. This upas tree dwarfs virtue and 

fosters vice. 

But who would have thought it? who is 
responsible? Has not this troublesome 
“black ox” been known to push with his 
horn in times past? Then we, as honest 
men, should chain him, for the safety of 

others and try and keep him in for the sake’ 
and safety of others as well ‘as our own 
welfare. 

Some men’s fortunes are built of blood 
and tears. Yet their recompense shall be 
in strict justice, Prov. xxi. 12: “according 
to his works.” And it might be well to 
read and ponder the following passages 
from the Bible, they throw some light upon 
the subject. 
Prov. xx. 

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is rag- 
ing ; and whosoever is deceived thereby 1s 
not wise, 

Prov. xxii. 

29. Who hath woe? who hath sorrow ? 
who hath contentions? who hath wounds 
without a cause ? who hath redness of eyes ? 

30. They that tarry long at the wine; 
they that go to seek mixed wine. 

Here we have the observations of a wise 

man concerning the benefits gained by 
those who love and tarry long at the wine, 

and seek the cup which by cunning mixing 
has been made more potent. And is the 

verdict in accordance with the expecta- 

tions of those who drink to drown dull 
care? “Whohath woe? They that tarry 
long at the wine ;” “Who hath sorrow ? 

Think of the awful cost of keeping up 
this tormentor. Englands yearly drink 
bill is £140,000,000 sterling ; but gold and 
silver and figures fail to set forth the cost. 
Talk not of Juggernaut—the car Bacchus 
drawn forward by thousands of willing 
slaves, is to-day crushing out precious lives, 

and mangling the hopes and love of untold 
numbers. And their blood and misery cry 
for justice and deliverance. ‘Fine feath- 
ers make fine birds’ do they? then it is 
time we strip off the tinsel so as to judge 
the matter fairly. 

Bacchus is a thief and a robber. Let us 
have naught to do with his immense losing 
bank, it is a deception and a fraud. Why 
nurse a serpent >—lose money, time, health, 
business, character, conscience and friends, 
and also the soul too often, for it is includ- 
ed in the deposit for strong drink ? “Give 
me drink if I am damned for it!” said one 
maddened by the accursed thirst kindled’ 
but not quenched by Rum! “Strong 
drink,” judging from -resilts, we should |*®Y 
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think it weakening, unless the staggering 
walk and palsied hand are a sign of its great 
strength. To make intoxicating drinks 
in the United Kingdom the trade destroys 
yearly 88,420,525 bushels of grain; in the 
United States 70,000 bushels more. ‘What 
a waste of useful food! Calculating that 
a bushel of wheat or barley of 58 Ibs. yields 
40 Ibs. of flour, this will make 60 Ibs. of 
bread, the above quantity would give 
over 130 2Ib. loaves of bread to every fami. 
ly of five persons in the States, reckoning 
8,000,000 families. Placed as paving stones 
they would pave a road 80 feet wide and 
1,800 miles long. 

If the. grain ‘consumed in the United’ 
Kingdom were made into bread, one wr { 
supply ‘would ' employ 100 Bhais sad 
baking 100 loaves an hour for 10 ho 

with bis tedin. carrying a load of five husk 
dred loaves away every half hour for 

a 
daily for 35 years, and it would take a man { 4 

Who hath contentions? They that tarry | P® 
long at the wine.” By these it is plainly 
set forth that neither the guernéisy con- 

sumed, nor the strength thereof, can give 
deliverance from trouble, but the rather 

increase it; for «“ Who hath wounds with- 

out a cause?’ “Who hath redness of 

eyes? They that tarry long, they that go 
ot seek mized wine.” 

31. Look not upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth its color in the cup, 
when it moveth itself aright : 

32. At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
and stingeth like an adder. 

33. Thine eyes shall behold strange wo- 
men, and thine heart shall utter perverse 
things. 

This passage shows how drink inflames 
lust, and destroys purity of Wolght’ and 
expression. 

34. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth 
down inthe midst of the sea, or as he that 
lieth down upon the top ofa mast, = 

85. They have stricken Fo Cam thou 
, and 1 was not sick ; 

me, and I felt it not : when aT I te 
I will seek it yet again. 

What a reckless, helpless creature, a man 
becomes when once rendered insensible by 

will seek it yet again.” 
Isaiah v: 

11. Woe unté them that rise up ells 
in the mo , that they may follow 

Gn 0H gy 

strong drink; that continue uptil night, 
till wine inflame them ! 

