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Decreed.

Into all lives some rain must fall,
Into all eyes some tear-drop start,
Whether they fall as a gentle shower,
Or fall like fire from an aching heart.
Into all hearts some sorrow must creep,
Into all souls some doubting come,
Lashing the waves of Life’s great deep
From dimpling waters to settling foam.

®

@ver all pathways some clouds must lower,

Under all feet some thorns must spring,
Tearing the flesh to bleeding wounds,

Or entering the heart with their bitter sting.
Wpon all brows rough winds must blow,

Over all shoulders a cross must be lain,
Bowing the form in its lofty height,

Down to the dust in bitter pain.

Into al) hands some duty thrust,

Dinto all arms some burdens given,

Orushing the heart with its dreary weight,
Or lifting the soul from earth to heaven,

Into all hearts and homes and lives
God’s dear sunlight comes streaming down

@Glding the ruins of Life's great plain—
Weaving for all a golden crown.

L g

The Book of Isaiah—Its Interpretation.

BY M.J, CRAMER, ».P.

®n aecount of the inexhaustible souree
of eonsolation which Isaish found in
proclaiming the coming, the nature, at-
tcibutes, and work of the Messiah, some
Pathers of the Church were inclined to
style him the Hoc ¢ among the proph-
ets. Though he was not the first ame
W who attained to 2 knowledge of the
personality of the Mgssiah, it was his ve
sation and privilege to render the know-
ledge of that personality clearer and more
definite, as well efficacious upen the
souls of the people of God by giv-
ing it a greater individuality, Noris this

‘|be. The trouble with thege negative ecrit-

man who would, for example, criticise a
great poem, must himeself be pervaded with
the spirit of poetry, or, in other words,
must have an imagination behind his
judgment. The man who would analyze
a great religious book, like that of Isaiah,
must, apart® altogether from questions of
inspiration, be permeated with the spirit of
religion ; must have within his heart an
ideal of what the sacred portrait should

ics is that 'they take to their task little
more than a knowledge of langnage, gram-
mar and the logical rules of interpretation,
coupled, perhaps, with a mind of natural
acuteness. In their operations they trans
form criticism from a means to an end. Iy
it, then, a wonder that those who adopt
the standpointof cold judgment, unmixed
with feeling, a: d come to the task of in-
terpreting the Biblical books with a mind
altogether indifferent to either their truth
or their falsity , their beauty or cheir
deformity, will receive from them no great-
er warmth than they have brought to them
and will emerge from théir perusal with
the same indifference with which they en-
tered upon their work?  Nor is this all,
Such critics enter upon their work with a
pre-conceived prejudice against, and a posi-
tive disbelief in the supernatural,and place
themselves upon a purely naturaliséic stand-
point. It is plain, however, that no one
whoisheld in the chains of naturalistic spec-
ulation is qualified to expound the writings
of the prophets. They who deny the pos-
sibility of a man’s spirit being elevated, il-
luminated, inspired and informed by the
Spirit of God, oppose themselves to what
is stated or implied in every part of the
sacred Scriptures from the first chapter
of Genesis to the last of the Apocalypse.
“Such persons are as little fitted to speak
on matters of Biblicgl exegesis, as one who
denies the law of gmuvitation istv lecture
on astronomy They have yet to gain the
very basis of theological science, a belief
in God as the Creator and upholder of the
universe.”

Professor Dr. Franz Delitzsch, the au-
thor of the commentary on Isaiah,is not
however, such a naturalistic interpreter.
Being personally acquainted with him,gjl
can testify to his genuine piety, his child-
like faith and trust in God, and in his Savi-
our, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Spirit,
his sanctifier, and to his love for the holy
Scriptures. It is really a privilege to talk
with-him. One leaves him intellectually
and spiritually enriched and strengthened.
He is one of the ablest and most learned
champions of the Christian truth in Ger-
many. With a thorough knowledge, lexical
and grammatical, of the Hebrew language,
and an intimate acquaintance with Jewish
and Rabbinical literature, anmcient and
@rro, he combines a natural acutencss

The Millennium.

