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The English Baptists and Close Communion. 

ADDRESS I'Y REV. J. E. CRACKNELL. 

“Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized; and “the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls; 
md they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
toctrine and féllowship, and in breaking of 
Tread, and in prayers.’ —AcTs 2. 41, 42. 

Li previous addresses we have dwelt on 

the subjects and mode of baptism; have 

Jiown that repentance and faith are pre- 

requisites to baptisn ; that possessing these 

nothing should hinder baptism, but that 

the all-prevailing motive of Christ's love 

ind Jove to Christ should lead the believer 

before the world. 

We now propose to consider the 

tion of Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, 

in relation to baptism. Nothing 

more reasonable than that believers should 

privileges 

thus to profess hin 

ques- 

appears 

seek not only baptism, but the 

of Church 

with those who on thoughtful and 

membership; seeking union 
prayer- 

ful consideration, seem in faith and prac- 

tice to be nearest to the Scriptures. It is 

right and desira- 
ble, that baptism should be associated with 

the highest privilege of Church member- 

ship, viz.: Communion with the Lord’s 

people in the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 

This is the order taught main- 

called strict or 

close-communion Baptists; thus designat- 

ed because they refuse to receive to the 

Lord’s Supper the unbaptized. They are 
regarded as very rigid by those who differ 

from them; are called narrow-minded and 

exclusive: with what justice we will leave 

others to judge, when we have looked at 

the question and the practice of other 

Christians in relation to this subject. 
The Episcopalians associate infant 

<prinkling with Church membership. Child- 

ren are taught to say, concerning their bap- 

“ wherein I was made a member of 

Christ’s Church.” If their baptism has 
heen neglected in infancy, however much 
they or any church 
privilege, it would be persistently denied 
them until the omission had been rectified 

by the administration of what called 

the “Baptism of those of riper years.” 
Until this should be attended to, not only 
communion but a Christian burial in con- 
seerated ground would be refused, should 

they depart this life unbaptized. Surely 
in the face of this “strict and close com- 

munion” on the part of Episcopalians, they 

never charge the Baptists with exclusive- 
NESS. 

not only reasonable, but 

per. and 

tained by those who are 

tism, 

desire “communion” 
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The various sections of Nonconformists 
who hold infant sprinkling, differ from each 

other as to what baptism for the 

child, but all agree that baptism is associa- 
ted with church membership and necessary 

to communion. Should any one, declaring 

they never had been sprinkled or baptized, 
desire the privileges of membership, our 
Congregational brethren would say bap- 
tism must be attended to first, and forth- 

with sprinkle, before receiving them to 
communion or membership. Thus they 
also are strict or close communion. The 
Baptist cannot possibly allow that infant 
sprinkling is New Testament baptism; 
that what was done to an unconscious in- 
fant can be accepted as “a profession of 
faith,” and therefore is of course compelled 

~ to regard those who were only sprinkled 
in infancy as unbaptized; and in refusing 
such the privileges of communion is acting 
on precisely the same principle as Episco- 
palians and the various sections of Non- 
conformists. 

Baptists are divided into three classes, 
viz. 

1. Those who simply maintain the order 
observed by others, differing from them 
only as to ** what is baptism ;” and require 
baptism on a profession of faith in Christ 
before partaking of the Lord’s Supper, or 
participating in the privileges of member- 
ship. 

2. Those who receive only the bap- 
tized to membership, but welcome the un- 
haptized as communicants at the Lord's 
table, 

3. Those who receive the unbaptized 
not only to communion but to all the priv- 
ileges of church membership; these are 
generally called Baptist, but sometimes 
designated Union Churches. 

In England, views on the communion 
question have become so. connected with 
doctrinal views, as to lead to great confu- 
sion in many minds. 

The terms ¢ strict Baptists” and ¥ 
Calvinistic gp have been ‘gaped 

_ 48 synonymous, b there are many 
holding strict who have no 

does 

there is no necessary ‘connection hetwéén 

them. The ¢hurches known as “ moderate 

Calvinists” are for the most part open-com- 

Some of the General Baptist 

churches are close-communion. It would 

be well if terms frequently used were more 

clearly defined, and matters kept distinct 

that have no real connection. 