22. Woe unto them' that are mighty to 
drink wine, and men of strength to ‘mingle 
¥trong drinks! 

| ception. Those who are strong witted a 
strong Fr. and who can render tk 

8 helplessly 

digits. cy ‘These illustrations | 

the thrust of this ox, The poor confused) 
brain heeds not the danger, but saith, “I| 

Isaiah, an inspired prophet makes no & , 
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20. Tdolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 
ance, emulations, wrath, seditions, heresies, 

21.  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, 
revellings, and such like: of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in 
time past, that they which do such things 
shall not inherit the kingdom.of God. 

And it will be profitable just to read 
some of his words of warning in times past. 

1Cor. vi: 

10. Nor thieve nor drunkards, nor re- 
vilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God. 

Phil. iii. 

18. For many walk, of whom I have 
told you often, and now tell you even weep- 
ing, that they are the enemies of the cross 
of Chsist ; 

19. Whose end is destrnction, whose 
god is their belly, and whose glory is 
their shame, who mind earthly things. 

Rom. xiii. 

13. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; 
not in rioting and drunkenness, not. in 
chambering and wantonness, notinstrife 
and envying. 

. With such texts before us can we % For- 
bear to deliver them that are drawn unto 

If thou sayest,—behold we knew it not ; 
doth not he that pondereth the heart con- 
sider it.and he that keepeth thy soul, doth 
he not know it? And shall not he render 
to every man according to his works?” 
Permit me to read a few extracts which 
have come under my own notice, and God 
grant that we may not excuse ourselves in 
the use and cireulation of intoxicants with, 
“Who would have thought when I 
gave the lad the first glass the scene would 
end thus?’ 
Take this illustration from a police court: 

“Johnson, the officer says you were 
drunk, and that you haven’t drawn a sober 
breath for a or How is that, Johnson 
“Yer honor,” said Johnson as he drop- 

pes one arm over the rail and leaned back 
eavily upon the policeman who supported 

him by the shoulder, ‘yer honor it’s true. 
I’ve been drunk for a week as you say, an’ 
I haven't got a word to say to defend my- 
self. I've been in this ere court I guess a 
hundred times before, an everytime before 
I’ve asked yer honor to let me off light. 
But this time I don’t have no fear. ou 
can send me up for ten days or ten years 
it’s all one now,” _ As he spoke he brushe 
away a tear ‘with “hie hat, and when he 

paused, lie coughed, a dry hacking cou » 
and he drew his tattered coat closer to 
throat. * When I went up before,” he iy 
nod. “I always counted the days and 
the hours "till rd come off. This time I'll 
count the blocks to the potter’s field. I'm 
most gone, Judge.” He paused and looked 
down upon his almost shoeless feet. 
“When I was a little country ‘boy, my 

mother used to say to me; ¢ Charlie, if you 
want to be a man, never touch liquor,” an’ 
I'd answer ‘ No, mother, I never will” If 
Id kept that promise, you an’ me would’nt | 
have been so well accquainted, Judge. If 
I could only be a boy again for half a day ; 
if I could go into the school house, just 
once more and see the boys and girls as I 
used to see them in the old davs, I could 
lay down here and ae a it's too 
late! Send iparp. oo Make it ter 
days or for life, It hm rc 1 
ence now. Ohne way would be as short as 
short as the other. All I ask now is to 
pabngy I’ve been in crowded tenements 

e before I go, I'll die contented.” 

- The case of poor lost Charlie Totus Ad 
beaten | being duplicated all over our country, 

God has said, * Wine is a mocker, strong 
drink is pe whosoever is pws 

ook rpc [1 my 

death and those that are ready to be slain. | 

be alone for a wow 

ngs won’ $y 

emoy 
it—and that’s a 
see.” So eve 

n, just befd 

§d when one nig 
and the nen ather, SAD PLC "He 

night was sally mp ertinent, and the next 
win along time out, "and Mosily had to be 
dismissed for “taking too much,” the mis- 
tress and master agreed that perhaps it was 
not a very safe thing to send her every 
night to a public bar; but they “ne jer 
thought ‘of it.” 

doctors, and fully believe from actual ex- 
perience that there are times and circum- 

stances when it is right and needful to 
order it as any other medicine, but the fol- 
lowing shows how great the need of cau- 
tion even here: | 

“In your reduced state, my. dear sir; I 
must order you a glass of port wine twice 
a day, and try bitter beer with your dinner 
and r hope we shall soon see you yourself 
again. I know you are an abstainer, but 
this is a case of necessity, so take my 
advice.” 

