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of the For Societymt which 
Rev. T.J. and three others were 

present prior v1 i ban for Africa to plant 

Why? 

“ And Old Disciple,” writing to the 
London Baptist urges some points of con- 
sideration upon our English Brethren, that 
are exceedingly pertinent. He asks why 
are American Baptists so much more 
blessed in their heme and foreign mission 

work than English Baptists. We have no 
desire to throw stones, as Arthur Mursell 

did at our communion table, saying that 
we chained a hell dog to it to bark at in- 
traders, but'we would kindly and earnestly 
suggest to our, English brethren, may not 
the reason of our greater blessing result 
from a more logical and scriptural holding 
of the truth in respect to the ordinances of 
the Lord’s house. It sems to us while our 
English brethren are as firm Baptists as 
ourselves on the baptism question, they 
comeede their vantage ground’ when’ they 
stop short of the scriptural order, and*hold 
the Lord’s Supper to be an ordinance for 
the unbaptized as well as baptized. Many 
of our English brethren seem to us to make 
4 great deal of baptism, and also to make 
nothing of it. The Lord’s Supper, and in 
many instances the church itself is open to 
any one who avows discipleship, but re- 
Jects the baptism Christ commanded. As |8 
a matter of fact, the Freewi!l Baptists of 
the United States who are open commun- 
ion, like most English Baptists, do not ap- 
proach the Regular Baptists in numerical 
increase. Our close communion, so much 
spoken against, and written against, does 
not seem to hinder God’s rich blessing from 
descending upon us either at home or 
abroad. Mr. Mursell and others like him |: 
ought to note this fact and be careful what |: 
they say. May not our greater blessings 
as American Baptists result from our 
more loyal and literal following of the 
plmn order of the ordinances as found in 
the New Testament. To us this seems to 
he the case, for English Baptists hold as 
loyally as ourselves to the great doctrines 
of grace. The question propounded is 
worth thoughtful and prayerful considera- 
tion. 

_ The Baptist Union 

. Of Great Britain and Ireland has just held 
its annual session in London. The retir- 
ing President, H. S. Brown, gave a brief 
resume of the work of the year, and then 
introduced his successor, Rev. George 
Gould. The Secretary, Rev. 8. H. Booth, 
read a gratifying report of work performed. 
The churches each year are more fully co- 
operating with the Union. A library of 
some 4000 vols. has been gathered, among 

them are many rare books, that will be of 
great service to the future historian of the 

denomination. The statistics show 2,451 
chapels, 1 028, 000 sittings, 276,348 church 

members, 40, 216 S. S. Teachers, 369,317 

scholars, 1,879 pastors, and 2,652 evange- 
list and lay preachers. The chapel accom- 
modation has been increased by 20,000 
new sittings at a cost of £145,000. The 
The sum of £16,996. 14s. 2d. was raised 
for Home Mission work. A large amount 
of work has been done by pastors who for 

a few weeks have gone out under the di- 
rection of the Union as Evangelists. The 
report closes with a political paragraph 
which we give to show how our English 
brethren look at politics : 

“There is also much in the political 
world to cause deep anxiety to every loyer 
of his country," With TE 
whether “in tHe man - 
nation, we can haye no part nor lot. 
repudiate aggression ; we would orl 
good will among men; we denounce the 
sacrifice of life, and the impoverishing of 
ational resources in an unrighteous cause ; H 
and there much being done to-day, in 
England’s namg and with English blood 
and treasure, for which no righteous cause 
hits been shown. It seems sometimes fs if 
this fair world of ours were given over to 
Satan and his angels. But it is not so. 
Right shall not always be overborne by 
might. - Be watchful; each of youjsand 
when the time comes—and there are gleams 
of its coming—act, and dojyour best to set 
free our co "8 voice “to speak “once 
more for truth, honor, humanity, freedom, 
and peace throughout the world gs 

The President’s opening address abounds 
ellent practical suggessions. 