The following arti¢le which was publish-
ed in one of the last numbers of the Chi-
cago Standard, is from the pen of Dr.
Boise, the learned Professor of Greek Lit-
crature in the Chicago Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, and we copy it by the spe-
cial request of one of our New Brunswick
| nstors.

Rev. xx. 4.—* The question of the mil-
lenni i'n has interested the Christian church
in all ages; and perhaps never more thau
in our day. It may not be unprofitable to
inguire what the New Testament actually
teaches on this point, and to distinguish
as far a8 we can between that which is re-
vealed, and that which has been only im-
agine:l.  Our guide in this inquiry is foun:
near the end of the Apocalypse. The
course of thought is as follows :

Ch. xix. vs. 17-21 The beast and the false
prophet cast into the lake of fire, their armies
slain and devoured by birds of prey.

Ch. xx. vs. 1-3 Satan bol’d and shut'up in
the abyss a thousand years,

Ch. xx. vs. 4-6. The first resurrection: the
martyrs, raised from the dead, reign with Ciirist
a thousand years.

Ch. xx. 7-10. Satan loosed from his prison,
rallics the heathen in the four corners of the
earth against the saints; is defeated and cast
into the lake of fire.

Ch. xx. vs. 11-156. The general resurrection
and the last judgmant. Ch. Matt. xxv. vs. 31-
46; 1 Cor. xv. vs. 35-B8.

Ch. xxi. and xxii. v&. 1-5. A new heaven, a
new earth, the new Jerusalem.

The above is, I belicve, a correct out-
line of the course of thought in the conclu-
sion of the Apocalypse. What then is
taught respecting the thousand years, com-
monly called the millenninin?  Is Christ to
appear on the earth, and with the martyrs,
after their resurrection form the dead, to
become visible to mortal cyes, setting up
an earthly kingdom? The lan e of
John on this point is simply this: “ And
I bebeld thrones, and they sat upon them,
and judgment was given to them ; and (I
beheld) the souls of those who had been
beheaded on account of the testimony of
Jesus, and on aceount of the word of God.
and who did not worship the beast nor his
image, and did not receive his mark upon
their forehead, and upon their hand ; and
they lived and reigned with Christ a thou-
sand years.” If this language is carefully
examined, either by itself or in its conneet-
ion, it will be seen that noththy whatever
is said of a reign here on the cacth visible
to mortal eyes. That there will be peace
on the earth may be inferced from the fact
that Satan has been bound and shut up for
a thousand years | but at the end of tkis pe-
riod he is again to be loosed from prison
and to rally the heathen in the four cor-
ners of the eandh against the saints.
On this question, as to the visible
reign, of Christ on earth during the

of mind, delicacy of feeling, exactness of
scholarship, accuracy of statement, an7
pracision and definition, seldom met gjth
in commentators. But above all ‘gla s
heart is all aglow with love g the "Word
of God, and behind his Zedgment there is a
fine poetic imagingtion. Tn Mis commen-
tary on  %ng Prophecy  of Isaiah,

all. The spiritual riches of Isaiah are seen |

in the variety and comprehensivonsss of
style which always befits the subject.
% When he rebukes and threatens, it is like
a storm, and when he ecomforts, his Jun.
guage is as tender and mild as (to ¥s¢ his
; ::}" %ordl) that of a mother comfo'sting her

the a1 edition of ‘which, entire-
1y rewritten, has veoently appeared,
though always just wud exact, erudite
and profound im hia exegesis, he never-
theless warw and sometimes elo-
quentin the defence of the integrity and
genuineneds of those prophecies and in the
interpretiition of their several parts. A
warm sunshime spreads itself over his pages

dispelling'the mist of skepticism, clearing

gonhm very reasotis *some modern
eritics, “P’d‘nf of Germany,

/have sttacked the in ..yofth;::oko(

./ ‘NWW 8" n to be spurious are
’ 11 et ;M°

we,

of the entire book; his
It is | exegesi
'-, '.!‘ ; d. y }v.,

ap %bobh'wildenng chaos of negative oriti-
cism, dod bringing 1o lgh the decp meun

thiousand years, Professer Stuart forcibly
and pertinently remarks: *“As to the
notion of a descent to the earth
by Christ and she martyrs and their
vigible reign here, there is not a word
in the text, nor even an implication ; at
least I can find none. What a gross con-
ception it would be to mingle celestial and
terrestrial beings in ome cominon mass!
The glorified Saviour, and the glorified
martyrs, mingling with. material and per-
ishable beings, and becoming again subject
to the laws of matter ! If it be said that
the earth itself is to be changed entirely at
the beginning of the millennium, and w0 b.:
fitted for the abode of such glorivus beings
raised from the dead ; where then, I ask,
are Gog and Magog vo live during this
period, and nurture their hosts like the
sauds of the sea for multitude ?”

