Poetry.

W atching.

(Psalm c¢xxx. 6.)

Have you ever watched by a loved one’s bed
Through the long, long hours of night,

When you feared the spirit should have fled
.Ere the dawn of the morning light?

Has your heart beat wild with its doubte and
fears,
Ag with weary but wistful cyes
You looked from the window through blinding
tears
Atthe dark and lowermg skies?

Have you wished and waited for the first faint
ray
That should herald the coming mern,
When the cold grim shadows would flee away,
And awake new hopes with its dawn?

Thus waited my soul for its coming Lord,
More than they that watch for the day;

When the King in his beauty shall be adored,
And the world shall bow to his sway.

When the shadows of sin, now darkly drawn,
Shall flee at the glorious sight;

For that day will break witha cloudless dawn
Which ushers in his presence bright!

Thus watching and praying, I waiting stand
For the sound of the Bridegroom’s voice,
When joy and gladness shall ring through the
land,
And the mourning hearts shall rejoice.

Then hasten this longed-for day, oh Lord,
When the powers of darkness cease;

Axnd the old waste places shall be restored
To welcome the Prince of our peaee.

. ehe Wisitor's Pulpit.

The Assaults of the Dewil.

A SERMOXN BY REV. JOSEPH PABRKEE, D.D.

* Touch all that he hath and he will curse
khee to thy face.”’—Job. i. 11. *‘Touch his
bene and his flesh and he will curse thee to thy
tace.”’—Job ii. 5.

The man spoken of is Job, a perfect man
and an upright, one that feared God and
eschewed evil.  He lived in the land of
Uz. 'The speaker is Satan, who came with
the sons of God on the first occasion, and
said, all that Job hath, and he
will curse thee to thy face.”  He was al-
'owed to touch Job's property, and he fail-
ed in his On 0
the same devil came back with the sons of
God, and enlarged his proposition. He
said, * Touch his bone aied his flesh, and
he will curse thee to thy face.”

I take it for granted that you and I are
fully agreed that there is no devil.  Ever-
body s s6 good, everybody is so konest,all
our habits und practices and customs are so
transparently and beautifully moral, that
it is utterly impossible for us to believe that
there Do T speak to some
very literal people who do not take my
meaning ? There is always a large propor-
tion of timber in every human crowd, and
therefore it is just possible that there may
be some persons who need a foot-note.

Why do we speak of the existence of
the devil? Why is there so very much
devilishness about. The best way to prove
that there is no_devil is to get rid of the
devilishness. When you have ecleaned
that out of the way you will make it ex-
ceedingly cult fomme to believe either
ina persom§or impersonal devil. But
when persqns are so dishonest, so tricky,
#o quick insharp practice, so malign, so
cruel, so ready to take advantage, 8o pre-
pared to oppress the weak and to leslead
the ignorant—when I put all these circum-
stances together it becomes quite easy for
me to believe that there is a devil.

In this incident it will be our privilege
%o see the devil twice wrong. Here is a
man called Job, who is chosen for the
battlefield. 1In all lines and spheres of
life some particular persons are called up-
on to illustrate universal truths and confer
universal blessings. It is necessarily and
unchangeably true that “ one man must die
for the people ” The great contest in this
fincident is God against the devil, and up
to this time we have never seen that battle
80 sharply defined. We have always felt
that there was a contest going on, but we
never saw them face to face, hand against
hand, mouth against mouth, before. Ido
16t know tht the devil has ever made this|

q;t challenge before.

e has always been walking and work,
ing in the dark. He has been moving
about stealthily and taking ulnnttge
where he could—but I am not

« Touch

purpose. another :ax1on

1s o devil.

nothing on the other side? Dbel God simply
afflict some men and leave them with their
afflietions—does hie simply gather his clouds
over some heads and cause them to dis-
charge their pitiless storms without setting
the rainbow on the cloud-laden sky ?

It is easy for us who have endured but
the secondary pains and ills of life to sug-
gest compensations to those who are our
leaders in suffering and our veterans in
bearing the chastisements and penalties,
and visitations of God. Still, it is surety
something to be God’s proof man, to be

character, intelligence, grace, patience, for-
titude, great results are staked. Surely
God will not call a man to endure all the
devil can inflict upon him without secretly
giving that and at the
end throwing upon his devastated life a
fuller gentler light  than ever has il-
lumined its yesterdays.