Strict conmunion has frequently been 

associated with a spirit wot the most bro- 

therly. 

munion. 

This has driven away many who never- 

theless held the principles. Close  com- 

munion is not necessarily narrow, bigoted, 

or unbrotherly ; hut the truth may be, and 

often is, maintained in a narrow, unbroth- 

erly spirit. We 

speak of England, having no personal “ac¢- 

quaintance with the Baptist churches 1n 

Canada or the States. Our impression is 

that these evils do not exist there to the 

same extent; that Baptist principles are 

firmly maintained independent of theologi- 

cal distinctions, and connection with 

much brotherly and Christian intercourse; 

and that to this, our good Baptist breth- 

ren there owe the prominent position they 
now occupy. 
The tale has been frequently told by the 

advocates of an “open table,” that a cele- 

brated preacher, on being informed by a 
Baptist deacon, “ You cannot commune at 
our table,” replied “Oh! I sec I am mis- 

taken; I thought it was the Lord’s table.” 

This always seems to present the most 

powerful argument on the opposite side to 
that which is intended. The deacon was 

unwise in using the expression “our table ;” 

and to the reply about its being the Lord’s 
table, he should have immediately answer- 

ed: “You are right, it is the Lord's table, 
not ours; had it been ours, we might have 
invited you; but being the Lord’s, we, his 

servants, must teach you ‘to observe all 

things whatsoever he hath commanded.” ” 
Clearly, to our own table in our own 

house we invite whomsoever we please, no 

servant of oilrs would act contrary to the 

regulations of our house. To the Lord’s 

table, in the Lord’s house, it is our duty as 

his servants to receive those who come in 

the Lord’s way, and according to the 

Lord’s word. 
If strict or close communion be depart- 

ed from, and the unbaptized be received 

at the Lord's table, why should they not 

be received into full membership ? 

This is to be deplored. 

in 

Is it consistent to receive to one, and re- 

fuse the other ? receiving to the highest 
privilege of church membership and refus- 
ing inferior privileges. The result is that 
in many churches there are numerous com- 
municants over whom no discipline can be 
exercised, because they are not members. 

Every month they take their place at the 
Lord’s table, and frequently have a greater 
influence in the church than the baptized 
members, 

Consistency seems to demand either that 
a church be a regular Baptist Church, act- 

ing aecording to the practice of other de- 
nominations, viz.: requiring baptism be- 
fore either communion or membership ; or 
that it be a “ Union Church,” with eonver- 

| sion the only condition of membership. 

The Baptists in England would occupy 
a very different position to-day, if all had 
been true to their convictions and princi- 
ples; if people had been regularly instruot- 
ed on the subject from the pulpit, and 
children taught in the Sunday-schools ; if 
the churches, while manifesting a spirit of 

brotherly kindness to all, and co-operating 
in Christian work, had been found firmly 
and faithfully maintaining the order of the 
New Testament. 

—— — — —— 

_ Letter from India. 

Rev. J. N. FoLwewLy, Cor. Sec. Am. & For, 
Bible Society : 

My Dear Brother,~1 am in receipt of 
your letter of March 8th, and have noted 

its contents. I had learned of the death of 
Bro. Ward, through the papers, before I 
received your letter. A good . man, and 
tried, has gone to his reward.  It' was al 

warm, brotherly letter, the last oné I had 

from him. The work of spreading God's 
Word goes on more and more, 

yo 

throng above. Others are found to take 

‘version or the cireulation of God’s Word, | 

though || 
workers are called to join the sanctified 

their places. hop 5 30 0 - ge t 

’ ief ou that? ; 

committee are two Baptist 
DF-Jewett, representative forthe Telugu; 
Missions of the Missionary Union, and my- 
self for the Canadian Baptist Telugu Mis- 
sion. For my part I am unwilling longer 
to uge'the present Pelugu; Testament, and 

