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The Hope Laid up in Heaven.-
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it hope T el p o T s
the gospel.”—Colossians i. 5.

Three graces should always be conspicu-
ous in Christians—faith, love and hope.
They are each mentioned by Paul in the
opening verses of the epistle from which
our text is taken. These lovely graces
should be so conspicuous in every believer
as to be spoken of, and consequently heard
of, even by those who have never seen us.
Paul says: “ We give thanks to God and
tlie Father of our Lord Jesas Christ, pray-
ing always for you, since we heard of your
faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which
ye have to all saints, for the hope which is
laid up for you in heaven.”

1. First we speak of our hope which is
laid up in heaven as a very marvellous
hope, and itis so, if we only consider
that it is a great act of grace that sinn rs
have a hope at all. That when man has
broken his Maker’s law, there should re-
main a hope for him, is a thought which
should make our heart leap with gratitude.
Do you not recollect when you felt it to be
s0? - When sin lay heavily upon your con-

science, Satan came and wrote over the
the lintel of your door, “no hope,” and the
grim sentence would have stood there till

and by a sprinkling of precious blood re-
moved the black inscription. ¢« Wherefore
remember that at that time ye were
without Christ and having ne hope, and
without God in the world.” Eversince by
faith we looked to Christ on the Cross, a
hope full of gloM has taken possesston of
our hearts. Is not this a marvellous
thing ?

More marvellous still is it that our hope
should venture to be associated with
heaven. Can there be heaven for such as
we are? It seems almost presumptuous
for a sinner who so richly, deserves hell,
even to lift up his eyes toward heaven.
He might have some hope of purgatory if
there was such a place, but a hope of
heaven, is not that too much? Yet breth-
ren we have no fear of hell or purgatory
now, but we expect to taste the joys laid
up in heaven. Is it nota miracle of love,
that such poor creatures as ourselves should
be enabled thus to hope in God ?

Itis more marvellous that this hope
came to us simply by hearing. “ Whereof
ye heard before in the word of the truth of
ti e gospel.” ¢ Faith cometh by hearing,”
and hope comes by faith ; and so the divine
hope of being in heaven came to us by
hearing; rot by working, not by deserv_
ing, nor by penance and sacrifice, but
simply by hearkening diligently unto the
Divine Word and believing unto life. We
heard that the precious hand of Jesus had
opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-
lievers, and we believed and saw a way of
entrance into the holiest by his blood. We
heard that God prepared for those that
love him joys indeseribable, and we be-
lieved the message, tiusting in hir Son.
Our confidence is in the word which we
have heard, for itis written, *“ Hear and
your soul shall live ;” and we find that by
hearing, our confidence is strengthened,
and our hearts filled with inward assuranfe
and joyful expectation, therefore do .we
love the word more and more. Will we
not prize to the uttermost that sacred
word which has brought us such & hope ?
Yes, that we will ; till we exchange hear-
ing for seeing, and the message of Jesus
for Jesus himself, we will always lend a
willing ear to the testimony of Jesus.

This hope is marvellous, once more, be-
cause the substance of it is most extraor-
dinary. Bretbren what is the hope laid
up for us in heaven? It would require
many a sermon to bring out all the phases
of delight which belong te that hope. It
is the hope of victory, for we shall over
comeg every foe, and Satan shall be trodden
‘under our feet. A palm of vigtory is' pre-

heads. Our life struggle shall not.end in
defeat, but in complete and eternal tri-
nmph, for we shall overcome through the
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nctor, only ; but in our own.person we
shall possess perfection. Weshall one day | fr

could surpaes this. Oh, jmato tohless joy to
be a4 holy, harmless #id & Tod as our
. an heloved., ord W

W, expect to Lﬁoy seouity also from
every dangef, AS there ﬂ ke no evil in
us, 80 the‘re will b@ none nd or about
us to cavse’us dlagm. o temporal evil,
such as pain, Lereavement, sorrow, labor,
or reproach shall come near us; all will be
security, pe:.ce, rest, and enjoyment. No
mental evil will intrude upon us in.heaven;
no doubt, no staggering difficulties, no fears
no bewilderments will "cause us distress.
here we see throngh a glass darkly, and
we know in part, but there shall we see
face to face and know even as we are
known. Oh, to be free from mental
trouble! What a velief will this be to
many a doubting Thomas. This is a mar-
vellous hope. And then no spiritual ene-
my yill assail us, no world, no flesh, no
devil will mar our rest above. What will
you make out of it ye tried ones? Your
Sabbaths are very sweet on carth, but when
they are over you have to return to your
old world again ; but there your Sabbath
will never end, and your separation from
the wicked willbe complete. It will be
strange for you on Monday morning to
find no cares to be renewed, no toil to be
encountered, no harness to buckle on
afresh, above all no sin to be dreaded; no
temptation to be escaped. Heaven is so
peaceful that the storms of earth are un-
known, the stirrings of the flesh are never
felt, and the howling of the dogs of hell
are never heard. There al! is peace and
purity, perfection and security forever.