~ The difficulties of the hypothesis, that
Christ is to descend to the carth and reign
here  visibly for a thousand years before
the general resurrection, seem to me insur-

wountable ; but it is enough to say, with
S here is not a word in the text to

Many qﬁox'inns. not caxily  answered,
present themselvesin the study of this sub-
ject; but I do not eare to discuss them
here. Is it strange that, on that border
land of the great unknown, many things
<hould be obscure to us who were born but
vesterday?  We
after. T regard it as of the first importance
to distinguish between divine reveltion
and human speculation. * Not beyond
what is written ; "—Ilet thix ever be borne
in mind in the study of the divine word.

Morgan ark, Dec., '79. J« it. B.

shall know more here-

For the Visitor.

Does Death Imply Extinction of Being ?

There are several questions like the
above, which are being asked Ly certain
persons, and which, with yonr consent, I
purpose answering through the columns of
your valuable paper.

Death implies separation, and is gener.
ally defined to be the separation of the
soul from the body.” (Sce B. B. Edwards,
Encyclopedia of Religions Knowledge.)

Rev. John Brown says in his dictionary
of the Bible, that *“death
tion of the soul from the body, in «nse-
quence whereof, the body becomes desti-
tute of natural life, and corrupts into «dust.”
Worcester says that death is  “that state
of an organized being in which all the vital
functions have entirely ceased to aet,”
and that “sometimes it implies imminent
peril,” and quotes 2 Cor. 11: “In
deaths oft,” that it implies the ¢ state of
being under the power of sin, of being
spiritually dead,” and quotes 1 John 3: 14,
« He that loveth not his  brother abideth
in death ;7 th it its theological meaning s
“ damnation; endless punishment ; ever-
lasting death,” that. itg.gixil signification is
“ the state of a person who, though having
natural life, has lost all his civil rights.”

The absurdity of the idea that deth is
the extinction of being is seen in many pas-
sages of Scripture, among which e fol-
lowing may be mentioned. * For in the
day that (or when) thou eatest thereof,
thou shalt surely die.” Gen.2; 17. B.
Davison, in his Analytical Hebrew nd
Chaldee Lexicon, says that the “ Be Yom
followed by an Infinitive,—on the dav that,
or when.” Gesenius confirns  this
ment. Be Yom is also traashe o by
Parkburst as, “in the day.” ¢ Adi o nd
his wife hid themselves {ron the ez
of th+ Lord Gol aaongst the troe: o0 e
garden. Unto th: woman he sald, 1
greatly multiply thy sortow and thy con-
ception ; in surrow thou shalt brinz forih
children ; and tay desire shali be to thy
hasband, and he shall raie dver chee. And

is the separa-

23.

s te-

wiil

unto Adain he said, Becwuse thou hsi
hearkened uato the voice o thy wife, “ni
hast eaten of the tree, of waich 1 com-

manded thee, saying, Thou shalt not cav
of it : cursed is the ground for thy sake;
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life, etc. Therefore the Lord God
sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to
till the ground from whence he was taken.
So he drove out the man; and he placed
at the East of the garden of Eden Cheru-
bim, and a flaming sword which turned
every way to keep the way of the tree of
life.” Gen. 8: 8, 16, 17, 23, 24. Here we
have the sentence and its execution, so far
as a separation from communion with
God is concerned. Adam was 930 years
old when he experienced literal death.
Thomas Scott, when speaking of Gen. 2:
17, 18, says, * lmmediately he would be-
come liable to pain and disease, which as
a tedious execution, would not cease but
in the dissolution of the body: that he
would experience the torment of sinful
passions, and that the terror of his Crea-
tor's vengeance, which, according to this
covenant, must endure coeval with the ex-
istence of his immortal soul.” And Adam
Clark says on the 17th verse, « Thou shalt
not’only die spiritually, by losing the life
of God, but from that moment thou shalt
become mortal, and shalt continue in 3
dying state till thou die. This we find

literally accomplished : every moment of

man’s life may be considered as an act of

appear | dying, till soul and body are separated.