ne gn fivan 'w Otir Present Outlook,” sod 
some of its par: we shall giv 
othéf isd. AHS re 
Dr. Underhill proposed, 

, seconded that the Rev. F 

a Mission on the banks of the Congo, at} 
and beyond San Salvador. 
from Mr. Combers’ speech will give a tol- 
erably fair idea: of the land and people :— 

Ten months singe, acting upon the in- 
stfueions of the committee’ of the society, 
Mr. Grenfell and he a Comber) had the 
honor of being appointed to the work of 
going to the Congo district for the, pur- 
pose of examining it with a view to occu- 
ying:it ia the future for: the Saviour, 

§ esus Christ. _ Their aim’ would be to an- 
nex that territory for the King of Right- 
eoushess, whose right it was to reign, and 
whose reign was righteousness and peace. 
They left Cameroon and set out on a long, |. 
and in some respects, difficult journey 
Consul Hopkins, her Mnjesty’s 8 representa- 
tive on the coast, said, “Well, certainl 
try; but I do not, think you will ever reac 
San Salvador. They to took three days 
journey on the strong current of the River 
Congo, and then eight days rough walking 
over hills and valleys and through the 
rough grass. At last they reached that 
mountain upon which San Salvador was 
situated. Fhoy were well received by the 
king of Congo, and after staying at San 
Salvador for three weeks they set off - to- 
wards the interior, and, after meeting many 
difficulties they at length reached uta. 
Many people had asked whether they were 
not molested by the people and whether 
dangers of the journey were not very 
great; but when he told them that the 
greatest enemy they encountered was a 
little insect called a “jigger,” not quite so 
large as a pie head, an which burrowed 
into their feet, they might imagine that 
their enemies were not'very great. They 
found in the first place that Tw was a heal, 
thy country. The great desideratum in 
that respect which missionaries in Africa 
had longed for so. many years they had 
found in the Congo country. He had no 
trace of sickness all the time he was there. 
He had found the weather in England dur- 
ing the past month or two, far more try- 
ing than the elimate of Co The peo- 
ple ev a were peaceably and kindly 
dispose e and his comrades had no 
reason to f them. When the natives 
saw that he and his friends went amo 
them with confidence, and with scarcely 
any weapon, having only two or three guns 
for sporting purposes, t ‘would not’ be 
likely to molest them, so ‘Thy had confid- 
ence in them. He was everywhere hospit- 
ably received and sometimes enthusiastic- 
ally welcomed. They everywhere gave 
food in. return for the- goods which he took 
with him, and he was able’ to travel 
ably among them. The pposition: of thio 

little superstition. » natives were ver 
intelligent and v us to learn, an 
they were laaking Jo ith. ploas- 
ure to his return am: em. 1 

The missionary ° ris already on its 
way, having left Li 1 in the steamship 
“Volta,” KEarnestly have our brethren 
prayed that Ethi \ppia may stretch out her 
hands unto God. | 

Led 

The Christianat at Work maké some 

sharp hits at 4 kind of preaching which is 
becoming far too common. The truth we 
are to preieh, today is ‘the same as that 
preached and recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles. ‘The same as our Fathers preah. 
ed who so faithfully followed Apostol- 
ic example. Modern § lights have 

e quantity and 
eT has 
nd a | fraud. 

i : borrred 
by men who to-day stands in pulpits and 
think their mission to be the drawing of 
the masses by the setting forth of “ some 
new thing,” or the exhibition of a set of 
pulpit pyrotechnics. Let such beware and 
if not past redemiption, return to the old 

o | Paths and walk therein. We need ' solid 
doctrinal preaching in this age perhaps | in 
more than ever before. The Christian at 
Work referring to this evil says: 

added nothing new to 
quality of lmth. WW htever 

“It is in this way that there is being de- 
veloped a generation of jelly-fish Christians 
who know hog) slioy of doctrine, and 
are posi fobs. gical sub- 

e ima su- stance. hey 
rior kind. of Being hom he call God, 

ut of whose, attributes—beyond a dim 
conception that he is the essence of love— 
they have about fhe pla of an idea ‘as heli 
assho iy on the plains, or 