That is the view, which every one of us
should take of his afflictions; that is, every
man should feel that perhaps he is made
| the medium through which God is answer-
ing the devil’s challenge. The devil may
have been saying to the Almighty con-
cerning you, concerning me, * Take his
health away, take his trade away, touch
his bone and his flesh, subtract consider-
ably from the sum-total of his indulgences
and his enjoyment, and then he will curse
thee to thy face.” This is the view every
man and woman among us should take of
personal sorrow and individual trial. The
devil may have said 5« Zake Ais only son
awzy, and thou wilt take his religion
away,” and God has allowed that dear boy
to be removed—how dost thou bear ¢
There are great stakes pending.  God
gaid, « He will bear it well, with the grace
of u sanctified hero.” The devil said,
« He will burn his Bible and cast down his
family altar.” Who is right? If thou
art bearing that heavy loss well, bowing
thy poor old knees at the same altar, and
saying, with a choking in thy throat,
« The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away—blessed be the name of the Lord,”
thou hast enabled God to strike the devil
on the face. The Lord help thee: itis
bitter suffering; there is a hard stress up-
on thy poor life; thou needest all the grace
treasured in the immeasurable heart of
Christ; but his grace is sufficient for thee
—draw heavily upon it; and the more
thou dost yearn for that healing grace, the
more shall it be given thee to overflow ;
it cannot be given to satisfy.

Could Job now look over the ages
that have been healed and comforted by
his example, stimulated to bear the ills of
life by the grateful memory of his invin-
cible patience, surely now in heaven he
would be taking in the reward of his long-
continued and noble endurance of the Di-
vine visitation. It may be so with thee,
poor man, poor woman ; thou dost not get
all the sweets now; this shall be & memory
to thee. in heaven, long ages hence; the
wrestling thou hast now may minister to
the high delight, keen enjoyment, rapture
pure and abiding. Who can tell when
God’s rewards end—who will venture to
say, * This is the measure of his benedie-
tion?” He is able to give and to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask
or think. When, therefore, petsons in-
quire of thee, what compensation hast
thou ? say “It is given by  instalments to-
day, to-morrow, in death, in the resurre
tion, all through the ages of eternity. Ast(
me ten thousand years hence, and I will
reply to thy question concerning compen-
sation.” Life is not limited by the cradle
and the tomb, anrd it is not between these
two mean and near points that great ques-
tion are to be discussed or determined.

Job has been read by countless readers.
His of course is a public trial, a tragedy that
was wrought out for the benefit of multi-
tudes in all generations. Nevertheless it
18 literally and pathetically true that every
man, the very obscurest, has his readers,
fewer in number, it may be equally carnest |’
in attention. Think you that your echild-
ren ave not taking notice of you, seeing|
how you bear you temptations and diffi-
culties and anxieties ? Think you not that

man sustenance,

and

the table of the Lord because you are as

aym“m&b

called out as the particular man on whose |

eldest boy of yours is not kept away from |

a.t.houmoxp sorrow as ever Voltaire was?|!
Do. you know that your girl hates church |
beca.uaher pious father is only pious in |’
momths of the year? = He|
the cold and biting wind as
ﬁmbn

Chﬁsd‘n ch Valry find heroxsm, ww is |
there but mo&ery on earth and lang'ht,er
in hell?  God give us grace to bear the

the peace which- passeth understanding,
with the quietness kindred to the calm of
God; and help us when death isin the
house and poverty on the hearthstone; and
when there is a storm blinding the one
poor small window we have, to say,
“ Though he slay me, yet will I trust in
him. If I perish I will pray, and perish
only here.” That is Christianity—not
some clever chatter and able controversy
about metaphysical points, but noble tem-
per, high behavior, faultless constancy, in-
vincible fortitude in the hour of trial
and in the agony of pain.