Some months after when the doctor had 
to attend the same case for incipient in- 
toxication, and was reminded by his trem- 
bling wife that he had never cared for 
dri of before and that through his orders 
had commenced this craving for it, he 
sh his shoulders and assured her that 
had he known he was so Rsosptible, he. 
would have ordered less and told him when 
to stop—but he “NEVER THOUGHT oF 17.” 

A little girl has at the Band of Hope or 
Help One Another Society, learned the; 
evils of intemperance, and says to herself, 
I'll never drink—never ! She is met at the 

door by her mother with a jug—“Do dar- 
ling run for some beer.” = A look of remon- 
strance is noted. But the mother dispels 
the doubt and resolution by “ All right my |, 
child, I know you belong to the Help One. 
Another Band-but we have com pany—get, 
me two quarts, quick.” Some time after 
that child was missing from home, the 
mother wept bitterly but vainly and the 
beginning of the evil was traced to the 
night when she waited at the bar to be 
served. “Who would have thought it ?” 
Death had snatched away all but one 

and he was the idol and delight of that 
home, a favorite with the school-master 
and called by his companions “a jolly good 
fellow.” He was petted and admired at 
the table by the friends who often dined 
and supped there.  From-home he went 
to college; in his trunk was placed a 
Bible, and “God bless you,” was said by a 
fond mather at. the parting. hnt no. warn. 

evils and temptations that would beset his 
s | pathway ; his city connections were high- 

ly respectable and he wis received with 
admiration into their circle, and soon the 

habit learned at home was carried to ex 
cess, and two years after an old man is 
seen weeping beside a newly made grave, 
and these bitter words are spoken: «Oh, 

least you had been warned, but who would 
have thought it ‘would have .come to 

this ?” 
How many by the tenting jose have 

caused another to drink and take the first 
step across the line of sebriety, and then 

when they had seen the subject of their 
peel to a pl ug grave, 
too late they say it would have been better 
not to have tempted him. But who is| 
responsible ? Awful question when we 

20: “Saying I shall have peace though’ : 
walk in the get of e heart, 
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Oh! when will people consider their ; 
dividual responsibility in this matter, ay 
like Paul of old encourage /'those who se 

“wo 

stinence. Is it not. time, that. ministey 
teachers; doctors, parents and all Chr 
tians of every rank and oreed fairly coy wi 
sidered this great question of seckinll . 
every man his brother's good? can wll 4 
cling to a mere indulgence which is wor 
ing so much mischief, and excuse ourselve 
by saying, “I did net think of it, I a 
not responsible?” Read. the tac aga 
and pray for right decision. 
Now findlly, concerning drink’ and drunk 

enness, “ Who is responsible #” Inthe cag 
of a guilty knowledge of the ox being won 
to push, the owner was liable to be put tg 
death and the ox destroyed. Is there les 
responsibility resting upon those who 
make and let) loose npon the: public strong! 
drink and seek to flood a community with 
the same? 

With'réspéet “to the Honesty and right 
eousness whereof I would say “judge fo 
yourself.” Mr. Moody told a distiller to 
do what everhe did for the glory. of God, 
and said he “if you gétdown and pray 
about a barrel of whiskey, ‘and say for i in- 
stance when you sell it * O Lord God let thi 
whiskey be blessed to the world,” it is 
probably honest, 
My unconcerned friend, "make not sport 

of the . drunkard, - despise him not-for thi 
‘weakness and sin. - Remember i in God's 
sight there are other sins just as vile, sins 
that are winked at among men, and thine : 
unbelief will as surely keep thee out of 
heaven, unless thou repent. 
And you, poor tempted struggling one, 

we will not condemn you. . Rather forget 
your-vain and broken resolutions of the | 
past, and remember Jesus is still % MicuTy 
T0 save.” He can deliver Satan's’ cap 
tives, He is able to “Set at liberty them 
that are bruised.” Have no more to do with 
the drink that “mocks,” “deceives,” and 
“ bites at the last.” 

. And for safety «flee for your life” leave 
the City of destruction behind you and 
trust. in the vr.gon that oT — us Aon. 

“who is able to keep you from falling” 
and by his grace determined to leave the 
Tempter and his eharming cup. 
And verily the God of all 

help and bless you. 
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