Bistinion of Zulu Sy Beli. Hide, ine 
that yn: died Poe Puy i on the |“ 
eross; but Fem sacrifice ayai 
phe yf is of av il—or wh 
Christ should Ep fied died such an awfv 

Fingers «rod the rsh i 

An extracts 

people was not offered as it had been in 
Cameroons. He found that the condition ing there, with two or three minidury: i of some of the le  oas very hopeful.’ speak, wonld PE trast At San Salvador for ini there was| Also, instead of Staading out in con 

|in our modern preaching. The love of 

| Vis 

— = 

improved. 
place and recognition. 

— 

vinces. The «Youths Visitor” for June 
will be ready next week and will contain 
two Lhd illustrations. 

lately been the recipient of $150,000 which 

will provide a much needed Library Build- 
ing, Library, endowment of the chair of 
Hebrew, Elocution, and Corresponding 

Secretaryship. If our Theological De- 
partment at Acadia is to flourish it must 
speedily have an endowment. Who will 
devise and execute liberal things in its be- 
half. It should be made worthy the pat 
ronage of our rising ministry or aban 
doned. 

The Disciple is the name of a new, paper 
published : at Newport, N.' 8. monthly. It 
is a well edited sheet, advocating the doec- 

trinas ‘of the Christian (Oampbeliite) 
Church, and will doubtless meet with the en- 
couragement the enterprise demands. We 
have long thought that it ‘would be better 

family to be united, and we hope that time 
will bring about the desired consumation. 
The Disciple will earnestly plead for 
immersion as the only baptism. + 

Dr. J. Wheaton Smith, of Philadelphia, 
who is almost @ New Brunswicker, being 
born in Calais, is reported as follows in an 
address before the ministerial Union. 
“He censured the meretricious methods 

of attracting an audience. He did not 
think that the pulpit was waning in ability. 
The best preaching’ does not always draw 
the largest audience. Men are not drawn 
to the gospel and the ministry as they 
used to be. One reason is because there 
are so many gatherings and excitements 
through the week. en he came to the 
city twentysix years ago, there was no pub- 

¢-| lic hall except, Musical Fund Hall on Lo- 
cust Street. © An announcement of ¥ meet- 

to all this weekidiy, wid, we kh 
it, trying to imitate the Lyceum. We 
make {oo much of the sermon, as the Epis- 
copalians make too little of it. 

Also there ; as been a lack in doctrine. 

notion, “only believe” “just now,” “just 
when you please,” is erroneous and harm- 
ful. There is little to be saved from 

Christ stands out if its “native sweetness 
only where ‘we recognize it as saving from 
hell. 

Now is the time to subscribe for the 
CurisTiaN Visitor. We will send it to 
the close of 1879 to all new subscribers for 
$1.00 cash. Eight months for $1.00. Let 
our pastors And friends make known the 
offer, and send us in several hundred names. 
Secular papers may be had for a dollar, 
but no religious paper in the Dominion as 
large as the Visitor, or approaching it, is 
less than two dollars. And ‘further, no 
good religious and denominational life can 
be built up by taking secular papers and 
exc re hy if you 
wish tl ) otab ahd en into” your 
churches to be thorough-going Baptists, | © 
duce tiem to Hermit Aep EE 
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5 wi 
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Dear Epirok,— 
I will not Swear at the “ Proof-reader,” 

because my own head is bald ‘with: the 
curses heaped upon it ‘on’ that’ seeount, 
But I vi ou to please correct a 
couple A ‘in wy  article'# Char- 

> of last issue. In 10th line 

oe > read « Wooden Horse.” 

The “ Visitor Bible Lessons,” Intersh 

tional series for June are now ready and 
we hope ourschools generally will order and 
use them, as we claim them te be. uuequal- 
led by any now being used in the Pro. 

