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QOur Associations.

Our Associations were originally in-
tended to promote denominational unity
in doctrine and spirit and to increase spirit-
ual life and activity. his-
tory these ends were directly and consci-
ously sought. We have been led to fear
that the object of our annual gatherings is
clearly seen, and less intelligently
sought, than formerly. We have remained
stationary or we have retrograded.

We have preserved the bequeathed
forms of annual circular letters and ser-
mons. If these have any object, it is to
promote unity in doctrine and in feeling.
Has this object been clearly before us?
Without reflecting on the well performed
service of annual writers and preachers we
may venture to say that both letters and
sermons have possessed less of fixed char-
acter and influence in the directions named
than is desirable. How is this to be reme-
died? We may suggest that our Associa-
tions would do well not to leave the subjects
of either letters or sermons to thejbrethren
appointed, however wise or able they may
be. A ocareful committee might be chosen
to guag« the doctrinal needs and feelings
of each group of associated churches,
and to selest, subject to the approval
of the Association, both subjects and
writers, with a distinet view to the ob-
jects to be attained. The best results gen-
erally follow efforts intelligently put forth
for a clearly understood purpose.

Are our Associational efforts to quicken
spiritual life as wise and efficient as they
should be? We need not say that our
Assoeiational social meetings lack the fer-
vor and the power of the days of the
fathers. A sparsely attended, dead morning
prayer meeting is not their legacy to us.
Can we not have more direct and inspir-
ing efforts put forth in this direction ?

We have, to direct and stimulate denomi-
national activity, our annual reports on de-
nominational work and their discussion. Is
it too much to say that they are conceived,
born, and buried in a day? A committee
18 hurriedly chosen ; its chairman hastily
performs his work. He declares, briefly
as possible;that Acadia College is working
and should be supported; that the Visitor
and Messenger still exist and want sub-
scribers ; that our missionaries are yet
alive, or that our home missions need en-
couragement. A discussion coming on,
generally (excepting the cases of education
and Foreign Missions, by chance) follows,
in which the report is duly diluted and
then buried. All that remains after these
obsequies, is paying the printer for his
services as sexton. Can not this be better-
ed? Would not the appointment
as is already done by the Central Asso-
ciation of Nova Scotia, of the reporting
Committees a year beforehand, andjthe se-
lection of brethren to make careful prepa-
ration for the succeeding discussions be an
improvement and secure better and more
lasting results? We do not wish to find
fault. We would not be overwise in sug-
gesting. We simply throw out these
thoughts and suggestions to draw atten-
tion to a most important and practical sub-
ject.
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The Baptist Review  agendy for thé
Maritime Provinces has been secured by
the proprietor of the Visyror Book Store.
It ought to be taken by our minitry gene-
rally. The best of our denomina-
tion are contnbutou I il supplied at
$2.50 in advance. Liberal duoounu are
given agents who will work up - lists. A
ply to. the Vasrror: Book ' Store for

Editorial matter crowded out this week
to make room for Miss Hammond’s letter.
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The * Visitor Bible Lessons”
tional series  for June are
Price $7.50 for 100 copies 1 year,
that proportion for a ¥maller namber for a
They are superior to any
and

shorter time.
now being used in the Provinces,
cheaper than others by thc duty which is
now 8 cents a pound on S. School papers.

Our Sunday School paper, the YouTn’s
VisiTor, was issued last week, and
specimen numbers have been sent Sunday
School Workers, whose co-operation in in-
troducing it into all our Sunday Schools
is earnestly desired. It is illustrated
and printed on good book paper. Price
13 cents per year postage paid. Any num-
ber of copies supplied, and for any time at
the same rate. Address VisiTror Book
Store, 99 Germain St., St. John, N. B.

We commend the address of Dr. Angus,
in this issue, delivered at a late meeting of
of the Bible Translation Society, to the
thoughtful reading of our brethren.
‘We hear in this day a good deal about
merging our denominational Societies ‘in
the larger and undenominational ones. Af-
ter certain men get our Societies merged,
if they should succeed,of whieh there is lit-
tle prospect, we should soon have to begin
anew, and form them over again, forit is
not possible, until men become less warped
by old traditions, for them to yield a sim-
ple and loyal fellowing to the ordinance of
baptism as Christ commanded it.

[For the Christian Visitor.)
Letter from New Hampshire.