Let us give the devil his due. Tam
bound to say that the devil had but too
much reason to believe that his propositions
concerning Job were richt. He did not
speak without book. = He had at his girdle
many proofs that strong men had fallen
under his stroke. The devil may have
reasoned that if so many had yielded to
his ministry, Job, the mightiest and bright-
est of all, might yield as well. Why might
he not ? Name his victories—Adam, Cain,
Saul—was he not, therefore entitled to
reason inductively from a very consider-
able basis and area of fact that Job would

fall too?
But the devil came upon a distinctively

different man ; he assailed Job, who was a
perfect man and upright, one that feared
God and eschewed evil—that is the man to
fight, then. If the devil conquers there,
he will tear the heavens to pieces, he will
break up the Throne of God, he will dis-
band the angels, he will scatter the fire of
perdition upon the walls aed floors of
Heaven's City. It is therefore a great
fight—it is a critical battle ; everything de-
pends upon the issue, for God has given
permission to assail this perfect man and
therefore he has put perfectness of charac-
ter to the test. No manin whom is the
seed of the Divine life can fall finally, for
he hath the sced, the life, the Spirit of &od
abiding in him.  Slips enough—alas, too
many. Crimes too; sec David, see Peter,
for appalling proof. Falls daily—though
he fall he shall no¥be utterly cast down.
This is what T mean by the final persever-
ance of the saints; this is what I mean by
the triumphs of the grace of God in a poor
human life. No man knows better than
the triae child of the Almighty how pos-
sible it is to sin in thought, in word,in deed,
and to sin daily, yet under all the sin to

have an me\tmgluslmbl( love.
Whoever has the truc root in him shall

be found at last to the praise and glory of
God. Is this a dangerous doctrine to
preach? Only because all doctrine is
dangerous in some cases and in some  cir-
cumstances; but this our joy, our
strength, our hope: if [have to be saved
because I am always doing the right thing.
in the right way, accomplishing all my
purposes, fulfilling all my duties—I never
will be saved. I am to-day no further than
the publican was when he said, “God be
merciful to me a sinner.” But I know,
bad as I am, foul with a thousand crimes,
that deep in my heart I could die for
Christ, and that inexplicable presence in
my soul of Divine elements and Divine
faculties comes up through all the superin-
cumbent guilt, and shines at top of it an

inextinguishable light.
Even in Job hxmselg we have complamt

enough, mumuring enough, but in Job we
have the true life, and therefore at the last
he is more than conqueror. In this case
we see really all that the devil can do.
What is it in his power, as given by God,
to inflict? Bereavement, poverty, pain,
humiliation. God has given him these
four great dogs to set upon thy life; they
MII bite thee and gnaw thee, but they can-
not kill thee, true ¢hild of God. The devil
has only one sohloqny his is really the
poorest intellect in the universe. He says,
« T have got Job on my hands, what shall
Ido? Are there any new tricks? No.
t.he old ones. Let
‘ his sens and his

daughters, and ill tske away his flocks
s, and I will give him boﬂ-
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that wiew of my difficulties, ¢ i
chastisementnobly, serenely ; bless us mth]horrom Great. battles may be fought n

A, . 8 . P
worried—worried—and we are waiting to

May 7, 1879.

. ﬁlcnons My ‘be to show God’s
grace! I will try during this 1879 to take

cares,

our little lives: I will therefore every day
think that God is fighting out some case
along the line of my experience, and that
my behaviour may have something to do
with God’s own satisfaction. I have been
managing myself many years and. have
failed : to-night I resign the administration
of my own life, and I ask the Almighty to
work His will in me and through me with.

out any suggestion, much less any inter-
position, from my side. The sorrow, it is
bitter : it must have been soaked—soaked
in the bitterest aloes that the devil could
pluck from the foulest trees, but God’s
grace is suflicient for me.

Where is your difficulty 7 On the brink
of it is the devil. Is yours a home diffi-
culty? God and the angels are waiting
there, saying, “ We have a great fight
going on in this house : here is a poor life

see whether the devil’s position or God’s
grace shall get the better.” O poor man,
poor woman! . I pray for thee: pray for
me. Is yours a business difficulty ? Honest,
honorable man you know yourself to be,
but things have got twisted, and you can-
not—cannot—cannot  disentangle them.
God is syaing, I tied the knot—I allowed
the devil to tie it—and we are both wait-
ing here to see the result of thy fingering.”
Try, wait, try again, pray, hope—ah,
there! a touch did it at last: and the un-
ravelled string lies before thee, a straight
line. What is your difficulty? Health?
What is yours? A secret sorrow that
cannot be put into speech, that no speech
is fit to utter? It is a great battle that is
being fought out in thy life: fight it sedu-
lously, daily, constantly, lovingly. Ye
have heard of the patience of Job: let the
memory of that patience encourage you to
toil on, suffer on; say in your degree, small

indeed, “I must work to-day amd to
morrow, and the third day I shall be
perfected.” (Luke 13: 32).