much less the Tentative edition just given’ 
to us by the Madras Auxiliary. Tt i€ thor 
oughly sectarian on the Pedobaptist side of 
the “ Baptismal controversy.” We. have 
“near to” and * from near” the water, in 

the place of “into” and “out of,” and in 
the VI. of Romans “¢o or for Christ,” in- 
stead of the way it is in English, and ought 
to be, There is a meeting of 

the delegates in June, and we are to take 

up the Gospels. We “will know then 

whether we are going to get along with 

the Madras Auxiliary Bible Society, on 
the other hand, we will have to get out a 

separate edition of the New Testament. 

Of course, we of the Canadian Mission 

will go together with the Union Mission- 
aries in this, if it takes place. We will 
look to you largely to help us, if the neces- 
sity arises. The $500 I asked you for was 
partly to meet this contingency and partly 
to carry on our Bible distribution im this 
north Telugu country. Of course, there 
are parts of the Old Testament which we 
can cireulate, and portions of the New 
Testament until we are furnished with 
better. I presume Mr. Clough asked sim- 
ply for the necessities of his own field, and 

would use even $1000 if he could get it. I 
shall not ask him for any of it. We have 
to pay a certain amount for the Scriptures 
that we get from the Madras Auxiliary, 
and though we get something back in sales 
it is a small part of the outlay. The col- 
porteur has to be paid. It is to meet 
these expenses of the distribution of God’s 

Word, as well as translate or revise it if 

necessary, that we want funds. At pres- 
ent I have to purchase my Scriptures, and 
pay the colporteur out of Mission Funds. 
I did not think to use all of the $500 asked 
of you on my own field, which is certainly 
large enough to absorb it all; but it would, 

if used in helping to get out a New Testa- 
ment be equally in the irterest of all the 
Canadian Baptist stations (5) as my own. 
And if not needed for this object, on the 
supposition that the Madras Auxiliary will 
give us such a Testament as we can use, 
it would go to circulating of Scriptures as 
indicated above. Of course I should ex- 
pect to report to you how the money was 
spent. At any rate, I do not expect to 
use any money to circulate the kind of 
Telagu New Testament at present accessi- 
ble. Ihave done this as long as I could. 
As it is now, it is not, to my mind, the 

Word of God, I would stultify myself in 
selling it as God’s Word. I have made up 
my mind on this matter. 

In the light of what I'say the committee 
can send me $500 or $250 as they think 
best. I will promise that it be faithfully 
used either in getting out a faithful Telugu 
Testament, and if that necessity does not 
arise, then the scattering God’s Word 
among the millions of Telugus in this re- 
gion. 
While we have separate Mission: Sogie 

ties for the United States and + Canada, I 
see no necessity for separate ‘Bible Socie- 
ties. Your afin and name are large enou 
to include the Dominion of Canada. i: 
present I' have no money for Bible 
whether that be the preparation of a trae] 

of course. 

or both. ‘What money you have: , = 
Mr. Clough'or other missionaries ‘So 
‘will be spent by them in the! interests 
their work. What is to be spent in 
interests of our work here we wish‘ direct 
from you, and for it will be dot 
sponsible to you. 

- Praying that God may prosper your #0. 

tr from Mis. Sanders. 

Misstoraries, | 

ble cause, I remain ginifing to 
i Yours truly, had a real pull back ; his Lg I 

A.V. Tiupany, | is caused by teething. 
Baptist Mision House, | 1 have no especial g ; 
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have- gone-down and. .must.be.built. again. 
The other buildings we trust will stand 
although if the rain continues much longer 
there will probably be some further loss; 
but we hope for the best, 
Thete is so much of the uncertain con- 

nected with every thingundertaken-in-this- 
country! I‘ suppose this must-be so to 

some extent in every-land, but we feel it, 
here daily, and have learned to be disap- 
pointed often if not discourrged. We 
must believe that our way is not always the 
best way, though we cannot tell why. 