Rochester Theological Seminary has 

for the different sections of the Baptist] 

Salvation hds been made too cheap. This 

rm el se 

pi ~~ Bditorial Notes: ~ Spee orm ae sons me —— YouTH's] 

The Vermont Baptist is alsryed and 
It is a‘ vigorous adpirant for 

Visrror, was issued last ' week, 

is earnestly desired. 

and printed on good book paper. 

the same rate. 

Store, 99 Germain St., St. John, N. B. 

(For the VISITOR.) 

‘“Case Hardened.” 

Dr. Talmage has been‘tried for falsehood 
and deceit. The Brooklyn Presbytery by 
a vote of 25 to 20 has rendered the Scotch 
verdict of “not proven.” Dr. Talmage 

still more sensational. His followers of 
the Tabernacle add scenic stage effects to 
pulpit theatricals and make a travesty of 
the doctrine of ‘Sanctification by trial, by 

* [floral decorations, representing purification 
by; fire. If evidence were wanting of the 
demoralizing effect of Mr. Talmage’s course 
of sensationalism and extravagencies it is 
supplied ‘here. . ‘One would suppose that 
his trial would have chastened him and 
his followers into decorous quiet and that 
the shadaw still hanging over his name 
and fame, would have caused him and 

them to be sorrowfully silent. : Not so. 
His career seems to have begotten a moral 
obstuseness in all concerned, even in the 

Presbytery who gave him doubtful absola- 
tion by a bare majority, and then com- 
mended him to men’s confidence and God's 
favor! The lesson is obvions; itis that 
systematic extravagance “case hardens.” 

(For the VISITOR.) 

‘We notice that the Southern Baptist 
Convention which met at Atlanta, Ga., on 
the 8th inst., passed a resolution providing 
for the preparation of a Catechism con- 
taining the substance -of the Christian Re- 
ligion, for the instrietion of children and 
servants.” This dotion of our ‘Southern 
brethren is wise, timely, and ‘worthy of 
imitation, We wish ourown Convention 
would either recommend the adoption of 
some catechism already in Saacs. or cause one to be prepared ror mn ung 

of : tion: 
is not beyond the sphere or benesth the 
attention of that body, but bears a close’ 
relation to our Home Mission-and Educa- 
tional work. Other matters may have 
more seeming, bt not more real Lv 4 dd 
ance. 
No one familiar with the Som) ind 

church life of our people, can ‘doubt that 
the systematic doctrinal instruction of the 
young is sadly insufficient. The parents 
who regularly instruct and catechize their 
children are few in number. The Inter- 
national Lessons, so generally adopted, fail 
utterly to supply the deficiency. Their 
fragmentary and interdepdminational har- 
acter makes this their great defect. The 
pulpit cannot fill the void. Nothing 
can meet the felt want but. early, simple, 
and systematic training of the young in 
the truths (doctrines) of the Gospel, and 
in $hia.a. well digessed. satachiom. iy as, in- 
dispensable aid. 
The want is real and the danger pressing, 

Teachers in Sabbath Schools confess, the 
lack of Biblical knowledge on ‘the ‘part of 
evén the older scholars, ‘The ministry dé- 
plore. the: want of doctrinal wig 
aah vn rt: bob hei 

. The, fault lies in, the i ci- 
rj of ‘rudimentary instruction in “early 
life. The matter is worthy of : 
and best attention and. 
tion to speak out on. this matter, as the 
Southern Convention bas done, a ‘hearing 
would be given to it and good : wesuits 
follow, We may learn from Rome's poli- 
cy and success, not to neglect the’ ‘young, 
and the stability and steady, gad 
Scotch Presbyterianism, so largely: dne 
fh Mg Jamey, w fo 