Benson’s Capcine
Porous Plasters

1ave received the greatest number of unguestion
bly reliable endorsements that any external rem
dy ever received from thslcians. druggists, th
E;ess and the publie. praise them. as a grea
provement on the ordmary porous lasters an
11 other external remedies For ame and
Weak Back, Sciatica, Lumbago, Rheumatism
dney Disease, Neglected Coughs, and all Loca
mhes and Pains, they are the best known remedy
k any one who has used them, or any good phy:
cian, and he will confirm the above statements
Eold by all Druggists, Price 25 cents.
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J. AUSTIN BELYEA,

BARRISTER,

NOTARY PUBLIC, &c.

SAND'S BUILDING,
I-;".Hmce William Street.
Yy

Butter! ?utter !

ON CONSBIGNMENT :—

IO Tubs Choice Table Butter
For sale low to close.

MASTRERS & PATTERSON
‘Whart

jan2e 21 and 22 So. Market

Never Before!

Hete? cus&og h:udc‘: :n adva.nm fas is now

BANKRUPT STOCK

OF

DRESS GOODS,

FROM 8 CENTS PERYARD.

COLORED CORDS, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 20
cents per yard, all New es,

COLOURED SUITING SERGESNS, 20 cts
worth 33c¢.

o

BLACK SICILIANS, Zots,. hmnm
Black Oordo Very Cheap.
" The above .6 wonderful Wm worth

[J AS MANSON

1

COLOBED SATIN CLOTHS, 2 ofs. per yard |

'Lw‘ LUSTRES, 12%, 15, 18, 20, 2 and |

C London,fers S. Peruvian,

riety o

VEGETABLE FLOWER SEEDS

includin the leadin 5 sorts of Peas, Beans, Cabbage,
arsnip, h, Lettuce, &c¢, Our Flower
Seed department has received extreme care and
attention in the selection of what are most likely to
produce superior and beauriful flowers.
Catalogues containing a large amount jof informa-
tion, free on application. Papers of seeds in each
department for sale low by the dozen or|/gross.

J. CHALONEB
45 King Street, St. John,’
and in Digby, opposuo Post office.

I
AGENTS READ THIS.

We will pay agents a salary of $100 2 month and
expenses, or allow a large commission to sell our
new and wonderful inventions. We mean what we
say. Sample free. Address]

SHERMAN & CO., Marshall, Mich.
Rowell, 3mfeb 26

LONDON HOUSE WHOLESALE.

AUG—U%T 21, 1878.

First Fal Importations.

Received per ¢ Caspian,” “ Nova  Scotian,’
*Memphis,” ¢ Hibernian” and from
New York:—

108 CASES NEW FALL GOODS.
DRESS G0ODS

Black quu'es, Boot Serges, Italian Jeans, Silesian
Canvas, Oxford Shirtings.

MILLINERY

Flowers, Feathers, Hats, Ribbons, Velvets, Crapes,
Velveteens, Satins, Silks, Epingles.

CLOTHS :—Worsted Coatings, Superfine ! Black
Broads, Doeskins, ¥English, Scotch and new Edinburgh
Tweeds; Prints, in great variety; White and Grey

Kiﬁ Glom, Hosiery, Handerchiefs, Ties and Scarfs.
Linen and Paper Collars and Cuffs; Clark’s Reels;
Stewart’'s and Barbour's Threads; Bmces, Buttona.
Braids, Scotch Yarns, and a full line of Small Wares.

DANIEL & BOYD.

sept 18

CHRISTIAN VISITOR

Religious & Sunday School

BOOX ROOM.

HE Editors and Proprietors of the VISITOR'are now
prepared to furnish

SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES

AT REASONABLE RATES. ALSO
BIBLE and HYMN BOOKS,

HYMN and TUNE BOOKS

COMMENTARIES,
STANDARD RELIGIOUS BOOKS, &c

Orders for SUNDAY SCHOOL BOOKS, PAPERS, and
everything needed by our churches taken and
promptly supplied.

CHURGH LETTERS, MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES

a
and any other BLANK FORMS needed can be
supplied on short notice, at

NO 99 GERMAIN ST. ST. JOHN N.B
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