A copy of your paper of April 16th has
just come to hand. From an article in it,
by Rev. T. H. Porter, I learn that an arti-
cle written by me, and published in Zion’s
Advocate, on “Feeling,” as a moral ele-
ment in the work of conversion apd salva-
tion, had appeared in the VisiTor; and
that Mr. Porter, surprised that no-
body else did it, deemed the article, in con-
nexion one with from Dr. Cuyler, open to
a needed criticism. Though entirely cer-
tain that he fails of a true conception of
Dr. Cuyler’s piece, the Doctor meaning no
more than that ¢ the law is a school-master
to bring us to Christ ”—a doctrine of vital
importance, and the lack of whose teach-
ings is sadly apparent, in many superficial
converts—I confine myself to a brief re-
ply to the strictures upon my own.

In advance, I wish to say, that, striking
out of his article all the sentences in which
he particularly dissents from my position,
I should infer, that, in his philosophical,
theological, and experimental convictions,
Mr. Porter is in happy agreement with
me. He grants that feeling is a result
rather than the cause of anything.” Pre-
cisely that do I believe. If he wotld say,
“a necessary result,” the agreement would
appear entire. True, I see that he speaks
from a standpoint, which many reject ; but
if T understand him, I donot. Twould love
to hear him pre‘oh for 1 think I should
be greatly comforud. "Thank the Lord:
for such men. my tlet bq,@mltlphed a
thousand fold !- = =
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Take a single passage of the Holv »VVord
and see what would remain of it, if feeling
were eliminated from faith:-— * Faith
works by love, and purifies the heart, and
overcomes the world.” ¢« Works by love”
—produces love. But can love be pro-
duced that has no feeling in it? Love is
both intellectual and emotional—the one
as truly as the other. Eviscerate love of
the emotional, and you have left but the
base skeleton or frame-work of love, which
neither God nor man will accept as the
totality of love. = So that, if faith produces
love, it must produce feeling. Moreover,
faith ¢ purifies the heart.” What is this
purifying ? Something like the refiner’s work
in purifying silver; and implies the intensi-
fied spiritual action of the soul’s moral
faculties, producing deep self-loathing, and
more of earnest struggling for Christ-like-
ness. But can deep self-loathing and earn-
est struggling for Christ-likeness, exist
without feeling? Impessible. So, then,
cannot faith. Finally, faith “overcomes
the world.” How? Not merely by intel-
lection ; for intellection, per se, does noth-
ing except to think. To conquer the world
as an enemy of righteousness, which must
be to “overcome” it, is achieved by the
Christian, when the intellectual accompan-
ied by the emotional, in faith, becomes a
power that cam defy a den ' of lions, or a
seven-times heated furnace. But c¢an
there be such a faith without the deepest
and most powerful feeling? -

Enough, however. I am sure that I
shall now be understood, and almost equal-
ly sure that my views, as above explained,
will meet Mr. P’s approval.

Truly in Christ
C. L. STevENs.

Letter from Miss Hammond.

I believe it is two months since I wrote
you. Well, the first part of February my
teacher was taken ill with fever; after be-
ing without for two weeks I secured anoth-

r, who speaks English quite well, is rather
intelligent, and we hope a Christian. * The
same man of whom Mr.C. wrote some time
ago. Owing to one obstacle after another he
has not yet been baptized, and the matter is
undecided. Of course his friends will dis-
own him—would prefer his death. He
comes to me at half past seven, remains till
after ten ; comes again in the afternoon at
three for two hours more.

I sew with the girls only one hour in-
stead of two as formerly.

Mr. Churchill is daily expected from
Bobbilly,where he has been for two months;
their house, though not done, will admit of
their moviag in,and they are anxious to be
at their own station.  Hope to leave here
next week.

They feel some misgivings about gomg
out in the hot season, but their health is
good, and they feel as if they ought
to go, and I agree with them. I feel as if
two mission families should not be here,
as there is only one kind of work to be
done, which is, give the Gospel to the hea-
then. There between 15,000 and 20,-
000 in Bobbllly ‘who have never heard it.
Let one man go there.

If educational and direct misslon work
were oombm 1at a station, then two men
would be necesury By educational work |
I meanffa seminary such as at Ramapa-
tam. AJIG B TRAOIWN
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which shall be forwarded to you at the
proper tinie.

If you will send me a register, I will re-
turn it filled out; perhaps you would en-
joy looking at it. I shall keep an Indian
one quite unlike ours, which might not be
very intelligible to you.

You know we are a mile from townj;
that does not seem very far, but too far to
walk in Indian sunshine. Mrs. C. has a
pony and covered buggy: I have sent for
a push-push, a small caraiage pushed by a
coohe. They are made at Pondecherry,
below Madras. Mine will probably cost
210 rupees. I have kept no servant yet,
but now shall be obliged to do so.