With this security will come perfect
rest; *¢Yea saith the Spirit, for they rest
from their labors.” Heavenly rest is quite
consistent with continual service, for, like
the angels, we shall rest onthe wing, and
find it rest to serve God day and night, but
there you shall not tcil till the sweat be-
dews your face, neither shall the sun smite
you, nor any heat. No weary limb nor
fevered brain shall follow upon the service
of the glory-land. It is a paradise of pleas-
ure, and a palace of glory ; it is a garden
of supreme delights' and a mansion of
abiding love, it is an everlasting sabbatis-
mos, a rest which never can be broken,
which evermore remaineth for the people
of God ; it is akingdom where all are kings
and, an inheritance where all are heirs.
My soul panteth forit. . Is not this a
charming hope? Did I not say well when
I declared it to be marvellous?

This is our hope, and yet there is more,
for we have the hope of everlasting fellow-
ship with Christ. I would give ten thous-
and worlds if 1 had them, to have one
glimpse at that beautiful face, which was
marred with serrow for my sake; but to
sit at my Lord’s feet and Took up into his
countenance, and hear his voice, and never
never grieve him, but to participate in all
his triumphsforever and forever, what a
heaven will this be ? Then shall we have
fellowship with all his saints, in whom he
is glorified, and by whom his image is re-
flected ; and thus shall we behold fresh
displays of his power and beamings of his
love. Is not this surpassing bliss? Said
I not well when I declared that ours is a
marvellous hope ? Had I eloquence and
could pile on goodly words, and could a
poet assist me with his sweetest song, to
tell of the bliss and joy of the eternal |
world, yet must preacher and poet both
confess their mabxhtyto describe the glory
to be revealed in us. The noblest intel-
lect and the sweetest speech could not
convey to you so much as the thousandth
part of the bliss of heaven.

II. Secondly let ns remark that itis a
most secure hope. It isso according - to
the text, because it is laid up or segured.
The recent. cglamities which have oceurred
in ¢connection with the Glasgow City Bank
will make men very careful where they lay
up their treasures ; bat no one can: enter-
tain any fear for. the safety of that which
God himseif takes under his charge. = If
your hope is laid up with him-it is sinful to
doubt its security. It is *laid up,” the

intwell secured. We findit hard to/lay . up({B
our treasures lliply in this world because
uf&,mmmqidl sorte of - ims
Mmm “but.

Moqmwlthvfﬂ&ndwbow
inthqglotyoion ,,

-the guardian  of mh

mmm

unnys,thstthumeammtuulnddm?
in'a safe place like a tréasure which is} -

thiqvp‘bmk through and steal ; the  iron|the

are employed ﬁomn ‘them o

Christ in
t throne of 4

is laid up ; itilhld
andmsdeu sufe a

uff or yours
is for you whose faith is in Christ Jesus,
and who have love to all the saints. There
is a crown in heaven which will never be
worn by any head but yours; thereis a
harp in glory which will never be touched
by any ﬁngérs but yours. Make no mis-
take about it; it is laid up in héaven for
you, “reserved in heaven for you who are
kept by the power of God, through faith-
unto salvation.” ¢ For you;”—¢ Fear not
little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give,you the kingdom.” Lay:
the stress there and get honey out of it.
“ Laid up for you.”

Where is it laid up? The next word
tells us. “Laid up for you in heaven,”
“where,” says the Saviour, as if he were
expounding the text, ¢ neither moth neor
rust doth corrupt.” This means that mo
process of decay - will cause your treasure
to become %tale or worn out ; o secret
moth will eat the garments of heaven’s
courtiers, and no rust will tarnish the
brightness of their crowns. Our Lord
adds: ¢ Nor thieves break through nor
steal.” We cannot imagine a burglar
breaking through the walls of heaven. We
could not imagine Satan himself under-
mining the bastions of the New Jerusalem,
or leaping over the bulwarks which guard
the City of the Great King. If your hope
i8 1aid up in heaven it is perfectly safe. If
your treasure lies in the bank, it may
break ; if it'lies in an empire it may melt
away ; if it lies in an estate the title-deed
may be questioned ; if it lies in.any hu-
man creature death may bereave you; if
it lies in yourself it is deceitful altogether,
but if your hope is laid up in heaven, how
secure’it is. ' Be glad and bless the Lord.

To show how secure is our hope, the
apostle tells us that we have an indisput-
able certificate and guarantee forit. He
says, “ We heard of it in the word of the
truth of the gospel.” Notice these three
emphatic wotds, “In the word of the truth
of the gospel” First “in the word.”
What word is this? Man’s word ? Man’s
words are 8o much wind. But this is God's
word, the eame word that made heaven and
earth, 2 word of power which cannot fail
and a word of truth which c¢annot 'He.
Youfirst hear of this blessed hope through
the word of God, and that word is the best
of evidence.. You know how a person will
say “My word for it,”—here vou have
God’s own word for it' We ‘take ‘a
good man’s word freely; and will we not
take God’s word much more readily? You
have the word of God for the sure hope
that believers in Christ shall be blessed for
ever. Isnot this security enough?