B dh hid ich E53 

and 

specimen numbers have been sent Sunday 

| School Workers, whose co-operation in in- 

| troducing it into all our Sunday Schools 

It is illustrated 

Price 

13 cents per year postage paid. Any num- 

ber of copies supplied, and for any time at 

Address Visitor Book 

exults and declares his intention of being 

Ge 

ed with sour ohfirches, dre just in s 
condition as we have described. The Jl wor} 
son is‘ obvious. ‘There is hot enougyfll M 
portance attached to the prayer mei ri® ° 
Too many mertibers look” upon abseil ple 

ties 

inp 

themselves from the prayer meeting 
a trifling matter while they would thi 
a fearful thing to be absent from a pre T 
ing service. When thé’ evening of gl valu 
prayer meeting comes round, one wil] Jl rece 
jure'up one excuse, and’ another anol sists 

| and thus the numbers decrease, and » PI 
the decrease of numbers, there is a decragill 40 
of interest until it is reduced to’ abs her 
coldness and indifference. One has JB snd 
“the prayer medting is'the pulse of (il yer 
church,” and upon giving'the subject ] 
meditation we are inclined to think (fil ou 
there is a great deal of truth in the remy tio" 
Of one thing we are ‘certain, that wigll | 
there is a healthy "and" flonrishing pragll ing 
meeting, there will be found » healthy ho) 
flourishing church. Wa #96" not so sill 2" 
—indeed we have very serious douby 
to whether a "healthy and flourish I 
church can be found anywhere’ thas ill 0 
not connected with it a good live y la 

I) ‘meeting. A good pr J. prayer m 
ing is a source of “growth in grace” 
each member of the'church, and the y 
—who, by the way, is apt to geta 
cold and discouraged sometimes when] 
labors don’t seem ‘to’ be rewarded 
souls—is often cheered and encouraged 
his work, and is enabled, by the streng 
and benefit which he receives from he 
ing his brethren and sisters talk’ of { 
goodness of Ged toward’ them, to 4 
with more ‘effect ‘to ‘the ‘unéonve 
Brethren, make the ‘prayer meetings int 
esting and attractive, and yeu will { 
better yourselves, your minister will 
better, and he will preach better, and i 
labor and yours will ‘be rewarded byt 
outpouring of the Holy Bpiris and the 
version of souls. 
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Anecdote of Hall and Foster. 

In a conversation between John Foste 
the Kssayist, and" Rober: Hall, on o 
occasion, Mr. Foster was deprecating th 
fact that almost every ‘form of heresy 
had sloughed off ffém the Christian fai 
such as ‘ Unitarianism, Universalism, et 
clung ‘to immersion ‘as the only hyo 

| He ‘seeniéd to regird it isa’ 

rr ir Pb 
in ‘his happiest “style: ' % Wy, b 
Foster, ‘there is ‘nothing strange ti his 
Our denomination hag ‘uch rich p 
that our” Ors cannot resist | 
temptation to graze om it.” * Now, whi 
the eloquent preacher said in a half playful 
way has no little of truth in it, Ther 
being no intermediary ‘between us and th 
Word of God to eut, and square, 
adjust its teachings to a creed’ pe 
formed, gives a freshness, a vigor, a pow 
to our doctrines and practices, which con 
mand the affections and ua of 
spiritual- minded 
presses the human mid as a i sai 
the Lerd,” direct from the fountain-he 
of all truth. Certainly it is not pghompri 
for ‘us ‘to say thit a’ denomination b 
adopts the Word of God as its « only rule 
of faith and practice that allows 1 

. | Assatiblies, Cofarénoéd, Consistories 
Diets, Councils, and the like, to “sq 
the Scriptures to the creed” before they 
will risk that Holy volume to speak for 

) 

itself; that regs By rg the dicta of 
every ‘ecclesiastical Cut ha perl 
from the “Council of : 
present, which are contradicted b i 
one “ verily, verily I say tito ye 
Lord—we say it 4 ‘not 
aver that stich a. 
su h proximity din tr 

ta,” ‘than if livered: to the saints, 

came down to them thr HTH, o Khnes 
a8 would ites it with human philosophy, 

dice, and per 

made’ to #8ir pen se’ even by 
our wvir pads aedy lle 

eqlor it with sectarian pre] 
Y y t dire ‘e 1 
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a OPE wy wy 1aiodae dogu ded 