The Sunday School will also be quite a
responsibility. I expect to take Mrs. C.’s
class of Eurasian young veople, and give
my own to an Eurasian girl belonging to
to the Episcopal church. The little Tel-
ugus will remain in the hands of their
present teachers—Miss Addie DePrazier,
(an Eurasian, but member of our church)
and the day school teacher.

March 24.—Probably you are aware that
Mrs. Armstrong is on the eve of her de-
parture for home. She wrote Mrs. San-
ford, asking her to take her four orphans.
We expect them in a few days.

One of the little girls, who has been here
something more than a year, has not
preved very promising with her books,
and Mrs. S. thought best to send her home
this week; 80 the boarders, diminished by
one, increased by four, give a total num-
ber of twelve.

Those coming from Mrs. A. are provided
for for one year, accerding to a vote of
last Convention. @ Now what about
the others? If 1 have a correct un-
derstanding of things, there has never been
any annual sppropriation for their support.
At two different times $100 has been sent
Mrs. S., which is all she has directly re-
ceived.

Several times she has learned from the
papers that the Treasurer has received cer-
tain sums donated towards this object.
Twice the Mission Band at Canning has
given $25. These amounts she has .not
received directly, but presumes they have
gone into the gemeral fund. On various
oceasions money has been forwarded Mr.
8. for mission work, from which Mrs. S.
has taken what she required for the girls.
You must be aware that the amount she
herself has had would not cover half the
expense.

By the time this reaches you three of
the girls will have been here ‘two years,
two of them one year and nine months,
the others something over a year.

The whole expense of the school last
year was about 580 rupees, which is prob-
ably what you may expect it to cost, if
continued in the future as it has been in
the past.

We are thinking of working the caste
school in town and this onein conjunction ;
if we succeed there probably may be some
change, but precisely what, I am not yet
prepared to say. i

The ages of the girls: are not known;
I should judge seven and thlrteen wonld
compasl them all.

_Now, if you wish-to continue, Juppo:t-
ing them, would it not be better that an
annual sum be devoted £ the purpose—or,
say how much yen are willing should be,
thus expended? T emphatically say, sich!
a connp wou.ld be a dbclﬁd impmw
| ment. ~ i

Those who die at an early age are sayy
we hope". Can we say the same of thy,
who arfive at maturity ?

It costs considerable to support even
few ghildren and our mission 8annot ¢
muc% of that. Those who have them
der their care may do "their utmost f,
them, but only God can create in the
‘new hearts.

The money expended on afew wou
sustain many day schools, in* which the
could be taught the knowledge of God;
it would buy books and send colportenrs ,
every direction, or better yet, it would sepg
out a number of native preachers to sey
ter the truth far and wide over the cony
try; and last of all it would assist in seng
ing out another man from home.

Let our aim be to saturate the whols
country with the Gospel. That, and thy
only will do the work for India. Whi
would you rather do, spend some hund
reds of dollars of yeur money on the myl.
titude or on the few, and leave the result
with Him knows who from either class wil
hear and live ?

It will be years before the services of
children can be utilized, if ever. Of course
there is a risk. Are they to be supported.
till then, or thrown on their own resources
after a certain period? The Americm
Union can afford to do much work, bu
where would we be with the fifth of 3
debt of thirty or forty thousand dollars?
They can incur and cancel such ; we can.
not,

Mrs. Armstrong has uked for a young
lady. Mrs. Churchill is looking forward to
the time when she willjhave work forjme at
Bobbilly, and here let mie “say, 'whenever
there is one ready let her come ; she can
study the language anywhere and will soon
find that her hands will not hold 3 tithe of
the work that would flow into them. I do
not see thatitis necessary to wait till the
work is ready, for then it must wait for
her.

I think you will find supporting one, two
or three day schools, paying an equal num-
ber of salaries will consume your yearly
income and draw heavily on your surplus
fund,

You may not agree with me in all that
I have. written, but let me assure you
that there is a vast difference between
looking squarely at realities and viewing’

miles.

I have written that I thought the ex-
pense of the day school was about 15 ru-
pees; well it is 18 instead. The average at-
tendance last month was 27. Teachers
salary 10 rupees per month, house rent 4
rupees, and any pupil who has been neither
late nor absent receives 4 annas (about 12
cents).

ucated up to the point when they will come
to school without pay. They may learn
to value knowledge for itself. If there is
anything to which the Board cannot give
its approval I hope you will inform me at
once.

I have no singing books for the Sunday
School. Now if you can purchase and
mail to me two ¢opies of “Songs-and Solos,
No 2,” at 60 ‘cents uoh,wﬂlyonpkue do
{80, In return I will send you an ordar for
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