Miss Hammond occupies the upper part 
of the house now, where she finds it airy 
and quiet. We think it not quite safe in 
a storm, so she sometimes sleeps below. 

I expect the new house will not be finished 
before Christmas. But for the sake of 
being in town we may move in before that 
time. Oh, this job of building is a hard, 

tedious one, and requires much strength 
and patience. Besides this, it takes so 
much of Mr. Sanford’s time from direct 
Mission work. However, it must be built 

by somebody. 
Wednesday 28th. —And still ‘the rain 

continues falling, reminding me very. much 
of this season in Burmah. I have taken a 
severe cold. Several of the natives around 
us are down with fever, and four of the 

school girls are coughing badly. I am 
obliged to deal out a good deal of medicine 
these days, quinine, painkiller, ete. 

Miss Hammond is keeping very well 
indeed, for which we are very thankful. 
Especially to day do ‘we feel that we have 
great cause for thankfulness. We have 
just heard of the death of a young English 
lady who come out at the same time she 
came. She came with the intention of 
remaining with her sister, the bank agent's 
wife, who was lonely. They will feel very 
sad. She died of disentery, one of the 
diseases of the country. 

Carrie is of course telling you all about 
her doings here. Since she goes to the 
school for a while in the morning, and has 
her teacher for a while in the afternoon, I 

have taken charge of the girl's sewing 
again. At present they are doing some 
sewing, and crocheting for me, for which 
I will pay them, so that they can buy some 
new singing books for themsélves. I wish |. 
you could hear them sing. We are plan- 
ning to send two of them to their parents 
in Toungoo, by the next n steamer 
as deck passengers. One of them, Sarah, | 
is not at all well, and as we have reason 

to think she never will be strong enough 
to work as we wish her to do, it seems best 
by all means, to send her home now, 

especially as her parents are anxious to 
haye her with/them. In reply to a letter 
I sent them concerning Sarah, they asked 
us to send the little sister, Taramary, too, 
and I think we will do so. 

These girls came at the beginning of the 
school two years ago, before their father 
was called to go with the Regiment to 
Burmah, We feel sorry to part with them 

change which we so longed to see in them, 
but they know the way of life. hey go 
to Christian parents, and we shall have 
hope for them. Several of the Hosibfatig 

| ones are orphans, a ‘to 

are 8) and if it is y your w 
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written by a gentleman who hy 
many years in California, and speg} 
personal observation. He says: 

There are more lies told about (yf 
and its ca acity for business than 
any other State in the Union. Tilo. 
very little government land left { 
worth taking up. Good Tand, fit ffl 
ing purposes, is held at sach high #8 1% 
as to place it entirely beyond the roll that 
men of moderate means. Good fy His 
lands are held at from $100 to but 
acre; and it costs 80 much to og the’ 
land here, where three seasons out offi voU 
five are dry, that small farming jill vith 
ays. I am nota croaker; but | jill mu 

in telling the truth. So many are gill nov 
by the reports that are sent abroad fl ro 
our State, that it isan injury. inste fill +b! 
benefit to us. “Mén come Here, oftufll 1! 
with families, ex Xpoomn to obta a. 
situations and go ad, and. find (gl oo! 
is just as hard ack to get along her unt 
is at home, and they lay it all ol ve? 
country. ‘We have been completely «ic 
run here in —— with people wanting gill vit 
and there is nothing for them to %, wh 

It is well to look on both sides ¢ : 
| question before deciding on the relngill | 
ment of even a very modest source ofl 

| come for the uncertainties of migratifll ve 
a new and distant fegion of which fll 
known, and where the conditions of « o 
winning” may prove, far less favolll | 
than imagination has painted them. Jl ci 
men of large capital | California no iil 
presents great opportunities, in farmi 
as well as in mining and other indus . 
But poor men would better think a | 
while before.going there, unless they fill r 
secured profitable and permanent empl 
ment-in advance... HM" 
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