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The subject of Christian giving is as 
difficult as 1t is generally unpopular. It is 
among the least understood, and the most 
constantly neglected of all the duties en- 
joined by special Divine precept upon the 
followers of Christ. Undoubtedly too little 
prominence is giving to it in our regular 
pulpit ministrations. Except on special 
occasions, when the claims of some popular 
religious enterprise are pressed upon the 
attention of the people, but little is heard 
from one year’s end to another on the dut 
of Christians: to “honor the Lord wit 
ther substance.” And gven then the timid 
pastor may deem it prudent to call in the 
aid of the District Secretary and present 
his appeal by proxy, under the wmgis of 
official authority. Or if, in the absence of 
that redoubtable functionary, he be forced 
to the front alone, he will address himself 
to his task in a half apolegetic strain, as if 
to press upon his hearers their obligation 
for the cause of Christ were really a pre- 
‘sumptuous overleaping the bounds of his 
authoritative commission to “declare the 
whole counsel of God.” And when the 
task is over, and the meagre offering is 
wrung from half-reluctant hands, the 
benediction brings to all a sense of sweet 
relief, unbroken by further mention of the 
subject, till the time for the next annual 
collection comes. Not afew have come to 
regard the missionary agent or district 
secretary as a sort of locomotive instrument 
of torture, under the pressure of whose 
merciless appeals; they part with their 
dimes and dollars very much as a sensitive 
patient yields an aching tooth to the 
wrenching grip of forceps in the hands of 
a dental operator. And judging from 
what we have heard from the victims of 
these operations respectively, the recollec- 
tions are about as pleasant in the one case 
as in the other. 

DEFECTIVE TEACHING. 

Our churches have never been properly 
instructed in the matter of giving. It 1s 
seldom kept before them as it should be, 
with “line upon line, and precept upon 
precept.” It is rarely so constantly and 
judiciously inculcated as to make it a part 
of their religious life, so that they will 
come to regard it as a privilege as well as 
a duty, and in the practice of it be influenced 
by principle rather than impulse, and 
enter with alaerity into the true spirit of 
it, as an act of religious worship, rather 
than the rueful discharge of a burdensome 
obligation. 

NEEDED REFORM. 

Nothing in our denominational economy 
calls more loudly for reform than our 
method of beneficence. It is safe to affirm 
that in most of our churches there is no 
thoroughly organized system of giving. 
Here and there a feeble attempt has been 
made to introduce the ‘so-called-weekly- 
offering,” but the cases are few in which it 
has received the attention necessary to its 
efficient operation. The difficulty is not 
with the system, but with the defective 
way in which it is usually carried out. The 
passage I have selected as the basis of this 
discussion furnishes the outline of amethod 
of beneficence approved of God, and en- 
joined by authority upon the churches for 
all time. In relation to Christian giving 
we have here, » 

I. THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE OBLIGA- 
TION. “Let every one of you.” There 
can be no mistake here. The language is 
as plain as the requiremcnt is absolute. 
Every chur¢h member is included. There 
is no hint of exemption on account of age, 
sex or condition. There is no evading it 
without a breach of positive precept. — {form a part of the public worship of every 

IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE. 

Iprotaace of the nature and universalit 
of the obligation will not excuse its neglect. 
Christians are bound by the same law to 
contribute of their substance for the spread 
of the gospel, as they are to believe in 
Christ, to pray, or perform any other 
religious duty or act of worship. The 
obligation to give arises out of a. positive 
divine command, and not out of an 
ability on our part to perceive the connec- 
tion between our giving, and the end which 
is sought to be accomplished by it. Tt'is 
not probable that Elisha saw the connection 
between throwing salt into the bitter waters 
of Jericho, and the marvellous result that 
followed, or that the bitten Hebrews pre- 
ceived the relation between looking at the 
bazen serpent, and being healed of a dead- 
ly wound; but in both cases the means 
were justified by the end, and in neither 
‘would the end have been realized, ‘without | 
$1 means, And so many may excuse emselves for neglect of the ordinances 
and requirements ‘of the gospel on the plea 
4hat they can perceive gh rr connec- 
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II. THE RULE FOR ITS OBSERVANCE. 

one of you lay by him in store as God hat variety of/form through 
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