Our text:goes on to say, “the ‘word of
the truth;” so then itisnot a word of guess
or conjecture, or . of probable inference
but of infallibe truth. My brethren of the
modern school, my wise brethren have
aword of excogitation and outcome, and de-
velopement’;, but the word the 'apostle
preached was the word of the truth-—some- |
thing positive, dogmatic, certain.  Ugly as
the word may sound, the Lord 'grant that'
we may never. be ashamed  of the thing
whieh -is . called’ dogmatism nbw:dnys.
which is none ‘other than faith in' God’s
truth, 'We believe the word of God not{,
only to be true, but o be the word. of the|.
truth, « Let God be true and, évery: man.
a liar.” | There may be other true things in
the world,, but God’s  word is .the essence
oftruh, the ruh, heyond. sl hings elef
that may be true. -
Note the next uvord “ The word ot the
truth of the gospel,” or of the 'good news.
That is to say, the sum and the ' substance|
of the good news is ' to be found in this
glorious hope. If you extract the:essencée
of the gospel, and get the truth, which is
the central germ of the glad tidings, . you
come at that blessed ‘hope most sure and
mtdiw. which Nwreth into th&t within |
TPy |
memﬂly mﬂumid m
T have already told you, that this
W f’;nd nurse of loye, for
¢ love which ye haye to
e hope

elf. « Laid up for vow,”'hat You
over, hearing of their hope led «the-.ponlw o e

to pray, and if you will follow me in read-
ing the words which follow the text,\youn
will see what Paul desired for his friends
at Oouosse In the ninth verse you will
see what he prayed for. « For this cause
‘we also, since the day we heard it; do not
cease to pray for you, and desire that you
be filled with the knowledge of his will,
in all wisdom and spiritual understand-
ing.” Having believed in Jesus‘and loved
his people, you are going to . heaven.
Brethren let-us learn the will of the Lord
now and so be educated for the skies.
Here we are to go through our appren-
ticeship that we may be able to take up
our freedom in the city of the new Jeru-
salem. Here we are at school preparing
to take our degrees among the saints
above. Are we to enter heaven ignorant
of what the wall of thg Lord is. Surely
we ought to know something of the ways|th
of the place, something of the rules of the
court.

Then the Apostle prays, *“ That ye
might walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing.” Isit not fit that you who are
to ascend to Enoch’s heaven should walk
as he did and have the testimony that you
please God. You are going to dwell at
God’s right hand where there are pleasures
forevermore, would you not wish te do all
you can to please the Lord before you see
him ?

Next he says, “ Being fruitful in every
good work.” Why if there is to be such a
rich reward of grace, let us bear all the
gracious fruit we can, and if the time of|*

season 18 with us.
heaven empty handed; who wishes to
spend the time of his sojourn here in idle-
ness ? Oh, no, let ns seek to be fruitful to
the glory of God that so we may have an
abundant entrance into the kingdom.

The Apostle further adds, “Incroumgm
the ?nowledge of Ged.” IfI am going to
dwell with God let'me know somewhat of
him ; let me search his word and see how
he has revealed himself. How can I enter
heaven as a’ total stranger to him who is
the king of it? Is not the knowledge of
God as needful as it is dedirable ?
who have a good hope of heaven will not
rest without knowing the Lord, from the
least even to the greatest of them.

Once again, the Apostle says, ‘‘strength-
ened with all might, according to his glori-
ous power, unto all patience and longsuff-
ering with joyfulness.” A hope of heaven
is a mighty strengthener for bearing the
ills of life and the persecutions of the ad-
versary.” It will soon be over,” says a
man who looks for heaven, and henceforth
he is not over-weighted with grief. It is
an ill lodging ,” said the traveller, “But I
shall be away in the morning.” = Well we
may bg strengthened with all ‘might by

the exceeding weight of glory shonld be
cast into the shade this light uﬂlouon,
'ﬂ}loh is:but fora moment.

You will say “But have yom not
wrought this part of the chapter mto your
subject mthontny warraut ?’ . No. Here|"
is my warrant in the next verse,
ﬂmnh unto the Fathér, which has made]
s meet to be partakers of the inheritance|
of the sainta'in light.” I 'have beén: fol-|
lowing thé evident track of the Apostle’s
| théughts. The Lord gives us 4 hope of
glory, and then he gives .m«m it,
and that meetness is largely wrought in us |
by the Holy Spirit through the instrument- |
ality of our hope. Cultivate, then, your
hope, dear brethren. - Make it to- thne 80
plainly inyou that your minister may hear |**
of your hopefulness and joy; o‘nﬁooﬁcﬂu
ers to take note of it, because you s
of heaven, and ‘aot’ nw you reilly |
expeoted to gothere. ' Make the w&ﬂd
know that; you have a hope of h
make worldlings feel that
liever in eternal glory, and
t0be where Josus is. owhpw
a8 they see what they call
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| working is so soon to be over, let us be|
instant in every holy labor while yet the{
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