»a| Dther meanings bave been given of this

passuge, but they are in geoeral either

| fanciful or incorrect.” + Read Eph.2: 1,5.

“ You hath he quieken ed, whe were

*

dead

in trespasess and sins. Even when we
were dead in sins, hath quickened us to-
gether with Christ.” To be ¢« dead in
trespasses and sins,” implies utter incapa-
city for spiritual employment and satis-
faction ; the want of all desire after that
fclicity, which holy crestures enjoy in the
favor and service of God, and a moral in-
ability of worshipping and obeying Him
with love and delight.”

The Scriptures represent men as being
dead while they are Gving, and living
while they are dead. Read Rom. 6: 2,8
7:4;2Co0r.5: 14; Col. 2:13; 2 Tim. 2:
11; Col.3: 3; 1 Peter 2: 24; Rev. 20:
12

B.

For the Visitor.
To the Churches and Friends of the

Baptist Denomination.

In the CurisTiax Visitor of October
29th, I nad inserted an article respecting
our position, and how we were obliged to
crect a house of worship in Derby, on ac-
count of a public building being malicious-
ly closed against us. I also said at that
time that we were few in number, and very
poor and hence unable to go on - wrthout
the sympathy and sid of our brethren. We
have the housc up and boarded in; the
roof partly shingle i, the work is going on

but we need means to o 1t; and we are

expecting and hoping to receiv - some id
from all our Churches in the Province.
Do not give us the cold shoulder.  Thix

interest is yours to look after and help on.
NScend us what you can, anl do it speedily.

We want to get in our house by May
next. We are now sutferine for want of a
suitable place to serve the Lord 1o, Dear
Brethren, think of this wher you are as-
sembled in your fine and com ortable places
of worship, and then e by sending us
some of that money which God has be-
stowed upon you.

This is a Missionary fieil and needs the
sympathy of the cuntive body, “Come
alon » and help us,” D) what you can soon,
or T shall be obiize” to) leave and seek
another field of labor. :

Any monies ¢ be sent to m:, wh.ch
will be acknowledged in due time.

T. M. Munro.
Neweastle, North Co., N. B.

Sunday School Papers for 1880—feor
Teachers, The Baptist Teacher and
the Christian Helper—for Scholars, The
Youths Visitor, The Young Reaper and
The Band of Hope— All supplied at pub
lishers prices through the Visitor Boek
Store.

Ive:ns of interest.

Mr. Spurgeon’s people conduet, in eon-
nection with the Metropolitan Tabernacle,
19 Sunday-schools, in which are 5000
teachers and 5,853 scholars.

Rev. M. Levy, D. D., has been pastor of
the Berean Baptist Church, Philadelphia,
Pa., for thirty-five years, during which time
he has baptized over one thousand converts.

Rev. John F. Gaucher, of Baltimore,
Md., proposes to give $20,000 to specified
objects in M. E. missions. He gives $10,-
000 to the training-school in Japan ; $5,000
to the publishing house in Germany ; and
$5,000 to the Martin Mission Institute.

Mr. Gladstone was married at the age of
thirty. Seven of his eight children are
living. His eldest son is a member of Par-
liament, his second a clergyman, and his
third is followin ; mercantile pursuits. His
eldest daughter is the wife of the Head
Master of Wellington College.

It is stated the Rev. Joseph Cook is te
be invited to deliver a series oi lectures im
Exeter Hall, and Mr. Spurgeon’s Taber-
nacle in London.

The company appointed to revise the
authorised version of the Old Testament
completed their sixtieth session on Friday
afternoon in the Jerusalem Chamber. The
second revision of the historical boeks was.
continued nearly to the end of the Secend
Book of Samuel.

The Egyptian obelisk at Alexandria has
been sucvessfully lowered, and will soom be

shipped for New York.



